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Rubicon launch

Jill Odom photo
Naomi Perez, a senior English major from Enterprise and editor-in-chief of the student publication 
the Rubicon, presents Richard Nokes, associate English professor, with a framed quote about learn-
ing from T.H. White’s book “The Once and Future King,” at Monday’s launch event for the Rubicon. 
The event was meant to be a celebration of all genres of art, with readings, monologue perfor-
mances and music. Nokes read a magazine submission of his to inspire those attending that they 
can learn from their failures, along with Jim Davis, another associate English professor who read an 
excerpt from the novel he is currently working on, and other writers who had works published in the 
Rubicon. Frequency, Troy University’s jazz ensemble, performed along with an original piano com-
position. The event was held at Studio 116 in Brundidge, the studio of Sara Dismukes, an assistant 
professor of art and design. Copies of the Rubicon are available in Smith Hall.

Students 
hold issue 
forums

Lilly Casolaro
Staff Writer

Freshmen involved in the public issues learning com-
munities have been hosting issue forums to discuss 
current problems on Troy University’s campus and 
throughout Alabama.

The public issues course, an alternative to a tradition-
al freshman orientation course, has challenged students 
to work together to identify a topic and develop an 
issue forum and service project. An issue forum is the 
gathering of a group to discuss a relevant issue where 
ideas and views can be exchanged.

Students participating in the class considered how to 
approach issues such as dieting and exercise, recycling 
and cyberbullying. They created action plans on how 
they personally or collectively can address community 
and statewide concerns and possible solutions with 
those assembled. 

Jonathan Cellon, coordinator of learning initiatives 
and instructor of the course, said students are engaged 
and involved throughout the whole process and gain 
leadership traits.

“Deliberation is a key leadership skill and valuable 
tool to help students identify problems,” Cellon said. 

The issue forums are aimed to provide attendees a 
broader viewpoint on how to resolve crucial problems. 

Group helps girls ‘Sparkle’

Cassie Gibbs
News Editor

A newly recognized organization at Troy University 
is making its mission to lead girls to a better future 
through mentorship.

The Sparkle Mentoring Club 
held its first meeting Saturday. 
There, students met with girls 
from grades six through 12 
whom they would soon mentor.

Brianna McDougle, a junior 
broadcast journalism major 
from Tuscaloosa, and mentor 
with Sparkle, said that she 
wants to help girls prosper in the 
community. 

“What I want is for the girls 
to be themselves and not let 
society fold them,” McDougle 
said. 

Erikka Caldwell, a senior bio-
medical sciences major from 
Selma and founder of Sparkle, 
said that the organization was 
inspired by previous work with girls in a different 
program. 

“Initially, I used to do a lot of community service 
with Upward Bound,” Caldwell said. “After being 
inspired by my Upward Bound students, I decided in 
January 2013 to start Sparkle. They really inspired me 
by just talking to me, telling me about their problems or 
ask(ing) my advice.”

The group specifically works with girls at a time 
that Caldwell calls the “peak season” for those being 
mentored. 

“The things that happen, relationships, puberty... 
it’s prime time for them,” Caldwell said. “In elemen-
tary school, there isn't much that you can talk to them 
(students) about that will actually stick to them. They 
are more mature now in middle school and high school, 

and they will really listen to 
you.” 

Caldwell has many plans for 
the future of the organization. 
She said she plans to have a 
pageant at the beginning of 
the spring semester and would 
like to go to the tiara ball, held 
at Bush Memorial Baptist 
Church in Troy. 

Caldwell said that now that 
the organization has been rec-
ognized by Troy, it can do 
more. 

“Now that we're a Troy Uni-
versity organization, we can 
do more and go out into the 
community more.” 

Previously, the group has 
mostly done community 

service. Caldwell said that the organization has worked 
with Habitat for Humanity, the Noble Manor and others, 
and will continue to have community service projects in 
the future. 

The Troy University chapter is the first of many that 
Caldwell plans to start. 

“I am working on two other Sparkle chapters,” 
Caldwell said. “Other than Troy University, I have one 
opening up in Meridian, Mississippi, and another in 

Erikka Caldwell

Keep calm 
and ruck on

April Irvin photo
Dash Merritt, a sophomore marketing major from 
Enterprise and Alpha Tau Omega member, and 
Jason Lee, a freshman undeclared major from 
Montgomery and ATO pledge, walk in the Ruck-
a-thon hosted by the Troy for Troops Center on 
Saturday. The event’s proceeds went to The Lone 
Survivor and Wounded Warrior Project, the phi-
lanthropy of ATO. “We (ATO) found out they were 
doing it for the Wounded Warrior Project, and 
that’s our philanthropy, so we got excited about 
it and entered two teams,” Merritt said. “We 
wanted to have a strong presence here because 
they’re doing the same thing that we do.”

Organization will provide mentors in community
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See Issues, page 2

Writer profiles Chandler 
Worthy. 
Sports, pg. 8

“Fall Acts” will 
showcase student 
directing talents. A&E, 
pg. 5

What’s Inside:



News
Page 2 | News@tropnews.com November 20, 2014

Issues
continued from page 1 

Cellon said that he 
hopes people walk away 
with a better idea of how 
they can approach these 
issues.

“Beyond just a black 
and white mindset, the 
forums help people to 
look beyond the classical 
viewpoint and allows par-
ticipants to identify mean-
ingful action steps they 
agreed upon,” said Cellon.   

The first issue forum, 
which was held Thursday, 
Nov. 13, addressed 
health and wellness on 
Troy’s campus with a 
specific focus on diet and 
exercising.

 A second forum, given 
on Wednesday, Nov. 19, 
discussed recycling to 
help create a more envi-
ronmentally-aware and 
friendly university. 

Freshmen Syndi Sweet, 
an earth and space science 
major from Huntsville, 
and Frances Speed, a 
nursing major from 
Montgomery, moderated 
the forum discussion by 
presenting facts about 
recycling. 

The students discussed 
action steps to expand 
the recycling program 
on campus and encour-
aged students to offer 

suggestions and provide 
feedback throughout the 
meeting. 

“I believe that recycling 
more on campus is 
important to us because it 
shows our passion for the 
environment,” said Sweet. 

Other students in the 
class were involved in the 
pre-forum process. Katlyn 
Scruggs, a freshman 
criminal justice major 
from Montgomery, was 
on the management team 
and realized the need for 
recycling to reduce waste. 

“While picking up 
trash and recyclables on 
campus, I saw a lot of 
waste and it made me 
more aware of the need 
for recycling bins across 
campus,” said Scruggs. “I 
would encourage students 
not to be wasteful.”

The service project team 
went to various buildings 
on campus to determine 
whether the recycling bins 
were effective in eliminat-
ing waste.

“Over the course of 
the two days, our service 
project team found that 
each building had over 
50 percent of recycla-
ble material in the trash 
containers,” said Speed 
during the forum. 

Students involved in the 
presentation gave three 
actions steps on how to 
promote an eco-friendly 

campus. 
Action one is conve-

nience relating to the ease 
of access of recycling 
bins. Students suggested 
placing more recycling 
bins, in more locations, 
and having appealing 
receptacles. 

Action two is making 
students, faculty and 
staff more aware of what 
materials can be recycled. 

Action three is changing 
the current system of 
recycling can be changed 
or modified to produce 
greater on campus 
participation. 

Attendees were asked 
to identify what Troy was 
doing wrong in terms of 
promotion of recycling. 
The number one response 
was not informing 
students of recycling 
options nor makes them 
aware of how and what to 
recycle. 

 Participants offered 
solutions to this problem 
including providing in-
centives to those who 
recycle, inviting speakers 
to campus to discuss the 
effects of harmful waste 
and increasing the number 
and location of recycling 
bins on campus. 

A final forum on cyber-
bullying in Alabama will 
be hosted in HAL Hall at 
4:30 p.m. on Thursday, 
Nov. 20. 

Selma, my hometown.” 
Ninti Jackson, a 10th-

grader from Pike County 
High School, said that she 
looks forward to really 
participating with the 
group. 

“I enjoy being around 
everybody,” Jackson said. 
“We can build a great 
sisterhood.”

Brittany DuBose, a 

junior broadcast journal-
ism major from Troy, said 
that the mentors really 
want to help the girls feel 
confident with themselves. 

“Our goal is to have 
the younger girls have 
self-confidence and un-
derstand that they can do 
anything they want to do 
with the right mindset 
and with the right people 
behind them.” 

Caldwell said that she is 

looking forward to getting 
out into the community 
and hopefully touching 
the lives of many girls. 

“We are trying to go out 
into the community and 
letting people know about 
Sparkle,” Caldwell said. 

“We just want to let 
everyone know that we're 
here for the teenage girls 
and we want to help them 
grow. We’re here for 
them.” 

Club sports fee discussed
Cassie Gibbs
News Editor

Anton Zimanek, a 
senior hospitality and 
sport management major 
from Prattville, and Derek 
Daniel, a senior sports 
management major from 
Troy, suggested an ad-
ditional use for the $125 
fee that was approved by 
the Student Government 
Association last year to 
improve the recreational 
facilities on campus.

The proposition 
included taking a few 
dollars from the $125 
general student fee that is 
charged to every student 
at Troy University, and, 
using that money, creating 
a fund for club sports on 
Troy’s campus. 

“That would be an 
estimated $40,000 that 
could be going towards 
club sports,” Zimanek 
said during Tuesday’s 
SGA meeting. “This can 
help out the university 
and help out the students 
who want to participate in 
sports that are at a higher 
level, though not neces-
sarily college level.”  

Zimanek said this could 
bring more students to 
Troy in the future. 

Daniel used Iowa State 
University as a example 

of a school with a large 
number of club sports on 
its campus. He said that 
many incoming freshmen 
pick which colleges they 
go to based on the amount 
of and the types of club 
sports available at the 
school. 

Zimanek said that 
the funds would not be 
available to a start-up club 
until after its first year, or 
a “probationary period,” 
of funding itself. Then, 
the organization could 
provide a budget to be 
considered for funding.

The SGA recog-
nized two organizations’ 
constitutions.

The purpose of the 
National Dance Education 
Organization is to 
provide students inter-
ested in dance and dance 
arts education with the 
chance to organize per-
formance opportunities 
for students, implement 

mentorship programs 
with local high-school 
aged dance students, 
make connections with 
many organizations to 
offer dance workshops 
or classes, administer the 
National Honor Society 
for Dance Arts Program, 
raise money to benefit 
local dance initiatives and 
charity programs, sponsor 
guest-teaching artists and 
other enrichment activi-
ties, organize advocacy 
efforts for dance education 
at university, city and 
state level, host profes-
sional and career develop-
ment networking events 
with the NDEO state 
affiliate and other profes-
sional, local organiza-
tions, prepare and submit 
a proposal to present at 
the annual NDEO national 
conference and provide 
special opportunities for 
intellectual and creative 
exchange about dance. 

The Tau Beta Nu 
Trombone Society’s 
purpose is to provide op-
portunities for profes-
sional growth through 
rehearsal and perfor-
mance, to commend 
the music and art of the 
trombone and to strength-
en and unify the trombone 
section at Troy University. 

Sparkle
continued from page 1

Anton Zimanek

Prof talks Holocaust 
Destiny Hosmer

Staff Writer

Troy University at Montgomery history 
professor Dan Puckett will be discuss-
ing his book “In the Shadow of Hitler: 
Alabama’s Jews, the Second World War, 
and the Holocaust” this Thursday. 

Puckett became an associate professor 
of history at the Montgomery campus 
in 2005. He teaches modern European 
history, and his research interests are in 
the Holocaust and Jewish history. 

“In the Shadow of Hitler” describes 
how Jews in Alabama responded to the 
horrors of the Holocaust. In an effort to 
save Jewish lives overseas, Alabama’s 
Jews bridged the gap between their own 
internal divisions and contrasting tra-
ditional backgrounds. Alabama’s Jews 
were able to sway the opinions of the 
media, the general public and political 
leaders on all levels.

“I chose to focus my writing on the 
Holocaust and Jewish history because 
it was what I studied in grad school. It 
really fascinated me, and still does, so I 

began exploring it. I wanted to know how 
the Jewish people in the United States 
reacted to the Holocaust,” Puckett said. 

“There are a lot of misconceptions 
that Jewish people in the United States 
were not trying to do anything about 
the Holocaust, and that is not the truth. 
You had invested Jewish communities in 
Alabama that knew what was going on 
in Europe and fighting to make a differ-
ence,” Puckett said. 

Puckett’s work has appeared in 
Holocaust and Genocide Studies, 
Southern Jewish History and Alabama 
Heritage, as well as other publications. 
Puckett has been a Starkoff Fellow at 
the Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the 
American Jewish Archives and a Chan-
cellor’s Fellow at Troy University. He 
was appointed to the Alabama Holocaust 
Commission by Governor Robert Bentley 
and currently serves on the Board of 
Trustees of the Southern Jewish Histori-
cal Society editorial Board of Southern 
Jewish History.

The book discussion will be held Nov. 
20 at noon in the Troy campus library. 

Survey shows student 
satisfaction with Troy

Cassie Gibbs
News Editor

What was meant to be a class project 
became a way for Troy students to voice 
their opinions about their satisfaction 
with the university. 

Olivia Melton, a sophomore math and 
economics major from Orange Beach, 
created a Troy University Student Sat-
isfaction Survey on Surveymonkey.com 
that consisted of 10 questions about 
student life and students’ overall satisfac-
tion of Troy. 

Melton originally created the survey 
for her Introduction to Social Science 
Inquiry class, but decided to make the 
project bigger. 

After advertising the survey on 
Trojan Today for three days, posting 
the survey on the Troy University 
Textbook Exchange page, and announc-
ing it at Student Government Associa-
tion meetings and by word-of-mouth, 
539 students took Melton’s satisfaction 
survey. The survey was available for two 
weeks. 

Melton, in her project portfolio, said 
that the data from the survey could help 
students support their opinions when 
they “go to Troy faculty to justify any 
concerns they have.”

The survey included questions about 
a fee to have a 24-hour library, dining 
hours and Troy’s communication to the 
student body about certain events. 

Melton found that there was a direct 
correlation between classification, library 
use and willingness to pay a $25 fee to 
have a 24-hour library. 

Higher classifications (seniors and 
juniors) had higher percentages ranging 
from 48 to 51 percent saying they would 
pay the fee to have a 24-hour library, 
though lower classifications had a sig-
nificant 35 to 46 percent that would be 
willing to pay the fee as well. 

Students were then asked about their 
satisfaction with dining hall hours. 

All classifications showed extreme dis-
satisfaction with the hours. The results 
for each classification ranged from 61 to 
80 percent, with sophomores being the 
most dissatisfied with dining hall hours. 

Melton said that in her results she 
found that 46 percent of students were 
not happy with Troy’s communication 
about volunteer events and opportuni-
ties, though other campus activities 
and athletic events had a more positive 
response.

Other questions included use of school 
facilities, how well students know the 
faculty of Troy, specifically in regards to 
asking for reference letters, and choosing 
Troy as a university.  

Melton, in the conclusion of her 
portfolio, said that the “results collected 
should help the student leaders and Troy 
University’s faculty become more pro-
ductive in satisfying the student body’s 
needs.”
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Jamie Bennett
Staff Writer

Troy University’s Spectrum Alliance 
has been busy this semester with fliers 
going up every week for meetings, 
events and collaborations.  

“We are an organization on campus that 
promotes equality, dignity and respect 
for all individuals regardless of race, 
gender or sexual 
orientation,” said 
Victoria Bailey, 
a senior social 
work major from 
Clovis, New 
Mexico. Bailey 
is an officer for 
the Spectrum 
Alliance.

The Spectrum 
Alliance, which 
was originally 
named the Gay-
Straight Alliance, 
was disbanded a 
number of years 
ago.

Jana Wieser, a first-year graduate 
international relations major from 
Bremen, Germany, and the president of 
the Spectrum Alliance said: “It existed 
at one point, but then it disbanded. This 
is the fourth consecutive year since we 
restarted it.”

“We meet every Monday at 7 p.m. 
in Trojan Center 224,” Wieser said. 
“We have a steady 30 that come every 
meeting, sometimes less, sometimes 
more.”

When asked about some of their more 
recent activities, Bailey said, “We had a 
showing of the ‘Rocky Horror Picture 
Show.’ We also did a collaboration with 
the documentary club for a showing of 

the movie ‘Milk.’ ”
That’s not the 

only thing that 
the Spectrum 
Alliance has 
been doing lately. 
Members have 
also celebrated the 
holidays together.

Most recently, 
Bailey said, 
“We had a 
“Thanksgayving” 
potluck dinner.”

The dinner was 
held Monday 
night at a trailer 
in Forest Acres. 

Those interested were invited to join the 
Facebook event under the same name 
and encouraged to bring a dish and a 
friend.

A common misconception about the 
Spectrum Alliance is that one must be 
part of the LGBT community in order to 

join. That could not be further from the 
truth, according to the club president. 

As for their meetings, Wieser said, 
“Everybody is welcome, and you don’t 
have to be gay to attend. We used to be 
the Gay-Straight Alliance, but two years 
ago we changed the name to Spectrum. 

“There is a spectrum of people, and we 
want to be all-inclusive.”

“People should know that we don’t 
hang out and talk about how gay we are,” 
said Jordan Forshay, a sophomore social 
work major from Prattville and an officer 
of the Spectrum Alliance. “We talk about 
everybody being accepted for who they 
are.”

A typical meeting for the Spectrum 

Alliance is described as a place of open 
conversation. Its last meeting was about 
bullying in schools. 

The group is open to talk about any 
subject of importance to members. Its 
members invite anyone who is simply 
interested in open thought and discussion 
to join, or attend a meeting. 

The Spectrum Alliance encourages 
people to visit its social media sites. It 
has a Twitter account, @troyuspectrum; 
and a Facebook account, Troy University 
Spectrum Alliance. 

The last meeting of the semester is Dec. 
7 at 7 p.m. Members will be building 
their social platform and planning events 
for the next semester.

Spectrum Alliance open to all

Somewhere for the holidays
Mary Ferrell
Staff Writer

With Thanksgiving break 
coming up and Christmas break 
following shortly after, many 
students are preparing to go 
home for the holidays. Others 
are not able to travel. 

Many students, particularly 
international students, cannot 
travel home, and because they 
do not celebrate Thanksgiving 
and many do not celebrate 
Christmas, they have alternative 
plans for the winter breaks. 

Muhammad Armine Yaa-
koubi, a freshman economics 
major from Tunisia, is planning 
on traveling to New York and 
Washington, D.C., next week 
for Thanksgiving break. 

As it is his first year in 
America, Yaakoubi said he is 
excited about seeing American 
Thanksgiving festivities. 
Because his culture does not 
celebrate Christmas, he is 
planning a “West Coast road 
trip” to California. 

Yaakoubi said he still enjoys 
the Christmas season and all of 
the decorations and celebrations.

“I think it’s a beautiful thing,” 
he said. 

The New Year’s celebration 
in Tunisia is the equivalent of 
the American Christmas season, 
with its emphasis on family and 
food.

Victoria Sabinina, a junior 

journalism major from Ukraine, 
is celebrating Thanksgiving 
with family in Miami. 

Because she comes from a 
family that celebrates Christmas, 
she is traveling home for the 
break in a few weeks. 

She said her traditional 
celebration is “almost like 
Americans’,” with 12 traditional 
dishes and the focus on family. 
Sabinina said that the New 
Year’s celebration is more 
important than Christmas; gifts 
are exchanged on New Year’s 
instead, but it is “all one big 
family holiday.” 

Madina Seytmuradoua, 
a freshman history major 
from Turkmenistan, does not 
celebrate Christmas, but she said 
that the New Year’s celebration 
in Turkmenistan has traditions 
similar to American Christmas. 

Ded Moroz, translated into 
“Grandfather Frost,” is much 
like Santa Claus; he travels 
around on New Year’s Eve with 
his granddaughter on a sleigh to 
deliver presents. 

Seytmuradoua celebrated 
Thanks giving at the Inter-
national Thanksgiving dinner 

on campus earlier this week. 
“Thanksgiving is a good 

holiday for what it means, but it 
has weird origins,” she said. 

Seytmuradoua likes Thanks-
giving because “it is like a 
big family reunion for all 
Americans.” 

Aaron Hagler, an assistant 
professor of history from 
Montgomery, is celebrating 
a traditional American 
Thanksgiving. 

Next month, he will be 
celebrating Hanukkah with 
his family in accordance to 
his Jewish faith. He is looking 

forward to enjoying traditional 
stories, food and games with his 
family. 

According to Hagler, 
Hanukkah is actually a 
“minor holiday” that receives 
recognition only because it 
happens to be around the same 
time as Christmas. 

There are many opportunities 
around campus to learn about 
different cultures, and the 
holiday season is no exception; 
there is more learning to do 
outside the classroom as well as 
inside. 

International students discuss what they will be doing for winter break while far from home

“Everybody is 
welcome, and you 
don’t have to be 
gay to attend. . .

There is a spectrum 
of  people, and 

we want to be all-
inclusive.”

April Irvin photo
Three members of the Spectrum Alliance — Virginia Brandt, a senior the-
ater major from Centre; Taylor Hardwick, a senior ecology and field biol-
ogy major from Valley; and Kayla McCormick, a senior sociology major 
from Enterprise — at their annual showing of “The Rocky Horror Picture 
Show” for Halloween. The organization has been hosting many events for 
other holidays and occasions.

Brenna Patrick photo
Students attend the International Thanksgiving on Tuesday night.



Opinion
Page 4 | Opinion@tropnews.com November 20, 2014

As Troy University’s official student newspaper, the  
Tropolitan strives to serve student interests.  The Opinion 
page is an outlet for Tropolitan editors to question uni-
versity policies that do not benefit Troy’s students, praise 
those that do and call attention to national and state is-
sues that relate to students. The opinions expressed here 
are not necessarily those of  Troy University or the Hall 
School of  Journalism and Communication.

Editorials stand as the official, corporate opinion of  the 

Tropolitan.  Our opinions are not influenced by campus 
organizations or societies, university administration or 
political parties. The first copy of  the Tropolitan is free 
to any student or employee of  Troy University. Each ad-
ditional copy costs $1.

Guest Columns
The Tropolitan encourages students, faculty and staff  at 

Troy University to express opinions in a guest column of  

500-700 words.  Dissenting opinions are welcomed, but 
all expressions are the sole opinion of  their author and do 
not reflect the beliefs of  the Tropolitan.

Letters to the Editor
The Tropolitan welcomes letters from students, faculty, 

staff  and non-Troy affiliated persons.  Dissenting opin-
ions and corrections are welcomed.

The Tropolitan does not exclusively print letters fa-

vorable to the newspaper.  Letters to the editor must be 
signed by the author, and a phone number must be in-
cluded.

All submissions must be word-processed and emailed 
to the Tropolitan by 5 p.m. on Monday.  All submissions 
may not be published.

Submissions bashing groups or individuals on the basis 
of  race, gender, age, ethnic group, orientation or religious 
belief  will not be printed. 
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Stephanie Shackelford 
Contributor

Neither word, Christian or feminist, 
completely identifies me, and, when 
paired together, they potentially 
generate an even more inaccurate 
picture of who I am. I don’t want others 
to decide who and what I am before 
getting to know me, so I often choose 
not to label myself as either.  

However, my understanding and 
practice of both are an integral part of 
the person I am and who I want to be. 

Generally, feminism focuses on 
different aspects of equality for 
women. There have been three waves 
of feminism. 

The first focused on political and 
legal equality, ending with the ratifica-
tion of the 19th Amendment in 1920, 
which guaranteed a woman’s right to 
vote. 

Second-wave feminism was most 
concerned with challenging and 
changing cultural perceptions and 
treatment of women. During the 1960s-
1980s, a multitude of cultural, legal 
and professional issues were raised and 
debated. 

The lines then blurred, and we 
entered third-wave feminism, which is 
individual-focused.  Each person, male 
or female, interprets and applies the 
concepts of equality and freedom to his 
or her own experience.

As a teen and young adult in the 
1970s and ’80s, I did not feel comfort-
able adopting the 
label “feminist.” 
Rightly or 
wrongly, I 
perceived that 
choosing to be a 
feminist meant 
that I rejected 
the more tradi-
tional choices 
of marriage and 
motherhood. 

The way I lived my life, however, 
was consistent with the feminist ideals 
of freedom, equality and choice. I chose 
what I wanted (to be a wife and stay-
at-home, homeschooling mom), but 
always respected other women’s rights 
to choose differently. I lived my life 
intentionally and taught or influenced 
those around me to do the same. 

As my daughter Meg, a Troy 
graduate, began exploring and discuss-
ing feminism, I was encouraged to re-
examine my own understanding of it. 
I agreed wholeheartedly that men and 
women are of equal value. I agreed that 
women should be heard, not dismissed. 
I agreed that society often dismissed, 
ignored or intentionally misunder-
stood or misrepresented women and the 
female perspective. I agreed that mar-
ginalizing anyone devalues everyone 
in that society. I agreed with so many 

of the feminist topics Meg discussed 
,even though I had chosen to reject the 
label of feminist, partly because of that 
widespread societal misrepresentation. 
As she became more conscious and 
confident about her opinions, I’ve been 
inspired to refresh mine.

The biblical teachings of Christian-
ity, which are even more important 
to me, actually formed my opinions 
and perceptions regarding feminism.  
Those teachings of choice, freedom, 
equality, justice, sin and righteousness, 
compassion, changed and empowered 
lives, breaking the yokes of oppres-
sion and more formed my understand-
ing of life, myself and my spirituality. 
I then applied those perceptions to my 
opinions and actions.

In my mind, the precepts of Christi-
anity and those of feminism are parallel 
and compatible.

According to the Bible, all have 
sinned, but all are called to accept for-
giveness and new life through Jesus; all 
are equal in God’s sight.

Feminism claims men and women 
are of equal worth and deserve equal 
opportunities and treatment.

God hates injustice, condemning in-
equality and oppression of every kind. 
He calls those who claim to follow him 
to fight injustice, break every yoke of 
oppression, care for the hurting and 
pour themselves out for the needy.

Feminists are outspoken about the 
ways in which women are oppressed 
and devalued, both individually and by 

societal norms.
The message 

of the Bible 
is available to 
everyone. All 
have the oppor-
tunity to be loved 
and welcomed by 
God. God actively 
seeks out, restores 
and empowers 

those who choose to follow him. 
Feminism speaks a message of em-

powerment that focuses on women, 
but includes all people.  Feminists are 
speaking out about how men are also 
oppressed by current rigid societal 
expectations.

The primary message of the Bible is 
one of freedom from bondage, restora-
tion of relationships and empowerment 
to live rightly.

The primary message of feminism 
is that each person has the right and 
should have the power and access to 
choose the life he or she desires, free 
from oppression.

Being a feminist is an outgrowth of 
my choice to be a Christian.

Stephanie Shackelford is a senior 
graphic design major from Troy. She is 
running a personal blog discussion on 
Christian feminism.

Theresa Kiernan
Contributor

Did you know that Henry Ford didn’t 
invent the car? I was quite surprised when 
I found out that Karl Benz, not Henry 
Ford, is credited with the invention of the 
automobile. Is this me living the “dumb 
American” stereotype?  

Speaking of the “dumb American” 
stereotype, there are a few other stereo-
types that I encountered during my time 
abroad in Europe. To begin with, there is 
the “dumb American” stereotype, which 
I modeled in my confusion of the car’s 
invention. 

In contrast with this stereotype is the 
“amazing education system” we have. I 
met many students who want to study in 
the U.S. because of our great programs 
and universities. 

One of the funniest stereotypes I en-
countered was about Miami, big cities on 
the beach and our famed spring breaks.  
Apparently, the U.S. is “The Land of 
Perpetual Spring Break” and contains 
the biggest and best parties. A group of 
Europeans who asked me about spring 
break were shocked that I spent my time 
traveling and visiting family, rather than 

taking advantage of this “American 
Dream.”

Another stereotype is that everything is 
bigger in the U.S. We have bigger stores, 
bigger roads, bigger cars and bigger ev-
erything. Everything is bigger here, not 
just in Texas. 

But overall, the most profound 
comment I heard about the U.S. was that 
“in America failure is not final.” In many 
places, failure is viewed as a shameful 
end, instead of a new opportunity. But 
in the U.S., things are different, and epic 
failures become steppingstones, not final 
defeats.

Our country is so young. There are walls 
and buildings in Europe that are ages older 
than this country. Yet, the U.S. stands out 
as the land of dreams and opportunities, 
hope and infinite possibility. 

This is something about the U.S. that I 
took for granted, but I greatly appreciate it 
now. Even in failure, there is hope for the 
future, for better and brighter days. 

So there you have it, a few stereo-
types about the U.S., from another dumb, 
educated, partying, big and unstoppable 
American. 

Theresa Kiernan is a senior communica-
tion major from Bedford, New Hampshire.

Pierce Godwin
Staff Writer

As the end of the semester nears, many 
students are trying to get that last-minute 
push to improve their grades, while some 
teachers attempt to pile on more exams 
and projects. 

The day before final exams begin is un-
officially known as “dead day” because 
the campus is usually empty. The only 
places that life can be found are the library 
and the dining halls.  

The university gives the students the op-
portunity to get some last-minute studying 
in by canceling all regular classes the 
Wednesday before finals. However, 
not everyone uses the day before the 
beginning of finals as an opportunity to try 
to regurgitate everything that we should 
have learned throughout the semester. 
Some students go out on “dead day’s eve” 
to help ease their minds from the stress of 
the looming exams.

“I feel like it’s good to go out and blow 
off a little steam with your friends before 
you get down to studying,” said Andrew 
Johnson, a senior broadcast journal-
ism major from Camden. “I know it has 
always helped me.” 

The only day more important than 
dead day is probably the day before. On 
“dead day’s eve,” most students plan to do 
something not related to school with the 
hope to study all of “dead day.” 

The Front Porch, one of Troy’s bars, 
tweeted its “Dead Day’s Eve Rave” last 
April. The bars in Troy usually offer dis-
counted cover charges, drink specials and 
free games. 

There is no reason this trend will not 
continue this year, and maybe it is not 
such a bad thing. Students spend the 
entire semester doing grade calculations, 
singlehandedly finishing group projects 
and staying up until the next morning to 
prepare for an exam.

Many students choose to go out and 
enjoy themselves before the start of final 
exams. Organizations gather in celebra-
tion of the end of the semester, and the 
local bars use “dead day’s eve” as an op-
portunity to get students to enjoy their last 
free night of the semester.

According to Professor Robbyn Taylor 
from the Hall School of Journalism and 
Communication, if students choose to go 
out, they should remember to make smart 
decisions and be safe.

“You have to know your limits and 
what works best for you,” Taylor said. 
“But everyone could use a mental break 
as long as you are responsible, and as long 
as students who go out together are taking 
care of each other, having fun isn’t neces-
sarily a bad thing.”

In my opinion, with final exams starting 
the week following fall break, students 
should go ahead and try to get a jump start 
on studying and look for ways to curb the 
stress during final exams. 

Seth Nicholson

Christian feminism
Student reconciles equality with Bible message

“The precepts of  
Christianity and 

those of  feminism 
are parallel and 

compatible.”

Exploring stereotypes 
toward Americans

Dead day discussed
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Lizzy Heath, a sophomore accounting major from Dothan, studying in the 
Troy campus library. With finals near, students have the choice of relaxing 
to be mentally ready for exams or studying throughout this limited time.
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Parker McCann

Staff Writer

POPulus and frequency often 
collaborate to work together —
the groups even talked about 
touring at one point.

frequency started in 2009 
when Diane Orlofsky, professor 
of music and director of Uni-
versity Choirs, now the director 
of the group, noticed that most 
colleges and universities that 
have large music programs also 
have local jazz groups. 

“I’m a big fan of ensemble 
vocal jazz, and in 2009 it started 
to become popular with con-
temporary a capella, thanks 
to shows like ‘The Voice,’ ” 
Orlofsky said.

In 2011, frequency dropped 
an album titled “Fields of Gold.” 

“We were very young and had 
just started out,” Orlofsky said.

The group is open to anyone 
from any 
major —
about 12 
m e m b e r s 
aren’t music 
majors. 

This term, 
there are 12 
singers in 
the group, along with a small 
instrument combination, such 
as percussion, guitar, acoustic 
bass and keyboard. Some pieces 
are a capella, and there are some 

small instrument combinations 
in a few of the pieces.

“We perform a cross-section 
of what we consider vocal jazz 
style,” Orlofsky said. “We do 
pieces similar to artists like 
Manhattan Transfer, New York 
Voices and Take Six to contem-
porary vocal jazz covers of pop 
songs by artists like Imogen 
Heap.” 

The group also does pieces 
from arrangers in Finland and 
Sweden because Scandinavian 
Jazz is popular now.

frequency normally plays at 
one big venue each term and 
has a lot of smaller performanc-
es. The group has also been 
selected to perform at the State 
Music Conference. It is the first 
jazz group selected to sing, and 
this will be its biggest audience 
to date.

POPulus started in 2012 to 
formulate an ensemble-like 
setting around popular music, 

rather than 
classical or 
jazz.

The idea 
was to take 
students who 
want to go 
into the con-
t e m p o r a r y 

music industry and show them 
the daily work while still being 
in a class setting.

The group normally plays 
contemporary American pop 

music, which covers a variety of 
genres. 

“Pop music is the music of the 
people,” said Wyatt Edmondson, 
a junior music industry major 
from Montgomery and one of 
the lead singers and acoustic 
guitar players. “It’s full of influ-
ences from our culture.”

POPulus plays two to four 
times during fall semesters, 
as well as a few small perfor-
mances. Most of the time this 
semester has gone toward-
sworking on the upcoming CD 
“Who You Are,” which will be 
debuting at the concert. 

“It’s been interesting working 
with frequency for this concert. 
We’ve never actually had duals 
concerts,” Edmondson said. 
“We have similar goals, just in 
different ways for us both in 
our own genre. It’ll be a good 
musical blend.” 

The performance for POPulus 
will be free of admission 
and sponsored by Momma 
Goldberg’s.

The performance for 
frequency is billed as an “open 
rehearsal,” with free admission 
and food. The studio will be 
set up as a jazz club, and the 

audience will see what goes 
on during classes and how the 
group rehearses.

Songs won’t necessarily be 
performed in full, but there will 
stopping and starting, playing 
different sections and having a 
lot of interaction between the 
group and audience, similar to a 
rehearsal.

On Dec. 2, frequency and 
POPulus will be having 
concerts. POPulus will hold its 
concert at the Square at 8:30 
p.m., and frequency will hold its 
in the Studio on Walnut Street at 
7 p.m.

Student directors show skills 
Lacey Alexander

Staff Writer

Theater students are taking big steps in 
their education this week as they prepare 
for the yearly “Fall Shorts,” various 
one-act plays directed and performed by 
students.

Students in the Directing II class 
have been studying techniques for the 
direction of actors and are putting their 
newfound skills to the test. Each student 
in the class must direct a one-act play, 

which is defined as a play with no inter-
mission, as the final project in the class.

Led by Professor Adena Moree, 
six theater majors have been working 
day and night directing their respec-

tive shows, which range from romantic 
comedies to family dramas. While 
some shows have only two or three cast 
members, some will be showcasing up to 
10 people. 

The students who have been and will 
be acting under the direction of the 
directing students are all theater majors 
who auditioned for their roles and were 
cast by their respective student directors.

Unlike mainstage productions, these 
shows are completely student-designed. 
All costume, lighting and set choices 

must be made by the student director.
“To be a well-rounded theater student 

… you have to study every aspect of 
theater and how it works,” said Virginia 
Brandt, a senior theater major from 
Center. 

Brandt sees this process as impera-
tive to being a productive member of the 
theater industry. “It’s important to under-
stand the work that directors and stage 
managers do because you’re going to be 
working with those people for the rest of 
your career.”

Brandt said that directing her peers 
as her actors and actresses has been a 
pleasant process. 

“When they auditioned, they were the 
ones that stood out the most,” Brandt 
said. “I knew instantly that these were 
the people I wanted to work with.”

Moree supervises the students, but 
rarely intervenes in their actual work. 

“It’s an amazing thing to watch a light 
bulb go off when a student realizes it’s 
not about them anymore,” Moree said, 
“and that they have a responsibility not 
only for an artistic endeavor, but for the 
well-being of the group.”

Moree expressed confidence that these 
students, actors and directors are learning 
valuable information. 

“All theater processes converge in 
regard to the role of the director,” she 
said.

All of these plays take place in the 
blackbox theater in Malone Hall. 
Tuesday night, seniors Marc Johnson 
and Connor Profitt opened their shows 
to the public, and seniors Justin Kirkpat-
rick and Kaitlyn Conway presented their 
shows Wednesday evening. 

The last two shows, directed by seniors 
Shelby Steverson and Virginia Brandt, 
will be Thursday at 7:30 p.m. and 8:30 
p.m., back to back.

Tickets are free and available through 
the box office in the Trojan Center.

April Irvin photo
Nik Motz, a sophomore theater major from Tuscaloosa, participates in 
“Fall Shorts,” which features student directors from the Directing II class. 

POPulus and frequency plan concerts after break

Kevin Glackmeyer photo
The group named frequency began in 2009 when Diane Orlofsky wanted to add a new 
vocal jazz group to Troy University.

“It’s an amazing 
thing to watch 
when a student 
realizes it’s not 

about them  
anymore.”

“Pop music is 
the music of  
the people.”
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As the semester comes to a close, the thought on 
the minds of graduating seniors is “What now?” For 
some, there are plans of relaxation on the horizon, 
while others may have a more adventurous road ahead 
of them. Some graduates may head straight into the 
workforce; some may take time away from the profes-
sional and scholastic world. Others may continue with 
their education. 

Trey Stewart, an English major from Birmingham, 
plans to take time off after graduation to relax and 
prepare for his future. “Right now, I plan on going 
home, studying for the GRE, taking the GRE and then 
applying to grad school,” he said.

 During his time away from school, Stewart plans 
to continue working on his novel, as well as pursue a 
career in editing, publishing and journalism. He said 
that his time at Troy has been an enlightening and 
enjoyable experience for him, and it has taught him 
valuable lessons. 

“This has been one of the best experiences of my 
life,” Stewart said. “Just don’t take all of your hard 
classes at the end of your last semester.”

Another endeavor that some graduates pursue is 
traveling. Rachel Wallace, a broadcast journalism major 
from Helena, plans to take a two-month backpacking 
trip across Europe. Her plan is to start in London, work 
her way over to Scotland, stop in Dublin and end in 
Paris.

 “I’ve always wanted to do it, and I decided that now 
was the time,” she said. Wallace has been fascinated 
with all things London-based since reading the “Harry 
Potter” series, and now she is following her dreams. “I 
want to see Big Ben and Buckingham Palace, and when 
I get to Scotland, my biggest place I want to see is the 
clan of Wallace’s stone.” 

While some graduates pursue traveling after gradua-
tion, others traveled during college and now are on the 
hunt for a job. Courtney Odom, a psychology major 
from Atmore, traveled to Romania on mission trips 
while in college. She said her experiences at Troy and in 
Chi Alpha have helped her prepare for her future goals.

“I want to become a youth pastor and work with 
youth and children,” Odom said. “My time here at 
Troy has given me numerous opportunities to do those 
things because I’ve gotten to go on two mission trips to 
Romania. I’ve also been able to work with the kids at 
the church I’m attending right now. I love Troy, and I 

am grateful to be able to go to a school like this.”
Theresa Kiernan, a communication major from 

Bedford, New Hampshire, contemplates hiking the Ap-
palachian Trail. It is her hope to use her communication 
major to make her own travel show. 

“The thing about college is, it’s the whole experience 
that prepares you. So, not only has Troy given me classes 
and an education to prepare me, but I know I will be 
prepared to do whatever it is in the next stage that comes 
up,” she said. Kiernan is also considering pursuing a 
master’s degree in strategic communication in order to 
continue traveling while staying connected to Troy. 

Kevin Bishop, a computer science major from 
Dothan, has already gotten a head start on finding a job 
after graduation. His internship with CGI has already 
given him work experience as an entry-level business 
analyst. 

“I have a full-time job set up after I graduate,” he 
said. “I will be living in Troy for the next few years, 
possibly, and then after that I may branch out beyond 
CGI.” Bishop said he has received support from his 

teachers, friends and the Career Center during his time 
at Troy. “I’ve learned to value people more. It always 
helps to make a lot of friends within your major. When 
in doubt, the best thing, the best way to get a career, is 
through your connections,” Bishop said.

Some graduates, like Nyari Chanakira, a hospitality 
and tourism major from Harare, Zimbabwe, plan to stay 
within the Trojan family as long as possible. Chanakira 
expressed an interest in finding a job with Troy Univer-
sity after graduating. 

“Possibly working as a recruiter would be my dream 
job. Coming to Troy has really opened up lots of 
avenues for me. I’m a senior RA. I’ve also served as an 
IMPACT leader, and I was president for ISCO (Interna-
tional Student Cultural Organization).

“So, Troy has allowed me to not only achieve my 
goals academically, but expand into the real world and 
use my talents and my gifts to be a better person and 
to help other people. That’s my passion, to help other 
people.” Chanakira hopes to continue at Troy as a 
faculty member one day. 

How about that winter breeze?

Life after college, the next chapter
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Kimberly Greer, a human services major from Dadeville, plans on finding a job in her field of study.

Grishma Rimal
Variety Editor

Goodbye, shorts and flip-flops, at least 
until we meet again. The cold weather 
has arrived and has gripped the entire 
country. According to the National 
Weather Service, the temperatures in 
Troy dropped to as low as 18 degrees 
on Wednesday morning and 22 degrees 
on Tuesday night. Although the forecast 
predicts an increase in temperature, the 
cold is here to stay for a bit, and students 
have mixed reactions about it.

“I am sorry to say this, but I kind of 
hate it right now,” said Mouna Keasara, 
a freshman computer science major from 
Hyderabad, India. Keasara comes from a 
region of India that stays relatively warm 
throughout the year. Keasara said that 
she is not used to the cold weather yet. 

“I even skip lunches because I don’t 
want to get out in the cold,” she said.

For Alabama native James O’Neal, a 
criminal justice major from Huntsville, 
the weather is neither surprising nor 
alarming.  “It was actually kind of crazy 
by this time last year,” he said. “I was 
freezing, and it’s really not as bad as I 
expected it would be.”

“I hate the polarizing weather, but 
just from growing up around it, essen-
tially all my life, I’m kind of used to it,” 
said Caleb Tarver, an exercise science 
graduate student from Atlanta. 

“Atlanta is somewhat the same way. 
It’ll be warm and then it’ll be cold, and 
then go back one. It just fluctuates like 
that, and just over time you get used to 
it.”

Tarver advises people who are unfa-
miliar with the weather in the Southeast 
to stay prepared and to give themselves 
time to get used to the ever-shifting 
temperatures. 

“Just get an app that gives you weather 
updates,” he said. “Just kind of check it 
when you go outside everyday, and they 
are generally accurate.”

He also recommends to international 
students who are unfamiliar with the 
Fahrenheit scale to double-check their 
readings in Celsius to stay on the safe 
side. 

For international students like Keasara, 
being prepared for the winter itself is a 
struggle. 

“I am trying to wear boots and trying 
to wear closed shoes, which I never 
wear,” she said. “I prefer flip-flops, and 
now I have to wear boots.”

Keasara said that her effort to bundle 
up in warm clothes may be failing, as 
she has caught a cold and has had a sore 
throat since the onset of the winter chills. 

Layers and layers of clothing are 
key to surviving the Alabama winter, 
according to Kayla Snyder, a junior sport 
and fitness management major from Bir-
mingham. Snyder said that carrying a 
jacket around is essential due to the un-
predictability of the weather. 

Snyder prefers it to be relatively colder 
in her room and stays under blankets to 
keep herself warm. She said she prefers 
the cold more to the summer warmth, as it 
affects her mood. “I’m personally the kind 
of person, when I’m hot, I get grumpy. 
Like grumpier than when I’m cold.”

“Just when it’s warmer, you want to 
go do more things, but when it’s cold, 

it’s like, I don’t want to be outside,” said 
Tarver.

Although Tarver favors the summer 
days to the winter ones, he mentions that 
the snow days from last year may have 
been one of the happiest days students 
had while in Troy. “I love to see how 
happy everybody else is when it snows.”

Most students, either liking it or 
disliking it, are adjusting to the cold, but 
for some, who hail from colder cities, 
this is barely cold.

“I don’t have any issues with it (the 
weather),” said Kaitlin Mereand, a 
freshman biomedical sciences major 
from Watertown, New York.

“It goes from hot to cold, to hot to 
cold again,” she said. “I think it’s really 
weird because normally (in New York) it 
gets cold and it stays cold for about six 
months, and then it gets warm again.

“My roommate is from Alabama, and 
she put on two pairs of pants today,” 
Mereand said, finding it amusing that a 
temperature of 40 degrees was a cause 
for alarm here. She said that she is not a 
big fan of the Alabama summer, as it gets 
too hot for her, but the weather right now 
is pretty perfect to her — other than the 
absence of snow.

“It’s a lot of fun. You can go out in the 
snow, and you can go do all the winter 
sports, and go snowmobiling and skiing 
and all that stuff,” she said. 

With years of experience in living in 
a colder climate, Mereand suggests that 
people put on layers and gloves to stay 
warm, and also use lotion and chapstick 
to take care of their skin.

“There are some people who don’t 
have any warm clothes, and they tend 
to be cold, and then they wonder why 
they’re cold,” she said. 

Love it or hate it, the weather cannot 
be ignored. With the Alabama weather 
being moody, there is a need for students 
to be prepared for any amount of heat, 
rain, wind or cold thrown their way. 
Brace yourself, Troy; winter is coming.
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Carlos Luckie (left), a sophomore theater major from Andalusia, and Jay 
Lett, a junior theater major from Gadsden, displaying their winter ward-
robes.
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Wally Pendergrass
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The Troy women’s basketball team fell 
short in its two opening games against 
Auburn and Clemson over the weekend.

The Trojans battled against the Auburn 
Tigers in Auburn on Friday, Nov. 14. The 
game was decided during the closing 
minutes of the first half.

Troy was only losing by two points, 
31-29, with around three minutes to go 
in the first half. The Tigers buckled down 
and forced the Trojans to commit five 
turnovers and miss five shots.

The Tigers went on a 12-0 run to end 
the half with a 43-29 lead.

The Trojans played good defense in 
the second half, forcing the Tigers into 
15 turnovers. However, the Trojans shot 
poorly in the second half, making eight 
out of 36 baskets, for 22 percent. 

Troy held on in the second half and was 
only outscored by three points, 28-25, 
but when added to the first half total, 
resulted in a 71-54 win for the Tigers.

“They did a fantastic job of taking us 
out of our running game,” head coach 
Chanda Rigby said. “We worked against 
what we thought would be their zone 
press, but we have nothing, not even our 
men’s practice team, that can mimic the 
length they have. That caused us a lot of 
problems and stymied us.”

Senior forward Ronita Garrett ended 
the night with a double-double of 14 
points and 13 rebounds. 

The Trojans continued their road trip 
on Sunday, Nov. 16, against Clemson in 
Clemson, South Carolina.

Troy had a five-point lead, 32-27, with 
slightly over three minutes to play in the 
first half. 

Once again, the Trojans had a letdown 

before halftime, committing three 
turnovers and missing five shots.

Clemson went on a 11-0 run to take a 
38-32 lead into halftime.

The Trojans had a rough stretch right 
after halftime and the Tigers built up to a 
13-point lead. The Trojans couldn’t catch 
up, as Clemson made 24 total free throws 
out of 27 and kept Troy at arm’s length 
for the second half.

The Tigers would go on to win the 
game 82-73, even though Troy had a 

higher shooting percentage and out-re-
bounded the Tigers 43-40. 

“The let down was the last four 
minutes of the second half,” Rigby said. 
“We lost intensity there. We did a lot of 
things better than them and we just need 
to build off of that between now and 
Friday.”

Garett had her second straight double-
double with 16 points and 10 rebounds. 
Sophomore forward Caitlyn Ramirez 
and senior guard Ashley Beverly-Kelley 

each had 10 points, while sophomore 
forward Kristen Emerson fell just short 
of a double-double with nine points and 
eight rebounds.

The Trojans will play their first home 
game of the season this Friday, Nov. 21, 
against Southeastern Louisiana at noon 
in Trojan Arena.

After that the Trojans will play 
Florida A&M in Tallahassee, Florida, on 
Monday, Nov. 24, at 6 p.m. 

Double Tigers, double trouble
Women’s basketball team loses to both Auburn and Clemson in season openers on the road
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Senior guard Aissata Maiga scored five points during the game against Clemson on Sunday, Nov. 16. Troy lost 
both of its road games over the weekend, but returns home to face Southeastern Louisiana on Friday, Nov. 21.

Worthy
continued from page 8

and sustain the lifestyle he desires for the future. 
“The happiness is from within; all that other stuff 

doesn’t matter,” Worthy said.
Chandler Worthy has proven that he is a talented 

football player so much so that the fans, coaches, and 
fellow players all take note when No. 16 steps on the 
field. Senior safety Tyler Parker has known Worthy for 
four years. 

“Chandler is arguably the fastest player we have,” 
Parker said. “He has breakaway speed and is impossible 
to cover.” 

Not only do Parker and the other teammates recognize 
Worthy’s excellence on the field; his character is revealed 
off the field as well. 

“I think he is a genuine person that knows what is 
right and wrong,” Parker said. “He is a caring friend and 
a hard worker. He is respecful to authority. Chandler is 
like a brother to us all.” 

Even though Worthy hopes 
to continue his football career 
in the NFL, his ultimate goal is 
to be a positive influence on his 
teammates. 

“At the end of the day it’s 
just a game and it’s going to 
fade away, but it’s about how 
you touch people and inspire 
people to do more,” Worthy 
said.

Worthy’s goals have come 
to fruition. Many younger 
teammates have already 
approached Worthy and 
expressed to him that he is their role model. Moreover, 
he is also a role model for fans.

Worthy’s biggest fans are his family, but Worthy 
values all of his fans and wishes that the rest of the 
student body would share the support for the Trojans. 
The most disheartening thing about playing on the field 
for the players is when they come out after halftime and 
see the students left or didn’t come to the game at all. 

“It probably means more than people realize,” Worthy 
said. “We value when we see students supporting us and 
cheering for us. Even if we are losing, (they) still need to 
be there to support us because we’re putting our all into 
it and they’re the ones that keep us motivated.” 

One of the most challenging aspects of college for 
any student is time management, but for members of 
the football team it is extremely difficult. Balancing 
workouts, practices, classes, other organizations and 
games can be a struggle, but Worthy handles the pressure 
by utilizing every minute during the day. 

Worthy’s business marketing degree has even helped 

his athletic career. His major has taught him to do things 
even when he doesn’t want to, whether that is practice, 
homework, or 5 a.m. weights. It has also trained him to 
excel in life. 

“You can’t be the person who chooses to sleep over 
studying or the person that chooses the easy way out, 
because that’s not what’s going to produce results for 
you.”

Those who have worked in group projects with Worthy 
or spotted him during weight training have described 
him as diligent and devoted. 

While Muhammad Ali and other professional athletes 
motivate Worthy to succeed, one man closer to home has 
had a significant influence on his life: head coach Larry 
Blakeney.

Worthy was injured last year and missed most of the 
season, but he remarked that Blakeney was always there 
to offer an encouraging word and to assure him he was 
still an asset to the team. 

“Even when I quit on myself, he 
was there for me,” Worthy said.

Blakeney’s retirement came as 
a shock to Worthy and the other 
players, but the beloved coach will 
forever be seen as a legacy in the 
Troy community and as a mentor 
to the Trojan football players. 

Worthy’s want and love for the 
game makes him a great player; his 
wisdom and practicality, qualities 
that many players and students his 
age do not possess, makes him an 
intuitive person.

“I know I’m not going to play 
forever, so the way I look at it, I’m 

just going to make the most out of every play, every op-
portunity that I have,” he said. 

Worthy wants success and he desires to positively 
influence every individual he comes in contact with. 

“Life is about competition, and like football, success 
will be found when you want it more than the man in 
front of you,” Worthy said. 

Worthy has been a success at Troy both on and off the 
field. In May, Worthy will leave behind a legacy. Unlike 
many collegiate athletes, however, Worthy’s legacy will 
be defined less by the yards he gained or touchdowns he 
scored. 

Chandler Worthy’s legacy will be defined by his 
character and influence. While football statistics fade, 
the men who played alongside Worthy and the Trojan 
family will forever remember him as an encouraging, 
meticulous, goal-oriented and compassionate individu-
al, who established relationships and impacted the lives 
of those around him.

Men’s
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Ole Miss, however, would emerge victorious, as it 
used both superior speed and athleticism to hold off 
the Trojans. Junior guard Stefan Moody was key for 
the Rebels, scoring 14 points and making six out of 11 
shots in the second half alone.

“On behalf of our team and coaching staff, we want 
to thank everyone that showed up tonight and provided 
that energy,” Cunningham said. “The only thing I wish 
we could’ve changed was the outcome. The first thing 
we told our team when we walked in the locker room is 
‘We’re going to be fine. You showed tonight with your 
effort and your toughness that we’re going to be fine.’ ”

The Trojans face another tough SEC opponent on 
Friday, Nov. 21, when they go on the road to play 
Georgia. Tipoff is set for 6 p.m.

“... it’s going to 
fade away, but it’s 

about how you 
touch people and 
inspire people to 

do more”
April Irvin photo

During senior wide receiver Chandler Worthy’s 
career, he has scored 11 recieving touch-
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The Trojan football team came, saw 
and conquered the Idaho Vandals, 34-17, 
in Moscow, Idaho, on Saturday, Nov. 15.  

Troy (3-8, 3-4 Sun Belt) outran Idaho 
(1-9, 1-6 Sun Belt) with 293 rushing 
yards, while the Vandals ran only 117 
yards.  On his own, sophomore running 
back Jordan Chunn contributed 193 of 
Troy’s rushing yards.

“Its great, man,” Chunn said. “That’s 
the first thing we gotta get going is the 
run game so we can hit those goal balls.” 

Troy scored first and maintained the 
lead the entire game. Redshirt freshman 
Brandon Silvers threw a 41-yard 
touchdown pass to junior wide receiver 
Bryan Holmes early in the first quarter. 

The Vandals put points on the board 
when sophomore kicker Austin Rehkow 
hit a 23-yard field goal with 2:26 left in 
the first quarter. 

During the second quarter both teams 
collected 14 points, but Troy managed to 
stay ahead thanks a 13-yard touchdown 
run by Chunn and a 51-yard touchdown 
pass from Silvers to Holmes.

Idaho retaliated with senior wide 
receiver Joshua McCain catching a 
64-yard pass from redshirt freshman 
quarterback Matt Linehan and senior 
running back Jerrel Brown scoring a 
one-yard touchdown.

Silvers was far more accurate than 
the Vandals’ Linehan, making 19 out 
of 25 attempted passes. Linehan was 

able to complete only 14 passes out 
of 36 attempts and had three passes 
intercepted. 

“Our kids played better across the 
board tonight probably than in any game, 
and I’ve really proud of them,” head 
coach Larry Blakeney said. 

In the third quarter, Linehan’s poor 
passing cost him when junior defensive 
back Montres Kitchens, who intercepted 
Linehan’s other two passes, snatched the 
ball out of the air and ran 28 yards to give 
Troy another touchdown. 

Kitchens’ interceptions tied him with a 
school record, and his run was the first 
defensive touchdown of the season for 
Troy. 

Moving into the fourth quarter, the 
Vandals were not able to recover. Troy 
added the final points to the score when 
sophomore kicker Ryan Kay made his 
second field goal of the night, from 20 
yards. 

Troy had possession of the ball for a 
total of 38 minutes, while Idaho only 
held the ball for 21 minutes. This also 
played a part in Troy pulling off a back-
to-back win. 

Troy closes out its final season with 
Blakeney as head coach on Saturday, 
Nov. 29, against Sun Belt rival UL-La-
fayette at 11:30 a.m. at home. 

“This is a big game,” Chunn said. 
“First off, you gotta go out with a bang, 
for this is his (Blakeney’s) last home 
game of the season and it’s his retirement 
game, so you gotta go out with a bang.”

Trojans vandalize the Vandals

Michael Shipma
 Staff Writer 

The Troy men’s basketball team split 
its first two games this season, with a 
win against Brewton-Parker, 85-71, and 
a 74-64 loss against Ole Miss. 

The Trojans (1-1, 0-0 Sun Belt) opened 
their season at home on Friday, Nov. 14, 
against a Brewton-Parker team that was 
able to hang with Troy through the first 
half and most of the second. The Barons 
(5-2) kept pace with the Trojans in a 
game that was tied seven times and had 
six lead changes. 

The Trojans struggled shooting the 
ball in the first half, shooting only 33.3 
percent in the opening 20 minutes. This 
allowed for the Barons to keep it close 
and even lead early in the game.

Troy managed a two-point lead going 
into halftime, and desperately needed an 
answer for it own poor shooting in the 
first half.

That answer came from senior guard 
Musa Abdul-Aleem, who had battled 
through an injury in the preseason, and 
scored a team-high of 16 points to help 
the Trojans pull away in the second 
half. The defense also played well in the 
second half, holding the Barons to just 

under 6 percent shooting for the night. 
“We struggled throughout the whole 

game,” second-year head coach Phil 
Cunningham said. “It was important to 
get this win, but we would’ve liked to 
have played better.”

Troy took the momentum from its sea-
son-opener and looked to build upon it as 
it hosted Ole Miss on Monday, Nov. 17. 

The Trojans played with energy and 
great effort throughout the game, thanks 
in part to a loud crowd of 3,278 fans that 
filled Trojan Arena.

A sea of white-clad fans cheered on the 
Trojans as part of the white-out that was 
planned for the contest.  However, Troy 
lost the close match to Ole Miss, 74-64.

The Rebels (1-1, 0-0 SEC) jumped out 
to a quick start against the Trojans, and 
maintained a single-digit lead throughout 
most of the first half. Ole Miss went into 
halftime leading 34-23 and shooting 41.9 
percent from the floor.

Troy didn’t allow the Rebels to extend 
their lead in the second half and fought 
back to make it a game after halftime.

Freshman guard Wesley Person 
exploded in the second half, scoring 20 
points and making five out of eight shots 
from in three-point range.

See Men’s, page 7

Faith Mote
Contributer 

“Stay hungry. Stay humble.”
This is the quote that senior wide 

receiver Chandler Worthy lives by, 
both on and off the football field. 

Worthy was inspired to play football 
by his older brother, Gregory Worthy 
Jr., who eventually went on to play for 
Furman University and now plays for 
a Canadian football league. Worthy 
wanted to play so badly growing up 
that he began at 5 years old, breaking 
many pee-wee league rules. 

Worthy continued playing both 
football and baseball in high school 
and has been starting for the Trojan 
football team since his freshman year. 

For all four years, Worthy has been 
an essential part of the Trojan offense. 
He averages over 30 receiving yards 
and 80 all-purpose yards a game.

Worthy is a deep ball and kick return 
threat against other teams. This year 
alone, he has received for 354 yards 
and earned 621 yards in kick returns. 

As with any sport, a player has both 
good and bad games. In Worthy’s 
opinion, his best game was in his first 
season against Middle Tennessee.

“As a freshman I caught my 
first touchdown and saw everyone 
screaming in the student section,” he 
said. “That was the best feeling since 
I’ve probably been at Troy.” 

His worst game was this year’s 
infamous loss against the Georgia 
Bulldogs.

Being from Georgia, Chandler was 
playing for more that day than just 
his Trojan family. He was playing for 
pride and bragging rights among his 
fellow high school graduates.

Being back in his hometown added 
extra pressure to Worthy’s game. The 
loss was tough, but he did not dwell 
on it; he persevered and chose to work 
harder to prepare for the next week.

For many collegiate athletes, 
success is defined by wins and losses, 
but not for Worthy. He defines success 
as being internally happy, win or lose.

Worthy’s ultimate achievement in 
life would be traveling the world and 
experiencing other cultures.

While football is a passion for 
Worthy, he is aware that football will 
eventually fade away. He sees the 
sport as a way to allow him to travel 

See Worthy, page 7

Chandler Worthy: A Trojan legacy

April Irvin photo
(Far left) Junior defensive back Montres Kitchens made three 
interceptions during the game against Idaho on Saturday, Nov. 15. 

Caleb Hicks photo
Senior wide receiver Chandler Worthy has a career total of 1,843 yards in kick 
returns. He has scored two kick-return touchdowns this season as well. 

Men’s team splits 
basketball openers
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