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Track and field breaks records 
at Tiger Track Classic. 
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What’s Inside:

Theft in library

Karli Mauldin photo
Dean of libraries, Henry Stewart, reported to the police that between $500 and $600 was stolen from the library’s 
safe. Chief of university police, John McCall, said that he assumes that the theft was an “inside job,” as the safe 
required a code to gain entry.

Break-in a possible inside job

City of Troy 
may get draft 
beer by the 
end of April

Taylor Foxx
Staff Writer

Although Governor Robert Bentley 
signed Pike County’s draft beer bill into 
law this past week, it may be late April 
before the City of Troy sees the changes 
go into effect. 

“We would hope that we can get the 
resolution done by April 22, and get ev-
erything finalized by then,” said Marcus 
B. Paramore, city council member. “I feel 
like we will pass it on the 22nd.”

The earliest that the City of Troy could 
see the sale of draft beer will be on April 
23, though establishments serving alcohol 
may not be ready at this point. 

According to the current timeline, 
draft beer sales will be ready in time for 
TroyFest, which will take place during 
the last weekend in April though what 
sales will look like is still in question. 

The specifics of when, where and how 
draft beer will be sold will largely depend 
on the restrictions and guidelines of the 
ordinance set up by the city. 

The proposed ordinance for Troy is 
being modeled after the ordinance of 
Prattville, which limits the sale of draft 
beer to only establishments holding a 
current permit to sell alcohol. 

According to the Prattville ordinance, 
draft alcohol can only be consumed on 
the property of the business selling it and 
not taken off the premises. 

This stipulation in the ordinance 
insures that the bill will not have much 
direct effect on the Troy campus. 

Although kegs will be allowed in local 
bars and restaurants, students, or one 
person in particular unaffiliated with a 
business selling draft beer will not be able 
to buy kegs for events or personal use. 

See Draft, page 2

Chief of police 
gives safety 
tips for library

Karli Mauldin photo

John McCall, chief of university po-
lice, advised that students keep be-
longings secure in library.

Staff Report

University Police Chief John McCall  
takes library safety and keeping your 
things secure seriously.

Keeping valuable items close is 
important, and leaving them unattended 
is not recommended, McCall said.

“In the past, especially with interna-
tional students, they have gone to get a 
book, and when they return, everything 
looks normal,” McCall said. 

What they don’t realize then, McCall 
said, is that someone has stolen 
something, which is, most times, out of 
their wallets.

McCall advised that if you have to go 
book hunting that you either pack your 
things up or take them with you.

Library safety is not a new topic, but, 
with the recent theft of money from the 
university’s library safe, students should 
be cautious of their surroundings, and 

See Safety, page 2

Ngoc Vo
Staff Writer

A thief broke into the university library 
safe, stealing between $500 and $600, 
according to Henry Stewart, the dean of 
university libraries.

A library employee, who had checked 
the safe before leaving Saturday, March 
29, found the safe empty the next day.

According to Stewart, the univer-
sity police were called to the scene 
immediately. 

“No window was broken,” Stewart 
said. “We don’t know how the individual 
or individuals got in.”

“There was no sign of forced entry,” 
John McCall, university police chief said. 
The crime is still under investigation.

The money stolen was all cash, mostly 
coins, Stewart said. However, the thief 
did not take a $17.50 check made to the 
university. All laptops and computers are 

accounted for.
The library deposits its money on 

Mondays and Thursdays, so the amount 
stolen came from the previous Friday 
and Saturday, Stewart said. The money 
includes students’ fine payments for 
overdue items; however, the vast 
majority is change funds.

“We never had a significant amount of 
money,” Stewart said. “We only take in 
from $7,000 to $8,000 per year. Someone 
went into an awful lot of effort to break 
into [the safe]. It is in a staff-only area in 
a back storage room. You have to know 
where it’s at to get to it.”

McCall reaches the same conclusion. 
“The thief must have had knowledge of 
the safe and the combination,” he said.

According to Stewart, the employee 
who discovered the theft came into the 
library through a back door. He had not 
unlocked the front door.

There are two sets of stairs and an 

elevator leading from the first floor of 
Wallace Hall to the library. However, a 
key is required to use the elevator as well 
as to go through the stairs.

Everyone who is a full-time employee 
has the key, together with maintenance 
employees and university police, Stewart 
said. One staff member at the library 
had her purse stolen with her keys in it 
around two weeks before the theft.

There is no camera on the second and 
third floors of the building.

McCall said the police department has 
not had any valuable lead to the case. 
Officials are going to look at the video 
from the camera on the first floor of 
Wallace Hall, leading to the library.

“[The videos] are not something we 
have access to,” McCall said. “The 
people in the journalism department 

See Theft, page 2

Troy transfer-outs decreasing 
Grishma Rimmal

Staff Writer

Troy University has seen a trend of decreasing transfer-outs among 
students, while the transfer-in rates have been steady, according to 
data provided by the Institutional Research, Planning and Effective-
ness department. 

The university, including all its campuses, had a transfer-out rate of 
5.29 percent in the academic year 2012-13. In the 2011-12 year, the 
rate was 10.81 percent, and in 2010-11 it stood at 12.81 percent.

The 2012-13 transfer-ins number stood at 10.21 percent, only a 
slight increase from the academic year 2011-12 when the rate was 
10.20 percent. The 2010-11 rate was 11.41 percent.

Kristen Porterfield, sophomore chemistry major from Niceville, Fla., 
said she transferred from Northwest Florida State College because 
Troy is away from home. She said Troy has more of a college feel and 
there are more resources, campus activities and student clubs. 

“While I was in band during high school, we came here annually for 
a band competition, and I thought it was a beautiful campus,” Porter-
field said. “So I did some research and found that I qualify for in-state 
tuition and that they have a good chemistry program.”

Out of the 2,500 new students which the Troy main campus receives 
each year, 20 percent of those are transfer-ins, according to the univer-
sity’s office of admissions. 

According to Dendy Moseley, community college relations coor-
dinator, while all of Troy campuses receive a total of approximately 
3,000 transfer-ins each year, the main campus at Troy receives about 
500.

The Alabama Statewide Transfer and Articulation Reporting System 
reports that nursing, business and 

See Transfer, page 2
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Erica Caldwell, a senior biomedical sciences 
major from Selma, transferred here from Judson 
College in Marion. The number of students trans-
ferring to other universities and colleges has sig-
nificantly decreased in the last few years.  

Reviewer takes a look at 
the newest Marvel movie 

installment, “Captain 
American: The Winter Soldier.”
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THURSDAY 
75°F | 47°F

high      low

FRIDAY
76°F | 51°F

high      low

SATURDAY
79°F | 54°F

high      low

SUNDAY
81°F | 59°F

high      low

MONDAY
75°F | 51°F

high      low

TUESDAY
64°F | 45°F

high      low

WEDNESDAY
68°F | 47°F

high      low
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Draft
continued from page 1

The recent success in legislation approving the selling of draft beer and imminent 
approval by the city council has come as the realization of a hope for Lyndsay and 
Jamey Taylor, the owners of Troy’s Sips on the Square who first approached the city 
council with this question in February.

“We went into this, not really expecting anything to happen. We were hoping the 
whole draft beer issue would come to fruition,” Lyndsay Taylor said, “We are defi-
nitely thankful to the city, and we are beyond thankful to the city councilmen and the 
mayor for pursuing it.”

Getting draft beer in Troy required the passing of a legislative bill in the Alabama 
State Congress. 

The bill, which was signed on April 1 by the governor, is effective for the entirety 
of Pike County.

Because draft beer comes in large kegs, packaging costs are removed from the price 
of the beer. Though prices will vary based on individual selection, it is possible that 
beer prices could drop substantially. 

The move to draft beer also opens the doors to more varied options because many 
types of beer are not available in bottled form. The move also has some excited for 
the possibility of it enriching Troy’s beer culture. 

“Those who enjoy beer for its taste, not just alcoholic content, appreciate how beer 
is served,” said Hannah Stone, a junior graphic design major from Huntingtown, Md. 
and server at Sips on the Square. “Many prefer beer that is served straight from the 
keg into a frosted mug. It enhances the original flavor without tainting it. I think draft 
beer will be great for the respectable beer culture and our business.”

The Troy City Council will be meeting to finalize the city’s ordinance on draft beer 
on April 22 in City Hall at 5 p.m. and students are free to attend.

Transfer
continued from 
page 1

education are the three 
programs receiving the 
most transfer students at 
Troy. 

Troy has continu-
ous partnerships with 
16 community colleges 
within Alabama where the 
school has regular recruit-
ing visits.  However, the 
general trend of transfer-
ins has been decreasing 
over the years, according 
to Moseley. 

“Since we rely on 
Alabama community 
colleges for transfers, 
when their enrollment 
numbers go down, we 
see our numbers go 
down,” he said. “But 
we hope that means that 
more students are joining 
four-year colleges, and so 
our freshman enrollment 
number goes up.”

However, according 
to U.S. News & World 
Report, Troy has a 
freshman retention rate 
of only about 70 percent.  
Hence, the number of 
transfer-outs is significant 

as well.
“I transferred out of 

Troy because I missed 
being at home, and I 
missed my dancing,” 
said Bonnie Moore, a 
freshman marine biology 
major at Faulkner State 
Community College from 
Gulf Shores. Moore, who 
is a lindy hop and swing 
dancer, said that she did 
not get the opportunity to 
practice her dance styles 
in the existing dance-re-
lated student clubs here.

“Faulkner is better 
because it’s cheaper, and 
you are allowed to live off 
campus no matter what,” 
she said.

However, not all 
students who have moved 
to different colleges enjoy 
their new surroundings. 
April Irving, a junior bio-
medical sciences major at 
the University of North 
Florida from Camden, 
said she transferred 
because her husband is 
in the Navy and he had to 
move to Jacksonville, Fla. 
“I miss my classes being 
so conveniently close to 
the dorms, classes being 
smaller and a lot of orga-

nizations to choose from 
for students to be involved 
in,” Irving said. 

Troy also receives an 
influx of transfers from 
other countries. Anh 
Nguyen, a junior finance 
major from Hanoi, 
Vietnam, said he trans-
ferred here from the 
Vietnam Troy campus 
in order to challenge 
himself to not just study, 
but observe the U.S., its 
society and its people.

“People, or to be 
precise, the environment 
here — friends, profes-
sors, all the facilities — is 
much better than how it 
is in Vietnam,” Nguyen 
said. “The best thing is 
to make new friends and 
meet people from all over 
the world.”

Troy is offering two new 
scholarships for transfer 
students starting in fall 
2014. The Transfer Merit 
Scholarship is for students 
with over a 3.5 GPA, who 
can receive $3,000 a year. 
The Transfer Achievement 
Scholarship is for students 
with GPAs between 3.25 
and 3.49, who will receive 
$2,000 a year. 

Theft 
continued from page 1

have to give us the videos. I’m sure it’s 
coming, it’s just slow right now.”

McCall said they are trying to find 
out who was in the building and had 
knowledge of the safe during the crime’s 
time frame.

Stewart said the library will accept 
TrojanOne cards and will set up the 
equipment for accepting credit cards. He 
also plans to install cameras in the second 
and third floor of Wallace Hall.

“Our plan is not to get cash anymore,” 
Stewart said. “It’s really unusual, most 
libraries never have much money in cash. 

Most people never think about robbing a 
library.

“I’ve been here 17-plus years, and the 
safe was here before me. It had never 
been broken into. The library has not had 
computers, printers or something like 
that stolen. Most people think libraries 
are good places, safe places.”

According to Stewart, during the 
weeks leading to finals every semester, 
there is at least one theft. Students often 
report their textbooks or laptops missing 
in the library.

“This reflects the reality that crime 
does happen on campus and at places we 
don’t suspect,” said Brian Webb, Troy 
library employee. “People should be 
more cautious of their belongings.”

Safety 
continued from 
page 1

should also take special 
notice of suspicious 
activity around them. 

For added precau-
tion, the Troy University 
police department allows 
students to enroll in a 
program called Operation 
ID. 

Operation ID is a 

service that encourages 
students to bring in their 
personal items, such as 
electronics and other 
valuables, to the police 
department. The police 
department will register 
the item in their computer 
system and mark the item 
so that it may be identified 
if reported stolen. 

For students that study 
late into the night at the 
library, the police depart-
ment also offers escorts 

for those who do not feel 
safe when walking back 
to their dorms or cars. A 
student can request an 
escort by contacting the 
police department at (334) 
670-3215.

For more safety tips and 
information on services 
offered by the police de-
partment, visit the its office 
located in Hamil hall or 
visit its website at trojan.
troy.edu/universitypolice.

Crime Log
April 4
Damaged property, 9:49 a.m.
A broken passenger window was reported on Shackelford quad.

Theft of property third degree, 9:08 a.m.
A tan, 20 qt. Yeti cooler was stolen.

April 7
Unlawful breaking and entering a vehicle, 3:38 p.m.
Assorted CDs and a bag were taken from a vehicle in Trojan Towers parking lot.

Suspicious activity, 4:43 p.m.
Suspicious activity was reported at Adams Administration Bldg.



Features
April 10, 2014 Features@tropnews.com | Page 3

Emily Jackson
Features Editor

He and his wife lived in what he called 
a nice, relatively new neighborhood in 
Troy. 

It was a Sunday night at around 1 a.m. 
when Mark and his wife Laura were 
woken by a loud bang.

Immediately the security alarm 
sounded, and she jolted to her feet to 
lock the bedroom door. Startled, Mark 
stumbled out of bed seconds later and 
went to the door. 

As a part of National Crime Victims’ 
Rights Week, Mark shared his story 
as a survivor of a violent crime and an 
advocate for victims’ rights.

“I go to open the door, and I am 
confronted by a person with a ski mask 
on and a sawed-off shot gun,” he said as 
he described the man that would terrorize 
he and his wife, threatening their lives.

The alarm was disarmed and the 
couple began to give the intruder money, 
jewelry and anything they had of value. 

“We would try to oblige,” Mark said. 
“Just keep on doing what he is saying, 
but it’s not working. He’s not leaving. 
You see on TV sometimes that people 
break into houses and get what they want 
and leave.”

But Mark and Laura’s situation was 
not like what he said. 

The intruder did not rush off. He only 
became more demanding and violent. 

After about a 40-minute struggle 
involving two kitchen knives and the 
perpetrator’s shot gun, Mark and Laura 
were able to subdue the intruder and send 
out a 911 call. 

Mark said he remembered the police 
arriving at the scene with full personnel 
just minutes after Laura made the call. 

From there, the police took control 
of the perpetrator while the couple was 
escorted outside where emergency 
medical technicians took inventory of 
their injuries. They were later taken to 
the hospital. The intruder was taken into 
custody.

During their recovery, Mark and Laura 
worked with investigators, received 
therapy for their physical wounds and 
counseling for their emotional ones. 

Their house was patrolled by police 
cars mornings and nights. Their church 
family reached out providing meals and 
other basic needs. 

In time, they stood before a judge and 
recounted the events of that night.

“We got our day in court,” Mark said. 
“Through the Victims of Crime Act we 
were allowed to be in court, tell what 
happened and make sure that everything 
was brought to justice.”

It has been 30 years since the Victims 
of Crime Act was passed on behalf of 
people like Mark and Laura. Before the 
passage of this law, the crisis response 
team, the medical care they received, the 
time off from work, the counseling that 
was provided—none of it would have 

been guaranteed. 
Who could really say if any of those 

resources would have been available or 
ready without the milestones that the 
American justice system has seen over 
the past 30 years?

 Mark explained what he thought of 
the crisis response team that rescued him 
the night of his attack. 

“They were huge,” he said. “They 
really kind of took their time. They 
weren’t forcing anything out of us at 
that time. We were kind of rattled at that 
point. We didn’t really know what had 
happened, and we were still trying to 
recover and catch our breath really.” 

 He said victims’ rights matter because 
people need to be heard and find justice 
after these events. 

Mark encourages people who have 
been victimized to “let the law do its job,” 
specifically about the judicial system. 

“Just listen to what they have to say 
and follow the steps that they are telling 
you,” Mark said. “Have faith in them. 
They are hired and elected for a reason.”

Since these events took place in their 
lives, Mark and Laura speak to classes 
on Troy’s campus about the lessons 
they learned through the process. Mark 
encourages students to “always have a 
plan,” regardless of the situation. 

“When you are in college you aren’t 
really thinking about that,” Mark said. 
“You are just thinking about having fun, 
but it can easily happen. We’ve seen it 
happen here several times in the last 

year.”
Coordinator of the Troy Student 

Counseling Center, Fran Scheel said the 
center took this into account when they 
chose to sponsor the National Crime 
Victims’ Rights Week campaign. 

“Because there were students that 
died due to violence related crime that 
was something that motivated us to 
participate in the national crime victims’ 
rights week,” Scheel said.

She said that the campaign has been 
ongoing for the past several years. 
However, when the opportunity came up 
to write for the grant funding to host the 
campaign, it was closely following the 
death of four Troy students. She said that 
it has been confirmed that at least two of 
those deaths were caused by violence-
related crimes. 

“I felt that the timing was right to 
honor them and send a message to the 
campus that this is something that we 
care about,” Scheel said. 

This week the Student Counseling 
Center has been spreading awareness 
about National Victims’ Rights Week 
on the quad. Those interested in more 
information about NCVRW can visit 
ovc.ncjrs.gov/ncvrw/. The counseling 
center can be reached at 334-670-3700. 

The victims involved in the Troy 
break-in, Mark and Laura, referenced 
in this story have asked to remain 
anonymous due to privacy concerns 
so their names have been changed for 
publication.

Crime victim shares story of survival

Troy local tells lessons learned from violent break-in 

April Irvin photos
Kirsten Henry, a junior biomedical sciences major from Gurley and Sterling Wingard, a junior information systems major from Cape Coral, Fla. act out 
a scene of domestic abuse. “I think that, more times than not, people abuse others because they themselves have been abused,” Wingard says of 
the potentially dangerous situation many are put into daily.

Caitlin Collins photo
Morgan Grove, a second year graduate counseling student from Tampa, 
Fla. and Daniel Wiggins, a first year graduate counseling student from 
Dothan, give out information at the National Crime Victims’ Rights Week 
booth on the quad.

Counseling center serves 
alongside national crime 
victims’ rights campaign

Emily Jackson
Features Editor

Fran Scheel coordinator of the Troy 
student counseling center (TSCC) 
reminds students that victims aren’t just 
strangers. Victims of crime could be our 
family members, friends, neighbors or 
teachers, she said.  

In honor of the 30-year anniversary of 
the Victims of Crime Act, the TSCC has 
partnered with National Crime Victims’ 
Rights Week to celebrate how far the 
United States has come in supporting 
those who have been victimized. 

In the same breath, Scheel said they 
want to bring awareness to the ongoing 
fight to keep advancing in victim care. 
For the TSCC, this meant first and 
foremost being a presence on campus. 

“There is still more work to be done 
in informing faculty, staff and law 
enforcement of our resources,” Scheel 
said. “We do try to work closely (with 
the university) and be very visible on 
campus and that is an ongoing process.”

Counseling personnel engaged 
students and faculty on the Bibb Graves 
Quad on April 6 and 8 with facts about 
National Crime Victims’ Rights Week 
and information on the services that the 
counseling center provides. 

Jessica Childs, a criminal justice 
lecturer at Troy said that she sees this 
cause as important and has encouraged 
her criminal justice students to participate 
in the campaign by hanging up posters 
on campus. 

“Victims need to have a voice and not 
to be considered just another number,” 
Childs said. “Victims are encountered 
in every aspect of the criminal justice 
field and it is essential that all agencies 
understand and provide the needs of the 
victim in a compassionate manner.”

As a survivor of domestic violence, 
Childs said that victims’ rights is a 

passion of hers.
“I am a huge advocate for victims’ 

rights and have passed that passion onto 
my students that take the victimology 
course I teach every semester,” she said. 

Protecting victims’ rights might look 
like providing crime scene response, 
covering medical expenses, funeral 
or counseling bills, or providing 
victim support groups and helping 
facilitate victim participation in justice 
proceedings. 

The TSCC offers many of those basic 
services that include crisis response, 
advocacy and one-on-one counseling 
services, Scheel said. 

She said that often the first point of 
contact with the counseling office comes 
from the hospital, a concerned professor 
or law enforcement after a student has 
been victimized. 

She said that the workers at the 
counseling center have been called to the 
hospital to assist students in the past. 

“Even if we have to shuffle 
appointments around, we will make 
ourselves available to students who have 
been victimized.” 

After making contact, they then step in 
as advocates for the student. She said that 
they try to function as a support system 
for the student without biases or hidden 
objectives. 

“It’s important to know that we don’t 
try to push a certain agenda or pressure 
them into pressing charges,” Scheel 
said. “We certainly encourage them to 
consider that because the perpetrator 
is libel to repeat the offense, but it is 
ultimately their decision.”

She said that they also serve as 
counselors for students “knowing 
that students might experience a 
range of emotion associated with the 
victimization,” she said.

The student counseling center located 
at 113 College Drive, in Troy. The center 
can be reached at (334) 670-3700. 
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As Troy University’s official student 
newspaper, the Tropolitan strives to serve 
student interests.  The Perspectives page 
is an outlet for Tropolitan editors to ques-
tion university policies that do not benefit 
Troy’s students, praise those that do and 
call attention to national and state issues 
that relate to students.
Editorials stand as the official, corporate 

opinion of  the Tropolitan.  Our opinions 
are not influenced by campus organiza-

tions or societies, university administra-
tion or political parties. The first copy of  
the Tropolitan is free to any student or 
employee of  Troy University. Each addi-
tional copy costs $1.

Guest Columns
The Tropolitan encourages students, 

faculty and staff  at Troy University to 
express opinions in a guest column of  
500-700 words.  Dissenting opinions are 

welcomed, but all expressions are the sole 
opinion of  their author and do not reflect 
the beliefs of  the Tropolitan.

Letters to the Editor
The Tropolitan welcomes letters from 

students, faculty, staff  and non-Troy af-
filiated persons.  Dissenting opinions and 
corrections are welcomed.
The Tropolitan does not exclusively 

print letters favorable to the newspaper.  

Letters to the editor must be signed by 
the author, and a phone number must be 
included.
All submissions must be word-processed 

and emailed to the Tropolitan by 5 p.m. 
on Monday.  All submissions may not be 
published.
Submissions bashing groups or individ-

uals on the basis of  race, gender, age, eth-
nic group, orientation or religious belief  
will not be printed. 

Editorial Policies
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Seth Nicholson

Faith Karwacki
Staff Writer

Spring has finally come to Troy's 
campus, yet one of my favorite sights is 
missing—students and their dogs playing 
out on the quad and enjoying the beautiful 
weather.

Due to several complaints, the Office of 
Student Services has decided to ban pets 
from all campus areas that have heavy 
traffic. 

I have never once seen an animal 
behave aggressively on campus, nor have 
I heard of any dogs behaving in a threat-
ening manner towards other students, 
faculty, or visitors.

Enjoying a day of Frisbee and fetch 
with your pup on the quad is one of the 
finer aspects of the campus experience. 

Visit any other college campus this time 
of year and you'll see students jogging, 
playing, or walking with their dogs.

The city of Troy is a small area with 
very few public amenities. 

There is no local dog park for students 
to use as an alternative to taking their 

dogs to campus and the remainder of the 
city lacks sidewalks along the roadsides. 

Furthermore, animal behaviorists have 
proven time and again that dogs who are 
active and introduced to environments 
with other people and pets develop better 
socialization skills and are markedly less 
aggressive than dogs who are inactive 
and not social.

This new policy is only exacerbating 
the problem it wishes to remove. 

If anything, the university should look 
to meet students halfway with this issue.

As Austin Coots, a junior information 
systems major from Hartselle, suggested 
in last week's news story about the policy, 
clean-up bags and disposal bins could be 
placed around campus for pet owners to 
use.

Students could also be issued fines 
should they neglect to clean up after their 
pets or keep them on a leash. 

My fellow Trojans, I urge you to speak 
up if you take issue with this policy and 
contact the Office of Student Services to 
see what sort of changes can be made to 
the policy so that you may enjoy the uni-
versity conveniences you pay to use.

Dog ban policy on campus 
Students should take a stand for their rights

April Irvin photo
A Troy student’s dog named Bolt poses for a photo. Due to a new policy 
on campus, pets are no longer allowed in any campus areas with heavy 
traffic.
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Zachary Winslett
Arts and Entertainment Editor
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For National Poetry Month, the English Department 
and the Rubicon, Troy University’s student-run literary 
journal, are hosting a poetry reading on the library steps. 

Patricia Waters, assistant professor of English, was 
instrumental in organizing the event, according to 
Samantha Loff, editor-in-chief of the Rubicon and a 
graduate student.

“It gives the students a chance to express their own 
work, as well as read some of their favorites,” Waters 
said. 

Loff was also an important part of the planning. 
 “Any student and every student can and should read 

at the event,” Loff said. “I think poetry is always a good 
reason to gather. It is supposed to be a lovely day, and 
poetry is the best way to celebrate. Or, if the weather is 
bad, you can mourn that, too, I suppose.”

Original work by aspiring student poets is welcome, 
and participants are also welcome to read poetry from 
their favorite authors contemporary and classic alike.  
Waters will be reading some of her own original work. 

Waters hopes that some of the students involved in 
“Midsummer Night’s Dream” will bring some Shake-
speare to read. 

The event will be open-mic, but there will be a two-
minute time limit. 

“Be mindful of people’s sensibilities,” Waters said. 

“We expect Troy etiquette regarding language.”
Ben Robertson, associate professor of English, also 

contributed to organizing the event. Robertson, who 
was in charge of this year’s Alabama Literary Review, 
will be videotaping the event, and some selections will 
be put online. 

April has served as National Poetry Month since 
1996, and the Academy of American Poets initiated it. 
April was chosen for many reasons. The most important 
reason is its position between Black History Month 
(February) and Women’s History Month (March).

“T.S. Elliot said ‘April is the prettiest month,’” Waters 
said. 

According to poets.org, some of the month’s goals 
are to “highlight the extraordinary legacy and ongoing 
achievement of American poets” and to “make poetry a 
more important part of the school curriculum.”

This is the third year that Troy University has held a 
poetry reading to celebrate National Poetry Month. 

“We’d like to see it become a tradition,” Waters said. 
The reading will begin at 4 p.m. and last about an 

hour.

Hannah Crews photo
Samantha Loff, the editor-in-chief of the Rubicon, will be reading at the poetry reading today. She 
plans to read the works of other authors, such as W.H. Auden, T.S. Elliot and Robert Frost. 

April is time to celebrate rhyme

Madison Griggs
Staff Writer

A lot of thought, hard work, and even 
more rehearsals have led up to Troy’s 
Ascending: A Spring Dance Concert.  
It’s been a collaboration of Troy’s own 
Nikki Loud and Tracy Dillon, Troy’s 
longest running contemporary/modern 
dance choreographer, as well as guest 
choreographers that were flown in from 
other states to contribute their ideas.

“We dove into it in early January, and 
I’ve been working on it ever since,” 
Nikki Loud said. All of their hard work 
will pay off on April 11 and 12 at 7:30 
p.m. in the Trojan Center Theater. 

“We want the audience to know and 
see the different faces of dance. It’s a 
very well rounded show. And we want 
them to see how much our dancers have 
grown.” Loud has worked on college 
campuses before, but not for this length 
of time. 

“It’s not just a one or two day experi-
ence. I’m involved with these kids’ lives 
everyday while they’re figuring out who 
they are.” As far as projects Loud has 
worked on before, this one has been es-
pecially rewarding for her. 

“The biggest thing I wanted for the 
kids was to work with people outside of 
Troy.” And the Troy dance students got 
just that with the help of several out-
of-state choreographers. One thing to 
definitely be expected of this semester’s 
dance show is the diversity. 

“I want the audience to watch one 
number, then get to the next one and 
think, ‘I’m not bored, I could do this all 
night.’” 

Tickets are still on sale at the Troy box 
office, but seats are filling up fast for 
both shows so don’t wait — this semes-
ter’s dance show is sure to be different 
than any show done before at Troy. 

April Irvin photos

Scott Wheet and Jordan Gulledge (Right) rehearse for Ascending. Mary Beth Jackson lifts Natalie Tindell (Left) 
during dance rehearsal for Ascending. 

Dancers’ growth on display

Trojan Amateur Radio Club
April 10 at 7:30 p.m.
Room 116 Math and Science

English Department Poetry Reading
April 10 at 4 p.m.
Library steps

Spring Dance Concert
April 11 at 7:30 p.m.
Trojan Center Theatre

Spring Dance Concert
April 12 at 7:30 p.m.
Trojan Center Theatre

10

11

12

April
Cultural Arts
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As the last of the Avengers 
to get his sequel, “Captain 
America: The Winter Soldier” 
certainly is not least in this 
heart-pounding action movie.

The movie earned eight out 
of 10 stars thanks to the insane 
action scenes, which manage 
to make the hits seem like they 
actually packed a punch, the 
witty banter expected from any 
Marvel movie, and the intense 
sound track that adds an extra 
dose of adrenaline to the fight 
and chase scenes. 

In “Captain America: The 
First Avenger,” the story of 
scrawny Steve Rogers must be 
told. Because majority of the 
movie is about Rogers gaining 
his powers and struggling to 
decide what to make of them, 
viewers didn’t get to see him 
fighting very much and majority 
of the fights he was just toting 
around a machine gun. 

In “The Avengers,” Rogers’ 
character and moral nature has 
been established but this movie 
still doesn’t have him fighting 
a ton but focuses more on dis-
playing his leadership skills. 

By the time “Captain 
America: The Winter Soldier” 
hit the silver screen fans didn’t 
really have any expectations for 
the fights scenes and will con-
sequently be blown away by the 
Cap’s new moves. Lightning 
fast with more hand-to-hand 

combat moves than a ninja, 
Captain America proves he can 
certainly knock someone into 
tomorrow. 

The Captain is still trying to 
adjust to the present day while 
having moral qualms about 
S.H.I.E.L.D.’s operation. When 
Nick Fury ends up out of com-
mission, it is up to Rogers and 
the Black Widow to figure out 
what is going on, who compro-
mised S.H.I.E.L.D. and who 
exactly the Winter Soldier is.

The directors Anthony Russo, 
Joe Russo and Joss Whedon 
do a beautiful job of weaving 
in some simple backstory and 
refreshers for the audience by 
having Rogers pay a visit to the 
Smithsonian Institution; where 
there is a huge exhibit featuring 
his accomplishments. 

The film has a continual 
theme of trust so bits of the 
story end up seeming like an old 
espionage thriller, which suites 
Steve Rogers just fine. There 
are plenty of twists and turns to 
keep the audience guessing at 
who is on what side.

The mystery intertwined 
with the action provides a good 
amount of breathing room 
between the fast-paced chases 
and a Michael Bay ton of explo-
sions. Don’t worry they are all 
in good taste. The cinematogra-
phy breathes new life into chase 
scenes, making them exciting 
again by filming the road from 
the point of view of the grill of 
the car.

Scarlett Johansson and 
Samuel L. Jackson reprise 
their roles of Black Widow 
and Nick Fury and stay true to 
their characters with Johansson 
still kicking butt and Jackson 
still back talking. Marvel does 
introduce a new player to the 
game, Sam Wilson a.k.a. The 
Falcon, who teams up with 
Captain America to take down 
their treacherous foes.

 “Captain America: The 
Winter Soldier” examines some 
of the audience’s fears, such 
as the idea of being constantly 
monitored, having that infor-
mation used against you, and 
whether security is worth the 
price of freedom.

The score is hard to be ignored 
in this movie because it helps 
build the tension throughout the 
movie of who to trust and who 
is really the enemy. This is not 
Henry Jackman’s first superhero 
movie to compose as he also 
scored “X-Men: First Class.”

The movie has heart and 
movie goers will feel for the 
Cap as he struggles to adapt as 
a man out of his era. Sticking 
to his traditional and altruistic 
motives, Rodgers is genuine in 
all that he does and he has to 
cope with the fact not everyone 
is as candid as he would like. 

Any fan of Captain America 
will be pleased by the witty 
thrill-ride the First Avenger 
embarks on and be dying for 
“The Avengers: Age of Ultron” 
to come out.

Marvel Studios
“Captain America: The Winter Soldier” adds to the already 
robust Marvel universe. With new franchises and sequels 
on the way, Marvel is primed to extend upon their existing 
movie continuity. 

Kianna Collins
Assistant Arts and Entertainment 

Editor

The British Tea Formal is Tea for 
Troy’s first formal event this year. It 
will feature British tea, British food 
and dancing.

It will also honor the current lead-
ership team, and inaugurate the new 
members of the club.

“It’s a way to showcase British tea 
and just to wrap things up,” said Ashley 
May, freshman broadcast journalism 
major from Gulf Shores.

Tea for Troy also collaborated with 
the Swing Dance club, and they gave 
the attendees a free dance lesson in 
preparation for the event. 

The dress code for the event is 
black-tie for men, and cocktail dresses 
for women.

Tea for Troy is a branch of Inter-
national Student Cultural Organiza-

tion, and it does a lot of their events 
alongside ISCO because both of the or-
ganizations are international in scope.

“We’ve been planning the formal 
since the beginning of the semester,” 
said Paige Bartlett, a sophomore 
nursing major from Decatur. 

“It’s the last hurrah for the semester.”
British tea parties began as an 

“afternoon tea” by Britain’s Anna, the 
Duchess of Bedford. She started doing 
this because she felt hungry in the af-
ternoons, and at the time, it was typical 
to only eat breakfast and dinner. 

Soon after she started having 
afternoon tea herself, she started to 
invite her friends, and thus a tradition 
began.

The British Tea Formal will be at 7 
p.m. in the Arboretum tonight. There 
will be pickup at Pace Hall by bus at 
6:45 p.m. 

Tickets will cost $5 per person, and 
will be sold at the door.

British Tea Formal held by Tea for Troy

Jennifer Carlisle photo
Shawn Hinton and Samantha Bankester teach students going to the event 
how to ballroom dance. Students will dance multiple styles at the party.

Winter Soldier conquers box office
Film’s opening weekend grosses over $200 million

Organization’s final event brings semester to close
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www.edgeApt.com

601 Elm St., Troy, AL 36081
 334-403-4007 • leasing@edgeapt.com

And remember: 
“to get any closer... 
you’d have to sleep 

in class!”

Don’t take the chance of 
missing out on the apartment 
that’s right for you, reserve 
your new home today!

Remember, $505 
pays it all!*

 
But don’t wait too 
long, spaces are 

disappearing

* All-inclusive rental rate for an individually leased bedroom in a 3 bedroom apartment.

Text
edgeattroy

to 47464
for more info

No. 2 team shuts out Troy
Amy Austin
Staff Writer 

Sun Belt Conference No. 2 University 
of Louisiana at Lafayette came to town 
and swept the series with the Trojans in a 
three game home stand, 3-0.

“I was really looking at this series to 
see our team compete at a high level and 
be a very competitive bunch because 
we’ve seen our team do that before,” 
said head coach Bobby Pierce. “Make a 
statement on here we are, we’re not going 
anywhere, and I didn’t see that in our ball 
club and that’s disappointing to me.”

In game one of the series, the Rajun’ 
Cajuns came out strong as they defeated 
Troy 15-4 on Friday, April 4.

Through four and 1/3 innings, senior 
pitcher Tanner Hicks was roughed up as 
ULL scored 10 runs on 11 hits. Six of the 
10 runs on Hicks were unearned due to 
five Trojan errors. 

ULL roped 19 hits against Troy, the 
most hit since April 2012, against Middle 
Tennessee.

The Trojans were not shut out by the 
Rajun’ Cajuns as they scored two runs in 
both the fifth and seventh innings. Senior 
second baseman Garrett Pitts was the 
only Trojan to have multiple hits in the 
game.  

Troy was able to fight back to lessen 
the lead in game two but lost 11-8 to ULL 
on Saturday, April 5. 

After a seven run inning in the top 
of the eighth, the Rajun’ Cajuns were 
leading Troy 11-0. The Trojans did not 
give up, though. Troy answered ULL’s 

seven run inning with an eight run inning 
of their own in the bottom of the eighth.

Senior first baseman Matthew Howard 
and senior catcher Justin Hancock each 
had two-run homers in the inning to con-
tribute to the rally Troy had put together. 

“If you can score eight runs in one 
inning, you would think as their coach 
they are capable of catching a run here 
or there in other innings,” Pierce said. 
“When you have zeroes all the way 
through except for one frame, you tend 
to think that might be a fluke instead of 
what the team is really accomplishing.”

Game three was changed from April 6 
to April 5 due to weather so games two 
and three were a double header on April 
5.

The Rajun’ Cajuns came out swinging 
in game three and never looked back as 
ULL defeated Troy 11-0 in seven innings. 

Junior outfielder Clay Holcomb hit 
a single, which was the only hit of the 
game for the Trojans throughout the 
seven innings of play. 

“It’s been a constant struggle this 
year getting them all competitively 
playing one pitch at a time all through 
the ballgame,” Pierce said. “To play nine 
innings and give themselves a chance to 
win, we’ve had a difficult time with that 
for a period of time.”

Troy headed to Auburn on Tuesday, 
April 8. The Tigers won the game by a 
score of 6-0.

Troy hosted Alabama A&M on 
Wednesday, April 9 and won, 9-6.

Troy will host Western Kentucky on 
April 11-13 in a three game conference 
home stand. 

Softball swept away 

Megan Phillips 
Staff Writer 

Trojan softball hit the 
road once again as they 
traveled to Monroe, La. 
to face Louisiana-Monroe 
University in conference 
play last weekend.

Saturday, April 5, saw 
a double header for the 
teams as they met on the 
field at 2 p.m. to face one 
another toe to toe for nine 
long innings. 

This game was clearly 
a battle of the pitchers as 
the Trojan’s junior Jaycee 
Affeldt held the Warhawks 
to only three hits in over 
eight innings of play. 

Unfortunately, the 
Warhawks’ redshirt senior 
pitcher Samantha Hamby 
showed herself to be 
an even match as well, 
holding the Trojans to 
only two hits. 

Troy saw its chance to 
get on the board in the top 
of the fifth inning when 
Affeldt knocked out a 
base hit and was replaced 
by freshman pinch runner 
Bria Epps who stole 
second, but was then 
tagged out after junior 

catcher Allison Milam hit 
a single into center field. 

Both teams saw only 
27 at-bats as the only dif-
ference between the two 
teams would present itself 
on the scoreboard in the 
only point earned in the 
bottom of the ninth that 
would propel ULM to a 
victory over the Trojans. 

In game two, both teams 
saw some real action as 
the game went from home 
plate to the rest of the field 
as the teams showed that 
they are scoring players 
as well as pitchers and 
catchers. 

This game, too, would 
go into extra innings, 
taking the Trojans and 
the Warhawks into eight 
innings of play. 

Troy saw an early lead 
with Milam and senior 
outfielder Ebony Wright 
hitting singles one right 
after the other, and helping 
the Trojans to their two 
run lead in the first inning.

However, ULM did not 
allow Troy to run away 
with the lead, scoring 
once in the bottom of 
the second and the third, 
bringing the score to an 

even 2-2 score. 
In the top of the 

eighth, Troy scored again 
thanks to a single by 
sophomore outfielder 
Amanda Winters who 
would advance to second 
off a bunt by senior third 
baseman Taylor Smartt.

 She would advance 
to third base, thanks to 
another bunt by senior first 
baseman Kacie McAl-
lister, and then finally 
coming home off a pinch 
hit by junior Michelle 
Phelps. 

This lead did not last, 
though, as ULM scored 
twice in the bottom of the 
eighth, bringing them to a 
4-3 victory over Troy.

The third game between 
the two teams, scheduled 
for Sunday, April 6, at 1 
p.m. was cancelled.

Sporting a current 
overall record of 16-24-2, 
the Troy softball team 
now holds a conference 
record of 1-8-0. 

Upcoming, the Trojans 
will be traveling to Bir-
mingham, Ala. where they 
will face their conference 
rivals, the UAB Blazers 
on April 10 at 5 p.m.

Opening Day
continued from page 8

owner Magic Johnson is throwing 
his money on LA, that is, if he has any 
money left. His team’s 2014 payroll will 
be around $265 million according to the 
Associated Press. That total surpasses a 
16-year payroll streak of the all-mighty 
Yankees. 

I’m not a gambling man myself, but if 
I had to put money on who takes home 
the trophy in November, I would throw 
in my lot with the wild card team, you 
know, the team that barely makes the 
playoffs. 

In reality, only two wild card teams 

in the past ten years, St. Louis in 2011, 
and Boston in 2004, have won the whole 
thing, but I just like picking the un-
derdogs. Which is why I don’t gamble 
much.

My pick this year, for some weird 
reason, is the Pittsburgh Pirates. Last 
year, the Pirates broke a 22-year playoff 
drought, and beat the Cincinnati Reds in 
the one-game playoff. Sadly, they lost to 
the National League champions, the St. 
Louis Cardinals, in the next round. 

They are a hungry team with a strong 
fan base that is hungrier than they are. 
Again, I wouldn’t throw big money on 
that pick. Just listen to Vegas and pick 
the Dodgers, Magic Johnson needs your 
support. 

Trang
continued from page 8

She elaborated on the struggle of 
feeling away from family and friends. 
Huynh talked about how being an in-
ternational student added challenges to 
playing college sports.

“Yeah I think the first challenge for 
all of the international students is the 
language,” she said. “Then it’s hard 
being away from family and friends, but 
you quickly make new friends.” 

Her goals for the rest of the season are 
to get Troy deep in the Sun Belt Confer-
ence Championships and earn a bid to 
the NCAA Regionals. While Huynh is 
still considering what she will do after 
her time at Troy, she does have a couple 
of plans.

“I am currently majoring in biology, 
with a plan to get a biomedical degree 
and go on to dental school,” she said. 

Huynh also said that depending how 

her career goes she may go back and 
try to play tennis one or two years after 
graduating. 

The women’s tennis team has won the 
past seven matches and obviously these 
victories have been morale boosters for 
the athletes.

“Trang and some of the other girls 
have really been confident these last few 
matches,” head coach Rawaia Elsisi said. 
“They really go out knowing they are 
going to dominate on the court so I feel 
good about it.” 

Elsisi said Huyn and Cosovic are “on 
fire.”

Trang and the rest of her Trojan 
teammates have three matches this week. 
The team plays against Samford on April 
9, UAB on April 12, and ULM on April 
13.  All of the matches will be taking 
place in Birmingham. The Trojans will 
leave next Wednesday, April 16, for New 
Orleans to compete in the Sun Belt Con-
ference Championships. 

Hallie Dodds photo

The Warhawks pitching shut out the Trojans in game one on April 5 and in 
game two Troy came up short by two runs. Game three was cancelled.

Both games lost in ULM doubleheader 

Caitlin Collins photo

The Trojan bats were hot in game two, but only for one inning, scoring 
eight runs, but they were unable to complete their rally, ending the game 
with a 11-8 loss. The No. 2 Rajun’ Cajuns swept Troy during the home 
stand and pitched a shut out in game three on April 5, final score 11-0.

Track
continued from page 8

Curtis, who also leads the conference in the 110-meter hurdle, finished eleventh 
with a time of 14.81 seconds. His other 4x100 teammates had a great run in the 
200-meter dash, with Martin finishing fifth at 21.20 and Landburg in eighth at 21.32.

Another season-high finish came from freshman Tim Bulger in the 5000-meter run 
on the first day of competition on Friday. Bulger also competed in the 3000-meter run 
on Saturday, coming in seventh place with a time of 9:07:29.

Sophomore Julia Ostendorf broke a Troy school record, finishing fourth place in 
the 3000-meter steeplechase with a time of 11 minutes and 23.42 seconds. The Ger-
man-native also competed in the 5000-meter on the first day of competition, finishing 
eighth. 

Troy’s track and field team will be back in action this Friday, April 11, for the first 
day of competition at the Spec Town Relays in Athens, Ga. 
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Triumph at Tiger Track Classic
Gabe Sadetsky

Staff Writer 

Troy’s track and field team had another great performance 
during the second and final day of at the Tiger Track Classic in 
Auburn this past Saturday, April 5. Troy saw several Trojans 
reach the best times of the season along with one new school 
record. 

Freshman Corina Cox saw her conference-leading discus 
stats grow even stronger, as she finished second place with a 
48.99-meter throw. Cox was previously ranked tenth in NCAA 
rankings along with leading the Sun Belt Conference. 

Troy’s women’s 4x400 relay team completed a season-best 
finish of 3:53.39. The team, consisting of senior Tiffany Slater, 
sophomore Aleeza Kempton, and freshmen Dallas Worthy and 
Taylor McDonald, finished fifth on Saturday and currently rank 
fourth in the conference.

The women’s 4x100 relay team with seniors Slater and Adria 
Hill, sophomore Sierra King, and junior Alexus Cobb also 
completed a season-high finish, coming in eighth place at 48.07 
seconds. 

Troy’s men’s 4x100 relay had a strong finish for the second 
week in a row. The team, composed of junior Benjamin Martin 
and seniors Jordan Landburg, Thaddeus Curtis, and Phillip 
Pritchett, finished third in the Sun Belt rankings and are twenty-
fourth in the NCAA.

See Track, page 7

Gabe Sadetsky
Staff Writer 

On Sunday, March 30, the San Diego 
Padres beat the Los Angeles Dodgers 
3-1, giving way to the beginning of the 
2014 MLB season. The hometown fa-
vorite around here, the Atlanta Braves, 
began their season the next day with a 
loss to the Milwaukee Brewers. 

With a 165-game season, it really 
shouldn’t matter if your team, whether 
it’s the Braves, the New York Yankees, 
or the defending World Series champs, 
the Boston Red Sox, wins on opening 
day. I hope none of those teams are 
your teams, because all three of them 
lost on opening day. 

Does it matter? Of course it matters, 
just not as much to teams as to the fans 
of those teams. In fact, only four of the 
last 10 World Series winners have won 
on opening day. 

Yet, when Atlanta lost to Milwau-
kee on the first game of the season, 
Braves nation was outraged on Twitter, 
demanding some players be removed 
from the lineup. 

It’s opening day. We still have 165 
games to show our disapproval. 

Most of the teams are wrapping up 
their first week of action, and it’s never 
too early to make our picks on who will 
win the big show in November. If the 
current standings say anything, then 
the 5-2 Miami Marlins will face the 4-1 
Detroit Tigers in the World Series.

That is, unless the 5-2 San Francisco 
Giants beat the Marlins in the National 
League Championship game. But, yet 
again, we have a lot of ballgames left 
before we figure that out. 

If you’re a gambler, you may want 
to throw on the Los Angeles Dodgers. 
The Las Vegas odds-makers have given 
them an 8/1 chance to win the show. 
That’s a pretty safe pick, they have the 
defending Cy Young winner as their ace 
pitcher and a group of all-stars scattered 
all over the field.

I know for a fact that Dodgers co-

See Opening Day, page 7

Tennis star Trang ‘on fire’
Wally Pendergrass

Staff Writer

While playing on the international tennis 
circuit, Trang Huynh knew that she wanted 
to come play college tennis in the United 
States. When Troy University offered her 
an athletic scholarship, she accepted and 
the results this season have been great for 
both Huynh and the whole women’s tennis 
team.

Huynh is from Vung Tau, Vietnam and 
started playing tennis at the age of eight. 
She started playing in the pro circuit of the 
International Tennis Federation in 2008.

Huynh, a sophomore, has compiled 
an impressive 14-2 record this season in 
singles play and has won seven matches in 
a row. If that wasn’t enough, Huynh and 
doubles partner sophomore Anja Cosovic 
are 14-2 and have won 11 straight matches.  

Those results have helped Huynh receive 
three Sun Belt Female Tennis Athlete of 
the Week awards. She has earned two in a 
row for the past two weeks. Even with all 
the success on the court, Huynh is a very 
humble student athlete.

“I’m happy about how I’m doing this 
year, considering it’s my first year here,” 
Huynh said. “I hope that I can continue to 
improve my record.”

When asked how she felt about her 
doubles partner and why she has had so 
much success this season,   Huynh said. 
“I think it’s because we got along so well. 
Communication is key in doubles.” 

Huynh explained that a big factor of 
why the whole tennis team has bonded and 
become close is because of the strong in-
ternational representation.

See Trang, page 7

How to play:
Each of these word games represents a sports saying or related to 

sports in some way. Think literally to solve. Answers are in the lower 
right corner 

Solutions

1. Throw in the towel  3. Rain check
2. In the ball park   4. Runner-up

Word Games

1. 2.

4.3.

TOWTHROWEL IN

RUNNER

Opening 
Day doesn’t 
decide the 
champs

April Irvin photo

Sophomore Aleeza Kempton had a season-high finish 
in the 4x400 relay with teammates senior Tiffany Slater, 
and freshmen Dallas Worthy and Taylor McDonald.

Joshua Thurston photo

Sophomore tennis player, Trang Huynh, has earned the Sun Belt Tennis 
Athlete of the Week award three times this season and has won the past 
11 straight doubles match with her partner, sophomore Anja Cosovic.
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