
Troy vs. Idaho
October 17, 2015

SUN  BELT  STANDINGS 

 1. Georgia Southern   (4-1, 2-0)
 2. Arkansas State    (3-3, 2-0)
 3. Appalachian State   (4-1, 1-0)
 4. Louisiana-Lafayette   (2-3, 1-0)
 5. South Alabama    (3-3, 1-1)
 6. Georgia State    (1-4, 1-1)
 7. Louisiana-Monroe   (1-4, 0-1)
 8. Texas State    (1-4, 0-1)
 9. Troy     (1-4, 0-1)
10. New Mexico State   (0-5, 0-1)
11. Idaho     (1-4, 0-2)
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Letter from the Editor
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 1. Ohio State (27)
 2. Baylor (13)
 3. TCU (3)
 4. Utah (16)
 5. Clemson (1)
 6. LSU
 7. Michigan State
 8. Florida
 9. Texas A&M (1)
10. Alabama
11. Florida State
12. Michigan
13. Ole Miss
14. Notre Dame
15. Stanford
16. Oklahoma State
17. Iowa
18. UCLA
19. Oklahoma
20. Northwestern
21. Boise State
22. Toledo
23. California
24. Houston
25. Duke

Ngoc Vo
Editor-in-chief
The Tropolitan Media Group

 Having been an international student at Troy University 
for more than three years, I have witnessed and come to realize 
that homecoming festivities, tailgates and football are part of the 
essence of the Troy experience. There is a sense of community 
among people in this university and in this town that manifests 
itself so clearly this time of the year through the hype, through 
the color cardinal and through the sound of our very own 
marching band — The Sound of The South. 
 As I am still learning all the rules of football, I am learning 
a part of the culture that made me choose this place for my 
higher education in the first place. Troy University’s diverse 
environment fosters learning and understanding. Being involved 
in Troy’s homecomings and sporting events is among the most 
valuable cultural learning experiences for me. It is something for 
which I am truly grateful.

Trojan   faithful,

 Believe it or not, the 2015-2016 football season is halfway over. As 
the Trojans move into conference play, it is good to take a minute and think 
about where Troy’s football program has been, where it is now, and where it 
is striving to be.

 Troy has had a difficult schedule this season, to say the least, but the 
optimism and competitive spirit moving forward have been and always will 
be ever-present among the players and coaches. Believe it or not, a big part of 
what Troy football is all about is you, the fans. Every week, your support for 
the Trojans has been nothing short of inspirational. Hearing the chants and 
seeing a sea of cheering fans clothed in cardinal and silver is what drives the 
program to be the best it can be.  

 Whether you’re a fan, student, alumnus or one of the countless 
individuals who work behind the scenes to make what happens on Larry 
Blakeney Field a reality, your support has been a shining example of what 
having the Trojan Spirit is all about. 

 
 So let’s cheer our team on to victory. Let’s rebuild the wall.

Sports/Managing Editor Michael Shipma
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LEADING by EXAMPLE
Scott McLendon

Staff Writer

Andrew Rowland Ruben, better known as Teddy, is a senior social science major and a 
major contributor in the Trojan wide receiver corps. Ruben is from Scottsdale, Arizona, and 
spent his early collegiate football years earning a place as a return specialist in the NJCAA 
All-American First Team. 

Ruben transferred to Troy from Scottsdale Community College in 2014.
“I’ve enjoyed my time here,” Ruben said. “The town is different and small compared to 

the big city I came from. The group of guys I surrounded myself with have made it easy to 
be a part of the team and adapt to the new surroundings.”

Not only has Ruben faced the challenge of transitioning to a new team and school, he 
also has been a part of the coaching transition.

“The change has been positive,” Ruben said. “We’re more of a football family now than 
we were last year.

“We eat breakfast together every morning and dinner every night. I think we spend more 
hours out of the day together than we do apart. This was something Coach (Neal) Brown 
implemented so we’d grow closer as a team and really become a family and play for one 
another.”

In his debut season for the Trojans, Ruben started all 12 games and caught 12 passes for 
212 yards and a touchdown. He returned 19 kickoffs for 321 yards and five punts for 49 
yards.

Ruben caught the lone touchdown of his junior year in a record-setting game against 
Louisiana-Lafayette. Ruben caught five passes for a total of 67 yards in that final game of 
the season. In all, Ruben finished his first year as a Trojan with an impressive 591 yards, 
placing him third on the team in yards gained. 

“We use close to the same play calls as last year,” Ruben said. “The difference is, I think 
there’s more urgency in our play and we play more up-tempo now.”

This season, Ruben has 22 receptions for 250 yards and a trio of touchdowns. He has 
fielded 13 kickoffs for a total of 248 yards, as well as six punts for a total of 104 yards and 
a touchdown.

Ruben will look to have an impact in Troy’s homecoming game against the Idaho Vandals. 
“Homecoming is something special for us,” Ruben said. “Playing at home is always 

important because we want to protect our turf. Homecoming is also important for the 
students and alumni, so we know winning at home is the most important thing.” 

Joshua Thurston photo

Joshua Thurston photo

Joshua Thurston photo

Troy University Athletics photo
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LOCATION

Moscow, Idaho

FOUNDED

1889

ENROLLMENT

11,534

SCHOOL COLORS

Silver and Gold

HEAD COACH

Paul Petrino (3rd Season)

Idaho Vandals Facts

Homecoming 
preview

Michael Shipma
Sports/Managing Editor

Following a tough loss at Mississippi State, the Troy football 
team will return home to face Idaho in its homecoming game 
on Saturday, Oct. 13.

The matchup between the Trojans (1-4, 0-1 Sun Belt) and 
the Vandals (1-4, 0-2 Sun Belt) will feature two teams that 
have struggled this season but show the potential to win every 
game left on their schedules.

For Troy, the biggest challenge to overcome against Idaho 
will be the dynamic passing game of the Vandals. Sophomore 
quarterback Matt Linehan sits at second in the Sun Belt, 
averaging 277.2 yards per game this year.

At this point in the season, the Trojans have not been the 
best at defending the pass, ranking eighth in the conference 
in pass defense. This is partially due to giving up 211 yards 
through the air and three touchdowns last week at Mississippi 
State. 

Players like senior safety Montres Kitchens must take away 
the big plays that have hurt Troy in past weeks. 

Ideally, head coach Neal Brown and the Trojans will want to 
force the Vandals to run the ball against their stout defensive 
line, led by senior nose guard Lonnie Gosha and junior 
defensive end Garrett Peek.

So far, Troy has had relative success slowing the run, 

Troy University Athletics photo

losing three starters, naturally I think we’ll be picked close to the 
bottom. I think we’re going to be a lot better than people think.”

The Trojans are looking to surprise people in this coming season. 
Cunningham said he feels good about their season in the conference 
this year. 

Troy is looking at a tough season with the non-conference games. 
Going up against UAB, Southern Mississippi and Ole Miss brings 
great competition that should be great matches during the season.

“Our non-conference schedule is a real challenging schedule, but as 
a player and a coach, it’s what excites you,” Cunningham said. “You 
want to play against good people like that.”

Returning to the court is senior forward John Walton, who after his 
injury was not at his best last year. Cunningham said he hopes to shock 
people this season. 

“I think when people see him this year, their opinion of what he was 
last year is going to change a lot this year because he’s got his athleti-
cism back,” Cunningham said.

Junior guard Kelton Ford is also looking to return as an asset to the 
team.

The Trojans hit the court at home against the Auburn University at 
Montgomery Warhawks on Thursday, Nov. 15, at 7:30 p.m.

April Irvin photo

April Irvin photo
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Men’s Basketball

Looking 
forward 
to a new 
season 

holding its opponents to just under 200 yards a game. This is quite a feat, 
considering that the Trojans have faced rushing powerhouses NC State, 
Wisconsin and Mississippi State.

Turnovers will also play a role in Saturday’s game. Troy has had eight 
turnovers in five games this season, a point where Idaho will look to take 
advantage.

Sophomore quarterback Brandon Silvers will be a “game-time decision,” 
according to Brown, who plans to start senior quarterback Dontreal Pruitt 
if Silvers isn’t ready to go on Saturday. If Silvers starts, he will need to 
show maturity and focus to overcome a two-game slump of four turnovers, 
including three interceptions at home against South Alabama in week four.

If Pruitt starts, he will have to carry over the momentum from his game 
against Mississippi State, where he racked up 146 yards of total offense and 
a rushing touchdown against an SEC defense. These stats came after taking 
over midway through the second quarter. 

Kickoff for Troy’s homecoming at Veterans Memorial Stadium is 
scheduled for 2:30 p.m.

Troy University Athletics photo

Sinclair Portis
Staff Writer

The season is changing and bringing basketball with it. Troy coaches and players, both 
new and returning, show great excitement and anticipation for the upcoming season.

Head coach Phil Cunningham said he feels optimistic about the season, but the mix of 
returning players and newcomers makes for an uncertain season. 

“We have three guys — Jeremy Hollimon (junior guard), Jaroslav Moravek (senior 
forward), and Damion Ottman (freshman forward) — all those, it’s their first year playing, 
but they were at Troy last year,” Cunningham said. “So, they’ve been through practices 
and they understand the terminology and how we want to do things. It’s a unique combi-
nation of new guys mixed with guys who didn’t play last year due to injuries and the five 
returning guys.”

Cunningham said he is surprisingly pleased with the offense. Offensively, the team has 
great shooters and point guards in freshman guard B.J. Miller and junior guard Daniel Peace.

“Those guys are really quick,” Cunningham said.  “They’re pass-first point guards, who 
can get into the lane and create shots for people. They’ve really helped those shooters 
with just their ability to create offense, so again I’m really pleased with where we are 
offensively.”

Along with these two players, Cunningham said Hollimon brings back a great asset to 
the team. After he had to sit out because of a knee injury last year, many people forgot 
about him, but he brings a lot to the team offensively.

“He can really score, he can shoot it, he can score off the dribble, and he’s a really smart 
player, so he’s been really good from a scoring standpoint early on,” Cunningham said.

Cunningham said the Trojans look like they’re going to be playing the underdogs in the 
Sun Belt this year.

“We’ll be picked close to the bottom, because with all the injuries we had last year we just 
never could sustain anything last year,” Cunningham said. “If you’re looking and we’re 

April Irvin photo
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Trojan Season Statistics

Idaho Vandals
2015-2016 Schedule 

Ohio                                                    L, 45-28
@ USC                                                   L, 59-9
Wofford                                           W, 41-38
Georgia Southern*                       L, 44-20
@ Arkansas State                          L, 49-35
@ Troy                                                2:30 p.m.
UL-Monroe*                          10.24.15 2 p.m.
@ New Mexico State*      10.31.15 5 p.m.
@ South Alabama*                11.7.15 TBA
Appalachian St.*               11.14.15 2 p.m.
@Auburn                                11.21.15 TBA
Texas State*                         11.28.15 2 p.m.

Player to Watch:
Dezmon Epps

University of Idaho Athletics photo

Michael Shipma

Sports/Managing Editor

The Idaho University Vandals may be sitting dead last in the current Sun 
Belt rankings, but they have an offensive weapon at their disposal that can 
give any defensive coordinator a headache: wide receiver Dezmon Epps.

The five-foot-10, 175-pound senior has made a name for himself as the 
Vandals’ go-to receiver when they need big plays this year. 

Idaho has remained competitive in almost all of its games this season, and 
a lot of that has to do with Epps’ productivity on the field.

“They’ve got some wide receivers that can really run,” said Brown about 
Idaho’s offensive attack. “Obviously Epps is one of the top-ranked receivers 
in the nation. I remember watching him as a junior college player, and he’s a 
guy that showed that he had the potential to be a big-time player.”

There’s no question that Epps has proved himself this year. The differ-
ence he makes is evident both on paper and on the field. He currently ranks 
19th in the FBS in receiving yards this season, tallying up 528 yards in four 
games. 

In the Sun Belt, his numbers are even more impressive. Right now, Epps 
owns the top spot in the conference for both receptions and receiving yards. 

What does this mean for the Trojans? The Vandals will likely try to get the 
ball in Epps’ hands as much as possible on Saturday afternoon. 

With a receiver who averages 132 yards a game, it will be interesting to 
see how defensive coordinator Vic Koenning and the Troy secondary will 
defend Idaho’s star wide receiver.
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Troy Trojans
2015-2016 ScHEDUle 

@ NC State                                        L, 49-21
Charleston Southern        W, 44-16
@ Wisconsin                                        L, 28-3
South Alabama*                    L, 24-18
@ Mississippi State                            L, 45-17
Idaho* (homecoming)   2:30 p.m.
@ New Mexico State*             10.24.15 7 p.m.
@ Appalachian State*                10.31.15 TBA
Louisiana-Monroe*               11.7.15 2:30 p.m.
Georgia Southern*              11.14.15 2:30 p.m.
Georgia State*                            11.27.15 TBA
Louisiana-Lafayette*                    12.5.15 TBA

April Irvin photo

April Irvin photo
Samantha Bankester graphic

(Avg. yards/game)   Passing Receiving Total
@ Texas Tech 2010 - 318.9 141.3 460.2
 2011 - 345.4 258.8 485.6

@ Kentucky 2012 - 176.2 138.8 315.0
 2013 - 193.4 147.9 341.3
 2014 - 231.2 153.2 384.4

@ Troy (before Brown) 2014 - 198.4 164.3 362.7

@ Troy w/ Brown 2015 - 179.0 111.6 290.6

Avg. Increase
25.4% 
(yds/game)

26.3%

TOTAL 
31.6%

Neal Brown
   By the numbers



The Cardinal Rule \\ 9The Cardinal Rule \\ 8

Head Coach (1st Season)

Neal Brown

A New Coach 
For A new era

Troy University Athletics photo
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Michael Shipma
Sports/Managing Editor

There’s a new sheriff in town. 
This year has seen a lot of changes for Troy University’s football team, 

and at the center of it all is first-year head coach Neal Brown. 
Brown, a native of Danville, Kentucky, has returned to coach at Troy. 

He spent five years as an offensive coordinator at both Texas Tech, from 
2010-2012, and Kentucky, from 2013-2014.

Back in 2006, Brown started his career here in Troy, coaching for four 
years. In the last two years of his tenure, he occupied the offensive coor-
dinator position for the Trojans.

So not only is Troy’s matchup against conference opponent Idaho a 
homecoming for the football team after a tough non-conference schedule, 
it is also part of a homecoming season for Brown.

“I think our students did a great job in the first two home games 
cheering us on,” Brown said on the home crowd’s response. “We’ve had 
the biggest student turnouts that I can remember, and they’ve showed out 
at the pep rallies. 

“A lot of what we do has to do with them. We put a lot of importance 
on them, as well as the cheerleaders and bands, who I know have been 
working hard at what they do.”

Brown said a big reason that the fans believe in the program is because 
the players believe in the program, and the players believe in the program 
because their head coach believes in them. 

“It’s still early in the season,” Brown said about this season’s progress. 
“We’ve had a couple disappointing losses so far, but overall I’m really 
pleased with the players this year. 

“They’ve bought into the system we’ve got going, and I’ve been really 
pleased with their effort level. I’ve been also been very pleased with how 
they’ve conducted themselves on campus.”

“It all comes down to winning games,” Brown said. “We’re relieved to 

finally get to conference play, but we’ve got to remain disciplined and pay attention to details. 
Those two things will be the determining factor for how the rest of our season goes.”

Whether or not his team is able to do those two things on a consistent basis is yet to be seen, 
but Brown’s squad has definitely shown its competitive spirit and the refusal to lie down in 
projected blowouts. 

Whether it be at North Carolina State in week one, when the Trojans were able to stay 
within striking distance against a talented ACC team, or against Wisconsin when they held 
a high-powered Badger offense to 28 points, Brown’s players have learned what it means to 
fearlessly compete in hostile venues against some of the best teams in the nation. 

When you see the cardinal-clad players take the field today, you’ll see what Coach Brown 
has accomplished so far this season. 

He’s taken a group of players, reeling from a disappointing season last year, and set them up 
for success. Today will be a testament to the preparation that has gone into this season, as Troy 
goes up against Idaho in a sure-to-be-exciting conference matchup. 

At the center of that preparation is Brown.
Whether it’s on the practice field or on the sidelines of Larry Blakeney Field, Brown can be 

seen leading his coaching staff and players with a contagious energy and passion for the game.
Brown has bought into the slogan “Rebuild the Wall,” and because of that, his players have 

done the same. This season has been a lot of long days and nights of hard work in the making, 
but today against a talented Vandals squad, we’ll finally be able to see the results.

“Homecoming is always important,” Brown said. “It’s our first opportunity to play in front 
of alumni and old players, so we want to put our best foot forward. We expect a good crowd 
and a good atmosphere.

“Idaho’s a good team, but I think we’re better. Our message to the fans is that we need 
them, we need that 12th man. Having a crowd that is loud on Saturday has the potential to be 
a deciding factor.”


