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Trojan   faithful,

 A week removed from one of the more memorable games in the history of our university the Trojans will 
once again take the field this Saturday, this time against the Tigers of Savannah State.
Last weekend we bested the UAB Blazers in an overtime thriller that those who were lucky enough to watch will 

not soon forget. Today the Tigers look for a frest start after a tough loss to fellow Sun Belt member Georgia State, 
however the Men of Troy are sure to have something to say about that.
From all of us at the Cardinal Rule enjoy another beautiful Saturday in Troy on our wonderful campus and go 

Trojans!

-Executive   Editor   Devin   Smith
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By Jill Odom

For some athletes after their playing career is over, 
they get the opportunity to serve as student/gradu-
ate coaches. Players such as Jaquon Robinson, Cody 
Woodiel and Jarred Fleming all have a passion for 
coaching and have decided to stay on to help the team 
they previously played for. 

“I’ve always wanted to coach; if I couldn’t play I 
wanted to be a part of it somehow,” said Woodiel, a 
senior physical education major from Hernando, Miss.

Their job is to do anything and everything the coach-
es ask, varying from breaking down film to setting up 
drills, simply helping out anyway they can. 

“As for student coaches it’s really just trying to be 
a bridge between the full-time staff and the players 
and help out as best as you can,” Woodiel explained. 
“Our sole purpose is just to help out practice-wise and 
getting things set up.”

They all agreed that being on the other side of the 
sidelines is a completely different experience. It is the 
same game but the thought process is altered.

“It’s almost more stressful because you are in less 
control, you can see more of what’s going on but you 
have less control,” said Robinson, a graduate sport and 
fitness management major from Atlanta, Ga. “You are 
trying to communicate to the players what they need to 
be doing; you have to be a better communicator.”

Being a student coach is a Sunday to Saturday job 
with the coaches working from eight in the morning to 

eight at night. “It’s nothing back breaking, just a lot of 
tedious things,” said Woodiel. 

Despite having to work a solid 40 hours a week, the 
student coaches feel that balancing between classes 
and coaching is not a challenge as long as they don’t 
procrastinate. 

“If you just sit to the last minute then it’s going to get 
pretty tough but if you take care of business then it’s 
not that bad,” said Fleming, a graduate sports admin-
istration major from Louisville, Miss. “You just got to 
make time for everything, balance your schedule.”

When asked what the best thing about his job is, 
Robinson answered: “The best thing is being able 
to see the effect that you have on players. Say a guy 
struggling with a certain route or a certain play and you 
go coach him up and he does it the right way and he 
becomes better. I think that’s one of the most rewarding 
parts for me.”

Woodiel remarked that he enjoys learning. “I learned 
how to be a football player by listening to them and 
now it’s learning how to be a coach by listening to 
them so I’m still getting coached up every day.”

They enjoy time on the road to catch up on home-
work and to simply relax and get away from their 
hectic lives on campus. In their free time, each stated 
that they just liked to hang out with friends and enjoy 
leisurely activities such as watching Netflix and playing 
video games. Robinson added that he likes to cook 
when he has time and wants to be a chef before it is all 
said and done.

From the field to the sidelines
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By Jill Odom

Dallas Tidwell has been playing quarterback since 
he was six years old. Even though he only had three 
passing plays last semester, he feels confident in his 
skills and that he has improved.

It is unknown when or if Tidwell will get to play 
this semester as starting quarterback Corey Robinson 
takes the field for his final season along with Deon 
Anthony, who alternated with Robinson.

“I hope we get up on some teams where I get to, 
hopefully, but I don’t necessarily know how it will 
go,” Tidwell said. “Corey and Deon will do the same 
system we had last year, and they did very well with 
it last year.”

Tidwell expressed his excitement at even being 
given a chance to play but also hopes nothing bad 
befalls Robinson or Anthony while playing. 

“I know my role on the team, I know what I’m 
supposed to do, and I know what I’m here for,” he 
said.

Tidwell was redshirted his freshman year, and 

sophomore year 
he attempted three passes 
during the Troy v. FIU game. 

Tidwell doesn’t look at Robinson’s stats as 
overshadowing but views it as a great opportunity to 
learn from a great football player.

“Corey is just a great leader on the field is what 
I’ve learned,” the junior backup quarterback said. “He 
makes plays, he knows where to throw the football 
and in the film room, he’s very smart and the same 
with Deon. They’re both very smart football players.  
Corey is, I think, one of the best quarterbacks in the 
country.”

The backup quarterback has been training hard 
since last semester to reach Robinson’s skill as he will 
most likely be taking over in the following season. 

“I feel pretty good, the coaches are always pushing 
me and they’re always on me about how hard I have 
to work to be where Corey is and take over as a 
leadership role,” Tidwell stated. “They’re always on 
me about it and I understand that it’s his last season 
and I have to step up.”

He 
has been focusing 
on improving his footwork and feels 
like he has mentally gotten in the game more. “In 
camp I really started to strive on doing better with my 
footwork in the pocket,” he said. 

When asked if he worries about Robinson or 
Anthony getting hurt and having to take over, Tidwell 
replied: “I guess there is a little worry because we 
hope that it doesn’t happen because Corey’s such 
a great player and so is Deon. But I don’t worry 
because last year I had to play three snaps and I didn’t 
do the greatest I could have, but same time I feel like 
I’ve grown from those three passing plays last year, 
so I wouldn’t say it’s necessarily worrying.  I just 
know in my head that if it goes down, if they have to 
play me, then I have to be ready.”

Dallas Tidwell
Photo Credit: Kevin Glackmeyer
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By Megan Phillips

After a 34-31 victory over UAB last Saturday, the first 
overtime win as a Division I FBS member, the Troy football 
team prepares for a Savannah State team that can’t be under-
estimated.  

The Trojans have gone 69-5 under head coach Larry Blak-
eney when scoring at least 35 points, a total that Savannah 
State has achieved only once in the last year.

Despite the mounting statistics in Troy’s favor, Blakeney is 
not taking the game loosely. 

“Everybody in the world at picking football will pick Troy 
to win this game,” Blakeney said. “And if you’re stupid, then 
you will listen to everybody in the world and think you can 
just waltz out there and win a game.”

Earnest Wilson, head coach at Savannah State, has only 
been there since June 7, and in that time he has had to put his 
team together in that time. 

“They will be much better as a team when they get here,” 
Blakeney said. “We need to be sure that we can deal with 
that.” 

Blakeney isn’t the only one who isn’t taking Savannah 
State for granted. Senior quarterback Deon Anthony is taking 
a down to business mindset into the game.

“We just have to go in there and focus,” Anthony said. 
“Treat them like they are a big school because you can’t 
overlook anybody.” 

Even with all this attention Savannah State is getting from 
Troy, some of the focus is already on the first road game of 
the season against Arkansas State on Sept. 12.

“The main thing we need to do is take care of ourselves, 
take care of Troy.  It would be a lie to say that we are not 
peeking ahead at Arkansas State, the conference opener be-
cause it is looming large.” 

The Trojans will take on the Savannah State Tigers Satur-
day, Sept. 7, at 6 p.m. at Veterans Memorial Stadium.

Location

Savannah, Ga.

Founded

1890

enroLLment

4,582

SchooL coLorS

Burnt orange & reflex Blue

head coach

earnest Wilson iii

Savannah State FActs

troy ready to face Savannah State
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1059
Senior wide receiver Simon Heyward racked up 1,059 yards of total 
offense in 2012. One of the keys for Troy is to shut down this Tiger.
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207

423

1

1
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Simon Heyward
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BY  Devin  Smith

The scene at Veteran’s Memorial Stadium for the 
opening play of the 2013 season was a rarity in foot-
ball. It isn’t very often you see a team play with two 
quarterbacks on one field.

It also isn’t very often that a team has a player as 
dynamic with the football as senior Deon Anthony.

“I told coach that I was going to make something 
happen the first play,” said Troy quarterback Deon An-
thony. “He looked at me before the start of the game 
and said ‘OK it’s time to show me what  you have 
been talking about all week in practice.’”

He did exactly that, catching a routine pass in the 
backfield and sprinting downfield for a 52-yard gallop. 

“Well first I didn’t even expect it to be that wide 
open,” Anthony said. “I think I should have scored, 
and everyone was getting on me about it, but it’s 52 
yards so it got us going on the right foot.”

At face value that may have seemed like nothing 
more than another offensive explosion for the Trojans, 
but for those who know Anthony off the field it was 
the culmination of so much more.

In just one year he has become an invaluable mem-
ber of the football program as well as Troy University, 
and coach Larry Blakeney attributes his success to 
more than pure physical ability. 

“He means a whole lot to this program,” Blakeney 
said. “I really like him as a person, he’s sort of quiet 
till he gets the ball under his arm then he makes things 
happen. A very low-key guy, sort of quiet but a very 
good person.”

Another big play for Anthony is always nice, but 

the bigger picture is simple; he wants to end his senior 
season on a high note.

“I just want to win and get to a bowl game,” Antho-
ny said. “It’s been two years so that’s the main goal. 
It’s really important. I want to leave on the right foot.”

It is here that Anthony differs from the majority of 
Division I athletes and his humility comes to light, 
and something that is evident to his teammate Corey 
Robinson.

“He’s a very humble guy,” Robinson said. “You 
don’t expect that from guys that are his caliber of 
talent. He works hard and is one of the best teammates 
I’ve had. He’s been nothing but a blessing to me.”

Blakeney is one of the few people who has been in 
a position to watch the two players grow together as 
teammates and couldn’t be more proud of how the two 
have evolved.

“They both are pretty understanding guys in that 
they need each other,” Blakeney said. “I think that re-
lationship is part of our team makeup because they are 
both dynamic football players for us at the positions 
they play.”

If any one-person is responsible for Anthony’s 
demeanor, it’s his mother Alberta.

She is also the reason that he is such a faith-based 
man both on and off the field because she is constantly 
talking to her son and helping to keep him motivated.

“It’s real big,” Anthony said. “My mom will call me 
every day and give me scripture to read. She’s always 
telling me about going out and giving my best effort.”

As a whole his family is his rock, giving him the 
necessary push to continue moving forward when 
things may seem bleak. 

What
Quarterback

Where
troy v. UaB

Deon Anthony

troy’s humble hero

Photo Credit:  Joshua thurston
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One of the bigger struggles has been being so far from his home of New Liberia, 
La., fortunately for Anthony his brother Demarcus has dealt with similar circum-
stances.

“My brother is in the Air Force now so he’s always been away from home,” An-
thony said. “He’s guided me since I’ve been on my own, but when I need someone 
to talk to I can go back to all of them and they all keep me confident about it.”

Apart from his family he tends to lean on old friends, in particular a few that 
he’s known since he began playing pee-wee football at age eight. 

“The friends that I’ve grown up with since elementary and middle school all 
stay in contact,” Anthony said. “Actually one was here last week for the UAB 
game. He plays for the Saints now and I can always talk to him about stuff.”

Being at Troy has also helped to lessen the blow.  Anthony has quickly fallen in 
love with his new home and the people in it. 

The size difference between Troy and his previous school, Hinds Community 
College, didn’t hurt the transition either.

“It’s much bigger and the atmosphere is a lot different,” Anthony said. “Com-
munity College is kind of still like high school. It motivates me to prepare better 
and put up for the fans.”

The fans are the biggest reason that he fell so quickly for Troy, and help ease his 
decision to come to Troy among several other schools.

“The fans man, they come out and support us every day win or lose,” Anthony 
said. “They’re great; I just want to make them all happy by winning on our home 
turf.”

Anthony puts in a lot of work so that when the bright lights are the brightest he 
can do whatever he deems necessary in order to please the home crowd.

All of those lights bring a lot of pressure and expectations, but that is something 
that Anthony doesn’t acknowledge on or off the field. 

“I just kind of tune it out,” Anthony said. 
“You’ve got to get better every year; I can’t live on last 
season. I know that teams are going to key on me differently. 
I crept up on some teams last year that didn’t know too much about 
me.”

That doesn’t mean he ignores the naysayers, just rather that he doesn’t let it 
affect him. In fact Anthony at times enjoys the pressure, especially in situations 
such as road games.

“I really like playing away games,” Anthony said. “I just like being told that I 
can’t do something then being able to go out and prove all the doubters wrong. It’s 
a constant grind, a lot to do in the offseason, but it’s really just pushing through 
and staying focused.”

Part of that focus for Anthony is not only for himself but for his teammates as 
well, doing his part to be a leader for his team. Given the fact that he isn’t particu-
larly verbal he instead chooses to lead with his actions.

“I lead by example,” Anthony said. “If my teammates see me doing the right 
thing hopefully they’ll pick up where I left off. I’m not the kind of guy that talks 
a lot but if I can lead by example then the other guys will step up and do the same 
thing.”

Now in the home stretch of his college career, Anthony is still maintaining his 
focus on the task at hand, going bowling.

In classic Anthony fashion, when asked about his team’s chances of making 
some noise this season he simply replied, “We can be real good.”

Only time will tell how good the Trojans can be, as for Anthony the talent is 
evident. 

You have to work hard to play hard, and Deon Anthony is walking evidence of 
that.

Photo Credit:  Joshua Thurston
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Q&A

CR:
DA:

CR:
DA:

CR:
DA:

CR:
DA:

CR:
DA:

The Rule helps you get to know one half of troy’s dynamic qb duo

CR:
DA:

CR:
DA:

CR:
DA:

CR:
DA:

CR:
DA:

Three words to describe yourself?

Hardworking, dedicated, and 
humble

One thing you can not live 
without?

Family

Pro player you closest resemble?

Robert Griffin III

Favorite sports team?

The Redskins

Favorite non-football sport?

Basketball

Favorite athlete?

Cam Newton

BCS or Playoff?

BCS

Favorite music?

R&B

Favorite food?

Red beans and rice

What is your favorite sports moment?

When I watch Bosie St. and Oklahoma go to overtime and Boise won the game on the 
Statue of Liberty play

Favorite movie?

Friday

One person to be stranded on an 
island with?

My mom

Position besides quarterback?

Safety, it seems pretty fun and I can 
probably read the quarterback

One place to travel?

Hawaii

CR:
DA:

CR:
DA:

CR:
DA:

CR:
DA:

Photo Credit: Kevin Glackmeyer
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By Caleb Odom

People love to hear stories about football players 
who have done it all, won it all and lived to tell the 
tale.

What about the freshman running back who is on 
the list of players expected to replace a name like 
Southward?

Needless to say no one would have been surprised 
if Troy’s running game spiraled southward into 
obscurity and played second fiddle to a pass heavy 
offense that features senior quarterback Corey Rob-
inson, who racked up completion numbers like Tom 
Brady against UAB last week (30 for 32 passing).

It would have been so easy for a kid like Jordan 
Chunn to be lost in the shuffle of trying to beat the 
Blazers, but instead Trojan head coach Larry Blak-
eney made a decision at halftime with his team down 
17-7 at home.

During the halftime break, Blakeney went to Jeff 
Beckles, his running backs coach, to tell him that he 
thought they needed to run with Brandon Burks and 
Jordan Chunn in the rest of the game.

Burks had scored Troy’s lone touchdown in the first 
half but the true freshman Chunn still hadn’t seen a 
down in college yet.

The result of the decision at halftime was that 
Chunn, the kid from Huntsville who Blakeney always 
talks fondly of, changed the game.

“At first, you know, I was kind of nervous, it was 
my first game in college,” Chunn said. “I kind of 
settled down and played.”

On 10 carries Chunn gained 65 yards and a touch-
down that gave the trailing Trojans’ fourth quarter 
life.

Before the freshman’s 11-yard touchdown carry, 
Troy was behind UAB 31-17 early in the final quarter 
so suddenly a 31-24 score gave the Trojans reason to 

believe in a comeback.
“It was crazy,” Chunn said. “On the sideline it 

seemed like everybody was calm for real.”
With the game on the line, the new Trojan burned 

the Blazer defense with a 19-yard run up the middle 
to set up Robinson and company with a golden oppor-
tunity to tie the game, which Troy did.

The Trojans went on to win the game in overtime 
34-31, a late rally that set quite the tone for Troy’s 
2013 season.

One guy that may have gone overlooked by many 
was Chunn, who may hold the key to Troy’s future 
for the next four seasons.

After the game, Blakeney was more than happy to 
remind the press that he had a good feeling about the 
freshman running back from the beginning.

“Chunn is a great young man that understands run-
ning North-and-South and understands how to break 
tackles,” Blakeney said.

Jordan Chunn
The Trojan Bus

Photo Credit:  Joshua Thurston
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Maybe that was why in spring camp the head coach 
was throwing out Chunn’s name as a guy he was im-
pressed with, a statement that carried into fall camp.

It was after Robinson had deflected questions about 
his milestones with quips and after kicker Will Scott 
humbly talked about making his game-winning field 
goal in overtime that a timid-looking young player 
stepped to the table with the lights shining and cam-
eras pointing at him that Jordan Chunn made his first 
postgame interview of his career.

The 18-year-old kid looked scared to death as he 
was asked questions about the game.

Eventually a member of the press jokingly asked 
Chunn what was more frightening, playing in his first 
game or the postgame press conference.

Chunn sent the audience into laughter when he said 
that a press conference frightened him more.

For Chunn it all started when he made a campus 
visit to Troy.

“I think it was one of my first visits down here,” 
Chunn said. “(Troy) had a game against Mississippi 
State and it kind of won me over how the crowd was 

into the game and how close the game was and the 
campus.”

The freshman running 
back remembers 

Blakeney 

telling him that they needed players like him to get 
back to a bowl game.

With that, the Huntsville native was sold on playing 
at Troy.

Chunn was impressed by what the older Trojan play-
ers told him when he got here.

“They get your confidence up and they let you know 
that they need you to step up and play a role,” Chunn 
said.

After the UAB game, Chunn said that older players 
like Eric Thomas and some of the guys on defense 
came up to him and told him they knew he could do it.

But for the freshman turned co-feature back with 
Burks, it has been his fellow running backs Khary 
Franklin, Burks and Michael Lindsey who have helped 
him make the transition from high school to college 
football like he has.

“It’s still the same but the guys are a lot faster and 
you have got maybe one cut to get down field,” Chunn 
said.

Chunn wears No. 36 at Troy, a number that was 
made famous in the NFL by former Pittsburgh Steeler 
Jerome Bettis who was nicknamed “The Bus.”

The six-foot 226 pound freshman running back said 
that someone on the sideline called him “The Bus,” 
during the game.

With one game under his belt, Jordan Chunn, No. 
36, “The Trojan Bus,” whatever you call him, is a sto-

ry you don’t see coming until he hits you on his 
way to the end zone, like a bus. 

Photo Credit:  Joshua Thurston
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By  Karli  Mauldin

Although Huntsville native Terrence Jones is the only returning 
starter on offensive lineman for the Troy Trojans, he does not let 
over-confidence get in the way of the game. 
Number 75 for the Trojans was redshirted his freshmen year and was 

then selected to 2011 Sun Belt All-Freshman Team. 
Jones’ career started at Clemson in 2011, playing in all 12 games and 
starting eight while splitting time with Jarred Fleming at right tackle. 

He saw 476 snaps and recorded 22 pancakes. 
In 2012 Jones started all 12 games at right tackle, playing 873 snaps on 
the year and finishing with 21 pancakes and 1.5 sacks allowed. 
Against the Tennessee Volunteers Jones played a season-high 102 snaps 

and graded out at a season-best 89 percent.
He recorded a season-high five pancakes at Florida Atlantic and was a 

keystone player in helping the Trojans finish the year eighth in the country 
in passing yards, 11th in total offense and 25th in sacks allowed. 

He was named to the 2013 Sun Belt Pre-Season First Team, giving every 
indication that Jones is ready to have a great junior campaign. 
As a leader Jones plans to give several pep talks to hype up the his fellow 

linemen before each game, but he also hopes to calm their nerves when they 
get too excited.  
“I want to try and help the new guys with their nerves,” Jones said.  “My first 
game was Clemson, so it was really a ‘welcome to college’.” 

Jones says there’s a speech that goes around the offensive linemen where they 
tell the Trojans not too get too high or too low, to treat it like just another day on 
the field. 

There are two players in particular that Jones developed a close relationship 
with last season who have departed from the team. 
Last year, James Brown from Magnolia, Miss., who currently plays offensive tack-
le for the Chicago Bears, was like a brother to Jones. 

“We’d joke around all the time, but when it came to the game, he was serious and 
could get my head where it needed to be,” Jones said. 
Another alumni Jones talked about is Tyler Clark, from Alabaster, who walked onto 
the team in 2007.  

“We talked about everything, he was sort of a father figure to me out on the field,” said 
Jones. 
Jones cannot wait for the first home game of the year and to show the Trojan fans how 
hard he’s been working for this season.

Terrance Jones
What
Offensive Lineman

Where
troy v. UaB

Photo Credit: Chip Dillard



The Cardinal Rule \\ 15

Week 2
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FAU @ East Carolina

Wake Frst @ BC

#2Oregon @ Virginia

Savannah St. @ Troy

#12Florida @ Miami

WKU @ Tennessee

#6S. Car @ #11Georgia

ULL @ Kansas St.

Ark St. @ Auburn

#12ND @ #17Michigan

Pigskin   Picks

Andrew 
Clay
(8-2)

Caleb 
Odom
(9-1)

Devin 
Smith
(9-1)

James 
Travis
(8-2)

Jill 
Odom
(5-5)

Lindsey 
Schoewe

(10-0)

Josh 
Thurston

(7-3)

Zach 
Winslett

(8-2)

10349
Corey Robinson

Robinson moved into second in Sun Belt history in total offensive yards



SCHOOL 

Arkansas State 
Western Kentucky 
Troy 
Texas State
South Alabama
Georgia State
Louisiana-Lafayette
Louisiana-Monroe 

RECORD

(1-0)
(1-0)
(1-0)
(1-0)
(0-1)
(0-1)
(0-1)
(0-1)

Associated press Top 25

1. Alabama (58)
2. Oregon

3. Ohio State
4. Clemson (1)

5. Stanford
6. South Carolina

7. Texas A&M
8. Louisville

9. LSU
10. Florida State

11. Georgia
12. Florida

13. Oklahoma State
14. Notre Dame

15. Texas
16. Oklahoma
17. Michigan

18. UCLA
19. Northwestern 
20. Washington
21. Wisconsin
22. Nebraska

23. Baylor
24. TCU
25. USC

2013  season  Sun Belt Standings
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