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Troy band at inauguration

Caleb Hicks photo
Troy University’s marching band, the Sound of the South, performed in the inaugural parade in Montgomery 
on Monday, Martin Luther King Jr. Day. The Sound of the South was one of many college and high school 
bands that marched in the “Thank You Alabama” parade that followed Robert Bentley’s second inauguration 
as governor. Other bands that performed were the University of Alabama’s marching band, Alabama State 
University’s marching band and Auburn University’s marching band. The parade started at 11 a.m. at the Court 
Square Fountain and ended at the Cramton Bowl Multiplex. Felicia Payne, a senior broadcast journalism major 
from Lawrenceville, Georgia, said that this performance with the Sound of the South was special for her. “The 
parade was  bittersweet because it was my very last time marching in college, but it was a lot of fun,” Payne 
said. “It was really great to be able to go up to the capital and represent Troy and the Sound of the South at 
the parade, especially with all of the other university bands that were there.”

New law 
program 
introduced 

MLK week of service kicks off
Lilly Casolaro

Staff Writer

Troy University will soon be celebrat-
ing the life and vision of a man who once 
said: “Life’s most persistent and urgent 
question is, ‘What are you doing for 
others?’ ” 

The Office of Service Learning and 
Civic Engagement is hosting a Martin 
Luther King Jr. week of service beginning 
Wednesday, Jan. 21, through Saturday, 
Jan. 24. 

Jonathan Cellon, director of the office 
of service learning and civic engagement, 
said the service week allows students to 
get involved in the Troy community and 
recognize the work of Martin Luther 
King Jr. 

“We want to give tribute and honor 
to Dr. King by giving back to our local 
community,” Cellon said. 

“There are a lot of needs that need to 
be addressed, and this is a way for us to 
meet those needs.” 

The week of events began Wednesday 
night with a memorial service to Martin 
Luther King Jr. at Sorrell Chapel at 6 
p.m.  

A volunteer fair will be held from 
1-3 p.m. Thursday in the Trojan Center 
Ballrooms. 

The fair will allow students to connect 
with 15 to 17 volunteer organizations 
in the Troy community. Students do not 

need to pre-register for the fair. 
Eight volunteers are needed to assist in 

meal preparation for Campus Kitchens 
from 2:30-4:30 p.m. on Thursday. 

Campus Kitchens is an organization 
that distributes unused food from Troy’s 
dining hall to families in need in the local 
community. 

To participate in the meal preparation, 
pre-registration is required. The kitchen 
can fit only a certain number of people 
and will meet outside of Moe’s in the top 
of the dining hall, according to Cellon. 

Head Start, a government-run 
preschool in Troy, is requesting 15 to 
18 volunteers to read to children Friday 
from 9:30-11:30 a.m. 

Another volunteer option for students 
is playing games with senior citizens 
at Noble Manor nursing home from 
1:30-2:30 p.m. on Friday. Ten students 
are needed for this event. 

Elizabeth Braizer, a senior mathemat-
ics major from Panama City, Florida, 
and president of Troy University’s Circle 
K International, said that these local 
volunteer opportunities give students 
insight into the past and future of the 
Troy community.

“Noble Manor gives students the op-
portunity to spend time with the residents 
who have so much wisdom,” Braizer 
said. “Head Start provides a chance to 

Priyanka Sharma
Staff Writer

The College of Arts and Sciences is 
introducing a new 3+3 program, which 
is beneficial for pre-law students at Troy 
University.

The new program contains an accel-
erated law curriculum for students who 
aim to go to law school. It allows them to 
complete general studies and advanced 
studies requirements for an undergradu-
ate degree. Then, the student would 
attend a law school for a year, which 
counts as the last year of the undergradu-
ate degree. 

Troy University is partnering with 
Cumberland School of Law at Samford 
University and Thomas Goode Jones 
School of Law at Faulkner University in 
Montgomery.

Annette M. Allen, chair of the De-
partment of Social Sciences, said that 
this program helps students reach their 
degrees sooner. 

“This is for students who know they 
want to go to law school and are in a 
hurry,” Allen said. “So this allows them 
to start the law school a year early and be 
finished a year early. The benefit to the 
students is that they can start their life 
faster. They can become aware faster.”

In a news release, James Rinehart, dean 
of the College of Arts and Sciences, said, 

See Law, page 2

See MLK, page 2

Memorial launches a week of volunteering and remembrance of Martin Luther King Jr. 

April Irvin photo
Courtney Chandler, a senior broadcast journalism major from Helena, 
lights the last candle in the Martin Luther King Jr. Remembrance 
Ceremony, held by Freshman Forum in Sorrell Chapel on Wednesday 
night. Participants in the memorial service recited a King quote before 
lighting a candle in memory. Chandler’s quote was from King’s famous “I 
Believe” speech. “I believe his speech is relevant because of the vio-
lence we see in the world today,” Chandler said. “His ‘I have a dream’ 
calls us to come together as one and love each other. The ceremony 
showed that we can all come together to celebrate the life and legacy of 
a great man.” The ceremony opened the MLK Week of Service. 

Women’s basketball 
continues winning streak 
to six games.
Sports, pg. 8

Trop checks in on new 
residence hall.
Variety, pg. 6
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Cheer squad competes

Caitlin Collins photo
This past weekend the Trojan cheer squad competed in the UCA College 
Cheerleading National Championships at Walt Disney World in Orlando, 
Florida, for the second consecutive year. It was also only the squad’s 
second appearance in the UCA Nationals in team history; last year was 
its first visit. “We set out on a mission to get it done, and we exceeded 
our expectations last year,” head cheer coach Tiffany Chandler said. 
The squad advanced to the small coed division finals but placed ninth 
in the competition. The squad placed fifth last year behind in-state rival 
UAB. The squad’s new trophy has already been placed next to last year’s 
trophy in Sartain Hall.  

“This is an exciting way 
for students wishing to 
pursue law to accomplish 
their goals more quickly 
than the traditional route.” 

Students must meet the 
GPA and LSAT require-
ments for each school 
before applying. 

“However, law schools 

are fairly competitive,” 
Allen said. “If they are 
successful in having the 
proper GPA and decide 
to stay, then and they will 
start paying for the law 
school right after three 
years of college. That 
means one year of college 
fees is also saved.”

Once in law school, 
students will have to 
take 30 hours, 15 each 
semester. If a student 
maintains his GPA, the 

classes completed in the 
first year will be trans-
ferred to Troy. Students 
would then have finished 
their bachelor’s degrees 
and have completed one 
year toward their law 
school degrees. 

“I think it’s a great 
program for students who 
know what they want to 
do,” Allen said. “This 
program will give them a 
head start that would boost 
towards their career.”

Law
continued from page 1

Josh Richards
Staff Writer

The Student Government Association 
discussed upcoming senator elections, 
which will be held on Jan. 28 in Trojan 
Center Room 215. The elections will run 
from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Each position represents 
the colleges and dorms. 
Positions for colleges 
include the College of 
Education, the College of 
Communication and Fine 
Arts and the College of 
Health and Human Services. 

“We’ve got all sorts of 
seats open for residence 
halls,” Maxwell Herman, a 
junior hospitality manage-
ment major from Panama 
City Beach, Florida, said. “They include 
Cowart, Clements, Hamil, Pace, Gardner 
and Sorority Hill.” 

Applicants must have a 2.6 GPA. Ap-
plications are due by Jan. 23 at 4 p.m. 
and must be submitted at the SGA Office 
in Trojan Center Room 213. 

SGA also voted to amend the code of 
laws, moving executive elections to Feb. 
25 and runoff elections to March 4.  

Freshman Forum also announced 
plans to have a spring event called 
“Hoopcoming.” 

Hoopcoming will be held on Feb. 12 
during halftime of the Troy vs. South 
Alabama basketball game. Organizations 

will be able to nominate a male candidate 
for an eating contest. 

“We’ll have a bunch of different 
games,” said Olivia Melton, a sophomore 
mathematics and economics major 
from Gulf Shores and Freshman Forum 
director. “We’ll have a raffle and a promo 

video that we’ll shoot of all 
the candidates.”

There will also be a  
fundraising opportunity as-
sociated with the Hoopcom-
ing event. “Two days before 
the event, each nominee 
will have a bucket in TC,” 
Melton said. “The person 
who has the most money 
in their bucket will be able 
to take all the money from 
all the buckets and donate it 
to the local organization of 

their choice.” 
Cody Ash, director of IMPACT and 

special programs, announced the avail-
ability of IMPACT leader applications. 
The position is open to anyone who 
wants to apply. Each applicant must have 
a 2.2 GPA and is preferred to have leader-
ship skills and have been involved with 
the student body and community. 

A resume is required with the appli-
cation, and there will be two rounds of 
interviews. “Being an impact leader is 
seriously one of the best experiences you 
guys could have,” Ash said. 

Applications are available in Ash’s 
office in Adams Administration Room 
111.

Herman Maxwell

Winter break burglary
Destiny Hosmer

Staff Writer

University Police 
arrested a former Troy 
student after a burglary in 
the Newman Center on the 
last day of last semester. 

A Newman resident, 
who stayed in the dorm 
over winter break, notified 
university police that 
a dorm room had been 
entered and items were 
missing.

Malik Ferguson, a 19-
year-old Troy freshman, 
and his alleged accom-
plice, 20-year-old non-
student Brandon Sprinkle, 
were observed on surveil-
lance cameras entering 
five dorm rooms in the 
Newman Center and 
leaving with various elec-
tronic items, according to 
the police. 

Police identified 
Ferguson on camera, but 

were unable to reach him 
for several days following 
the burglary. 

Warrants were then 
secured against Ferguson, 
and his family informed 
police that he had moved 
to Nashville, University 
Police Chief John McCall 
said. Ferguson’s family 
brought him to Huntsville, 
where he was picked up 
by police and arrested. 

Ferguson admitted that 
Sprinkle was his accom-
plice and provided police 
the phone number of 
Sprinkle’s mother, McCall 
said. 

The mother brought 
Sprinkle from his 
hometown of Pensacola 
to Troy, where he was 
arrested. 

Ferguson and Sprinkle 
were arrested on five 
felony burglary warrants 
and five misdemean-
or theft-of-property 

warrants. Both admitted 
to the crime and are 
currently in Pike County 
Jail, according to McCall. 
None of the stolen items 
were recovered. 

McCall said that he 
wants to urge students to 
be aware of their valuable 
property and to keep it 
secure at all times. 

“Lock your doors,” 
McCall said. “We discuss 
this issue in the freshman 
safety meeting every fall.

“Take pictures of the 
serial numbers of all your 
electronics and other 
valuable items in your 
room, and keep those 
numbers in a secure 
location. 

“Most crimes that occur 
on campus are crimes of 
opportunity, which means 
you leave something in 
plain view in your car 
or you leave your doors 
unlocked.” 

shape the lives of 
future leaders. Both are 
great ways to serve the 
community.”

Circle K is a service 
organization that works 
weekly with both Head 
Start and Noble Manor.  

The Christian Love 
Center, located at 223 
Segars St., is a child day 
care and development 
facility. Ten to 12 vol-

unteers are needed to 
paint, organize, and clean 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on 
Friday.

Campus Kitchens seeks 
eight volunteers for food 
delivery and cleaning 
from 1 p.m.-2:30 p.m. on 
Friday. Students who were 
not a part of the packaging 
process are still encour-
aged to help with the 
delivery process.  

Saturday events from 
9 a.m. to noon include: 
Painting classrooms or 

buildings at the child 
advocacy center, which 
requires six volunteers; 
painting and cleaning at 
the Boys and Girls Club, 
which requires 15 vol-
unteers; helping with the 
food bank at the Salvation 
Army, which needs six 
volunteers; and cleaning 
animal kennels and or-
ganizing at the Big Bend 
Animal Rescue, which 
needs 10-12 volunteers. 

Sign-up for each event 
began Jan. 15 in Eldridge 
Hall Room 122. 

MLK
continued from page 
1

April Irvin photo
Members of different organizations on campus participated in the Martin 
Luther King Remembrance Ceremony in Sorrell Chapel. The ceremony 
was the first in a week of service projects aimed to help Troy students 
become more involved in the community and pay respect to King and 
his service to others. 

Former student, other charged in Newman break-ins

Hoopcoming announced
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Tori Roper
Staff Writer

Connor Murphy-White, 
a senior music industry 
and theater double major 
from Greenville, is 
spending the semester 
interning in New York 
City as she works on 
achieving her dreams.

Murphy-White is 
currently in Midtown 
Manhattan doing 
an internship with 
Distinguished Concerts 
International New York. 
The internship is a 
semester long,  starting 
Jan. 7 and ending April 
28. 

 “We have a 
beautiful view 
of the city 
from the 16th 
floor right on 
B r o a d w a y, ”  
Murphy-White 
said. “We are 
located two 
blocks from 
Carnegie Hall, with 
whom we produce many 
concerts.”

 The group also works 
to produce concerts at 
Lincoln Center, where the 
Metropolitan Opera and 
Juilliard are found.

When asked how 
she ended up there, she 
said, “I chose DCINY 
from many production 
companies in NYC 
because of the caliber of 
their concerts and based 
upon the recommendation 
of my adviser, Robert W. 
Smith.” 

She found herself well-
qualified to have her pick 
of internships.

Murphy-White has 
participated in numerous 
vocal master classes and 
coachings in the U.S. and 
Germany, including some 
with David Cangelosi 
(Metropolitan Opera 
tenor) and Patricia Risley 
(Metropolitan Opera 
mezzo-soprano).

“I received second place 
at VANN Vocal Institute’s 
Emerging Artists Finals,” 
Murphy-White said. “I 
have sung at Carnegie 
Hall and Lincoln Center 
in New York City.” 

Although her internship 
has just begun, Murphy-

White has 
a l r e a d y 
worked in 
several areas 
at DCINY. 

“I help 
with every 
depa r tmen t . 
Lately, my 
time has been 

focused on 
the production side,” 
Murphy-White said. “I 
have labeled, sorted and 
collocated directors’ bags. 
I’ve made directors’ cheat 
sheets and contact sheets,  
packed the merchandising 
bags for concert sales and 
a lot of sales-force work. 
They threw me right into 
the thick of things.” 

After completing her 
undergraduate studies, 
Murphy-White plans to 
go to graduate school 
to pursue her masters in 
vocal performance, but 
says, “I would also like to 
travel. So we shall see … 
maybe a backpacking trip 
across Europe?”

Jamie Bennett
Staff Writer

A small fraction of Troy students 
utilize the free transportation 
services offered on campus and 
around Troy.

According to Derrick Brewster, 
assistant dean of student services, 
“The shuttle service started in 2006 
once we received a federal earmark 
of funds to begin the shuttle service; 
Dean Herbert Reeves led this effort.”

With shuttles that take you 
anywhere from your home, to the 
movies, or to Walmart, the shuttle 
system strives to cater to the needs 
of every student. 

“The goal with our Transportation 
Service Department is to provide a 
safe avenue of transportations for 
all affiliates of Troy University,”  
Brewster said.

During the fall and spring 
semesters, an average of 400 
students use the shuttle service on 
a daily basis. Summer numbers 

are significantly lower due to the 
low number of students enrolled in 
summer classes.

Catching a ride to the movie 
theater that the school provides 
every other Wednesday for Dollar 
Movie Night is just one of the many 
uses that this free transportation 
system has. 

“I live on campus. As an Asian 
student, I don’t have a car,” said 
Thuy Nguyen, a junior financial 
economics major from Vietnam. “I 
need the shuttle to Walmart and get 
back to school.”

The shopping shuttle, which takes 
students to Walmart, runs every 
Monday and Thursday at 5 p.m. and 
Sunday at 4 p.m. 

During the week, there is the daily 
shuttle, which consists of three lines. 

According to the Trojan 
Transportation Services page on the 
Troy website, the Green line “serves 
northeast and east areas of the 
community”; the Red line “serves 
south areas of the community as 
well as the interior perimeter of the 

campus”; and the Blue line “serves 
north areas of the community as 
well as some inner-campus stops.”

The daily shuttle system runs 
every half-hour in order to remain 
convenient for the students. 

For those who have late classes, 
or activities and meetings, the 
night shuttle is provided Monday- 
Thursday from 5 p.m. to midnight.

The shuttle can be caught from the 
change station in front of the Trojan 
Center, or called at 334-697-0051.

Not only does the Shuttle Service 
provide transportation by shuttle, it 
has also recently collaborated with 
the Enterprise company to promote 
CarSharing. This is a program that 
allows students and faculty to rent 
cars by the hour, day or overnight 
for an all-inclusive fee.

The cars are on campus and 
available 24 hours a day, all week. 

For more information and 
student opinions on campus public 
transportation, students can visit 
tropnews.com.

Troy student 
works in NYC

Overlooked campus shuttle 
system benefits students

Brenna Patrick photo
Tristen Presley, a freshman business major from Ozark, waits for the shuttle at the stop. The daily 
shuttle picks up students every 30 minutes on campus.

Connor Murphy-White
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As Troy University’s official student newspaper, the  
Tropolitan strives to serve student interests.  The Opinion 
page is an outlet for Tropolitan editors to question uni-
versity policies that do not benefit Troy’s students, praise 
those that do and call attention to national and state is-
sues that relate to students. The opinions expressed here 
are not necessarily those of  Troy University or the Hall 
School of  Journalism and Communication.

Editorials stand as the official, corporate opinion of  the 

Tropolitan.  Our opinions are not influenced by campus 
organizations or societies, university administration or 
political parties. The first copy of  the Tropolitan is free 
to any student or employee of  Troy University. Each ad-
ditional copy costs $1.

Guest Columns
The Tropolitan encourages students, faculty and staff  at 

Troy University to express opinions in a guest column of  

500-700 words.  Dissenting opinions are welcomed, but 
all expressions are the sole opinion of  their author and do 
not reflect the beliefs of  the Tropolitan.

Letters to the Editor
The Tropolitan welcomes letters from students, faculty, 

staff  and non-Troy affiliated persons.  Dissenting opin-
ions and corrections are welcomed.

The Tropolitan does not exclusively print letters fa-

vorable to the newspaper.  Letters to the editor must be 
signed by the author, and a phone number must be in-
cluded.

All submissions must be word-processed and emailed 
to the Tropolitan by 5 p.m. on Monday.  All submissions 
may not be published.

Submissions bashing groups or individuals on the basis 
of  race, gender, age, ethnic group, orientation or religious 
belief  will not be printed. 
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Tyler Wooley
Contributer

Last year, I married my best friend. 
I know that line is used a lot and is a 
cliché, but it is true.

I know I always want her by my side 
when I go through anything in life, espe-
cially college.

College can be an intimidating place, 
and it can be tricky to navigate. There 
are some aspects about being married in 
college that simply do not make sense to 
some people. 

“I still have the same job, same class 
schedule and same insurance, so I 
wouldn’t say any of the stigmas (married 
students being too young, naive and 
unlikely to finish school) are true,” said 
Chad Downs, a senior marketing major 
from Santa Rosa Beach, Florida, who is 
also married. 

“You have to learn time management 
and discipline,” Downs said. 

I am often asked how we have enough 
time to go to class, work, spend time with 
each other and spend time with friends. It 
is a delicate balance that we had to figure 
out.

Learning how to manage time has been 
something that I have struggled with for a 
long time. Now my extremely organized 
wife helps me focus and manage my 
time. 

We also have to have teamwork to 
keep our home going. She cannot do ev-
erything, and neither can I.

That teamwork is a focus in our 
marriage and the only way we are 
surviving college.

“Doing life alone is a scary thought 
in my mind,” said Amy Austin, a senior 
broadcast journalism major from Selma. 
“I’m thankful for a constant person to 
pick me up and encourage me, and I 
know they have my back.”

“Personally, I’m not married, but I’m 

engaged to be married,” Austin said. 
Austin and her fiancé are under the 

stress of planning a wedding and are 
already finding out how teamwork plays 
such a large part in marriage.

Before my wife and I started dating, 
it never occurred to me that I would get 
married halfway through college. 

Looking back on that decision, 
however, I see all of the good that has 
come of it.

Marrying my wife has been one of the 
best things that has ever happened to me. 
The impact she has had on my life is 

simply astounding. I would not even be 
at Troy University without my wife.

When people ask me how married 
life is going, it is easy for me to just say 
“fine” and carry on the conversation. 

The truth is simple: I wouldn’t trade 
any of the wonderful, frustrating, tiring 
or hectic moments with my wife for 
anything in the world. Married life, for 
me, is amazing, college is amazing, and 
both at the same time is more fun than I 
could have ever imagined.

Tyler Wooley is a junior multimedia 
journalism major from Gulf Shores.

Hannah Hartline

Staff writer

Students are supposed to 
make the grade, rain or shine. 
However, weather does leave 
an impact on students, affecting 
our school work.

Cold weather begins to impact 
the Southern states mostly in the 
weeks following New Year’s 
Day. January and February tend 
to be the coldest months of the 
year, as I remember that nice 
polar vortex we had last spring.

However, while the colder 
months may bring some fun in 
the form of snow or ice, most 
of the time, it’s just a miserable 
cold. 

According to the Health 
Guidance website, healthguid-
ance.org, the weather condi-
tions can affect human emotions 
simply due to the colder temper-
ature, lack of sunlight or rain. 
A lot of it comes from a lower 
body temperature, which can 
demotivate people.

Sarah Graham, a senior 
broadcast journalism major 
from Hayden, seemed to align 
with this idea.

“For me, weather plays a 
factor but a small one,” Graham 
said. “I, like I’m sure a lot of 
people, tend to get tired and 
sleepy when it’s raining. I think 
that it is because it’s darker than 
we are used to on a sunny day. “

Students hurry across the quad 
to escape the cold wind, and 
it becomes harder and harder 
to muster up the willpower to 
brave the chill.

For me, I know that the early 
morning, when it’s the coldest 
out, is the hardest time of 
day for me. The simplicity of 
staying in bed and not having 
to bundle up and dress for class 
seems like the most ideal thing 
in the world. 

However, for the sake of 
making the grade, I know that I 
have to get out of bed. I know 
that staying in bed, where it’s 
warm, is not going to give me 

the grades that I need to be who 
I want to be in life. 

Kelsey Reynolds, a junior 
biology education major from 
Chatom, agreed that her classes 
were more important than any 
desire to stay warm in bed.

“It’s hardest for me to get up 
when it’s cold (because) my 
room stays about 10 degrees 
cooler than the rest of my 
apartment,” Reynolds said. “I 
have many days I want to say 
‘forget it,’ but I know I can’t. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays I have 

an 8:30 class, and I have already 
wanted to sleep in. 

“I tend to feel guilty if I do not 
get up. About 45 minutes before 
class, it’s unbearable and I just 
get up. I am also in my major 
area courses, so I really cannot 
afford to miss class anymore.”

Taylor Jones, a freshman 
nursing major from Wetumpka, 
also agreed that while getting 
out of bed is sometimes hard, 
her grades were worth it in the 
end.

“It’s hardest when I have 

to study late at night and/or 
something keeps me up late 
in the night,” Jones said. “I do 
have days when I want to just 
stay in bed, but I never do.

“I strive to get all A’s, and I 
find that going to class contrib-
utes to that.”

I think that a lot of Trojans 
feel the same way. We are at 
Troy for a reason, and while 
skipping class may be especial-
ly tempting with the dropping 
temperatures, ultimately it is the 
desire to succeed that drives us 
to class, rain or shine. 

Caitlin Collins photo
Tyler Wooley, a junior multimedia journalism major from Gulf Shores, and his wife, Cameron Wooley, a junior 
elementary education major from Gulf Shores, studying at Troy University library. Wooley acknowledged the 
challenges of being married while attending school, but he said he enjoyed the experience.

Seth Nicholson

“Teamwork is 
a focus in our 
marriage and

the only way we
are surviving 

college.”

Demotivated 
by weather

Marriage life, college life: not easy but fulfilling
Wooley tells the struggles and rewards of being a husband and a student
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‘The Odd Couple’ premieres 
Lacey Alexander

Staff Writer

The Troy Theatre and Dance 
Department’s upcoming pro-
duction focuses on a subject 
that is all too familiar to college 
students: a story about a man 
trying to adapt to living with 
someone completely different 
from him. 

For the past three months, 
students have been working 
on their New York dialects and 
comedic timing to best portray 
the high-energy ensemble 
of Neil Simon’s “The Odd 
Couple.”

Directed by Quinton 
Cockrell, this three-act play 
has been regarded as a classic 
among theater fanatics, and 
any theater student you ask is 
going to recognize the title. 
First appearing on Broadway 
in 1965, “The Odd Couple” 
has proven to still be a favorite 
among thespian enthusiasts five 
decades later. 

The show has been produced 
in multiple revivals and produc-
tions across the United States, 
and will even be a subject of in-
spiration for an upcoming tele-
vision show on CBS with the 
same title.

With a title that has a reputa-
tion such as this one, one might 
wonder whether the produc-
tion team was worried about 
meeting expectations. Baine 
Ellis, a junior theater major 

from Harris County, Georgia, 
said that it wasn’t an issue.

“Personally, I felt no pressure 
in that way,” said Ellis, who 
plays Felix, one of the two leads 
of the show. He does, however, 
plan to make Troy’s produc-
tion more genuine than its film 
and television adaptations. “I 
could only sit through the first 
10 minutes of the movie before 
I got bored with it.” 

Ellis is much more focused on 
his own performance and what 
he can accomplish with this par-
ticular show. 

“I have no idea what an 
audience at this university 

would expect from the show, 
so I am just going to focus my 
energy on entertaining them,” 
Ellis said.

He is also very complimenta-
ry of his director. “Quinton has 
prepared me.”

All of the cast seem to readily 
point the production’s success 
to its director. 

“Quinton is an outrageous-
ly talented actor,” said Nick 
Motz, a sophomore theater 
major from Tuscaloosa. Also 
speaking her high opinion of 
the show’s director is Brooke 
Johnston, a senior theater major 
from Wetumpka. She will be 

playing Cecily Pigeon, a British 
neighbor of the two roommates. 
“It’s been creatively enriching 
to work with Quinton… It’s in-
teresting to see how his mind 
works.”

Cockrell, who teaches the 
acting courses at Troy Univer-
sity, typically directs smaller 
shows in the blackbox theater, 
but will be producing “The Odd 
Couple” on the mainstage. 

“This is actually a larger cast 
than I’ve dealt with in a long 
time — it’s only eight people,” 
said Cockrell, who usually 
works with casts of four or 
under. This year is also different 

for Cockrell in terms of the 
material he has chosen. 

“This year in general has been 
about comedy for me. It’s been 
a real experience trying to study 
timing and comedic delivery,” 
Cockrell said.

Cockrell is also trying to 
adapt to the comedic directing 
style. “What’s funny for me 
and a generation that is older 
may not be funny to the people 
actually delivering the lines.”

However, Cockrell said that 
he is completely confident that 
his cast is ready for the show to 
open this week. 

“This has been one of the 
hardest-working casts that I’ve 
ever worked with,” he said.

After months of work, 
Cockrell said he is ready for 
what is to come. 

“I am entirely comfortable 
with what the actors have done 
and will do. They are ready. I 
feel really good.”

“The Odd Couple” is in the 
Trojan Center Theatre on Jan. 
21-24 and Jan. 28-30 starting 
at 7:30 p.m., with the house 
opening at 7 p.m. There will be 
a 2:30 p.m. performance on Jan. 
25. 

Tickets are for sale at the 
Troy Theatre and Dance Box 
Office located in the Trojan 
Center upstairs, $10 for regular 
admission and $5 for students.

Hannah Crews photo
Noah Williams, portraying Oscar (left), and Baine Ellis, portraying Felix (right), perform 
in the play “The Odd Couple.” The two characters are the complete opposites of each 
other, and the play explores their interactions. 

Frequency and Concert Chorale perform at AMEA

Kianna Collins
Arts and Entertainment Editor

Through blind CD auditions, two choir groups from 
Troy University were chosen to perform at the Alabama 
Music Educators Association.

AMEA is the state affiliate of the National Associa-
tion for Music Education. This organization houses all 
forms of music education—vocal, choral, band, orches-
tral elementary, etc. 

Diane Orlofsky is the choir director for both of these 
groups, and she said that it’s a high honor to have one 
group chosen to perform, but to have two is highly 
unusual. She also conducted the concert chorale at 
AMEA in 2008.

“It is, of course, lots of hard work for those singers 
that are in both groups, but they have truly done a re-

markable job to prepare.”
The Troy University Concert Chorale will be singing 

a program called “The Ancient and the Eternal: Invo-
cations and Remembrance.” Orlofsky said the pieces 
range from standard classical choral settings to contem-
porary choral settings. 

“We are telling a story, expressing the mysteries of 
the eternal through musical offerings of devotion and 
praise,” Orlofsky said.

Frequency will be performing pieces that it has been 
performing since 2009. 

“We sing vocal jazz standards and contemporary jazz 
charts from many of the top vocal jazz arrangers, some 
of which this group has had the privilege of working 
with in the past, such as Greg Jasperse, professor of 
vocal jazz at Western Michigan University, in a series 
of short-term residencies.”

This experience with Jasperse led to the release of 
frequency’s first CD in 2011, titled “Fields of Gold.”

Orlofsky said she is pleased to collaborate with other 
musicians for these two performances. 

James Brown will be a guest conductor, Hui-Ting Yan 
will be playing accompaniment piano, and Katerina 
Juraskova will be playing cello.

Student musicians are also involved with the perfor-
mance, and Jerry Johnson of the art department had a 
hand in designing the programs for the event. 

“Any performance of this magnitude requires a team 
effort, and as the conductor, I am thrilled to be able 
to work with these talented colleagues and students,” 
Orlofsky said.

The performance for frequency will be tomorrow, 
Jan. 23, at the Montgomery Performing Arts Center at 
3:30 p.m.; Concert Chorale will perform at 7 p.m.

Both choirs have opportunity to sing at the Alabama Music Educators Association

Hannah Crews  photo

Troy University’s frequency practices in preparation for the performance at the Montgomery Performing Arts Center tomorrow.
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Grishma Rimal
Variety Editor

Fashion is sometimes associated with 
several negative and superficial conno-
tations.  For members of the LaCouture 
troupe, fashion is about dismissing those 
shallow implications by promoting indi-
viduality and confidence.

LaCouture is a student-run fashion or-
ganization that puts up a fashion show 
each semester and participates in other 
fundraising and community service ac-
tivities throughout the year. 

“We usually just show off our own in-
dividuality through style and clothing,” 
said Jasmine Newell, a junior multime-
dia journalism major from Oxford and 
president of LaCouture. 

According to Newell, the group 
organizes a fashion show twice a year 
where students model different clothing 
based on a theme selected by the event 
coordinators. 

“Some people choose to buy the 
clothing and then style it themselves 
according to their individual style,” she 
said. “Some people choose to make their 
own clothes.” 

Newell added that the group also has 
stylists who assist in putting a certain 
look together for the models. Different 
scenes are selected that go toward the 
overall theme, and models stylize their 
outfits correspondingly.

For instance, in the past, the group 
chose Africa as a theme and modeled 
apparels with tribal prints. “But we put 
our own spin on them,” Newell said. “It 
was modernized. It was how we would 
dress.”

William Jackson, a sophomore 
political science major from Auburn 
and stylist for the troupe, said that he 
joined LaCouture because he liked to 
dress himself and dress others, so it was 
a perfect fit. 

“I think the most important thing about 
LaCouture is to allow people to stay true 
to who they are,” he said. “I think clothes 
are a very powerful expression of who a 
person is.”

Jackson said that although people may 
differ in their opinions, it is essential to 
stay true to their beliefs and find different 
avenues to express themselves. Clothing 
can thus provide that platform for ex-
pression and also commonality to bring 
people together. 

 “It is very important to learn to accept 
people and work through our differenc-

es,” he said. 
For Carliesha Terrell, a senior criminal 

justice major from Mobile and treasurer 
of the organization, the best part about 
being a part of LaCouture has been the 
bonding aspect of it. 

“Being an only child, this was a good 
way to open me up, break my shell,” she 
said. “People have different personali-
ties, so it humbled me a little bit. But I 
enjoy it, I love it to death.”

According to members, the group 
tends to receive more female participa-
tion than male participation each year, 
but there is not a specific criterion, espe-
cially regarding physique. 

“We have plus sizes, short, tall — 
everyone,” Jackson said. He said that 
he encourages people to join the troupe 
because they need not camouflage who 
they are, as the group prides on being 
different and adding diversity.  

“We don’t want the same pattern 
on a quilt,” he said. “The quilt is more 
eccentric when there are different per-
sonalities incorporated.” 

Newell said that she credits LaCouture 
for the better fashion sense that she has 
now acquired. She is also grateful for 
the bonding experience that she got in-
teracting with other members. “Lot of 

females, you know, they don’t get along 
in group settings,” she said. “But it’s a 
family; you have to get along. You make 
a lot of friends, and you meet a lot of new 
people.”

LaCouture is currently holding tryouts 
to recruit new models for its spring show. 
Each candidate is required to bring a 
transcript, a 5-by-7 picture, 3-inch heels 
for a woman, and a $5 audition fee. 

“You are basically walking, and we 
see your potential in your walk and your 
own style,” Terrell said about the tryouts. 
“Also, the clothes that you come in, we 
critique on that.”

 Newell said that the group hopes it 
increases its membership this semester 
and will be able to incorporate the 
different ideas that members generate 
for their organization in the best possible 
way. 

“I hope that people see it (LaCouture) 
as a fashion organization on campus that 
makes an impact,” she said.

LaCouture tryouts will be held on Jan. 
22, Thursday, from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. in 
the arboretum. 

Devin Smith
Staff Writer 

Grishma Rimal 
Variety Editor

Construction of the new residence hall seems to be 
going according to plan, with completion expected 
prior to fall semester.

According to John Dew, senior vice chancellor of 
student services and administration, a name has not yet 
been selected for the building by the board of trustees. 
It is internally being referred to as “New Hall” for the 
moment. 

While exact details of the progress are not currently 
available, Sara Jo Burks, director of housing and 
residence life, was able to give some information 
regarding the new amenities and pricing.

“We were told that everything is on schedule to open 
for the fall,” Burks said. “Generally the target date 
is July 1 so that you have a month before the dorms 
actually open.”

There will be 358 single rooms, 30 double rooms, and 
12 handicap-accessible rooms in the new building.

Dew said that number of single rooms is significantly 
higher in “New Hall” compared to other residence halls 
due to students being accustomed to having private 
rooms at their homes and their demand for the same 
in college. “We think we are responding to what the 
students said they would like to see,” he said.

Each room will come furnished with its own bathroom 
and closet, in-room air conditioning and windows that 
will be sealed shut.

There also will be an improved lounge area for 
students and, due to the size of the building, a storm 
shelter — something that was not a requirement during 
the building of the Newman Center.

“In the safe space on one of the wings, we are 
expecting to install some 3-D technology where we 
could schedule to show 3-D videos and also be able to 
have 3-D gaming,” Dew said. 

“I think there is going to be an increased effort to 
provide technologies to students in rooms to support 
the many different devices that they bring with them,” 
he said.

Found in each room will be a wall-mounted 42-inch 
television along with a bed, desk and chair, all amounting 
to a higher cost of living.

“The prices are $3,000 for the single and $2,600 for 

the double,” Burks said. “It would be the most expensive 
housing that we have, but prices are based on the cost 
to build the building, and with it being the newest thing, 
it’s going to be more expensive.”

Although the building will be costlier than other 
residence halls on campus, the administration is hopeful 
that students will opt to live in the new hall.

“We are optimistic that we will have all the rooms 
filled in August of 2015,” Dew said. “We would not be 
building this many if we thought that was going to be 
the problem.”

According to Dew, the projection of increasing 
student enrollment and transfer-ins makes the building 
a viable investment. 

“You have to build for the future. We expect it to be 
in high demand,” he said. 

The administration also estimates that there will 
be sufficient parking spaces for the residents when 
including the parking lot across the street. “It may 

mean that we have to make some changes eventually 
with commuter parking, but we think that there will be 
adequate parking at the moment,” Dew said.

“We are delighted to be able to bring this new building 
to the campus. It’s going to be a beautiful building, and 
we are proud to have it on the campus.”  

As the building nears completion, excitement is 
beginning to mount among some students, especially 
those who are familiar with its predecessor.

“I think that this is way overdue,” said Skylar Smith, 
a senior exercise science major from Ashford. “The old 
building needed an upgrade badly, and it sounds like 
the new one will be one I’d actually consider living in.”

Incoming freshmen and new housing applicants can 
start applying for residency in the new building, as re-
contracting for current residents has not begun.

The website with information regarding the building 
is currently being redone, but the housing department 
can still be contacted for any questions or assistance.

Promoting confidence through fashion

April Irvin photo
The new 400-room residence hall, currently under construction, will replace the all-male Alumni 
Hall as a coed building.

New residence hall to open in fall 2015
Building to include a 3-D theater and rooms with flat screen plasma TVs.

Trey Walker photo
From left to right: Carliesha Terrell, William Jackson and Jasmine Newell 
are executive members of LaCouture. 
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Ty Ammons
Staff Writer

The Troy University men’s tennis team 
started team match play this past week. 
The team kicked off its season against 
the No. 13 Florida Gators on Friday, Jan. 
16, in Gainesville, Florida.

Junior Gabriel Dias and sophomore 
Hassan Ndayishimye picked up wins in 
their singles matches for Troy. 

Dias won his match against sophomore 
Maxx Lipman 7-6 (7-1), 6-1. Ndayishi-
mye won his match against junior Gordon 
Watson 7-6 (7-5), 3-6, 1-0 (12-10). The 
other four singles players for the Trojans 
dropped their matches to Florida.

The Trojans lost all three of their 
doubles matches, starting off the season 
0-1. Troy lost the matchup 5-2. 

Troy faced off against Florida A&M on 
Saturday, Jan. 17, in Tallahassee, Florida, 
and picked up its first win in Tallahassee.

Troy won all of its singles matches 
except for line one singles, sophomore 
Andre Baldo, who lost 6-2, 6-1. 
Freshman Calum McKinlay won his 
match by default.

Troy won one out of its three doubles 
matches by default. 

The first line, which featured McKinlay 

and freshman Andy Lau, lost 6-2. 
The second line, played by junior 

Giovani Samaha and freshman Austin 
Racine, lost 7-5. 

The third line was won by default. 
Troy defeated Florida A&M 5-2.

The Trojans played No. 35 Florida 
State on Saturday as well.

Troy did not win any singles or doubles 
matches. There were only four matches 
that were close. 

Junior Daniel Bustamante lost his 
match to junior Michael Rinaldi 6-4, 4-1. 
The match was unfinished. Freshman 
Cyprian Owczarz lost to sophomore Jake 
Albo 7-6 (7-5), 2-2, and that match was 
unfinished as well. 

There were two doubles that were 
close. 

The second line, featuring Nday-
ishimye and Lau, lost 5-4 to senior 
Cristian Gonzalez Mendez and redshirt 
freshman Jose Gracia, as their match was 
unfinished. 

The third line was played by Dias 
and Bustamante, and they lost 6-4 to 
freshmen Terrance and Terrell Whitehu-
rst. Troy lost this matchup 4-0.

The men’s tennis team plays SMU and 
Abilene Christian in its next matchup on 
Saturday, Jan. 24, in Dallas.

Jill Odom
Sports Editor

In just the second track 
and field meet of the 
season, Troy collected its 
first win at the UNC Open 
in Chapel Hill, North 
Carolina, on Saturday, 
Jan. 17. 

Freshman Niata 
Alexander continues to 
impress by picking up her 
first win in her college 
career in the women’s 
400-meter dash with a 
time of 56.71. At her first 
meet, Alexander made it 
into the top five twice.

Junior Julia Ostendorf 
was able to leave the meet 
with a second place finish 
in the women’s 3000-
meter run. She was just 
three seconds short of 
the leader with a time of 
10:23.11.

Freshman Mikayla 
Hodges finished seventh 
and both she and Ostendorf 

set new personal records 
for the 3,000-meter run.

Several other Trojans 
toppled their previous 
personal bests, including 
freshman Sydney Wright, 
freshman Sierra King, and 
junior Cameia Alexander. 
Wright, King, and 
Alexander all broke their 
records in the 60-meter 
dash.

Wright finished in 7.77 
seconds for qualifying 
and in the final race she 
took home third place 
and a new best time of 
7.74. King and Alexander 
wrapped up the race in 
7.92 seconds and 8.13 
seconds, respectively.

In the women’s 4x400 
relay, Niata Alexander, 
freshman Dallas Worthy, 
and juniors Alexus Cobbs 
and Paige McMillian 
finished in fifth, with a 
time of 4:08.35. 

Cobbs and Cameia 
Alexander both set season 

bests, finishing fifth in 
their individual events. 
Alexander was in the 
200-meter dash, finishing 
in 26.04 seconds, and 
Cobbs completed 5.36-
meter long jump.

Other Trojans who 
competed in the field 
events were freshmen 
Corina Cox, Allison Taylor 
and Jaevyn Wortham, who 
all participated in the shot 
put, while Taylor and 
Wortham also contested 
in the weight throw. Cox 
took third place in the shot 
put, thanks to a 13.30-
meter throw.

Taylor placed seventh 
in the weight throw 
and eighth in shot put. 
Wortham was one place 
behind Taylor in both the 
weight throw and shot put. 

Troy will travel to Bir-
mingham for the UAB 
Vulcan Invitational on 
Friday, Jan. 23, and 
Saturday, Jan. 24. 

Tennis team splits its 
matches, picks up win

Setting the 
track standard

Jennifer Carlisle photo
Freshman Sierra King and junior Cameia Alexander broke their indvidual 
records for the 60-meter dash on Saturday, Jan. 17. Other personal re-
cords were broken in the women’s 3,000-meter run and the 200-meter 
dash.

Track team sets new personal records

Caleb Hicks photo
Freshman Cyprian Owczarz played his first singles tennis match of the 
spring and won against Florida A&M on Saturday, Jan. 17.

Editor’s note: The following 
sports briefings were aggregated 
from various sport news sources and 
compiled by Sports Editor Jill Odom.

Patriots are accused of 
cheating with deflated balls

 On Sunday, Jan. 18, the New 
England Patriots clinched their 
golden ticket to the Superbowl after 
dominating the Indianapolis Colts 
45-7. According to the NFL, 11 of 
the Patriots’ 12 football were deflated 
significantly lower than the NFL’s 
requirements. 

The footballs were 2 pounds per 
square inch below the regulation. The 
physics behind doing so allow the 
balls to have more “give” and makes 
them easier to catch in cold, slick 
weather. 

The lighter footballs also result 
in making short distance field goals 
easier, because the kicker is able to 
contact more ball surface with his toe. 

League sources confirmed that the 
footballs were inspected by a referee 

two hours and 15 minutes before 
kickoff. Under NFL regulations, 
footballs are not allowed to be altered 
after they have been approved.

ESPN NFL Insider Adam Schefter 
reports that sources said the Colts 
were concerned about underinflated 
balls during their regular-season game 
against the Patriots. The league was 
aware of the concerns going into the 
AFC Championship game.

It is yet to be determined what, if 
any, penalties may be levied against 
the Patriots. The NFL is currently 
investigating the allegation due to the 
fact the altered footballs could have 
provided an unfair advantage.

Boston announces its  
bid for Olympics 2024

The planning committee for 
Boston’s Olympic bid announced its 
proposals on Wednesday, Jan. 21. 
Other locations currently competing 
for the honor of hosting the 2024 
Summer Games are Rome, Paris, 
Germany, and South Africa. The 

decision will be made in 2017. The 
current budget for the games is $4.7 
billion. 

Money would be collected from 
broadcast revenue, sponsorships 
and ticket sales. Majority of the 
costs would be for preparing the city 
and building the athletes’ village, a 
media headquarters, and a temporary 
Olympic stadium.

The proposal promises not rely on 
tax dollars, but it does plan to utilize 
$5.2 billion in public transport and 
infrastructure in the Boston area. The 
federal government would also be 
expected to provide security.

The city of Boston will be the most 
compact location for the games, if 
chosen. The athletes’ village will 
be with 6.2 miles of 28 of the 33 
venues. One of the architects for 
the committee said that the goal is 
to leave a legacy, not only for the 
athletes, but for the city entirely.

Opposition towards this plan does 
exist, and are calling for a referendum 
to gauge public support. 

Forbes reports 11 NBA 
teams now worth $1 billion

During 2014, the value of an 
average NBA franchise has increased 
by 74 percent, according to Forbes 
magazine’s new numbers. 

The two most valuable teams are 
the Los Angeles Lakers, who are now 
worth $2.6 billion, and the New York 
Knicks, who are worth $2.5 billion.

The cause of this rise in value is 
due to multiple factors, including a 
$24 billion television contract, cheap 
credit, and a close to six-year bull 
market in equities.

Last year only three NBA teams 
were worth more than $1 billion. This 
jump in values is now the biggest 
since Forbes has started estimating 
team prices in 1998. 

Even teams that have historically 
struggled performance-wise have 
witnessed their value rise. 

The league’s television deals with 
ESPN and Turner average $930 
million a year.

This week in the world of sports
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Wally Pendergrass
Staff Writer

The women’s basketball team 
extended its winning streak to six this 
week, behind strong second-half efforts 
in all three of its matches. 

The Trojans had an amazing week that 
resulted in junior guard Ashley Beverly-
Kelley scoring her 1,000th point and 
has the team off to its best conference 
start since the ’96-97 season, when the 
team made its only NCAA Tournament 
appearance. 

The Trojans rallied in Monroe, 
Louisiana, overcoming a 33-21 halftime 
deficit to beat the ULM Warhawks 82-77. 

The Trojans came out strong and tied 
the game within the first three minutes 
of the second half. The game went back 
and forth from then on until Troy took 
the lead for the final time at 74-72 with 
1:20 left.

The Trojans sealed the game at the 
free-throw line, hitting six free throws to 
put the game out of reach.

“This was a true road game in every 
sense of the word,” head coach Chanda 
Rigby said. “We had to fight and 
overcome so much to pull out this win.”

Junior guard Lacey Buchanon led the 
team in scoring with 19 points, while 
senior forward Ronita Garrett also 
played well, with a double-double of 15 
points and 11 rebounds. 

The Trojans lead the Sun Belt Confer-
ence in steals, and that played a major 
role in the game as the Trojans were able 
to force the Warhawks into 24 turnovers.

The Trojans used their tough defense 
again when they forced Georgia Southern 
into 25 turnovers, on the way to an 84-74 
win in Trojan Arena on Saturday, Jan. 17.

Once again the Trojans needed a 
powerful second half and delivered, 
scoring 50 points in the second half. 

“We just kept fighting,” said Buchanon. 

“Even though they were hitting threes, 
we just kept fighting.”

The game was close down the stretch, 
but the Trojans again used late free 
throws to ice away the victory.

Garrett once again had a double-dou-
ble, with 16 points and 13 rebounds. She 
now has 10 double-doubles for the year, 
which leads the Sun Belt Conference.

“It’s a great win in Trojan Arena,” 
Rigby said. “It wasn’t a pretty win, but it 
was a great win.” 

In the Trojans’ third game of the week, 
Beverly-Kelley pounded the lane against 
the Appalachian State Mountaineers, 
scoring a career-high 34 points in the 
Trojans’ 91-87 victory on Monday, Jan. 
19.

Beverly-Kelley hit three layups in 
a row for the Trojans late in the game, 
which pushed the Trojans’ lead from 
78-77 to 84-77. 

“I just felt for us to win, I had to take 
over and not be so passive,” Beverly-
Kelley said. “I’m just excited we have a 
streak now, and I feel our chemistry is 
growing stronger and stronger.”

For the third game in a row, the Trojans 
grabbed the victory at the free-throw 
line, this time hitting seven free throws 
to close the game.

“We’re very excited to be where we 
are right now,” Rigby said. “They could 
not stop Ashley Beverly-Kelley off the 
dribble.”

The Trojans will face the UALR 
Trojans, who are in first place in the Sun 
Belt, on Thursday, Jan. 22, at 5:30 p.m. 
in Little Rock, Arkansas. 

The Trojans will then host Arkansas 
State, which is in second place in the Sun 
Belt, on Saturday, Jan. 24, at 2 p.m. in 
Trojan Arena.

Michael Shipma
Staff Writer

The Troy men’s basketball team lost two of its last 
three contests, losing at Louisiana-Monroe 63-54, 
defeating Georgia Southern 75-71 at home, and losing 
at home to Appalachian State 69-64. 

The Trojans’ (7-9, 2-5 Sun Belt) first contest was 
on the road Thursday, Jan. 15, against conference 
opponent Louisiana-Monroe, which was 4-1 in confer-
ence play at the time. Troy struggled to score early in 
the game, falling behind 10-3, but was able to remain 
close throughout the first half, holding the Warhawks 
(12-6, 6-1 Sun Belt) to just one three-pointer out of 10 
attempts. 

The Trojans fought hard in the second half, and gained 
their first lead of the game after a three-pointer from 
sophomore guard Kelton Ford made the score 49-48 in 
favor of Troy.

The lead wouldn’t last long, however, as ULM scored 
four of nine from beyond the arc in the second half. The 
Warhawks held Troy to only three free-throw attempts 
in the game, on its way to a 63-54 win.

The Trojans were able to bounce back from the loss, 
however, as they returned to Trojan Arena on Saturday, 
Jan. 17, for a conference matchup against Georgia 
Southern (11-4, 4-2 Sun Belt). 

Troy jumped out to a quick 19-7 lead in the first half 
and seemed as if it might run away with the game. 
However, the Eagles weren’t about to be put away so 
easily, and went on a 15-6 run, to take a 26-25 lead with 
7:30 left in the first half. 

Senior guard Musa Abdul-Aleem got the lead back 
for the Trojans with 10 points in the first half. The 
game went back and forth, and Troy went into halftime 
clinging to a one-point lead.

The Eagles came out of halftime firing on all cylinders, 
with redshirt senior guard Jelani Hewitt scoring 13 
points to keep the lead. Troy seemed to be unable to 
do anything to stop the scoring attack of GSU, until it 
switched from man-to-man coverage to a zone defense 
that GSU had trouble getting through. 

Ford and Abdul-Aleem combined for 49 points for 
the Trojans by the end of the night, as they were able 
to retake the lead, maintain it with free-throw shooting 
down the stretch and win 75-71.

The Trojans looked to keep the momentum from their 
win on Saturday as they faced Appalachian State on 
Monday, Jan. 20. But the Trojans started out slow, and 
fell behind 12-4 early. Junior guard Frank Eaves led the 
Mountaineers (6-10, 3-4 Sun Belt) with 29 points in the 
game, and was key in keeping Appalachian State in the 
game.

After back-and-forth play through most of the 
first half, Troy seemed unable to stop the three-point 

shooting of Appalachian State in the second half. 
The Mountaineers shot 42.3 percent from downtown, 
keeping the Trojans at bay as they fought to stay in it. 

Troy cut the deficit to one point with 2:40 left to play, 
but key three-point shots as well as free throws down 
the stretch sealed the win for Appalachian State. 

“That was really a tough loss,” said head coach Phil 
Cunningham. “It zaps some of the momentum we had 
coming after Saturday’s win in a winnable game against 
an opponent who was very similar to us.”

Troy will look to regain that momentum as it goes on 
the road to play UALR on Thursday, Jan. 22.

Second-half heroes

April Irvin photos
(Top) Junior guard Ashley Beverly-Kelley scored her 1,000th point in the 
match against Appalachian State on Monday, Jan. 19. (Bottom) Junior 
guard Simiah Blount contributed five points on Saturday, Jan. 17. 

Women’s basketball continues winning streak with late comebacks

Men’s team snaps Eagles’ streak 

(Top)April Irvin photo (Bottom left and bottom right) Trey Walker photos
(Top) Senior guard Musa Abdul-Aleem helped rally Troy in the second half against Georgia 
Southern on Saturday, Jan. 18. He scored a total of 23 points in the game. (Bottom left) Freshman 
guard Wesley Person led the team with 15 points in the game against Appalachian State on 
Monday, Jan. 19. (Bottom right) Redshirt freshman forward Ariri Aaron led the Trojans in rebounds 
with 11 against the Mountaineers. 


