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Trojan   faithful,

After a long summer apart from Alabama’s second religion college football 
has finally returned to Troy University. Missed opportunities were the story 
of last season; now after an entire off-season of preparation the men of Troy 
enter the 2013 season looking for redemption.
In recent years the UAB Blazers have become our biggest in-state rival 

with several contests ending in dramatic fashion. In recent years fans of both 
teams have been known to be confrontational as the rivalry has grown in-
creasingly passionate, but I urge you all to stay classy and let the scoreboard 
be your mouthpiece.
From everyone at the Cardinal Rule, whether you are a Trojan alumnus, 

incoming freshman or even a member of the UAB fan-base, enjoy the return 
of football across the nation and Go Trojans!

-Executive   Editor,   Devin   Smith
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BY  Devin Smith

It’s hard to find a better way to begin a 
season than by settling a little in-state bad 
blood. 

Saturday the Trojans and the UAB 
Blazers will take to Larry Blakeney 
field in the 11th meeting between two 
programs that have developed a budding 
rivalry.

“I think we’re prepared in all three 
phases to be involved in this game,” said 
head coach Larry Blakeney. “It’s an in-
state rivalry across conference lines that’s 
been a very hard-fought series over the 
years.”

There have been small rumblings from 
the Blazers camp about Troy; among 
them are players that have stated their 
disdain for the Trojans.

Blazers head coach Garrick McGee 
attributed a lot of the buildup between 
the two programs to the close proximity 
between them and the effect that it has on 
recruiting for many of the players.

Last season the Trojans led by only two 
early in the fourth before a quick pair of 
touchdowns put the game out of reach, 
and each of the prior two games were 
won by the home team by only a single 
point. 

Senior quarterback Corey Robinson is 
no stranger to the Blazers, and he would 

love to start his final season by giving 
them a loss.

“They got me freshman year, and 
we’ve got them in two good games the 
last two years,” Robinson said. “They 
always play us tough, and we play them 
tough. We’ve got to go out there ready to 
play like that every week.”

His assumed go-to option this year, 
senior Eric Thomas, is also no stranger 
to UAB and is ready to see a jersey that 
doesn’t don the cardinal of Troy.

“I think we’re very excited,” Thom-
as said. “It’s the first game. We’re just 
ready to play someone else since we’ve 
been practicing against our defense since 
last spring, and we are ready to get after 
someone else.”

One fun fact about the Troy vs. UAB 
rivalry is the number 23. It is the num-
ber of years the Blazers have been an 
intercollegiate football program, and it is 
also the number of years that coach Larry 
Blakeney has been the lead man at Troy.

UAB has only once beaten the Trojans 
on their home turf back in 2005, and the 
Trojans hold an all-time advantage over 
the Blazer at 6-4.

This will be the fifth consecutive sea-
son that the two teams have met and the 
last before taking a two-year break before 
returning in 2016.

UAB 2013 Schedule
Today           at Troy

Sept. 7         at #12 LSU
Sept. 21        Northwestern St.
Sept. 28        at Vanderbilt
Oct. 5         Florida Atlantic
Oct. 12         at FIU
Oct. 26         at UTSA
Nov. 2         Middle Tennessee
Nov. 9         at Marshall
Nov. 16        at East Carolina
Nov. 21        Rice
Nov. 30         Southern Miss

Troy 2013 Schedule
Today           UAB

Sept. 7         Savannah State
Sept. 12        at Arkansas State
Sept. 21        at Mississippi State
Sept. 28        at Duke
Oct. 5         South Alabama 
Oct. 12         at Georgia State
Oct. 26         at WKU
Oct. 31         ULM
Nov. 7         at Louisiana-Lafayette
Nov. 16        at Ole Miss
Nov. 29         Texas State

RevisiTing A RivAlRy Photo Credit: Kevin glackmeyer
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Troy Football 2012 
Season Recap
By Caleb Odom

Sept. 1, 
2012

Sept. 8, 
2012 

Sept. 15, 
2012

Sept. 22, 
2012

Sept. 29, 
2012

Oct. 11, 
2012

Troy 39   UAB 29
The season opener on the road was highlighted 
for the Trojans by running back Shawn South-
ward’s 204 rushing yards and three touchdowns 
that pushed Troy past the Blazers on a rainy 
Saturday in Birmingham.

Louisiana 37   Troy 24
Troy’s home opener against the Ragin’ Cajuns 
would be decided by three costly Trojan turn-
overs that gave ULL the win even though Troy 
quarterback Corey Robinson broke five school 
passing records.

Miss State 30   Troy 24
The record breaking attendance of 29,013 
couldn’t will the Trojans to victory against the 
Bulldogs as a Troy second half comeback fell 
short, even though the Trojan offense gained 
572 yards on the 11th ranked Mississippi State 
defense.

Troy 14    North Texas 7
Corey Robinson’s two touchdown passes and 
some solid Trojan defense would be all the team 
needed to hold off the Mean Green. Robinson 
iced the game early in the second half when 
he found receiver, Chip Reeves, for a 76-yard 
touchdown.

Troy 31    South Alabama 10
South Alabama proved no match for the Troy 
defense that dominated the Jaguars all game long, 
forcing four turnovers and holding USA to a mere 
251 yards. Trojan safety Cam Hudson caused 
a fumble and recovered another in the lopsided 
victory.

WKU 31   Troy 26
 In a game that quarterback Corey Robinson was 
knocked out of with a concussion, the Hilltoppers 
kept Troy out of the end zone and escaped with 
a conference win handing the Trojans their third 
loss of the season at home.

FIU 37    Troy 38
Quarterback Deon Anthony emerged as an of-
fensive force with his three touchdowns passing 
and two rushing leading Troy in a second half 
comeback that was capped by Will Scott’s 42-yard 
game winning field goal with 11 seconds left.

Troy 27   Florida Atlantic 34
The Trojans looked like they had the game put 
away with 1:49 left in the fourth quarter, but the 
Owls snatched it away with a game winning drive 
that finished with a 22-yard touchdown pass with 
17 seconds left that broke Troy’s back.

Troy 48   Tennessee 55
Troy gained a staggering 721 yards of total of-
fense in its first ever meeting against the Volun-
teers but Tennessee was able to avoid an upset by 
scoring two touchdowns late in the fourth quarter 
to survive a pass heavy game in Knoxville.

Navy 31   Troy 41
The Trojans were able snap the losing streak when 
the Midshipmen came to Troy. The Navy defense 
struggled to stop the Trojan offense led by quar-
terbacks Corey Robinson and Deon Anthony who 
helped Troy keep a stranglehold on Navy all day.

Arkansas State 41  Troy 34
A game marred by a controversial call on a fum-
ble that when replayed showed Troy’s Kyle Lucas 
gaining possession of the Red Wolves fumble but 
the officials saw it differently. Either way, the final 
home game of 2012 ended with disappointment.

Troy 21    Middle Tennessee 24
Troy’s hopes of becoming bowl eligible were 
dashed in Murfreesboro due to five turnovers 
that the Blue Raiders capitalized on including a 
77-yard interception return for a touchdown that 
would end the Trojans season with its seventh 
loss.

Oct. 22, 
2012

Oct. 27, 
2012

Nov. 3, 
2012

Nov. 11,
2012

Nov. 17, 
2012

Nov. 24, 
2012
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With 1,409 rushing yards under his belt, Darrin Reaves is half way there 
when it comes to the current career record. Currently holding the record 

is Pat Green with 2,817 yards.

By  Megan  Phillips

For the last two years, the Troy football team has 
dictated the rivalry with the UAB Blazers, making 
Saturday’s 6 p.m. game at Veterans Memorial 
Stadium a golden opportunity for a Trojan three-
peat. 

Led by senior quarterback Corey Robinson, who 
comes into the season with 10,258 career-passing 
yards, the Trojans have reason to be confident in 
the fast paced offense.

The signal caller, who has played for Troy since 
he was a freshman in 2010, admits that even he has 
some jitters before his final collegiate season begins.  

“I’m pretty nervous because I have put in a lot 
of work this offseason. I’m anticipating Saturday,” 
Robinson said. “It’s getting closer and closer.”

For Trojan head coach Larry Blakeney, the home 
opener offers a chance for Troy to face a worthy 
opponent that has proven a challenge in years past. 

 The 2012 matchup between the Blazers and the 
Trojans, in the end, was a ten-point game in favor 
of Troy 39-29; however, the two years prior to last 
season’s matchup resulted in a single point to decide 
the winner with UAB winning in 2010, 34-33 and 
Troy taking the 2011 game 24-23.

“It should be a heck of a game,” Blakeney said. 
“We’ll have to be at our best. Hopefully, we can get 
that. It’s time to coach and play. I’m hoping that we 

are up to the task. I certainly hope we get a home 
crowd.”

The opportunity to play at home is not a luxury 
that Troy has been awarded in years past, playing in 
only three home openers since 1998.

With Saturday drawing closer, players and 
coaches alike are looking forward to the energy 
boost of large home support for the game.

“I really hope that we can gather a huge crowd 
here for this opener,” Blakeney said. “I think it will 
be important for our students, fans and alumni to 
be here.”

One big concern dating back to last season 
was the play of the Trojan defense, but defensive 
coordinator Wayne Bolt, who has returned to the 
team, is optimistic about his players who will look 
to remove the pressure to perform heading into 
2013.

“The pressure is all self-induced I think,” Bolt 
said.

Bolt’s focus is on eliminating big plays by UAB 
and keeping his defense even keel whether the 
Trojans are up by two touchdowns or down by two 
touchdowns.

But in the end all the preseason hype and talk will 
fade away come game time, and the questions will 
be answered for the long-time head coach of Troy.

“We won’t know for sure until we kick it off and 
play 60 minutes,” Blakeney said. 

Location

Birmingham

Founded

1969

enroLLment

17,999

SchooL coLorS

Forest Green & old Gold
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By Caleb  Odom

One of the biggest threats on the offensive side of the ball for UAB is the Blaz-
ers’ junior running back Darrin Reaves, who is coming off quite the season last 
year.

In 2012, Reaves rushed for 1,037 yards and 13 touchdowns despite UAB’s 
three-win season.

The first game of the season for Reaves was against Troy at Legion Field in 
Birmingham. The sophomore running back had a relatively quiet game with his 11 
carries for 48 yards against the Trojans, who would beat the Blazers 39-29 thanks 
to the work of their running back Shawn Southward, who had a career day.

This result is what the Troy coaching staff is looking for again this year as 
Reaves is now a season older and has 989 more yards to his credit.

“If we let them run up and down on us we will have a long night,” Troy head 
coach Larry Blakeney said during the Monday press conference. “We have got to 

stop the run or limit the run, can’t give up big runs.”
In fact, the UAB running back had such an impressive year in 2012 that his 

1,409 career yards moved him into seventh in school history, a number that if 
Reaves gains again will surpass Pat Green for most all time with 2,818.

The threat is real when playing against Reaves because last season the work-
horse running back rushed for 233 yards with two touchdowns against Southern 
Miss, a game that UAB would win 27-19.

Even though UAB was beat 29-15 by a No. 16 Ohio State team that went unde-
feated last season, Reaves still gained 72 yards on Meyer’s Buckeyes on the road.

“Darrin Reaves is an excellent player,” Troy defensive coordinator Wayne Bolt 
said. “He is not only a 1,000 yard rusher, but he is their leading receiver coming 
back, and he is a dangerous, dangerous player.”

A key to winning this game might just be not getting burned by this Blazer, who 
takes it north and south while never getting enough of reaching the end zone.

Darrin Reaves Photo Credit: Kevin Glackmeyer
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By Caleb Odom

It was a chilly November day at Neyland 
Stadium in Knoxville, Tenn. and there were 
about 80,000 people wearing orange who were 
getting nervous.

The fancy scoreboard that wraps around the 
stadium had a nerve-wrecking appearance to the 
home Volunteer fans.

In white text was the name TROY and beside 
it the number 40 in orange.

Below that was the name TENNESSEE with 
number 41 beside it.

With 3:24 to go in the fourth quarter, anything 
could happen.

Troy quarterback Corey Robinson was 
standing on the right hash of the Trojans’ 
26-yard line waiting for the snap as the crowd 
roared, hoping for a Tennessee stop.

As the play began, Robinson spotted wide 
receiver Eric Thomas streaking towards the 
middle of the field.

The Trojan quarterback threw the ball up to 
Thomas who reached one hand up as he crossed 
the big orange T at the 50-yard line and then he 
was gone.

It was a chain reaction of the football sticking 
to Thomas’ glove, the crowd exploding and the 
Tennessee defensive backs sprinting to catch up.

As Eric reached the orange and white 
checkerboards, having just caught a 67-yard 
touchdown catch to make it 46-41 Troy, 
Volunteer head coach Derek Dooley must have 
been planning what he would do after he got 
fired.

Tennessee would make a comeback to win the 
2012 game 55-48, but Troy had set a tone in a 
hostile SEC stadium, and Eric Thomas had left 
his mark with six catches for 147 yards and two 
touchdowns.

But without the victory, all the stats were just 
noise that Thomas didn’t want to listen to.

“I had a real good game then we lost 
so everything I did, it was nothing, it was 
pointless,” Thomas said.

To understand how Eric Thomas plays the 
game, a person has to go back to his childhood 
when he was growing up in Shreveport, La.

“I hate losing,” Thomas said. “When I was 
little I would play on the winning team, then I 
would just get the ball and score.”

A statement that he makes sounds so simple, 
but getting the ball and scoring is what he is 
known for at Troy.

In three years as a Trojan, Thomas has made 
131 catches for 1,662 yards and 17 touchdowns, 
and he still has one more year left.

One more year to wow fans with his circus 
catches, his game-changing moments and to 
help his team to a bowl game.

One more season until Eric Thomas is just 
a name in the Troy football record books that 
every freshman wide out hopes he can equal 
when he plays.

What’s funny is that Thomas didn’t start out 
playing football as his first organized sport.

The eight-year-old version of Eric was a 
shortstop and pitcher. That was until he got hit 
by a pitch in his shoulder.

“After that I couldn’t take it anymore so I just 

started playing football on the team,” Thomas 
said with a smile.

A football was in fact what Thomas’ father 
Eric Sr. had put in his son’s hands as a baby, 
which made the game the child’s first love.

Now for Troy fans just watching Eric Thomas 
play has become one of their first loves.

Maybe it is because since his freshman year 
in 2010 the receiver has made an impact for the 
Trojans.

“He’s a mighty good player,” Troy head coach 
Larry Blakeney said. “I will never forget a catch 
he made at Monroe with three guys hanging on 
him in the end zone.”

Part of what makes Eric such a lethal deep 
threat is his quarterback Corey Robinson who 
has been with Thomas since his freshman year.

“I think we are one of the best duos in college 
football,” Thomas said. “Me and Corey, we 
know each other very well.”

Robinson, Troy’s leading passer in school 
history with 10,258 yards, loves what his go-to 
receiver brings on to the field day in and day 
out.

“Eric Thomas is one of those guys who is all 
about winning,” Robinson said. “A true team 
guy who cares nothing about his personal goals, 
personal stats, to him it is all about winning just 
like it is for me.”

Time and repetition has only strengthened 
the quarterback-receiver connection of Corey 
to Eric, who are both seniors looking for a final 
season that includes winning the Sun Belt and a 
bowl game.

What
Wide Receiver

WheRe
troy v. tennessee

Knoxville, tN

Eric Thomas

One   More   season   to   shine

Photo Credit: Kevin Glackmeyer
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Thomas needs 620 receiving yards to pass 
Vince Green for third in school history.620

“Our chemistry has just grown over the past years,” 
Robinson said. “He is a guy that I can look to and 
even if he is covered he is still going to step up and 
make the play for you.”

But it is off the football field where Thomas finds 
his motivation in the form of his eight-month-old son.

To Eric, his son Karson is what is most important 
to him.

“I’ve got to do a lot for him because if he doesn’t 
have anything, then I don’t,” Thomas said. “If he 
doesn’t eat then I don’t eat.”

For some athletes, preparing for a game involves 
listening to music that gets them pumped up to 
perform at a high level, but for Eric he likes to slow 
things down beforehand.

“I guess I’m really the only one but I like to listen 
to slow music before games to just be in a cool and 
playful mood to play,” Thomas said.

Once Eric takes the field the game speeds up, but 
that is when his experience and knowledge of the 
game proves to be valuable.

“As far as our connection, he knows what I’m 
thinking,” Robinson said. “I know what is going 
through his head pre-snap and he is a smart guy and 
on top of it.”

The Troy quarterback enjoys having a luxury like 
Thomas who understands coverages, exploits holes in 
the defense and knows where to run so Robinson can 
get the ball to him even when he’s not wide open.

The thing about Eric Thomas is that his value 
doesn’t extend only to his quarterback, but also to his 
fellow receivers like the junior Chandler Worthy, who 
is close friends with Thomas.

“He’s a big part of this team,” Worthy said. “We 
need him and just the atmosphere that he brings to the 
team and the intensity he brings to the field. We need 
that.”

The two friends like to compete on the field with 
their respective strengths.

“He’s a speed demon, so I try to get in his head,” 
Thomas said. “I try to see how I can run like him so 
then he is trying to make the one-handed catches and 
all like me.”

Worthy made a point to say that he also has 
Thomas beat whenever they play the NCAA video 
game at his place.

“Oh yeah I’ve got him in everything else. He has 
just got me with speed,” Thomas said.

One thing that nobody is denying is that Eric has a 
great chance to make it to the NFL with the skill level 
and statistics he has already put up in his collegiate 
career.

“Over the past three years, he has gotten numerous 
touchdowns, numerous yards, it’s just unbelievable 
the stuff he has been able to accomplish,” Robinson 
said.

But Thomas remains focused on the task at hand, 
which is having a good senior year and not letting his 

head get in the clouds.
“I’ve just got to keep working hard, have a winning 

season here and everything else will just fall into 
place,” Thomas said.

Just a couple of weekends ago Thomas seemed 
right at home in Trojan Arena signing autographs for 
young Troy fans alongside his teammates saying that 
he just really likes to put a smile on somebody’s face.

The Trojan receiver who happens to be on the 
center of the Troy football schedule poster, just like 
he was last year, understands what the Troy fans bring 
to the games from a team devotion standpoint.

“It means a lot,” Thomas said. “They are taking 
time out of their day just to come to a game so we 
have to win games for them.”

Leading up to the UAB game, Eric is excited about 
the unity of this year’s Trojan squad. 

“We are bonding a lot more this year and we get 
along better this year, and we are always fighting for 
each other on the field,” Thomas said.

For Thomas, every time he looks in the mirror he 
sees one more year staring back at him.

One more year to watch a playmaker redefine how 
to catch a football.

One more year to see number No. 3 burn a corner 
and safety down the middle to win that game.

One more year to watch a guy break records he 
doesn’t care about just because he is trying to win 
because after all this big kid still hates to lose. 

Photo Credit: Joshua Thurston
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Eric Thomas Q&A
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The Rule helps you get to know The stand out Trojan wide receiver

What’s in your Ipod?

“Right now I was jamin’ some Kevin Gates. He is a rapper 
from Louisiana. And I have some Trey Songz in there too.”

What’s your favorite food?

“Baked fish with rice and gravy.”

What’s your favorite movie?

“House Party one, two, three and four are all good movies.”

What do you do after a home game?

“After a home game, some of us guys get together and we just 
go out and have fun.”

What’s the biggest sports moment you have ever seen?

“The Tennessee receivers, Patterson and Hunter, watching 
those two guys play.”

What professional sports do you like to watch?

“Dallas Cowboys and Los Angeles Lakers. My whole family 
is Cowboys and Lakers fans. I was just born into it.”

CR
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ET
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ET

Photo Credit: Joshua Thurston
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BY  Devin  Smith

True strength isn’t physical– it comes from 
the heart, and it cannot be measured on a scale.

During a routine trip to the doctor while 
back home in Calgary, Alberta, Canada, 
senior women’s soccer player Kalani Decock 
explained her recent health concerns. Among 
her symptoms were enlarged lymph nodes, 
itchiness, along with excessive exhaustion and 
thirst. 

In one part of a post that can be found on the 
Project19 Facebook page, Kalani talks about the 
first time she noticed the swelling in her lymph 
nodes.

“In January, when I was home from Troy 
for Christmas, I had a really bad cold and got 
my wisdom teeth removed,” Decock said. “I 
noticed that I had enlarged lymph nodes, so 
I went to the doctor. The doctor told me that 
it was a draining problem and it should clear 
up soon. So I went back to Troy for spring 
semester and didn’t think much of it.”

It wasn’t until she returned home in May that 
the reality of what was going on inside her was 
brought to the surface. 

While doing her regular check-up, she 
showed her lymph nodes to her doctor and was 
immediately sent to get an ultrasound.

“That was the first time I was worried 
something was seriously wrong,” Decock 
said. “I was immediately given a fine-needle 
biopsy on May 9th. A week later my family 
doctor called me into her office and informed 
me the results were positive for a suspicion of 
Hodgkin’s Lymphoma.”

The news was devastating to her teammates, 
coaches and those that knew Kalani personally.

“It’s one of those things that isn’t really real 
until it happens to you or someone you know,” 
said head coach Chris Bentley. “You hear about 
these things all the time but when it’s someone 
who is a part of your family or someone you 
work with on a daily basis it becomes real.”

Despite the circumstances Kalani 
immediately acted as selfless, which many have 
described her as, by changing the perspective of 
her situation into something larger than herself.

“I am not the kind of person who likes to 
have a lot of attention drawn towards them,” 
Decock said. “I am a person though who wishes 
to find a cure for cancer. This is not about me. It 
is about something much bigger. My main goal 
is to raise awareness of Hodgkin’s Lymphoma 
and even all cancer in young adults.”

Coach Bentley explained that in 
conversations he had from the beginning with 
Kalani and her mother it was hard not to be 
fearful for what was ahead. However, she and 
her mother handled the illness in such a positive 
manner that it motivated him.

“The good thing about Kalani, and certainly 
her mother, is that they don’t look at things in 
a pessimistic way,” Bentley said. “It was ‘this 
is the next chapter of my life, this is what we 
have to do and this is how we are going to move 
forward.’”

They spoke about the next steps that were to 
be taken and what was necessary for the process 
in order for Kalani to return to good health.

Bentley along with many others began 
looking for avenues to help the cause for 

Kicking 
Cancer

Photo Credit: Cass Davis
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Follow #project19 @Project19Kd on Twitter
Like Project19 on Facebook

Order #Project19 wristbands at 1-334-670-5653, 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday-Friday
Kalani; however, with her being at home in Calgary, 
the distance was a difficult hurdle to overcome. 

“The best way to deal with it in many ways was to 
find a way that she could feel our support,” Bentley 
said. “It almost seemed overwhelming because there 
were so many ideas, and it wasn’t really organized in 
a sense.”

Amidst all the confusion, one of Kalani’s fellow 
teammates came up with the idea that headed off 
what is now becoming a movement across not only 
Troy University, but also the entire city of Troy.

“One of our players mentioned that we should call 
it #Project19 to operate under and create some events 
that are #Project19 specific,” Bentley said. “But to go 
further and not just take it on ourselves but fight this 
fight with everyone, and that’s where ‘No One Fights 
Alone’ came from. It wasn’t just about soccer; it was 

about the entire campus and community moving 
toward a common goal.”

So far the Facebook page has nearly 1,800 likes, 
and the #Project19 Twitter account is close to 1,200. 
The support has been swift and tremendous, and, 
as the soccer season gets underway, love for Kalani 
and determination to fight for her as she battles with 
cancer is channeling through the blood of not only the 
soccer program but also Trojans everywhere.

“I think our community and campus, even the ones 
outside of it, have shown such an incredible amount 
of care toward Kalani, and I hope it continues,” 
Bentley said. “It isn’t about just one day or one 
effort– it’s about multiple efforts to continue to work 
toward this. It’s not just about Kalani. It’s about 
anyone who could be potentially suffering from 
Hodgkin’s Lymphoma.”

Now at her seventh of 12 biweekly treatments, 
Kalani is as strong as ever in her conviction. Hopeful 
for the future and prepared to jump the next hurdle, 
she is still humbled by those who have taken to her 
cause.

“The support I have received is overwhelming 
and greatly appreciated,” Decock said. “I have gone 
through this with positivity. I have been telling 
everyone that they are not allowed to cry for me 
because I am not crying. In a weird way I see this as 
a blessing; I am only 20, and I have already learned 
that life is short and you must live every moment to 
its full potential. I get to see how beyond amazing my 
friends and family are in Alabama, Canada and all 
around the world. Thank you for reading my story: 
Cancer picked the wrong girl to mess with.”

Photo Credit: Thomas Graning
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BY  Andrew  Clay

My years at Troy will be forever cherished 
for the memories of good times, good people 
and a few bad decisions that worked out for 
the best, but this idea of Troy being the only 
school you’re allowed to root for athletically 
is ludicrous. 

I wrote for the school paper for most of my 
time at Troy, focused mostly on sports, meet-
ing many great athletes, coaches and admin-
istrators, but when the “cleats meet the clay” 
Troy is not on the same level as Alabama or 
Auburn, and it should not try to be. 

Alabama and Auburn pour absurd amounts 
of money into athletics every year and have 
national name recognition for their fans to ral-
ly around. They compete at the top echelon of 
college athletics in every category and when it 
comes to football, the South’s second largest 
religion, they have opportunities that Troy 
does not and might never have access to. 

That’s okay though because Troy is perfect 
as is and now is the time to embrace that. 

Trojan Athletics operate in a niche market 
of a mid-major that produces high quality 
athletes and programs with great regularity. 

Larry Blakeney, Don Maestri and Bobby 
Pierce built a legacy that is undeniable for a 
small town mid-major and instead of trying to 
grow too quickly, Troy should be embracing 
that and solidifying a base. 

I spent far too many home games in staring 
out at empty stadiums seats in general ad-
missions and the student’s section in various 
arenas. If Troy is on the same level of the 

Tide and Tigers, then why aren’t fans flocking 
to Troy every weekend in the fall to fill the 
30,000-seat stadium? 

Right now that is unrealistic because of the 
level of opponents that Troy faces week in and 
out, but Troy should use the big games and 
small games to infuse the fan base with real-
istic expectations and start filling their current 
facilities for every game. 

For fans it might mean adjusting your stance 
and instead of forcing people to choose Troy 
or bust, let fans have their cake and eat it too. 

The test of one’s fanship need not be that 
only Troy gear hangs in your closet and that 
the dreaded “rival” colors never touch your 
skin for fear of an allergic reaction. 

Apparel has nothing to do with it other than 
making money for your school and being a 
human billboard. 

The test should be would you stand by your 
team when they are down 20 and you could 
be boozing with your bros instead of freezing 
your ass off at the game. 

Trojan’s, if you like to scream Roll Tide or 
War Eagle then by all means enjoy whenev-
er and wherever you want, but there is one 
exception to that rule.

When your Trojan’s take the field against 
your “other” team, in any sport, then dance 
with the lady who brought you. 

Troy University deserves your allegiance 
and if you are foolish enough to disagree then 
my former colleague Ryan “Bear” McCol-
lough will kindly find you and in no uncertain 
terms inform you that you’re not welcome 
here. 

Associated Press  
preseason Top 25

1. Alabama (58)
2. Ohio State (1)

3. Oregon
4. Stanford

5. Georgia (1)
6. South Carolina

7. Texas A&M
8. Clemson

9. Louisville
10. Florida

11. Florida State
12. LSU

13. Oklahoma State
14. Notre Dame

15. Texas
16. Oklahoma
17. Michigan
18. Nebraska

19. Boise State 
20. TCU

21. UCLA
22. Northwestern

23. Wisconsin
24. USC

25. Oregon State
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TROY@ GEORGIA ST 10/12 SCORE: 35-0 Trojans

The Panthers are in their fourth season as a football team, first as a member of 
the Sun Belt. State returns 16 starters and will improve from last season, but not 
enough to make a difference despite home field advantages. Troy scores early 
and often, winning by a very comfortable margin with the first Troy shutout 
since the 2008 season.

TROY @ WKU 10/26 SCORE: 27-31 Hilltoppers

The Trojans coast into the Western-Kentucky showdown undefeated and rarely 
tested; however, on this day, Troy gets caught looking ahead to who at this point 
will be co-conference leader ULM the following week. Coach Bobby Petrino 
will have nearly two weeks to prepare for the Trojans and will take a close game 
that stays tight until the final possession. Too many mistakes for Troy prevents 
overtime and the Hilltoppers escape with a win.

TROY vs ULM 10/31 SCORE: 28-27 Trojans

After a disappointing loss to Western-Kentucky the Trojans will look to redeem 
themselves and stay the course toward a conference championship. In a game 
that will be as scary for Troy fans as the holiday it’s played on Louisiana-
Monroe will take a late lead and force the Trojans to travel the length of the 
field in order to earn a victory. This will probably be the most entertaining game 
of the season for Troy with big plays on offense, defense and special teams for 
both sides. 

TROY @ LOUISIANA LAFAYETTE 11/7 SCORE: 28-17 Ragin’ Cajuns

Troy will travel to Lafayette riding an emotional high from its victory the week 
before and with a chip on their shoulder. A victory for the Trojans would secure 
the Sun Belt title with a game lead and tiebreakers over both ULM and the 
Ragin’ Cajun’s. After the Louisiana-Monroe game, the Trojans have little left 
in the tank; however, Lafayette faces similar issues after playing just five days 
prior as Troy did the week before. In the end the Ragin’ Cajun’s capitalize on 
late Trojan mistakes and take a hard fought victory.

TROY @ OLE MISS 11/16 SCORE: 24-16 Rebels

The Rebels will be a surprise team in the SEC this season with 19 returning 
starters, and, by this point in the season, they will have a head of steam and 
be looking to ensure bowl eligibility. It will be one of the more defense-lad-
en games of the season for the Trojans with a fair share of turnovers for both 
teams. Troy will play well enough to beat its second SEC opponent of the 
season, but, ultimately, the scoreboard will not reflect it.

TROY vs TEXAS ST 11/29 SCORE: 41-17 Trojans

Coming off of two tough losses the Trojans will find themselves in a possible 
three-way tie scenario with the Warhawks and the Ragin’ Cajuns, needing only 
to win this game. The Trojans come out determined and red-hot on offense with 
two quick scores and take the Bobcats out mentally immediately. As the game 
presses on the late third and fourth quarters will be nothing more than a curtain 
call for graduating Trojans in their final game on Larry Blakeney field.

TROY vs UAB 8/31 Score: 31-10 Trojans

The Trojans meet their in-state rival for the 11th time looking to set the tone 
for the 2013 season. Both teams stumble out of the gate early but get comfort-
able by the half, with a few big offensive plays gets Troy a lead early. As is 
the history of the series, UAB will hang around, managing the clock with ju-
nior Darren Reaves, who won’t fair much better than his 48 yard performance 
in last year’s game. With a new-look defense constructed by Wayne Bolt, the 
Trojan defense makes a statement in game.

TROY vs SAVANNAH ST 9/7 SCORE: 52-10 Trojans

Simply put this game will be a glorified scrimmage for the Trojans. Last sea-
son the Tigers opened the season with consecutive losses to Oklahoma State 
and Florida State by a combined score of 139-0. Robinson will break the Sun 
Belt passing yards record wide open in this game, and, by the second half, it 
will be time to get some reps in for younger players. Troy wins big.

TROY @ ARKANSAS ST 9/12 SCORE: 34-20 Trojans

This is the first conference game of the season for both the Trojans and the 
Red Wolves,  and also the first game in the Bryan Harsin era after Gus Malz-
ahn took his talents to Auburn.  In last season’s game both teams combined for 
over 1000 yards of offense, but with Malzahn goes a very effective offensive 
scheme that will be hard to match in terms of production. Troy will once again 
move the ball with ease; however, without the play calling to match the Tro-
jans, the Red Wolves fall behind in the 3rd and never recover. 

TROY @ MISSISSIPPI ST 9/21 SCORE: 31-17 Trojans

The combination of the Bulldogs having to replace each of its four leading 
receivers from last season as well as three starters in the secondary gives the 
Trojans an advantage that they didn’t have last season. With a one-dimension-
al Bulldog offense the Trojans clamp down on the run game and Corey Robin-
son shreds the Mississippi St. secondary to return the favor from last season.

TROY @ DUKE 9/28 SCORE: 44-38 Trojans

The Blue Devils schedule the Trojans on Homecoming day in Durham; how-
ever, there will be no celebrating for Duke in the first meeting between the 
two programs. In a high-octane offensive showcase where both teams pos-
sess explosive offenses and uncertainties on defense collide; the story of this 
game will be ball control. In the end it’s the defense of the Trojans that makes 
enough plays to secure a victory. 

TROY vs SOUTH ALABAMA 10/5 SCORE: 38-13 Trojans

South Alabama will improve from its 2-11 finish last season, but the Jaguars 
are still a few years away from being a consistently competitive program. 
The Trojans will take advantage of a defense that allowed nearly 60 percent 
completions from opposing quarterbacks last season. Last year’s game was a 
turnover party with nine total between the teams. Expect a similar situation 
this game for two teams that are only 146 miles apart.

Season 
Predictions
BY  Devin Smith



SCHOOL 

T-1. Louisiana-Lafayette 
T-1. Louisiana-Monroe 
3. Arkansas State 
4. Western Kentucky
5. Troy 
6. Texas State
7. South Alabama
8. Georgia State 

POINTS

57 (4)
57(2)

45 (2)
44
35
23
19
8

2013 Preseason Sun Belt Poll
Voted on by all eight head coaches
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