
October 3, 2013Vol. 87, Issue 08 www.TropNews.com

ROPOLITAN
Homecoming Week

What’s Inside:
Football returns to Troy 
for a showdown with 
South Alabama.
Sports, pg. 9

Troy Career 
Services plans 
a boot camp 
for juniors 
and seniors

Brittany DeLong
Co-Business Manager

Junior and senior level students are encour-
aged to attend the Troy Career Services Boot 
Camp as preparation for this year’s career fair 
on Oct. 9. 

Career Services will be hosting two sessions 
of the boot camp each day on Monday Oct. 7 
and Tuesday Oct. 8. The first session will be 
“Dress for Success/Making a Lasting Impres-
sion” at 3 p.m., and the second session will 
be “Prepare for the Fair – How to get your 
‘boot’ in the door from an employer’s perspec-
tive” at 4 p.m.

“As far as the boot camp goes (during the 
first session) we will discuss the importance 
of dressing and handling yourself profession-
ally,” said Emily Albritton, Troy University 
Career Services graduate assistant. “We have 
Erica Tetsworth from PLS Logistics Services 
coming to talk to students (during the second 
session) about the do’s and don’ts of a career 
fair, how to approach a table and talk to an em-
ployer, and the importance of having an up to 
date résumé.” 

Lauren Cole, coordinator for Troy Career 
Services, shared topics that will be discussed 
during the boot camp:

-- How to approach employers confidently. 

The sessions will discuss how to prepare an 
appropriate summary of your skills, goals and 
background to interest employers and leave a 
lasting impression. 

-- How to make networking connections 
with employers in your industry of interest 
and possibly discover new career avenues you 
have never thought of.

-- How to create a presentable, error free ré-
sumé that will stand out. 

“There will be no other opportunities for 
students, from freshman to seniors, where 
they can walk in a room with 40 employers 
who want to talk to you and get to know you,” 
Cole said. “It is much harder when you don’t 

have that opportunity and have to approach 
employers one by one on your own.” 

The employers attending the career fair are 
listed on Trojan Recruiting Live, a jobs data-
base, and can be accessed fromtrojan.troy.edu/
careerservices.

Cole said that free professional headshots 
will also be provided at the career fair and that 
the better prepared you are for the career fair, 
the better chance you have to win prizes in-
cluding a Nook Color.

The employers will hold the raffle tickets 
and give them to the students who impress 
them the most.
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The Career Services Boot Camp will take place Oct. 7-8 to help upperclassmen 
students learn the do’s and don’ts in a professional setting along with resume 
building, what to wear to work and how to talk to employers. 

Homecoming 
court elections 
break record

Patrick Stephens
Staff Writer

This year’s Student 
Government Association 
election for homecoming 
court broke the Troy 
University record for 
elections.

Over 1500 students 
showed up to stand in line 
to cast their votes for the 
homecoming court in the 
election that took place 
this past week.

This year’s number of 
voters exceeded 1100, 
which is the typical 
number of voters that will 
be expected to turn out for 
this sort of election. 

“This is a really positive 
sign for future growth and 
interest in the Student 
Government Association,” 
said SGA Clerk Jake 
Thibodeaux, a sophomore 
business major from 
Decatur.

“It’s exciting to see  
greater number of students 
become interested in 
elections and come out to 
make sure that their votes 
and voices will be heard.”

“I thought the election 

ACHE 
approves 
three new 
degrees

Aigerim 
Toleukhanova

Staff Writer
Valario Johnson

News Editor

The Alabama Commis-
sion on Higher Education 
(ACHE) approved three 
new master’s degree pro-
grams at Troy University. 

A Master of Science 
in biomedical sciences, 
a Master in Social Sci-
ence and a Master of Arts 
in history have been suc-
cessfully launched at Troy 
University.

According to James F. 
Rinehart, Dean of the Col-
lege of Arts and Sciences 
and professor of interna-
tional relations, the master 
of social science was nec-
essary for Troy University. 

“There is no other mas-
ter’s of social science de-
gree program in the state 
of Alabama,” Rinehart 
said.

“It is an unusual pro-
gram because it is interdis-
ciplinary.”

The social science mas-
ter’s program will provide 
students with the oppor-
tunity to study interdisci-
plinary issues in the social 
sciences. 

Many issues that con-
front social scientists 
could not be put into one 
particular academic cate-
gory. These issues may not 
fit easily into sociology, 
anthropology, geography, 
political science or history, 
independently.

Students hold anti-war protest

Troy Greeks thriving with diversity
While the University of Alabama’s Greek system re-

mains under fire, Troy University Greeks have made ef-
forts to break down the racial barriers.

The University of Alabama’s historically white Greek 
sororities were criticized for “blackballing” several 
black women from their organizations during recruit-
ment in September. 

These organizations have been notorious for their 
“white only” groups, and the upcoming steps to end 
over a century of systematic segregation have already 
begun this semester.

Because of Alabama’s failure to work on the diversity 
in its Greek system, new rules have been established 
that allowed all to be a part of the recruitment process in 
a program called continuous open recruitment. 

This will potentially give all students the abilities and  
Hannah Crews

Barbara Patterson, the director of student involvement at Troy University 
said that the Greek organizations have become more diverse within the 
last six years including racial differences and nationalities. 
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Brynn FoBythe, a senior, nursing major from Orlando, Fla. participates in Troy University Stu-
dents For Liberty anti-war protest.
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Student protesters gathered on 
the quad next to the Trojan Center 
on Tuesday to hand out anti-war 
literature and promote creative, 
non-violent opposition to the 
devastation caused by war. 

The protest, held by the Troy 
University Students for Liberty, 
also hosted an art contest that 
awarded the best anti-war 
illustration with a $10 Milky 
Moos gift card.

The gift card was awarded to 
Catherine Baughn, a senior art 
and design major from Madison, 
for her drawing.

Quinton Marshall, a sophomore 
art major from Troy, participated 
in the art contest by drawing Link 
from “The Legend of Zelda: The 
Wind Waker” video game.

“The way he looks blowing 
with the wind represents freedom 
to me,” Marshall said.

Hannah Favre, the president of 
Students for Liberty and a senior 
psychology major from Tallassee 
said, “War is devastation. Not 
only does it devastate those who 
are directly participating in it, but 

it has far reaching impacts as well. 
War negatively impacts people 
who disagree with it, as well as the 
economy and environment we all 
must live and participate in. For 

these reasons, it is imperative we 
must all take part in standing up 
for our freedoms by encouraging 
peaceful means to our ends.”

“War is coercion on behalf of 

all.”
When asked why he chose to 

participate in the protest, Brad
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went extremely well. It was the biggest 
election in Troy’s history as far as voter 
turnout is concerned,” said Vice President 
of Legislative Affairs Paul Evans, a senior 
political science major from Montgomery. 

“This shows that students have an 
invested interest in who represents their 
university in regards of homecoming 
court and ultimately homecoming queen. 
It was really great to see so many students 

in the office voting.”
After the election of the homecoming 

court representatives, those chosen will 
go on to an interview process with the 
homecoming queen being crowned at 
halftime during the homecoming game.   

Currently, a task group is being formed 
with the Student Government Association 
to address election rules and procedures 
and setting the bylaws to accommodate 
the three types of elections the SGA 
overseas: SGA executive officers and 
academic representatives, resident hall 
representatives and homecoming court.

Election
Continued from page 1

Instead, these issues are 
broader and more com-
plex, requiring an interdis-
ciplinary response. 

“It allows students to 
study a mixture of differ-
ent social sciences dur-
ing their graduate experi-
ence,” Rinehart said.

After graduating from 
the social science pro-
gram, students can work 
in social science, demo-
graphics and government. 
Graduates would also be 
prepared for work as so-
ciologists and anthropolo-
gists. 

Many who graduate 
with a Master of Social 
Science go on to work as 
teachers and are able to 
teach multiple subjects 
because of their broad 
training. 

“Having graduate stu-
dents is something that 
professors really aim 
towards because it is a 
source of energy for us,” 
said Elizabeth Blum, pro-
fessor of history and asso-
ciate chair of the Depart-
ment of History and chair 
of the graduate commit-
tee.

According to Rinehart, 
the decision to create a 
master’s degree in his-
tory was based on demand 
from students for such a 
program.

“A lot of students who 
graduate with a bachelor’s 
degree leave here and 
go elsewhere to pursue 
graduate studies, and they 
would often say to me, ‘I 
wish I could stay here in 
Troy, but you don’t offer 
this graduate program,’” 

Rinehart said.
Graduates of this partic-

ular discipline can pursue 
careers in journalism and 
politics upon receiving a 
degree in history. They 
can also work as archi-
vists, work in museums 
or work at national monu-
ments.

According to Blum, the 
main difference between a 
master’s degree in history 
at Troy and a similar pro-
gram at other universities 
in Alabama is that you can 
do it online. 

“That’s a unique thing 
that allows students to be 
very flexible and work 
from home,” Blum said.

Within in the same 
college, the master’s de-
gree in biomedical sci-
ences was also approved 
through ACHE.

“We’ve been work-
ing on this for about two 
years,” said Janet Gaston, 
health professions advisor 
and biological sciences 
professor.

“We started working on 
the degree when we saw 
that students need more 
science classes or im-
provement to their GPAs 
when applying to health 
professional schools.”

The degree is mainly 
aimed at students who 
wish to pursue a career in 
the health professions but 
feel that they need more 
time before moving on 
with their professional ca-
reer. 

Gaston said students 
just don’t feel ready to 
make that transition yet. 

“We started work-
ing with the osteopathic 
school in Dothan, Ala-
bama College of Osteo-
pathic Medicine,” Gaston 
said.

Troy’s biology depart-
ment partnered with the 
osteopathic school be-
cause they did not have 
a cadaver lab stationed 
in McCall Hall. Labs of 
these sorts are crucial, 
specifically for anatomical 
and physiological courses.

However, Gaston feels 
that this is a big plus be-
cause “you’re taught by 
the medical school. You 
are studying alongside 
medical students.”

Currently, there are Troy 
graduate students who are 
working on an EBS biolo-
gy degree, who are taking 
courses at the osteopathic 
campus and have also ex-
pressed interest in switch-
ing their degree choice to 
the biomedical sciences 
track.

“This degree is compa-
rable to programs at LSU 
and Philadelphia’s Col-
lege of Osteopathic Medi-
cine,” Gaston said.

“We have modeled this 
program to these school’s 
fast track degrees.”

Graduates who are not 
interested in attending 
professional schools can 
work for the state depart-
ment, forensics labs or 
biological labs, to name a 
few. 

“Research jobs with the 
state pay good money,” 
Gaston said.

“Anything with a bi-
ology degree would be 
good.”

All three programs of 
study require the applicant 
to sit for and score well on 
the GRE. 

Questions about each 
degree can be directed to 
the office of College of 
Arts and Sciences, located 
in McCall 115.

ACHE
Continued from 
page 1

rights to be recruited with-
out going through the or-
ganized fall recruitment. 

Barbara Patterson, the 
director of student in-
volvement, says Troy Uni-
versity has gone through 
diverse changes within 
the last six years, and she 
hopes to see more inter-
action and understanding 
not only with blacks and 
whites but also with inter-
national students.

“I think the issue that 
happened at the Univer-
sity of Alabama, it is un-
fortunate that the media 
had to come there so the 
university would actually 
look at it,” Chris Hager, 
the coordinator of student 
involvement said. “Cam-
puses are becoming more 
and more diverse, with 
that comes change and I 
think that with Alabama, 

I’m just surprised that 
they’re just now taking the 
time to think about this is-
sue and have questions 
about the diversity of the 
organizations.”

“It being 2013, it’s dis-
heartening that this is just 
now coming to light. The 
Greek society has been 
around for years there, and 
you would have figured 
that they would have been 
a little more integrated by 
now than what they are,” 
Hager said.

Hager said he is very 
proud that Troy Universi-
ty is becoming integrated 
and chapters are more ac-
cepting of races and na-
tionalities. 

According to Hager, this 
year several sororities ac-
cepted black women, and 
three international men 
went through fraternity 
recruitment. The majority 
received bids.

“I think that we’re fall-
ing in line with what 
Chancellor Hawkins says 
with his mission to be-

come Alabama’s interna-
tional institution, and to 
do that we have to involve 
international students in 
all aspects of the campus,” 
Hager said.

Tammie Pinkston, Al-
pha Delta Pi’s interna-
tional president, gave 
this statement involving 
formal recruitment at the 
University of Alabama:

“During our thorough 
investigation at the Uni-
versity of Alabama, we 
confirmed that Alpha Del-
ta Pi processes and proce-
dures were followed, and 
our collegiate members 
had the support they need-
ed to make values-based 
and non-discriminatory 
decisions throughout re-
cruitment. We are proud 
of our Eta collegiate mem-
bers, who - contrary to 
many of the news reports - 
have a track record of em-
bracing diversity, and of 
the alumnae and advisors 
that have and continue to 
support them.”

Greek
Continued from
page 1

Protest
Continued from page 1 

McGlawn, a senior computer science 
major from Calera, said, “Thousands of 
children are dying in wars being waged 
by the United States around the world. 
People can blow numbers and statistics 
off as though it’s nothing, but each 
individual has a face, a family and a life. 
They deserve the chance to live without 
hellfire missiles being rained down on 
them.” 

The anti-war protest won’t be the only 
protest the Students for Liberty plan on 
hosting. Plans for a protest on the war on 
drugs are also in the making.

You can find out more about 
participating in these protests and 
joining the Troy University Students 
for Liberty by attending their weekly 
meetings that are held every Wednesday 
at 7 p.m. in the Johnson Center Library.

The Troy University Students for 
Liberty can also be contacted at their 
Facebook group of the same name.

“We are an organization dedicated to 
spreading the message of free markets 
and free minds through peace and 
liberty,” Favre said. 

“We aren’t affiliated with any 
political candidate, although we are 
predominately libertarian. That being 
said, we encourage people from all 
systems of thought.”

Scholarhip aimed at transfers
Jacob Barber 

Staff Writer

Starting next fall, Troy University will 
offer two new scholarships to commu-
nity college transfer students. 

The Transfer Merit Scholarship will be 
available to transfer students with at least 
a 3.5 GPA and is worth $3000, while the 
Transfer Achievement Scholarship will 
grant $2000 worth of tuition to those 
with a GPA of 3.25 or higher. 

All Alabama community college stu-
dents will be able to take advantage of 
the opportunity. Dean of Enrollment 
Management Buddy Starling believes 
that the scholarships will be beneficial 
for students, as well as the university. 

 “Anytime a student has an opportunity 
to offset college costs, we’re at a better 
competitive position for that student as 

they consider us a viable choice,” Star-
ling said. 

“I think that there is a growing respon-
sibility among students and parents to 
take out fewer loans to have their student 
graduate in a situation where they don’t 
owe so much in student loans. So any as-
sistance they can grab onto that is not in 
the form of a loan is a plus for the stu-
dent.” 

Starling adds that the new scholarships 
are an important addition to the current 
offerings.

“We want to be the most transfer-
friendly institution in the state,” Starling 
said. “We want to be able to tell that 
transfer student that this is exactly how 
your credits will be transferring here, 
that your credits have mattered and that 
they count for graduation at the four-year 
level.

Theft of Property Third Degree 
The FarmHouse Fraternity homecoming banner was stolen from Riddle Pace Field 
Saturday at 6:35 p.m.

Damage to Property
Front passenger side window of a 2012 Buick Verano was damaged in the nursing 
building parking lot Monday at 5:21 p.m.

Criminal Mischief Third Degree 
Rear passenger side back glass of a 2002 Hyundai Sante Fe was damaged in the 
Newman Center parking lot Tuesday at 5:59 p.m.

Crime Log

April Irvin Photo
From left  to right: Ana-Shea Fann, a senior economics major from 
Muskegon, Mich., Gordon Miller, a senior music major from Abmore and 
Chanda Hawthorne, a freshman marketing major from Jay, Fla.
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Since his arrival at Troy, Chad Downs, 
a junior marketing major from Santa 
Rosa, Fla., has been attempting to make 
his college years fulfilling and interesting. 
Thus far he has succeeded in making his 
experience a memorable one.

When Downs began his first year on 
campus, he admits that it was not what he 
expected from a college - he was shocked 
by the lack of involvement.

“It’s really hard getting people to join 
things at Troy,” Downs said.

But his problem could have been 
simply being unaware of where to look. 
“When I met my Vietnamese roommate – 
that was the trigger.”

With this connection, Downs began 
making more international friends. “I 
invited them to the beach, and they 
invited me back to Vietnam. It was pretty 
drastic,” Downs said.

Always ready for an adventure, Downs 
accepted. 

After returning from his visit, Downs 
decided he wanted to make a more 
permanent trip. Rushing to talk to his 
adviser and apply, Downs transferred to 
a Troy global campus located in Hanoi, 
Vietnam during the summer of 2012. He 
was the first American student to do so.

“It was really because of love,” Downs 
said. “I became interested in studying in 
Vietnam 80 percent because I was in love 
with who would eventually become my 
fiancé, and 20 percent because I wanted 
to re-experience my first Vietnamese 
trip.”

In Hanoi, Downs took two business 
classes. Luckily, both were in English. “I 
learned a few terms, but the language is 
very difficult. Tone is very important,” he 
says of Vietnamese.

Because of the language barrier, his 
fiance, fluent in English, remained one of 
his only close friends while in Vietnam. 
“I didn’t have strong relationships with 
a lot of them because they didn’t speak 
English well.”

He still found it to be an incredible 
experience. “All of your senses are just 
overwhelmed,” Downs says. “It’s a city 
of eight million people. You smell gas 
fumes, coffee and herbs. You can always 
get used to it, but then it’s still new. It’s 

hard to explain.”
Downs returned to the Troy campus for 

the fall semester of classes after finishing 
his summer semester in Vietnam. 

“Unless you’re the spontaneous or 
adventurous type, I recommend students 
go abroad to a country they have an 
interest and passion for. The more you 
know about the country you’re moving 
to, the better the experience will be. 

What you learn abroad will stay with you 
for life,” Downs says to others looking to 
study abroad.

Downs has also made other steps 
here in Troy to stay involved during his 
college years.

Downs founded a documentary club 
that meets regularly on campus. He is 
also an officer of ISCO, the International 
Student Cultural Organization. Downs 
said ISCO’s mission is “to spread cultural 
awareness and to share cultures.”

“I definitely want to turn marketing 
into a career,” Downs said of his major.

Interested in freelancing because of 
the flexibility of being your own boss, 
Downs has already taken steps to making 
a career. He has gotten several Troy 
clubs sponsored by local businesses as 
a self-proclaimed “middleman” while 
also writing for the online music blog, 
whiteraverrafting.com.

Though initially disheartened, Chad 
Downs has made the most of his time 
spent at Troy. “Over time I’ve realized 
that this school has given me a lot,” 
Downs said.

“I want to make a great positive change 
in the school because it made a great, 
positive change in me.”Advertisment 

Taylor Foxx
Staff Writer

According to recent studies by the 
Alabama Rural Health Association, 
numerous job opportunities are 
scattered across the state of Alabama 
for any student studying for a career 
in the medical field, yet thousands 
remain unfilled. Today in the rural, 
under-served counties of Alabama, 

a minimum of 156 primary care 
physicians, 262 dentists and 84 
psychiatrists are needed to eliminate 
the enormous shortages in these 
health care professions. The areas of 
need are extensive and include every 
area of medicine from veterinarians 
to nurses, physical therapists to 
medical specialists. 

It was this great need that 
drove Jonathan McCollum, a 
senior biomedical major from 
Autaugaville, and Darcy Perkins, 
a senior biomedical major from 
Prattville, to work on creating a local 
Rural Health Association chapter 
at Troy University. McCollum 
discovered the association while 
serving at a medical internship 
through the University of Alabama 

Birmingham (UAB). 
“When I did the internship, they 

showed us the statistics about how 
you have counties where only one 
or two doctors are available to the 
whole county,” McCollum said. 
“They said that they had so many 
students going in medicine saying 
they want to help people, but then 
they go and specialize and only help 
certain people.” 

The Rural Health Association 
is a national association and is 
subdivided by state. In Alabama, the 
Rural Health Association has formed 
local student chapters at several 
universities to raise awareness of 
the need for medical practitioners 
and provide opportunities and 
direction for interested medical 
students. Currently, there are student 
RHA chapters at the University 
of Alabama in Tuscaloosa, the 
University at South Alabama (USA) 
and University of Alabama in 
Huntsville (UAH). 

McCollum and Perkins held the 
first interest meeting for RHA on 
Wednesday, Oct. 2, and are looking 
to have the group officially chartered 
by November. Until then, the group 

still plans to meet several times 
a month and seek opportunities 
to volunteer in the local counties. 
During the meeting, McCollum and 
Perkins shared their desire to bring 
awareness to the need among Troy 
University’s medical student body 
while serving the communities in 
need. 

“This group,” McCollum said, 
“is about volunteering in rural 
communities and serving them like 
we will serve them later.” 

In particular, McCollum 
challenged medical students to 
consider returning to the rural 
communities they grew up in 
and serving their communities as 
medical professionals.  

Janet Gaston, the health 
professions adviser and the adviser 
of Troy University’s soon-to-be 
Rural Health Association, has 
personally experienced this need in 
her hometown in Wilcox County. 

“There are two doctors in Wilcox 
County right now and they are seeing 
everyone from infants to the elderly 
and everyone in between,” Gaston 
said. “My mother is in her eighties, 
and she is constantly going to the 
doctor. We have to drive two hours 
to see a specialist in Montgomery, 
sometimes twice a week.”

The first interest meeting was well 
received with about 25 students in 
attendance. For more information 
about the group and ways to get 
involved, please email Jonathan 
McCollum at jmccollum83719@
troy.edu.

For many in the medical field this 
group may open the door to working, 
serving and making a difference in 
the local communities of Alabama.

 “With more and more students 
pursuing careers in medicine, Troy 
would benefit from the Alabama 
Rural Health Association,” Perkins 
said. “I definitely want to be 
involved in my local community 
while pursuing my career in 
medicine. I want to settle down in a 
town where I feel that I can make a 
difference.”

Brittany DeLong
Co-Business Manager 

A record-breaking 
number of junior high 
and high school students 
from across Alabama 
attended the annual 
J-Day event in the Hall 
School of Journalism and 
Communication Thursday, 
Sept. 26. 

More than 490 students 
and advisers from 23 
schools, some as far away 
as Tuscaloosa and Smiths 
Station, attended the event 
for an opportunity to 
experience the journalism 
field through various 
workshops. 

This is a significant 
increase from the 150 
attendees in 2008. 

“This increase is due 
in part by the efforts 
of Kate Rowinsky, the 
department secretary, and 
the assistance of interns 
and student volunteers,” 
said Dr. Steven Padgett, 
director of the Hall 
School of Journalism and 
Communication. 

Rowinsky said that 
much of the credit for the 
success of J-Day belongs 
to the more than 70 Hall 
School student volunteers.

“Their service was 
invaluable whether 
it involved stuffing 
folders, filling gift bags, 
transporting more than 500 
backpacks from Wallace 
Hall to the Trojan Center 
or serving as ambassadors 
to the visiting schools,” 
Rowinsky said. “It was 
inspiring to see the 
number of Hall students 
eager to help with J-Day 
while expecting nothing in 

return for their service.”
“Many schools have 

to be very careful about 
what they spend on field 
trips and things like that, 
because schools budgets 
are very difficult right 
now,” Padgett said. “We 
had 23 schools that saw 
a benefit in what we did 
during J-Day.”

“This has been 
something we’ve done for 
more than 30 years, and 
for many of those years 
we would celebrate when 
we had more than 200 
students.”

“I truly believe that 
J-Day and Troy University 
can be that spark that my 
students need to take their 
education and passion for 
communications to the 
next level,” said Hunter 
Ames, communications 
teacher from Smiths 
Station High School. “We 
weren’t able to make it the 
past couple of years due to 
scheduling conflicts, but I 
made sure that we got to 
attend this year.”

“I made this trip a top 
priority this year and was 
overwhelmed at how 
much it had grown.”

J-Day gains exposure 
for the Hall School and the 
university. 

The event showcases 
what the journalism 
and communication 
department does and 
it showcases the Troy 
campus to perspective 
students. 

“We’re also showcasing 
what we do here in the 
hall school and for a lot 
of the students it’s their 
first exposure to Troy 
University,” Padgett said. 

Contributed photo

Participants in the first assembly of the Rural Health Association 
gather to learn more about the club as perspective members 
and discuss future club activities.

Chad Downs

National health association started on 
Troy campus for paraprofessionals 

High school journalism 
conference showcases 
Journalism department

Student ventures out on 
first study abroad Vietnam
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Antwan Dixon is a 
helpful faculty member for 
students to know whether 
they are having problems 
in one of his residence 
halls or just need to talk.

“I am in charge of the 
day-to-day management 
of the western residence 
halls,” Dixon said. This 
includes maintenance 
of those six residence 
halls and a process most 
students are familiar with 
– work orders. 

As area coordinator 
for the residence halls on 
the west side of campus, 
Dixon is in charge of 36 
resident assistants from 
the six buildings in that 
area of campus - Clements 
Hall, Alumni Hall and the 
four buildings that make 
up Trojan Village. Dixon 
also employs three office 
assistants to help him.

In total, Dixon’s 
buildings house about 
1,000 residents, a sizeable 
portion of the university’s 
population.

For a man involved 
with so many students 
and responsibilities, he 
tries to give each person 
that he meets his personal 
attention.

“I have an open door 
policy,” he said, meaning 
that his students can come 
into his office any time 
they have a problem or 
need to talk. He has two 
offices, one in the Trojan 
Village and one in Alumni 
Hall, but, “if they ever 
need to reach me, I am 
always in Alumni.”

Dixon’s office looks 
very similar to many 
others upon first glance. 
It proves to contain a few 
items that are out of the 
ordinary.

A large dry erase board 
occupies much of one 
wall. “I don’t use it,” 
he said, gesturing to the 
writings and doodles 
scrawled across it. “My 
RAs like to draw on it.”

Before his appointment 
to be interviewed, a 
resident assistant enters 
Dixon’s office with a 
question about recent 
room inspections while a 

woman attempts to enter 
the office, stating that he 
is expecting her. Dixon 
himself admits to staying 
very busy. “I don’t always 
get everything done that I 
planned to do that day,” he 
said.

Dixon advises students 
that, while he welcomes 
them at any time, it is best 
for them to first speak to 
their resident assistants 
to see if they can resolve 
the issue or to get help in 
making an appointment 
to speak with him 
uninterrupted. 

“They may not feel 
comfortable talking to a 
fellow peer, like an RA, 
but they would with an 
authoritative figure,” he 
said.

“I am well suited 
for this job because of 
my personality. I love 
interaction with people.”

Since beginning in 
college housing in 2006, 
Dixon’s roles have 
expanded into more than 
what his job title states. 
“Within this career there 
are many opportunities to 
teach and to learn,” Dixon 
said.

With a degree in coun-
seling from Jacksonville 
State University, Mr. 
Dixon often finds himself 
discussing everything 
from their housing prob-
lems to which classes to 
sign up for to confidential 
personal matters with 
students.

He advises all students 
under him to go into fields 
that they enjoy as he has 
done. 

“Enjoy the work you do 
and no two days are ever 
the same,” Dixon said. 

He will admit that his 
job in particular can get a 
little out of hand. “There 
are some nights that when 
I go to bed I have to ask 
myself, ‘Did that really 
happen today?’”

Dixon handles it with 
little outward worry. 

“Maybe after a few 
years have passed I can 
write a book,” he said, a 
smile on his face.

The Troy University Pre-Law 
Society is a student organization 
for those interested in a legal 
career. The organization brings law-
related speakers to campus, assists 
students applying to law school and 
undertakes projects related to the 
law.

The society will have its first 
meeting of the fall semester on 
Thursday, Oct. 3 at 2 p.m. in Trojan 
Center Room 224.

The speaker at this meeting will 
be Josh Roberts, a representative of 
the Jones School of Law, which is 

part of Faulkner University.
Roberts will discuss the law 

school application process and some 
of the advantages that Jones School 
of Law can offer.

The society will hold elections 
for officers in the near future. This 
is particularly important this year 
because the officers will be involved 
in bringing the Phi Alpha Delta 
International Legal Fraternity to the 
Troy campus.

Phi Alpha Delta is a highly 
respected organization composed 
of lawyers, judges, law students and 

undergraduate students worldwide.
If the Pre-Law Society can meet 

the eligibility requirements, it will 
merge into Phi Alpha Delta and 
operate as a service and honor 
society for students interested in the 
law.

All students are invited to the 
meeting. The students who establish 
a chapter of Phi Alpha Delta on 
the Troy campus will be helping 
themselves make better impressions 
on law school admissions 
committees and bringing honor and 
recognition to Troy University.

Emily Jackson
Features Editor
Jeremy Ackles

Staff Writer

Whether you’re painting this 
year’s banner for your organization, 
getting costumes ready for the skit 
night or firing up the grill at tailgate 
terrace feasting before the big 
game, traditions have made today’s 
homecoming experience something 
for the students and alumni to enjoy. 

Many students believe that 
the homecoming traditions and 
adaptations of old traditions 
bring Trojans together to increase 
school spirit. However, other 
students feel that the increased 
competition between organizations 
could counteract the purpose of 
homecoming: unity within the 
university. 

“Homecoming has gotten a 
lot more competitive,” said Trip 
Hubbard, a senior English language 
arts major from Montgomery who 
also serves as the vice president of 
campus activities. “I feel that some 
students have lost the sense of what 
the spirit of homecoming should be. 
Lots of groups are getting angry at 
other groups, and it gets tense.”

Still, many students find 
enjoyment in watching the 
competitions and find that they do 
bring together Trojans.  

“I think that homecoming 
competitions unify students because 
it gives everyone something to do,” 
said Brandy Caldwell, a sophomore 
biology major from Elba. 

When asked about students who 
are not a part of groups that compete 
in homecoming competitions 
Caldwell said, “I don’t really 
know. You see, I’m not really in 
any organizations, but it just gives 
students something to watch or 
something to look forward to.” 

Activities such as the dance 
competition, the banner competition, 
Skit Night, the judging of parade 
floats, step shows, tailgates, the 
crowning of homecoming queen, the 
pep rally and the new Service Day 
are all part of this year’s celebration. 
Out of those nine events, five of the 
events are competitions, placing 

teams (commonly made up of 
organizations) against one another. 

Barbara Patterson, director of 
student involvement and leadership, 
has seen many Troy homecomings 
over the years and highlighted 
some significant changes such as 
the growth of homecoming events 
and competitions, the campaigning 
of homecoming queen and the 
increased amount of responsibility 
that lies on the Student Government 
Association in preparation for the 
celebration. 

Patterson noted changes in events 
such as dance night. She said that 
the dance competition used to look 
more like a dance marathon where 
couples would dance together and 
the judges would pick the best 
couple. Now students practice for 
weeks perfecting their routine for 
this year’s dance competition.

“I was surprised when I saw 
students campaigning,” Patterson 
said. “It used to be they never 
campaigned.”

According to Patterson, 
candidates for homecoming court 
started campaigning over the last 
five years. 

Courtney Addison, a junior from 
Excel and a sister of Alpha Gamma 
Delta, said that in no way does 
the competition overshadow the 
purpose. 

“I know that a lot of people have 
said that homecoming competition 
is nothing but a fraternity battling 
another fraternity or a sorority 
battling another sorority, but to me 
it isn’t that way,” Addison said. “I 

take pride in my university and in 
my sorority as well. I think it all 
works together for Troy University 
as a whole. I don’t see it as nega-
tive competition. At times it can get 
a little heated - I’m not going to lie. 
But I don’t think that it overpowers 
the message of homecoming.” 

She also mentioned that competi-
tions are for alumni members who 
come back to Troy.  

According to alumni director 
Faith Ward, alumni from as early as 
the 1950’s still come to this campus 
to view to see how their organiza-
tions have flourished. 

Brandon Gurubel, a junior mar-
keting major from Lake Martin and 
a member of FarmHouse fraternity, 
said that he can see both sides. 

“I think there does need to be 
more of a united effort in a sense 
to where maybe all organizations 
could work together,” Gurubel said. 
“Maybe one big project or more or 
less a project or just working togeth-
er to promote Troy spirit through the 
week.” 

“But at the same time, I think that 
competition is good and healthy for 
getting more people involved. Peo-
ple have pride in their organizations, 
and they don’t want to see their or-
ganization put to shame by other 
competition. They want to compete 
and competition gets people out 
there. It get’s people motivated to 
just do a good job,” Gurubel said.

April Irvin photo
Gardner Hall residents slave away on a superhero-, monopoly- 
themed homecoming banner for homecoming week.

Antwan Dixon

Pre-law association aids student’s success
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Homecoming competitions 
spark unity or adversity? 

Area coordinator 
puts counseling 
degree to use 
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Patrick Stephens
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Hazing is bad.  There is absolutely no doubt about 
that.  

But is hazing as bad as we make it out to be, and is 
it as prevalent as popular culture and the media make 
it out to be?  

I don’t believe so.
One of the most prevailing myths about Greek life is 

that hazing is an everyday occurrence and is ingrained 
as a part of our culture, and this is simply not the case.  

Hazing is usually written up to be isolated incidents, 
because they are exactly that.  

Everyone talks up the stories, of course, but it simply 
couldn’t be as widespread as some would have you 
believe.  

Simply enough, if it happened more, it would be 
reported more and we would hear about it more.  

The other thing that needs to be addressed is what 
exactly is hazing?  

To boil down the definition to common speak, 
anytime anyone is made to do anything that is against 
their wishes, it is to be considered hazing.

Forced consumption of alcohol, demeaning public 
displays or anything of that nature is hazing, of that 

there is no doubt.  
However what about other more mundane things? 
If an organization requires a dress code, certain 

number of hours studying every week or filling out 
grade reports, and the person feels uncomfortable with 
this, the organization is guilty of hazing.

Even the word itself has become such a buzzword 
lately that nothing peaks interest and makes authority 
figures cringe more than when it goes thrown out there. 

Now this is not to make light of any of the tragedies 
that have happened as a result of new member initia-
tion in the past.

These events are all very tragic, but they all have 
a common thread in that they all could have been 
prevented.  

Most hazing comes as a result of an older member 
pushing things too far and a younger member or 
member candidate not knowing enough to be able to 
say no.

The solution to this is: hazing prevention education. 
This is something that should be available to all 

incoming students and something that all student orga-
nizations should be a part of, Greek or not.  

We need more of this so we can recognize the dangers 
that have occurred in the past and work so that they do 
not have to happen again.

Dear International 
Students:

Apologies are never any 
fun, but if there was ever 
one that was overdue, it 
might be this apology. 

I can’t speak for anyone 
other than myself, but I 
know that I am not the only 
one who has struggled in 
this way and have failed to 
act in the way I should. 

This is not meant to be 
a passing apology that 
quietly voices momentary 
regret and seeks to quickly 
move on. 

This is a humble apology 
that recognizes my short-
comings and a desire to 
change the actions and 
habits I have formed. 

That is the real reason to 
apologize anyway, isn’t it? 

You have come from all 
over the world, and you 
may very well be the first 
person I have met who 
wasn’t like me. 

You might 
laugh, but 
I didn’t 
know a lot 
of people 
when I was 
growing up 
who didn’t 
speak my 
l a n g u a g e , 
didn’t hold 
my beliefs 
or go to my 
church. 

T h e r e 
were some, 
but they 
were usually easy to avoid. 

Why are differences 
such a big deal? 

Deep down inside, I am 
afraid of change. 

I don’t know how to act 
around people who are 
different from me. I fear 
the unknown, and I have 
realized that building a 
relationship with an inter-
national student opens the 
doors to a lot of unknowns. 

Regrettably, I have so 
often taken the easy route 
and avoided encountering 
those different from me. 

This fear is unaccept-
able, and I know it has 
robbed us both of oppor-
tunities to learn and grow 
together. 

When you say you are 
Hindu or Muslim, I must 
confess I have let this 
affect my actions. 

I must sincerely 
apologize. I say I am a 
Christian, but, most of the 
time, I don’t know what I 
believe. You may quickly 
realize that cultural 
religion only breeds 
ignorance and hypocrisy. 

So when you say you 
are Muslim or Hindu, I am 

afraid because it forces me 
to examine what I actually 
believe. 

So often, I haven’t even 
tested my own faith to 
know why I believe. It’s 
hard to handle thoughtful 
questions to that which I 
have given no thought. 

This is not your fault 
but mine entirely. I do, 
however, thank you for 
testing my beliefs. I need 
people like that. 

I confess: I have heeded 
the stereotypes. I have 
watched the nationalistic 
propaganda. 

Usually, I think I know 
what you will be like 
before I even meet you. I 
know this is wrong, and I 
am learning how to base 
my beliefs on facts and 
relationships and not what 
others or my country tells 
me.  

You may 
think I am 
so busy, 
and most 
of the time 
I think I 
am busy 
too. 

I live in 
a world 
based on 
managing 
e v e r y 
minute and 
second. 

I know 
relationships take time and 
sometimes I get so caught 
up in myself to take time 
to invest in the people 
around me, much less 
those who are different 
from me. 

I apologize for my lack 
of thought, lack of courage 
and lack of initiative. I 
really don’t understand 
how hard it is for you. 

I forget how intimidat-
ing it must be to leave 
your home country and 
live in a place that differs 
from your own in every 
way.  

I don’t know how lonely 
it can be here, far away 
from friends or family. 

I don’t know how 
difficult and humbling 
it is to struggle to do the 
simplest things like travel, 
shop or build relation-
ships. I am learning and 
hope that you will give me 
a second chance. 

You deserve it. 

Name withheld

Letter to the Editor:
Student makes amends 
with international 
students for xenophobia

Hazing definition should be 
reconsidered; preventative 
education a necessary step

Seth Nicholson

As Troy University’s official student 
newspaper, the Tropolitan strives to serve 
student interests.  The Perspectives page 
is an outlet for Tropolitan editors to ques-
tion university policies that do not benefit 
Troy’s students, praise those that do and 
call attention to national and state issues 
that relate to students.
Editorials stand as the official, corporate 

opinion of  the Tropolitan.  Our opinions 
are not influenced by campus organiza-

tions or societies, university administra-
tion or political parties. The first copy of  
the Tropolitan is free to any student or 
employee of  Troy University. Each addi-
tional copy costs $1.

Guest Columns
The Tropolitan encourages students, 

faculty and staff  at Troy University to 
express opinions in a guest column of  
500-700 words.  Dissenting opinions are 

welcomed, but not all expressions are the 
sole opinion of  their author and do not 
reflect the beliefs of  the Tropolitan.

Letters to the Editor
The Tropolitan welcomes letters from 

students, faculty, staff  and non-Troy af-
filiated persons.  Dissenting opinions and 
corrections are welcomed.
The Tropolitan does not exclusively 

print letters favorable to the newspaper.  

Letters to the editor must be signed by 
the author, and a phone number must be 
included.
All submissions must be word-processed 

and emailed to the Tropolitan by 5 p.m. 
on Monday.  All submissions may not be 
published.
Submissions bashing groups or individ-

uals on the basis of  race, gender, age, eth-
nic group, orientation or religious belief  
will not be printed. 

Editorial Policies
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“I confess: 
I have 
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I have 
watched the 
nationalistic 
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October is Breast Cancer 
Awareness month and for every 
Large Pizza purchased, Hungry 
Howie’s will make a donation to the 
National Breast Cancer Foundation. 
Their programs help save lives 
through breast cancer awareness 
campaigns, early detection methods 
and cancer research. Thru Love, 
Hope & Pizza, you can help the 
cause.
Order the pizza that makes a 
difference.

1111 B US 231 S. Next to Sherwin Williams

$13
Large 2-Topping Pizza, 3 Cheezer Howie
Bread with Dipping Sauce Plus a 2-Liter

Plus sales tax.
Delivery extra. 

Expires in 30 Days.Plus sales tax. Delivery Extra. Expires in 30 Days. Veggie, Howie Maui, Meat Eaters or Works

$595 $10
Cheese or Pepperoni Any Specialty

Carry-out Carry-out

LARGE PIZZA

WE
DELIVER!

TROY    807-9998
TROJAN  MEAL

33
4

Kelsey Vickers
Staff Writer

The Troy University 
John M. Long School of 
Music will be hosting two 
internationally known 
jazz musicians who will 
conduct a workshop for 
students in the vocal jazz 
ensemble, Frequency.

Vocal jazz composer 
and arranger Kerry 
Marsh and vocalist Julia 
Dollison will be on the 
Troy campus Oct. 20-22 
and will host workshops 
sponsored by the Jazz 
Education Network, the 
Herb Alpert Foundation 
and the Troy Univer-
sity Office of Sponsored 
Programs.

Dr. Diane Orlofsky, 
choral conductor and 
director of Frequency, 
said she looks forward 
to this opportunity for 
the group to meet with 
these two well-known 
musicians.

“We actually got to 
meet them last year at the 
Jazz Educator’s Network 
conference,” Orlofsky 
said. 

Orlofsky said one night 
during the conference 
she was speaking with 
Marsh and Dollison, and 
they told her they would 
love to hear Frequency 
perform even though they 

were not scheduled to 
perform at the conference.

“So we went around and 
got all the members in the 
vicinity, including waking 
up those who were asleep, 
and they performed and 
had a mini-workshop with 
Marsh right there around 
midnight,” Orlofsky said.

Orlofsky said having 
these renowned musicians 
come give workshops to 
the students will be a great 
way to put Frequency on 

the map as well as give 
them a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to learn from 
internationally known 
musicians.

She said the group will 
be performing pieces 
composed by Marsh 
himself to “pay homage 
to the composer.” 

“I think it’s wonderful 
that we could get them 
down here to give them 
workshops,” Orlofsky 
said. “A lot of schools try 

to bring in the best of the 
best for their students, and 
that’s what we’re trying to 
do.”

Melanie Sims, a senior 
print journalism major 
from Troy, said she looks 
forward to the workshops 
with Marsh and Dollison.

“It’s always great to 
be able to learn from the 
composer or arranger of 
a piece you’re working 
on,” Sims said. “I’m so 
thankful to the music de-

partment for arranging 
this special opportunity 
for Frequency.”

Sims said that working 
with the two musicians 
will give Frequency a 
new and fresh look into 
the music they’ve been 
working on for the past 
couple of months.

“Marsh will be able 
to tell us why he wrote 
something a certain way 
and how he was feeling 
at a specific point in the 

music,” she said. “It’s a 
really cool thing to be a 
part of.”

Blake Eubanks, a 
senior music education 
major from Ashford, also 
looks forward to meeting 
with these well-known 
musicians.

“I’m looking forward to 
being able to work with 
great musicians who I 
aspire to be like on day,” 
Eubanks said. “It’s great 
to have proof that people 
can actually have a suc-
cessful career in the music 
field.”

Eubanks said the best 
part of being involved 
with Frequency is being 
able to make great music 
with people who share the 
same passion for music 
that he does.

Frequency is a vocal 
jazz ensemble that 
students must audition to 
join. The group, founded 
in 2009, is devoted to 
contemporary a cappella 
and small-combo-ac-
companied vocal jazz. It 
provides a quality per-
forming experience for 
Troy students, regardless 
of major. 

Additional information 
about the workshop and 
Frequency can be found 
at www.music.troy.edu/
vocalchoral or by calling 
334-670-3322.

Zachary Winslett
Arts and Entertainment Editor

Troy University’s Quality Enhancement Plan (QEP) 
wants students to surround themselves with and 
embrace a culture of reading. 

“We want you to read,” said Hal Fulmer, the associate 
provost and dean of undergraduate and first-year 
studies. “There are all kinds of reasons not to read, and 
we know you have to cheat to find time.”

Fulmer said that, though some may never be avid 
readers, students read everyday in many forms.

Part of the QEP’s efforts to encourage students to 
read is its Afternoon with an Author sessions.

For the QEP’s second installation of Afternoon with 
an Author, Frye Gaillard, writer in residence at The 
University of South Alabama and awarding-winning 
author, historian and journalist, spoke to students on 
Monday about his book, “The Books That Mattered: A 
Reader’s Memoir.” 

Gaillard’s book explores and celebrates the impor-
tance of specific classic and contemporary pieces of lit-
erature and their connection to the human condition. It 
illustrates his personal experience as a reader and how 
he came to conclusions about historical context and the 
connectedness of humans. 

Gaillard specifically harnesses inspiration from 
Southern literature, and his book serves as a veritable 
reference book for often unknown, powerful fiction.

Gaillard’s passion for reading wasn’t always present.
“I didn’t like books as a child,” Gaillard said. “Fairy 

tales scared me as a child, and assigned reading was 

boring.”
Gaillard wasn’t a reader until “Jonny Tremain,” by 

Esther Forbes, imbued him with a passion for reading.
“A storyteller brought to life history in a way I wanted 

to hear,” Gaillard said. 
Gaillard wanted to write about books that interested 

him, and his book includes works such as: “Huckleberry 
Finn,” “All the Kings Men,” “To Kill a Mockingbird,” 
“Salvation on Sand Mountain,” “The Diary of a Young 
Girl: Anne Frank,” “Slaughterhouse-five” and “Roots.”

Gaillard’s presentation consisted of several experien-
tial excerpts about some of the books he writes about in 
“The Books That Mattered: A Reader’s Memoir.” He 
presented about historical figures such as Huey Long, 
and he made connections between literature and the 
periods of time they portray.

Gaillard also offered advice on how to find contem-
porary literary fiction, which he said is often overshad-
owed by classics.

“You have to rely on word of mouth sometimes,” 
Gaillard said. 

Gaillard also said that there are polarized feelings 
about digital books and Kindles, but they are good 
things for exposure. 

“What he talked about is my life,” said Meg Shack-
elford, a senior English major from Troy. “Meeting an 
author that’s published that wrote my own experience 
is pretty awesome, and it gives me hope for a future in 
writing.”

Gaillard’s fusion of English, history and journalism 
attracted the interest of a myriad students.

“As he spoke about history, he spoke about what I 

love,” said Haley Hart, a senior history major from 
New Orleans.

The next Afternoon with an Author is scheduled to be 
in November.

Kianna Collins
Staff Writer

The Riders in the Sky, an iconic 
Western Americana band, is bringing 
their comedic brand of music to Troy.

“The Riders in the Sky are America’s 
favorite cowboys,” John Jinright, 
associate professor of music, said. 
They’re from Nashville, Tenn., and 
perform at the Grand Ole Opry.

“Riders are comedians, whose wacky 
Western wit is an integral cornerstone of 
their live performances,” Jinright said.

Their musical styling follows that of 
Gene Autry and Roy Rogers.

Students will get a humorous and 
musical experience at the performance, 
and they might hear familiar tunes from 
the Toy Story movies.

The Riders are the only Western 
Americana act to win two Grammys. The 
members that comprise the Riders are a 

diverse group.
The members consist of a theoretical 

plasma physicist, a Polka Hall of Fame 
member, a wildlife manager and an 
English major who also is a shot-putter 
and a Bluegrass boy. 

They have released over 30 albums 
over three decades and produced 
Grammy winning children’s albums. The 
child fans are called Saddle Pals. 

Tickets for a normal performance by 
the Riders are up to three or four times 
more expensive than student tickets.  

“Students have an incredible opportu-
nity to see them,” Jinright said. “Students 
can also expect lots of laughs and great 
music.” 

The performance is Oct. 10th at 7 p.m. 
in the Claudia Crosby Theater. There are 
a limited amount of free tickets available 
in Trojan Center 215, and, after that, 
general admission is $20 and student 
tickets are $5.

Cass Davis photo

Frequency, a vocal jazz ensemble, is composed of students from various majors and fields of 
interest. The group requires a high level of commitment and synergy, as they have no conductor.

Workshop tunes up Frequency

Author shares reading passion

Visarut  Pawawongsak

Frye Gaillard

Riders in the Sky mosey 
over to Troy University
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Student Discount with ID
Tickets Available@ kiosk

In The Trojan Center

12:45
  6:451:15, 4:15, 7:15, 9:30

2D 2D

1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 9:40

4:05
9:50

1:05, 4:05, 7:05, 9:35

1:10, 4:10, 7:10, 9:45

10/4 - 10

1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 9:35
2D 2D

Jill Odom
Variety Editor

“The Artist” delves into the value of 
silence and what can be lost in the noise 
of the crowd. It also hearkens back to 
when going to the movies was a tradition 
and a cultural commodity. Nowadays 
people simply wait to rent a movie and 
pass on visiting the theater. 

“The Artist,” the first film of the 
Tournées Festival, was shown Sept. 26 
at 7 p.m. in Patterson Room 103. The 
movie came out in 2011 and won 5 
Academy Awards including Best Picture.

“The Artist” is set in the late 1920s as 
the era of silent films comes to a close. 
Jean Dujardin, one of France’s biggest 
stars, plays George Valentin. Valentin is 
a charming silent film actor who is faced 
with the threat of the talkies making him 
obsolete. 

Valentin encounters a young, vivacious 
woman named Peppy Miller who he 
helps work her way up in the industry, 
and she eventually becomes the fresh 
new face of the talking movies. Valentine 
falls into obscurity and depression as he 
struggles with the rise of the talkies. 

The film itself is black-and-white and 
silent, but, instead of detracting from the 
story, it adds to it. Because the movie 
uses both of these filming styles, the 
viewers can appreciate the type of acting 
required in the silent film era. Actors 
were dependent on facial expression and 
body language to express what they were 
feeling. 

Though a silent film, the soundtrack 
is crucial to conveying the emotion 
and mood of certain scenes. It is filled 
with comedy, romance and drama. The 
musical score helps inform the audience 
what to be feeling subconsciously. 

It deals with themes such as “is the 

new  necessarily better” and how the 
young tend to take for granted the fact 
that the way was made for them by their 
predecessors. 

The costumes used give off a realistic 
art deco vibe and transport the viewers 
back to the time of flappers and sharply 

dressed men with fedora hats.
Dujardin creates such a charismatic 

persona in Valentine that the audience is 
immediately attached to him and is sym-
pathetic as hard times fall upon him, his 
loyal valet, Clifton and his adorable Jack 
Russell terrier. 

 Valentin is a dapper action hero star 
who is delightful on set and off. 

The old movie star thinks of sound as 
a fad and feels that silent movies are true 
art, to the point where he finances his 
own movie to compete against Peppy’s 
talking film. 

During one part of the movie Valentin 
and Peppy film four takes together where 
they are waltzing. It becomes obvious 
that they are falling harder for each other 
with each take and the chemistry that 
is there is one of the reasons why the 
film is so great. Even without speaking 
the viewer can see the love that the two 
share just by pure facial expression. 

This movie is a crowd pleaser due to 
the fact that even in the lowest moments 
of Valentin’s life there are still humorous 
moments that keep the crowd involved. 
Also the actor is so lovable the audience 
will remained glued to their seats in 
hopes that things will turn around for 
him. 

The few points in the movie where 
sound is used, it is from Valentin’s night-
mares and fears. Sound assaults his ears 
until the end of the movie where Peppy 
is able to come up with an idea that 
combines his superb dancing skills with 
the new art of sound. 

The fact that Valentin and his medium 
are incorporated with the new age of 
filming shows how sometimes beautiful 
things from the past can still be valuable 
in the now. 

Director Michel Hazanavicius 
achieves this proving his point by telling 
the very story in a silent black-and-white 
film, which most people feels is obsolete 
and reserved for Turner Classics. 

The next movie for the French film 
festival is “A Cat in Paris” on Thursday, 
Oct. 3, at 4 p.m. 

maati.tv photo

Thanks to a Tournées festival grant, Troy University students have an op-
portunity to view four more French films Patterson Hall Room 101.

Film festival begins with ‘The Artist’

‘The Shape of Things’

Today and tomorrow are the last days to see “The Shape of Things.” Showings are in the Upstairs Theatre Studio in Malone Hall at 7:30 p.m. General 
admission is $10, and students can purchase tickets for $5 with a student ID. The play is a modern retelling of Eve’s seduction of Adam. It delves not 
only into the intimacies of human relationships, but it also studies the ethics of art. Due to mature language and themes, the play is for mature audi-
ences. (Left Photo): Noah Williams, a freshman theatre major from Hunstville; Psacoya Guinn, a senior theatre major from McCalla; Halley Tiefert, a 
junior theatre major from Albany, Ga.; Baine Ellis, a sophomore theatre major from Cataula, Ga.

Jennifer Carlisle photos
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How to play:
Each of these word games represents a saying 
or pop culture/entertainment reference. Think 

literally to solve. Answer are in the lower 
right corner 

Solutions

1. Undercover cop
2. Bad intention
3. Sea water
4. Therefore

Word Games

1. 2.

4.3. C   HIJKLMNO There

TENBADTION
COVER

COP

There

There

There

Jill Odom
Variety Editor

Procrastination, we all do it, but whether we recog-
nize we are doing it is another question. The key to 
stopping your stalling is to acknowledge that you are 
doing it. Once you admit that you are putting things off 
you can focus on getting something accomplished.

5. The “Just One More” Effect

This can vary from when you are watching YouTube 
videos and keep clicking on the next clip to watching 
another episode of the latest addictive TV series on Net-
flix. 

You decide that after this episode or video you will 
start your homework, but, as the show ends, you find 
your hand drifting to click the next button and tell your-
self after this one you’ll really go start your homework.

Don’t kid yourself. If you find yourself in this situa-
tion there are several options. 

One is to have a friend hold you accountable. Tell 
them that after you finish that specific episode you will 
begin your homework and give them the right to forc-
ibly strip you of your laptop or TV remote.

Another tip is to disconnect from your Internet until 
you have finished your work. 

Once you have finished you may reward yourself 
with an episode or two but not the whole season!

4. Scrolling for updates

When it is late at night and you know no one else is 
awake except the poor souls who are also up suppos-
edly doing their homework, you will decide to scroll 
up and down Facebook hoping for any form of a post 
or update.

As you nod your head and smile sheepishly while 
reading this, come to terms with the fact that no one is 
going to post a ground-breaking status that you cannot 
bear to miss until you have finished your assignment.

Put your phone away or turn it off. If you have to be 
on your laptop for the homework, pull up the pages you 
need for the assignment and then disconnect from the 
Internet. The pages will stay up as long as you don’t 
close out of the browser.

3. Organizing/cleaning

As you sit down to actually get your work done you 

realize how messy your desk looks and have a sudden 
urge to organize everything. 

Once your desk looks neat and orderly you decide 
that your closet really should be color-coded, and then 
you decide that, while you’re at it, you will disinfect the 
entire room since flu season is coming up.

What you are doing is rearranging your priorities so 

that the task that actually should get done is usually the 
last thing on your list. 

Yes, having a clean and tidy room is a nice thing, 
but you aren’t getting a grade on it. If you are honest 
with yourself, you know that you have time to do those 
things when there isn’t a pressing assignment due.

2. Random impulses

This is when suddenly every craving and urge must 
be satisfied instantaneously. Say you want a milkshake. 
Instead of being rational about it and deciding to get 
one next time you go out, you gather as many other 
friends as possible and load up in the car to hit up a fast 
food place. 

Then, rather than simply taking the drink back to the 
dorm to finish your work; you stay at the restaurant 
chatting it up with your friends for hours.

These impulses will lead you down the road of obe-
sity (because honestly how many times do you crave 
something healthy?), and you tend to drag your friends 
into these as well. 

If you have the sudden urge to go see a new movie, 
with a paper due that night, you are going to make sure 
you have someone with you so you don’t feel as guilty.

There isn’t much help for this one other than to resist. 
Show some self-control and use the item you crave so 
much as your reward after you finish instead. You will 
feel much better about yourself.

1. Shooting the breeze

You know you are avoiding doing work when you 
start doing this. Your roommate that you barely speak 
to comes in the room, and you suddenly are desperately 
interested in the intimate details of his or her day. 

This isn’t to say that talking with people you do care 
about doesn’t count as procrastinating.

When you sit with a friend talking for three hours 
straight about why each person in your life is like a 
character on “Friends” you know it’s time to shut up 
and work. 

It is great to have pals that you can talk to about any-
thing, but sometimes the trivial things have to be put 
on hold.

Remember you are in college for a reason. The teach-
er gave you that assignment for a reason. Take your 
work as seriously as you would at your real world job 
because that is what college is preparing you for. 

Jill Odom
Variety Editor

The seventh Trojan Treasure is the 
Communications Club. It meets the first 
Tuesday of every month at 5:30 p.m. in 
Wallace Hall Room 107. 

The Communications Club is open to 
all students. It helps members practice 
their overall communication skills and 
develop a better understanding of poten-
tial careers in the field of communica-
tion. It focuses on communication and 
also does things that are beneficial to all 
majors.

Its goals are for members to network 
with one another and with professionals 
in the communication field.  Members 
work on enhancing their resumes and 
making themselves more prepared for 
the professional world. 

The Communications Club was 
formed so that students interested in 
communication would have a group 
with whom to talk and grow so each 
member can become a better profes-
sional in the field.

 The Communications Club conducts 
community service projects and spon-
sors the annual Forensic Tournament. 
The Forensic Tournament is a speech 
competition where students can enter in 
different divisions such as poetry, prose 
and storytelling. The date has not been 
set yet for this year’s Forensic Tourna-
ment, but it is usually held in Trojan 

Center in the spring.
This semester, the organization is 

focusing on building resumes and talk-
ing to professionals in the communica-
tion field who can give advice and ideas 
about the future. On Tuesday, Oct. 1, the 
group worked with Career Services to 
enhance resumes.

Currently the Communications Club 
is working on getting professionals in 
different careers to come speak at the 
next meetings. Next semester, the group 
has planned to hold an etiquette dinner 
that will be open to all students.

“I think students should join the 
Communications Club because we just 
do what we love to do, and that is to 
communicate with each other,” said 
club president, Becca Bonner, a senior 
communications major from Eufaula. 
“Hopefully, students will become more 
effective communicators and better 
professionals by being in the club. Also, 
it is a really relaxed atmosphere, and we 
have a lot of fun at each meeting. Plus, 
we have food!”

Bonner said she hopes the group will 
grow more this semester from the 20 
members it has right now. The Commu-
nications Club’s sponsor is Dr. Maryjo 
Cochran.  Dues are $10 a semester and 
$20 for a whole year.

For those who want to get in contact 
with the Communications Club can 
email Becca Bonner at rbonner83494@
troy.edu or join the Facebook group. 

Trojan Treasure: Communications Club

Five signs that you are procrastinating 

Erica Laidley, a freshman health and human 
services major from Culman, puts off doing her 
homework by checking all of her social media 
sites on her iPhone. Procrastination is a college 
student’s common problem due to all the dis-
tractions out there and the much more pleasant 
activities than doing assignments. 

Hannah Crews photo

Jill Odom photo

The Trojan Treasures section features a new or unheard of organization each 
week. If you want to have your group mentioned, then please email TropVariety.
gmail.com and explain what your organization does, when you meet and where 

and some of the things your plans to do during the semester.

Becca Bonner, a senior communications major from Eufaula, introduces 
the guest speaker, Lauren Cole, for the meeting on Oct. 1 in Wallace Hall 
Room 107. Lauren Cole is the coordinator of Career Services and spoke 
to the students about the basics of making a resume and what is expect-
ed of them. 
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Megan Phillips
Staff Writer

After a 38-31 loss to Duke in week 
five, the Troy football team (2-3) now 
turns its attention to the challenge ahead 
in game six against South Alabama for a 
homecoming tilt at Veterans Memorial 
Stadium on Saturday at noon. 

The Jaguars, a team that enters this 
pivotal conference game with a Sun 
Belt record of 1-0, is not a force to be 
reckoned with, as head coach Blakeney 
knows all too well. 

“I’ve said all along that they will be a 
factor this year,” Blakeney said. “They’re 
as good as anybody in our league in my 
opinion, and what I saw on film today 
validated my opinion.”

Both teams come into the game quite 
evenly matched statistically, with Troy 
having scored an average of 34.4 points 
per game, and USA trailing closely with 
29.2, and then defensively with Troy 
having 10 sacks and USA with nine. 

To tackle the team head on, Blakeney 
knows that his main focus is going to 
have to be on preparedness, focusing 
on the unity of his team, as well as on 
outstanding players like Trojan wide 
receiver Wilson Van Hooser, one of 
eleven players to make a touchdown this 
season, having accomplished his first in a 
Troy uniform against Duke. 

“No one wants to lose games,” Van 
Hooser said. “I think as a team, we are 
ready to go and focus on South Alabama.”

Although Troy comes into this game 
with a disappointing streak of  three 
losses on the road, the Trojans still 
hold only victories on their home turf, 
something that they won’t take lightly for 
their homecoming game. 

“If there is a good way to think about 
these last three road games, it is that we 
lost only once to a Sun Belt team,” senior 
quarterback Corey Robinson said. “We 
were close again, but it wasn’t accept-
able. We have got to score touchdowns.”

Robinson also recognizes that although 
the Trojans may have the home team 
advantage, the Jaguars are not a team to 
be underestimated. 

“They have good coaches and good 
players,” Robinson said. “It is going to 
be a good football game.”

While fans flock around the intensive 
homecoming atmosphere, Blakeney has 
encouraged his players to keep their 
focus and not become distracted by 
frivolous festivities. 

“I have warned them that their con-
centration needs to be on the game,” 
Blakeney said. “I believe that we will get 
full cooperation with that.”

Kickoff for the CSS televised game 
will be on Saturday, Oct. 5 at 12 p.m.

To Bentley, the Red Wolves stack up 
similar to the challenge that Texas State 
gave Troy in the home conference open-
er.

“You are going to have an athletic 
team,” Bentley said. “They are going to 
play a mix of direct and indirect soccer.”

Despite the type of play that Arkansas 
State brings into the Thursday match, 
Bentley feels good about his team’s abil-
ity to go out and compete.

After today’s match, the Trojans have 
a Sunday road game against UALR on 
Oct. 6, at 1 p.m. that will test Troy’s skill 

on an artificial surface.
“It’s different,” Bentley said. “They 

are on turf so that is a different thing that 
we have to deal with and they have a new 
coach so they have a different spirit about 
them. They are not a team to take lightly. 
Last year they were. This year they are 
not at all. They are competing.”

The Trojan coach admitted that the turf 
will alter what the ball does during the 
game compared to typical grass fields 
that Troy is accustomed to.

“Speed of play changes,” Bentley said. 
“Ultimately you are going to have a more 
true bounce and a more fluidity of the 
way the ball rolls on turf. Speed of play 
increases and that is the difference.”

Soccer
continued from page 10

regular season on Nov. 17 in Bowling Green, Ky.
On Sunday the Trojans traveled to Jonesboro, Ark. 

where they took on Arkansas State in a match that went 
all the way to five sets, but in the end the Red Wolves 
got the best of a beleaguered Troy team.

The lead hitters in Sunday’s game were Winston with 
20 kills and freshmen right side hitter Cassie Hendricks 
with 15.

Like Friday’s match, the senior Alexander had another 

solid game setting for Troy with 48 assists and 11 digs.
On the defensive side of the ball, senior libero 

Courtney Cohen finished with 23 digs, while defensive 
specialist Kelley Curran reached double digit dig totals 
with 13 of her own.

After losing the first set 25-17 to Arkansas State, the 
Trojans rallied back taking the second set 31-29 and 
the third set 25-20, putting Troy in position to win the 
overall match in the fourth set.

The Red Wolves, however, had other plans taking 
set four 25-20 and forcing the condensed fifth and final 
set that Arkansas State won 15-13 to hand Troy its fifth 
straight loss. 

“We definitely should have won that game, that game 
was ours,” Hendricks said. “Now we need to work on 
our weakness and focus on the next team.” 

With these two losses, the Trojans are now 0-2 in 
Sun Belt play with an important match against South 
Alabama on Wednesday, Oct. 2, at 7 p.m.

Due to printing deadlines the Tropolitan is unable 
to provide the result of this Wednesday road match in 
Mobile.

 This Friday, Troy volleyball returns home to play 
host to Louisiana-Lafayette at 7 p.m. and takes on 
UALR this Sunday at noon in Trojan Arena.

Volleyball
continued from page 10

marked man, depending 
on how USC played or 
didn’t play.

The sand started run-
ning out of the cracked 
hourglass for Kiffin when 
USC lost 10-7 to Wash-
ington State on Sept. 7, 
and with a narrow 17-14 
victory against Utah State 
on Sept. 21.

Late last Saturday 
night, when I watched 
USC get embarrassed on 
the road 62-41 by Arizona 

State, I knew that Kiffin 
was in big trouble but 
what I saw on my phone 
the next morning was 
unexpected.

The message was clear 
and from a few hours ago, 
which meant it had come 
early that morning, say-
ing that Lane Kiffin had 
been fired as USC’s head 
coach.

At first my thought was 
that I was happy to hear 
that a sorry coach had 
gotten axed, but the more 
I thought about it the 
more I felt sorry for him.

Here is this guy that 
had a dream job with the 

Raiders when he was 
almost a kid compared to 
the average coach, and 
that was taken from him.

Then he lands a job 
coaching an SEC school 
that needs saving that 
would shape his career 
but instead he throws it 
away for the big, shiny 
USC job.

It’s just funny how 
Lane Kiffin threw away 
Tennessee for USC only 
to have USC throw him 
away a few years later.

Well I guess it’s not 
really sad, it is just disap-
pointing, like everything 
else about Kiffin.

Kiffin
continued from 
page 10

Trojans finally home again
Troy looks to snap a three game losing skid in a homecoming test with South Alabama 

Kevin Glackmeyer photo and Seth Nicholson cartoon
Receiver Wilson Van Hooser caught a 40-yard touchdown versus Duke.
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Classifieds Available
To place an ad, please 
contact the Tropolitan 

business managers
Katsiree L Suwaratana 

and/or Brittany DeLong at
tropolitanadvertising

@gmail.com or
334.670.3604

Whitewater 
Properties LLC
Residential rental 

connection Faculty, staff 
and family rentals our 

specialty. 

(334)372-7252
cootk@mindspring.com

Classifieds

Week 6
Current 
Leader:

Lindsey Schoewe

Longhorns

Bruins

Aztecs

Trojans

Seminoles

Rebels

Gators

Sun Devils

Wildcats

Cardinal

Longhorns

Bruins

Aztecs

Trojans

Terrapins

Rebels

Gators

Sun Devils

Buckeyes

Huskies

Longhorns

Bruins

Wolf Pack

Trojans

Seminoles

Rebels

Gators

Sun Devils

Buckeyes

Cardinal

Longhorns

Bruins

Wolf Pack

Trojans

Seminoles

Rebels

Gators

Sun Devils

Buckeyes

Cardinal

Longhorns

Bruins

Wolf Pack

Trojans

Seminoles

Tigers

Gators 

Sun Devils

Buckeyes

Cardinal

Longhorns

Bruins

Aztecs

Trojans

Seminoles

Rebels

Gators

Sun Devils

Buckeyes

Cardinal

Longhorns

Bruins

Aztecs

Trojans

Seminoles

Tigers

Gators

Sun Devils

Wildcats

Cardinal

Longhorns

Bruins

Aztecs

Trojans

Seminoles

Rebels

Gators

Sun Devils

Buckeyes

Cardinal

Texas @ Iowa State

#12UCLA @ Utah

Nevada @ San Diego St

South Alabama @ Troy

#25Maryland @ #8Fla St

#24Ole Miss @ Auburn

Arkansas @ #18Florida

#22 Arizona St @ ND

#4Ohio St @ #16Nwestern

#15Wash @ #5Stanford

Pigskin Picks

Andrew 
Clay

(36-14)

Caleb 
Odom
(29-21)

Devin 
Smith
(31-19)

James 
Travis
(37-13)

Jill 
Odom
(26-24)

Lindsey 
Schoewe

(41-9)

Joshua 
Thurston

(33-17)

Zach 
Winslett
(34-16)The Lineup

Lindsey Schoewe
Volleyball Beat Writer

The Trojans had another tough 
weekend, losing to both Western 
Kentucky and Arkansas State. 

On Friday, the Trojans faced 
Western Kentucky at home and 
Troy lost in straight sets to the Lady 
Toppers (25-19, 25-16, 25-16).

Trojan setter Alexandra Alexander 
racked up a double-double with her 
32 assists and 11 digs against Western 
Kentucky while libero Ali Dowdall 
also had double-digit digs with 12 to 

lead Troy.
Junior outside hitter Marija 

Zelenovic and sophomore outside 
hitter Blair Winston paved the way 
for the team with 22 combined kills 
in the loss. 

Winston had a total of eight kills, 
while Zelenovic had finished with 14 
respectively.

“It was a tough loss, but we will be 
ready for them next time,” Zelenovic 
said.

Troy will get another crack at the 
Lady Toppers in the final game of the 

Caleb Odom
Sports Editor

 When head coach Lane 
Kiffin was fired by the 
Oakland Raiders after a 
season and change, it was 
easy to sympathize with the 
young coach who seemed 
just another victim of the 
late Al Davis’ belligerent 
ownership moves.

But after Kiffin took over 
as head coach at Tennessee 
in 2009 and coached the 
struggling Volunteers to a 
mediocre 7-6 record before 
darting to take the USC 
job, it became apparent that 
this man wasn’t much of a 
coach.

Kiffin had turned his im-
age into this fake that had 
conned the Big Orange and 
was now living the good 
life with Southern Califor-
nia.

The funny thing was that 
the good life for Kiffin 
included a two-year bowl 
ban, courtesy of Reggie 
Bush. So as the young 
coach lived out his dream 
job, everyone was crossing 
their fingers waiting for 
reality to catch up and bite 
him somewhere.

Reality showed up last 
year for Kiffin and his 
California kids when USC 
finished with a familiar 7-6 
record that included a 21-7 
loss to Georgia Tech in 
the Sun Bowl to cap off a 
forgettable season.

Going into 2013, it was 
obvious for anyone who 
watched college football 
that Lane Kiffin was a 

 Caleb Odom
Sports Editor

After a 2-1 loss to Texas State on Sunday, 
Sept. 29, the Troy soccer team (4-7-0) looks 
to take down Arkansas State (6-3-2) for its 
first conference win at home today, Oct. 3, 
at 3 p.m.

For Trojan head coach Chris Bentley, this 
short week was about breaking down the 
film from the Texas State loss to show his 
team what it needed to improve on come 
Thursday.

 “I think after watching the video in par-
ticular, we identified that we just had some 
miscues,” Bentley said. “We just weren’t 
performing at our level that we needed to 
in the back, specifically in the back four. 
I think if we can shore up some of those 
things, we’ll be fine.”

Bentley also said that Texas State did a 
good job in pressing Troy’s defenders when 
the Bobcats attacked with three forwards 
and a midfielder, a style of play that caused 
problems for the Trojans on Sunday.

“We hadn’t seen that yet this year,” Bent-

ley said. “We have a tendency to do that to 
teams, but they hadn’t done that to us.”

One question mark for Troy is if the team 
will be fresh with only three days off before 
the next match.

The Trojan coach pointed out that Arkan-
sas State had also played on Sunday so the 
lack of rest is equal.

“We are going to do our best to make sure 
they are recovered and they are ready to 
go,” Bentley said.

Coach 
Kiffin: 
his rise 
and fall

Home match today

Joshua Thurston photo 

Troy freshman Abby Reynolds attempts to break through the Texas State defenders in Sunday’s 2-1 loss at home.

Joshua Thurston photo

Ali Dowdall serves in the Georgia State game.

Volleyball continues to struggle

See Kiffin, page 9
See Volleyball, page 9

See Soccer, page 9

Trojan soccer set to duel with Arkansas State in conference play

Caleb Odom
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