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What’s Inside:
Student studies in Dubai and 
empasizes the importance 
diversifying college 
experience.
Features, pg. 3

Visarut Pawawongsak 
The Indian Students Association had dancers celebrate their Hindu celebration, 
Diwali, which is also known as the ‘festival of the lights.’ 

Festival of lights unites Indian 
students for Hindu celebration

The Indian Students As-
sociation celebrated Diwali, 
a five-day Hindu celebration 
that focuses on the victory of 
good over evil, Saturday.

Diwali, a festival of lights, 
serves to commemorate a 
victory achieved by the god 
Rama’s defeat over Ravana, 
who took his wife from him. 
When Rama brought his wife 
back to the kingdom, it is said 
that the people of the king-
dom lit up the entire city with. 

“While Diwali is popular-
ly known as the ‘festival of 
lights,’ the most significant 
spiritual meaning behind it 
is ‘the awareness of the in-
ner light,’” said Harish Naga, 
a graduate computer science 
major from Hyderabad, India, 
and president of the Indian 
Students Association. 

“The celebration of Di-
wali as the victory of good 
over evil refers to the light of 
higher knowledge dispelling 
all ignorance, the ignorance 
that masks one’s true nature, 
not as the body, but as the un-
changing, infinite, immanent 
and transcendent reality.”

Naga suggested that this 
type of experience results in 
compassion and awareness of 
one’s own higher knowledge.

According to Naga, for Hin-
dus, Diwali is one of the most 
important festivals of the year 
and families celebrate it by 
performing traditional activi-
ties together in homes.

During Diwali, clay lamps 
are lit and filled with oil. Ac-
cording to Naga, this signifies 
the triumph of good over evil. 

“Being the president of the 
Indian Student Association, I 
have led the organization, so 

organizing the event success-
fully was a big challenge for 
me,” Naga said. “It was dif-
ficult to gather all the Indian 

people in Troy to one place. 
Me and my organization’s 
members worked hard and 
made it a successful event.”

Grishma Rimal, a sopho-

more broadcast journalism 
major from Kathmandu, Ne-
pal, said that “Deewali is the 
biggest holiday in India, and 
it’s the second biggest fes-
tival in Nepal. This was my 
first time attending this event 
since this hadn’t been done in 
Troy in a while. I really en-
joyed the experience.”

Rimal said that since her 
family is currently celebrat-
ing the event back home, at-
tending this event gave her 
the chance to not feel left out. 

“The name festival of lights 
comes from the same tradition 
of lighting up your house and 
city in the brightest way pos-
sible in commemoration of 
the day,” Rimal said. “Those 
who are a part of this culture 
got a feel of home away from 
home. For those who got an 

insight to the culture for the 
first time, it was an interesting 
learning experience.”

Rimal and her group of 
friends from various coun-
tries joined other students 
and faculty in performing at 
the event. “The scrumptious 
traditional food was an added 
bonus,” Rimal said. 

During the event, all mem-
bers and advisors of the as-
sociation dressed up in tra-
ditional attire, known as 
shervani, which consists of 
detailed embroidery and pat-
terns.

Alina Sunderji, a freshman 
business major from Hyder-
abad, India, and treasurer of 
the Indian Students Associa-
tion, said that the association 

See Festival page 2
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“The 
organization has 
helped me a lot 
as it has helped 

me feel like home 
when I met the 
Indians here,” 
Sunderji said.

Student Secular 
Alliance to host 
Ask a Freethinker 
Day this month

For non-religious students living in the 
Bible Belt, finding someone who shares 
a similar ideology is somewhat difficult.

The Troy University Secular Student 
Alliance was founded to bring non-re-
ligious and atheist students together to 
empower them through discussion and 
community services.

“When I went to Enterprise State 
Community College, I met a few secular 
students and started a Secular Student 
Alliance there,” said Courtney Wehrs-
paun, a junior human resources major 
and the president of the Troy University 
Secular Student Alliance, “I knew that 
the Secular Student Alliance here wasn’t 
active and decided to start it up again.”

The mission of the Secular Student 
Alliance is to bring students together 
and serve communities that promote hu-
manism, scientific and critical inquiry, 
secularism and to bring awareness and 
respect to atheist students who hope to 
discourage irrational thought and dog-
ma.

The group also welcomes theistic and 
religious students to participate in dis-
cussion and group activities.

As affiliates to the national Secular 
Student Alliance, the TUSSA can re-
ceive project grants, literature and con-
tact with prominent secular speakers. 

The first event that will be hosted by 
the Troy University Secular Student Al-
liance will be the “Ask a Freethinker 
Day” in which students will be able to 
engage members in ideological discus-
sions to educate theistic students about 
secularism.

This will take place some time in No-
vember.

The group will continue to meet on 
Tuesdays in Bibb Graves 219 at 4 p.m. 
and can be found on Facebook under 
TUSSA: Troy University Secular Stu-
dent Alliance.

Faith Karwacki
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Coming off a 49-37 loss against Kolton Browning 
and ULM at home on Halloween, the Troy football 
team (5-4) is out to upset Louisiana-Lafayette (6-2) in a 
Thursday night road contest.

The Ragin’ Cajuns sit atop the Sun Belt with a perfect 
3-0 conference record and are having a white out for 
the ESPNU televised game tonight at 6:30 p.m. versus 
the Trojans who are wearing cardinal jerseys with black 
helmets and black pants.

“We’ve got to find a way to put together a road plan 
for another Louisiana team,” Troy head coach Larry 
Blakeney said. “They’re a little bit different. They 
struggled a little bit to get a win against New Mexico 
State. I think they were down 28-7 and came back and 
got the W. That’s a sign of a good football team.”
The Ragin’ Cajuns carry the momentum of a six game 
winning streak into tonight’s game. The Trojans are not 
ignoring the fact that taking down ULL could make a 
huge difference in their chances at a championship. 

“It’s a chance for us to turn things around in the 
league,” Blakeney said. “I told our team if we win the 
last two conference games, we’re more than likely 
going to win the conference. Co-champions, whatever 
you want to call it, it’s certainly a great opportunity for 
us.”

Joshua Thurston photo
Freshman receiver Bryan Holmes had four catches for 67 yards and a touchdown in the ULM loss. 

Battle in the Bayou
Football travels to Lafayette to face the Cajuns tonight on ESPNU

See Cajuns, page 2

THURSDAY 
67°F | 41°F

high      low

FRIDAY
67°F | 44°F

high      low

SATURDAY
69°F | 48°F

high      low

SUNDAY
72°F | 49°F

high      low

MONDAY
75°F | 50°F

high      low

TUESDAY
74°F | 48°F

high      low

WEDNESDAY
74°F | 47°F

high      low
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Crime Log

Daybook

Annual SGA Nightwalk 
focuses on student input 
concerning campus safety

Nightwalk is a program 
sponsored by the Student 
Government Association 
designed to provide stu-
dents an opportunity to 
give feedback to the uni-
versity about any safety 
concerns they may have.

“Lighting on campus is 
a big deal to a lot of stu-
dents, and students want 
to feel safe walking across 
campus.  The purpose 
of this program is to es-
sentially just go around 
campus and see where 
there needs to be more 
lighting and other security 
updates,” said Paul Evans, 
a senior political science 

major from Montgomery.
“The SGA has divided 

the campus into zones 
that we will walk through.  
Essentially students will 
go to the different zones, 
and once there, they will 
write down and iden-
tify any security issues in 
those zones,” said Faith 
Mote, chair of the Student 
Welfare committee and 
organizer of this year’s 
Nightwalk. “We are go-
ing to take down all com-
ments that students note 
and compile these before 
presenting them to the 
university.”

Everyone will be wel-
come at the event, and 
anyone that wishes to 
participate should meet 
in the downstairs area of 

the Trojan Center to be 
assigned different zones 
to survey.  If there are any 
areas that students have 
specific concerns that they 
wish to address, they will 
be allowed to go there and 
record the changes that 
they wish to be made.

 “It’s a good idea for a 
program, but I feel like 
most of the issues that 
will be written down, the 
university already knows 
about,” said Kevin Sport, 
a senior secondary educa-
tion major from Highland 
Home. “People know you 
don’t go to the Alumni 
parking lot at night. You 
just don’t do it.”

The Fall 2013 Night-
walk is scheduled for 
Tuesday, Nov. 12.

Patrick Stephens
Staff Writer

has helped her to feel more comfort-
able.

“The organization has helped me a lot 
as it has helped feel like home when I 
met the Indians here,” Sunderji said. “All 
the people of the organization helped me 
in every way possible to adjust here.”

Naga said that students of various cul-
tures and backgrounds attended the event 
on Saturday, which he described as be-
ing the best part, having so many people 

interested in learning about the Indian 
culture. 

“We welcome all students from all 
cultures and backgrounds into the Indian 
Students Association,” Naga said. 

The Indian Students Association meets 
every other Friday, at 5 p.m. in Trojan 
Center, with their next meeting being 
Nov. 15 in the food court next to the 
game room. “Right now, we don’t have 
people from other cultures, but we en-
courage people of all cultures to join us,” 
Naga said. 

Festival
continued from page 1

Student Government 
Association hosted two 
speakers this week, Mike 
Worley, director of opera-
tions for the Troy Men’s 
Basketball team, and 
KeLeigh Edwards, a se-
nior elementary education 
major from Smiths Sta-
tion, who both focused on 
student involvement. 

“We are really excited 
for what we are going to 
do and what we are going 
to accomplish this season.  
One of the main initiatives 
Coach Cunningham has is 
to get students involved,” 
Worley said. “One of the 
big ones is to get followers 
on Twitter.  We are num-
ber eight in the conference 
for Twitter followers out 
of 10 teams, so we want to 
increase that number.”

@TroyMensHoops is 
the official Twitter handle 
for the men’s basketball 
team, and troyhoops is 
the official handle for the 
basketball team’s official 
Instagram account.

“The first home tip off 
is this Monday at 7 p.m., 

and we want to see ev-
eryone there.  One of the 
big changes for this year 
is that we are making the 
seat backed sections to 
the right and left of the 
student section open and 
available for students to 
sit in,” Worley said. 

The second guest speak-
er was Troy University 
student KeLeigh Edwards 
from Smiths Station, who 
came to talk about a com-
munity service opportuni-
ty with Operation Christ-
mas Child.

“There is a lot of work 
that goes into sorting the 
boxes that are donated, 
and making sure there is 
nothing in them that would 
be harmful to kids.  So 
they are asking people to 
come help and go through 
the boxes,” Edwards said. 
“The processing center 
is located behind Bush 
Memorial Church, in the 
Salem-Troy Association 
building.  They are ask-
ing that people call ahead 
of time and let them know 
you are coming.”

The dates that this ini-
tiative will be going on 
will be all day Nov. 18-23. 
The phone number to call 

is 566-1538 to volunteer 
or inquire for more infor-
mation about how to get 
involved.

The only piece of busi-
ness addressed at this 
meeting was taking the 
bylaw update for the T.C. 
Mars Chapter of the Sil-
verwings off of docket 
and voting to put the by-
law updates into effect.  
Upon review by the con-
stitutionality and rules 
committee there was a 
discrepancy found with 
the non-discrimination 
statement, and upon no-
tice to the organization the 
bylaws amendment was 
revised to be in full com-
pliance.  The amendment 
passed unanimously.

Within the next week, 
the SGA will be creating 
a taskforce to look at ad-
dressing the SGA bylaws 
and the possibility to adapt 
the bylaws into different 
election rules for each of 
the three elections, Execu-
tive and Academic sen-
ate seats, Housing senate 
seats and Homecoming 
court, rather than having 
one set of election rules to 
cover all three elections.

And when opportunity knocks, the 
stakes are always high, making it even 
more important that the Trojans bring 
their A-game to Lafayette. 

As far as offense is concerned, the 
two teams are statistically a compara-
ble match, with the Trojans bringing an 
average of 34.4 points per game, and the 
Ragin’ Cajuns bringing in 37.9.

However, Troy has a knack for drawing 
the yellow hankies, averaging 76.8 
penalties per game while the Lafayette 

average only 47.2. 
This problem with all the flags is not 

something that Blakeney and his team 
can just ignore, especially after the 
recent ejection of one of his players, 
Dalton Bennett. 

“The law of the land in football is 
enforced by the officials,” Blakeney said. 
“You’ve got to deal with them, respect 
them. You can’t do the things that when 
you lose your composure, that’s a bad 
thing. We’ve got to deal with that.”

Tonight is the game of the year for 
Troy, with bowl aspirations and confer-
ence implications hanging in the balance.

Cajuns 
continued from page 1

Student speaks about 
Operation Christmas 
Child at SGA meeting

Patrick Stephens 
Staff Writer

KeLeigh Edwards photo

KeLeigh Edwards (right), senior elementary education major from Smiths 
Station, speaks with a child. Edwards attended Tuesday’s SGA meeting to 
advocate for student involvement with Operation Christmas Child. 

Nov. 4

Theft of Property Second Degree
A Wal-Mart debit card was stolen from a dorm in Trojan Village 100.

Friday, Nov. 8

Wendy (Yoonjee) Cho will have her Senior Piano Recital on Friday, November 8th 
at 6 pm in Claudia Crosby Theater.  She will be performing works for solo piano 
by Bach, Beethoven, Chopin and more. Featuring Carol Anne Osborne and Ashlee 
Robinson.  Reception will be held after the recital.  Admission is free.

Tuesday, Nov. 12

The SGA meets every Tuesday at 6:30 pm in TC 119. Students are always welcome 
to attend these meetings. If you have a concern you wish to have addressed, please 
contact an SGA officer at sga@troy.edu to discuss this concern and have it brought 
to the SGA. Also, the SGA office is located in the Student Involvement office, on 
the second floor of the Trojan Center.

The John M. Long School of Music and the Troy Symphony Band presents the Vet-
erans Day Concert on Tuesday, November 12 at 7:00 pm in Claudia Crosby theater. 
The Troy University Concert Chorale will be special guests at the concert. Please 
join us as we salute our veterans!

Thursday, Nov. 14

Come to this Phenomenal Event, you don’t want to miss it. This is an Interactive 
Comedy that Mesmerizes the audience! Get Hypnotized by the Greatest: Erik Kand 
at 7 pm in the TC Theater.
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Deaf culture is 
something that American 
Sign Language and 
Interpreter Training 
students get to study 
and experience in Troy’s 
program.

 One person 
particularly invested in 
these cultural studies 
is Troy ASL/ITP Club 
President Anna Hayes, 
a senior ASL/ITP major 
from Equity, who has 
reached out to Troy 
students to get them 
involved.

“As and ITP major, I get 
to learn lots of interesting 
things about Deaf culture 
from my teachers and 
from the things we read,” 
Hayes said. 

“With the ASL/ITP 
club, however, I am able to 
experience some aspects 
of Deaf culture first hand. 
I get to meet members of 
the Deaf community at 
club events. Experiences 
from club sponsored 
events has been critical 
in my education and 
preparation for one day 
working as an interpreter.”

She encourages people 
to come to meetings 
either over Facebook or 
by coming in to classes to 
sign for new students.

 “I’ve always 
been interested in ASL 
and languages in general, 
and Troy’s Interpreter 
Training Program seemed 
like a practical and 
interesting program,” 
Hayes said.

“So I declared it as a 
major. However, taking 
my first ASL classes and 
interacting with the deaf 
community showed me 

how rich the language and 
culture is, and this is when 
I really knew I wanted to 
pursue this profession.”  

She described how 
she feels being a part of 
the deaf community as a 
future interpreter for the 
deaf.

“In my experience, 
the deaf community has 
been very welcoming 
to interpreting students. 
Being welcomed by 
another cultural group 
provides a wonderful 
opportunity for learning 
about the world and 
yourself.” 

However, Hayes does 
point out the issues that 
the members of the deaf 
community face. 

“I think a richer 
description of these 
issues could be given 
by members of the deaf 
community (deaf people 
and those whose first 
language is ASL).”

“One issue is that so few 
people know about the 
richness of deaf culture – 
a culture that involves folk 
tales and poetry, a strong 
sense of camaraderie and 
an eventful history.”

“From taking ASL 
classes, one learns how 
animated people of the 

deaf culture really are,” 
she said.

“I think the richness of 
deaf culture could always 
be represented more,” 
Hayes said. “It may seem 
silly, but the television 
show ‘Switched at Birth’ 
gives a pretty accurate 
representation of deaf 
people and ASL. I hope 
that Deaf culture becomes 
more visible to the hearing 
world.”

Asked about why she 
decided to run for the 
president of the Troy ASL/
ITP Club, Hayes said she 
had gained from the club 
as a member.

“ASL/ITP club has 
been a critical part of my 
education; it provides 
opportunities for students 
to improve their ASL 
skills and to interact with 
other students and the 
deaf community.”

There are countless club 
meetings, deaf events, 
silent dinners and movies, 
and more opportunities to 
get to know members of 
society.

The ASL organization’s 
next on campus meeting 
will be Nov. 4 from 7-8 
p.m. in Hawkins Hall 
Room 117. 

Advertisement 
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Studying abroad provides a competitive 
edge that Troy University does not 
emphasize enough to its students, 
according to one student. 

“Students are graduating without 
having left Alabama for four years and 
are going to compete with students 
that have studied in other countries and 
maybe speak more than one language,” 
said Lauren Coughlin, junior political 
science major from Annapolis, Md. 

“Studying abroad is just another step 
in making yourself a more educated and 
well-rounded person. It’s something 
that, in my opinion, isn’t given enough 
emphasis here at Troy,” Coughlin said.

Coughlin’s concentration is in 
international studies, so she took 
a semester abroad at the American 
University of Dubai (AUD), Dubai, 
United Arab Emirates.

In preparation for the experience, 
Coughlin began studying Arabic and 
Middle Eastern culture, which helped 
overcome any potential challenges 
during her studies. 

“I chose the Middle East because I’m 
learning Arabic and am interested in 
the politics and culture of the region,” 
Coughlin said. “Dubai largely operates 
in English, so I never had any challenges 
related to the language until I travelled 
outside Dubai into more rural emirates 
and other countries.”

Coughlin described a 3-step process 
involved in choosing a program: “First, 
you choose a region based on the 
language and culture you want to learn 
about.  Second, you choose a country or 
sub-region based on safety, the dialect 
spoken there of the language you’re 

learning and cost of living.  Thirdly, you 
select a specific program or school based 
on courses offered, closeness to other 
sites or cities, cost, inclusivity of the 
campus and a myriad of other factors.”  

There was a lot of thought in the 
decision of where to study for Coughlin. 

“I chose my school because they 
offered a full study abroad scholarship 
funded by The Clinton Foundation, 
which I thankfully received; they offer 
Arabic and other courses relevant to 
my interests; and because they offer a 
Certificate in Middle Eastern Studies 
that can be completed in one semester,” 
Coughlin said. 

When a student does not have a specific 
area of interest or goals, Coughlin would 
suggest discussing the prospect with 
family members, an academic advisor 
and/or Orlando Pacheco, director of the 
study abroad program. 

The benefits of studying abroad proved 
great for Coughlin and have given her the 
competitive edge needed for entering the 
workforce.

“I gained so much by studying in 
Dubai,” Coughlin said. “Incredibly 
strong friendships with people from 
all over the world, a professional 
network outside the US, a much greater 
understanding of various cultures, an 
appreciation for systems of life that differ 
from what I was raised to expect, and the 
opportunity to travel with the UAE and 
to Oman, Lebanon, and Saudi Arabia, 
which in themselves were life changing 
experiences.

“Even if Dubai isn’t right for you, still 
consider studying abroad, and go talk to 
Orlando Pacheco about your options.”

Coughlin has hopes of being accepted 
into a study abroad program for the 2014 
spring semester at Ghent University 
College in Belgium. 

“Ghent College has a partnership with 
Troy University, so my scholarship will 
apply to my studies,” Coughlin said. 
“By studying at one of Troy’s partner 
schools, I still have to pay for room, 
board and travel expenses, but my 
tuition is covered.  For students not on 
scholarship, the tuition that they pay at 
a partner school equals what they would 
pay per credit here at Troy.”

Pell Grants and financial aid/loans are 
also available for use abroad at Ghent 
University College in Belgium and all 
courses can be transferred to Troy. 

Dubai study abroad opportunity 
opens new professional network

Emily Jackson
Features Editor 

Patrick Stephens 
Staff Writer

*This is a continuation of “Police Chief 
speaks up about alcohol on campus,” 
article that ran on October, 31, 2013.*

Alex Williams, a freshman nursing 
student from Eclectic explains what  
she has learned about Troy’s policies 
regarding on campus drinking since 
beginning her time at Troy in August of 
2013. 

“All I really know is don’t drink 
underage and don’t drink on campus. 
That’s basically it.” 

Williams said that she learned this 
tid-bit from the housing contract that she 
signed when registering for her dorm. 

“Pretty much every student on campus 
underage has tried alcohol.” 

Williams admitted that she is 
personally not a drinker although legally 
she is not eligible any how.  

“It happens all the time,” said Williams. 
“It’s going to happen this weekend. It’s 
going to happen tomorrow (Halloween), 
and honestly I think that the University 
should be more verbal about it. There 
are just (underage) students everywhere 
still drinking and not giving it a second 
thought.” 

Sara Joe Burks, Troy’s housing 
director, agreed with university police 
saying that underage drinking is the most 
common and often serious violation. 

She reported that ambulances have 
been called around 10 times this semester 
to assist underage drinkers experiencing 
alcohol abuse. Burks was quick to say 
that these were just the cases that were 
reported in the dorm and that most of 
these instances occur in the first two 
weeks of the semester. 

As well, the penalty for possession of 
alcohol or consumption of alcohol as an 
underage person in a dorm is $75 upon 
first offense. 

Regarding underage drinking on 
campus (not in the dorms), McCall said 
that officers take action on a case-by-
case basis. 

However, when students get behind the 
wheel of a car and they haven’t consumed 
any alcohol yet, but it’s in the car with 
them, that’s when the university police 
have to act and do some preventative 
measures to make sure that situation will 
not later become a DUI. 

“Typically that means we are going to 
seize the alcohol and destroy it, and not 
leave it in their possession, especially if 
they haven’t consumed any at that point. 

However, if they have consumed some 
at that point then we have to go through 
other measures,” McCall said.

When asked what students should do 
in the case of alcohol related medical 
emergencies, his reply was simply to call 
911. 

McCall urged students to be 
responsible, especially if they are 
an older student that may be around 
younger students. In group situations, if 
you get into a vehicle with someone that 
is intoxicated or if there are underaged 
people that possess the alcohol and there 
is someone there over the legal age, the 
person of legal age can be charged with 
additional offences.

If you are of age and are stopped in the 
company of people underage, you can 
be charged with providing it because the 
way the law reads and is interpreted, you 
are the most responsible person if you 
are over and everyone else is under.  

“The law allows us to charge you 
because even if you didn’t provide it to 
them, you allowed them to have it and 
allowed the consumption to happen, so 
you will get charged with providing it.  

McCall said that older students should 
“step up and be the responsible one.”

Anna Hayes, a senior ASL major from Eclectic, 
serves as the president of the ASL/ITP Club. 

April Irvin photo

“In a group setting, if  
there are underaged 
people  who possess 

the alcohol, the person 
of  the legal age will be 

charged with additional 
offenses.”

Police chief speaks up 
about alcohol on campus

Story continued from October, 31

Contributed photo

Student advocates deaf 
culture through club 

Lauren Coughlin (second from the 
left) met Bill Clinton upon receiving 
a scholarship for her study abroad 
in Dubai, United Arab Emirates.
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As Troy University’s official student 
newspaper, the Tropolitan strives to serve 
student interests.  The Perspectives page 
is an outlet for Tropolitan editors to ques-
tion university policies that do not benefit 
Troy’s students, praise those that do and 
call attention to national and state issues 
that relate to students.
Editorials stand as the official, corporate 

opinion of  the Tropolitan.  Our opinions 
are not influenced by campus organiza-

tions or societies, university administra-
tion or political parties. The first copy of  
the Tropolitan is free to any student or 
employee of  Troy University. Each addi-
tional copy costs $1.

Guest Columns
The Tropolitan encourages students, 

faculty and staff  at Troy University to 
express opinions in a guest column of  
500-700 words.  Dissenting opinions are 

welcomed, but not all expressions are the 
sole opinion of  their author and do not 
reflect the beliefs of  the Tropolitan.

Letters to the Editor
The Tropolitan welcomes letters from 

students, faculty, staff  and non-Troy af-
filiated persons.  Dissenting opinions and 
corrections are welcomed.
The Tropolitan does not exclusively 

print letters favorable to the newspaper.  

Letters to the editor must be signed by 
the author, and a phone number must be 
included.
All submissions must be word-processed 

and emailed to the Tropolitan by 5 p.m. 
on Monday.  All submissions may not be 
published.
Submissions bashing groups or individ-

uals on the basis of  race, gender, age, eth-
nic group, orientation or religious belief  
will not be printed. 
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Seth Nicholson

Faith Karwacki
Perspectives Editor

We all came to Troy University with a common 
purpose—to receive a higher education so that we may 
enter the career of our choice in the professional world.

But in the hustle and bustle of our overwhelmingly 
filled schedules, do we take the time to be grateful 
for the education we’re receiving and those who have 
chosen to educate us?

Troy University is home to some of the finest 
professors any department has to offer. 

Between personally taking their classes, interviewing 
them for the Trop and overhearing conversations 
about them from my fellow students, I’ve come to 
the conclusion that no matter what your department 
may be, there will always be a handful of professors 
who will keep your passion for your field alive and 
encourage you to do the best you can with what you 
choose to do.

I’ve overheard professors praising former students 
for their achievements in their respective fields. 

These professors not only took the time to keep up 
with these former students, but thought highly enough 
of them to proudly announce their achievements to 
anyone who would listen.

I found the pride they had in their students to be 
i n c r e d i b l y 
touching.

As students 
at Troy 
U n i v e r s i t y, 
we have the 
good fortune 
of attending 
an institution 
with relatively 
small class 
sizes.

These class 
sizes give us 
the chance to 
get to know 
our peers and 
p r o f e s s o r s 
in such a 
way that we 
should take 
a d v a n t a g e 
of every 
a c a d e m i c 
opportunity that comes our way.

Professors have office hours for more than just 
tutoring their students. 

Stop by and get to know a professor you’re 
particularly fond of sometime. 

You might be pleased with the person you encounter.

Chase Robinson
Copy Editor

Thousands of dollars 
in tuition and fees and 
thousands of hours of 
class time and studying go 
into a college education. 
Students are in school to 
become doctors, teachers, 
journalists, designers and 
programmers.

Some students are in 
school to socialize. Some 
students don’t know why 
they are in school.

The college experience 
is an opportunity to do so 
much more.

This campus is filled 
with students and 
academics from all over 
the country and the world. 
There is much to be gained 
from exposure to this wide 
variety of life experiences, 
bodies of knowledge and 
opinions.

Students who finish their 
general study requirements 
and hide away within 
the departments of their 
majors are missing out.

Focusing on only the 
skills needed in one field 

is only setting unnecessary 
limits.

College isn’t just a 
route to success and 
more lucrative careers. 
It’s a chance to grow as a 
person.

Students have 
the opportunity 
to learn skills 
in a wide array 
of disciplines. 
These skills 
will make 
them more 
interesting and 
can contribute 
to their success.

S t u d e n t s 
need not take 
classes in every 
d e p a r t m e n t 
to achieve this wider 
learning.

Departments often 
host events that are open 
to anyone and can be 
excellent introductions to 
topics completely outside 
one’s field.

Sometimes it is as simple 
as starting a conversation 
with someone outside 
your department.

Talking with students 
who study different fields 

can open up new interests 
and topics to explore and 
discuss.

Majoring in the sciences 
and never exploring the 
humanities or vice versa 

cuts students off from 
so much knowledge 
that could broaden their 
worlds.

The Greek historian 
Plutarch said, “What we 
achieve inwardly will 
change outer reality.”

Experiences can lead 
to personal growth 
which in turn can lead to 
personal and professional 
successes. One might 
never achieve this while 

playing it safe within 
one’s comfort zone.

A college campus is a 
treasury of knowledge and 
opportunities.

There are experiences 
to be had that could not be 
had anywhere else. There 
are hundreds of academics 
eager to impart their 
knowledge.

Perhaps the most 
valuable thing to be taken 
away from the college 
experience is the ability 
to pick up new skills 
and learn about knew 
disciplines and topics 
without a teacher to hold 
your hand.

Learning a little about 
a lot of things opens you 
up to a lifetime of learning 
new things, discovering 
new interests and building 
new skills.

A hesitant step out of 
your comfort zone during 
your college career can 
make a lifetime’s worth 
of difference. There’s 
so much value to be 
experienced here. To walk 
away with just what you 
need to get by is a waste.

“there will 
always be a 
handful of  
professors 
who will 

keep your 
passion for 
your field 

alive”

“What we 
achieve 

inwardly will 
change outer 

reality.”

Professors 
invoke passion 
within their 
specialites

Take advantage of 
college experience

Write for the Trop

Meetings Thursdays  at 5:30 in Wallace Hall 107

Go Skydiving

Tour the Eiffel Tower

Climb Mt. Everest
Complete a marathon

Student encourages stepping out of comfort zone



Madison Griggs
Staff Writer

Troy students and fac-
ulty alike gathered in Pat-
terson 103 on Tuesday 
afternoon to chat with 
2007 Harbor Lee Award 
winning author, William 
Cobb. 

Some were there for 
academic reasons, like 
freshman Rachel Stefkov-
ich who said “It was an 
opportunity to gain hours 
toward my Sign Language 
class—it’s considered an 
interpreting event.” Oth-
ers were there because 
they loved Cobb’s latest 
novel, “The Last Queen 
of the Gypsies,” and had 
plenty of pressing ques-
tions for the Vanderbilt 
alumni. 

The first of these ques-
tions opened the gates of 
the relaxed and laid-back 
discussion. Cobb was 

asked when he made the 
fateful decision to become 
a writer. 

The crowd was im-
pressed to hear that he 
knew in the third grade 
when he was bed ridden 
with a terribly serious 
fever. With no television, 
Cobb passed the time 
reading. He read every-
thing from “Treasure Is-
land” to “The Wizard of 
Oz” and was transported 
from his dreary bedroom 
to worlds he had never 
imagined. He gives the 
credit for his inspiration 
to the books he has read. 

“I went to all kinds of 
places that of course I had 
never been to, and prob-
ably never would go,” 
Cobb said. 

Young Cobb was fas-
cinated by these worlds 
he had been taken to and 
wanted to create new 
worlds himself.

The beauty of fictional 

characters, he explained, 
is that you can walk a mile 
in their shoes.

“You can walk a mile 
in Ana Karenina’s shoes 
or Holden Caulfield’s,” 
Cobb said. “After a 
while you think of them 
as acquaintances, people 
you went to high school 
with.”  

Reading, as it was dur-
ing his dramatic row with 
death in the third grade, 
is the world to Cobb—he 
considers it absolutely 
necessary. His advice to 
those barely scraping by 
with the bare minimum 
in their English classes—
“You’re pulling the wool 
over someone’s eyes; 
your own.”

Cobb also warns those 
who have a dream simi-
lar to his own that “writ-
ing is not to get rich, but 
it’s very satisfying if you 
work at it.” He’s been 
writing for 68 years; has 

published numerous nov-
els, short stories, and 
plays; and still stands firm 
on the idea that the satis-
faction is in the writing, 
not the publishing. 

Later in the session, 
Cobb was asked a hard-
hitting question by his 
wife, who sat in the front 
row. She asked her hus-
band about the fact that 
publishing, due to advanc-
es in technology over the 
years, is becoming easier 
and easier and whether or 
not he thought this would 
affect the quality of litera-
ture as a whole. 

His response was “peo-
ple already do that— it’s 
called blogging.” He went 
on to explain, with the 
help of some students in 
the audience giving their 
feedback, that, although 
more and more things are 
being published, all that 
means is that more sifting 
and filtering will be neces-

sary to find the gems. 
Cobb ended the session 

going into greater detail 
about his writing process. 

“Every time I finish 
writing a novel, I realize 
how little I know about 
writing novels,” Cobb 
said. “I still don’t know 
how to do it.” Cobb em-

phasized that there is no 
set formula for writing a 
novel—once an idea hits 
you, start writing and the 
rest will come. 

When asked how he 
started his latest novel, 
Cobb said, “It started with 
a fascination.”

Arts & Entertainment
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Student Discount with ID
Tickets Available@ kiosk

In The Trojan Center

2D

11/8 - 14

12:45,  6:45

1:15, 4:15, 7:15, 9:451:10, 4:10
7:10, 9:30

1:00
4:00
7:00
9:35

12:50, 3:50, 6:50, 9:35

2D

Matinees Fri,Sat,Sun.

1:15, 4:15, 7:15, 9:45

1:00
4:00
7:00
9:40

Early Opening
Tonight 8:00 pm
Thu.              11/7

2D

2D

Ngoc Vo
Staff Writer

After finishing her nursing program, senior Wendy 
(YoonJee) Cho from South Korea decided to follow her 
dream and registered music education as her second 
major.

“Music has always been my calling,” Cho said. 
After nine years at Troy pursuing both demanding 

majors, Cho is currently practicing for her senior re-
cital that will takes place on Friday Nov. 8 at 6 p.m. at 
Claudia Crosby Theater. This is a requirement for her 
music major.

“[The recital] represents everything I have done dur-
ing my time at Troy,” Cho said. 

She said she has been preparing for the recital for four 
years. It will be a piano recital with five pieces includ-
ing an ensemble work. Cho collaborated with music 
majors Aslee Robinson (a trumpeter) and Carol Anne 
Osborne, who is going to do the narration.

“The people I work with on this recital are students, 
but they are also great musicians,” Cho said. “We have 
been practicing together since the beginning of the se-
mester at 8 a.m. almost every day.  The student life as 
a music education major is very exacting with both the 
music and the education parts. I have to maintain high 
GPA and spend a substantial amount of time for prac-
tice. But the sense of achievement feels great. It makes 
everything worth it.”

The recital will includes works from well-known com-
posers like Bach and Chopin. The selected pieces are 
famous and familiar to a large audience.  Beethoven’s 
“Pathetique” is Cho’s favorite work that she is going to 
play at the recital.

With piano, cello, violin and singing, Cho is a very 
involved student in Troy’s music programs.

“I tried to take advantage of all the great opportunities 
at school before graduating,” Cho said. 

She is in the symphony band who put out the Mas-
terworks Concert on Oct. 15. Cho will also be in the 
upcoming Veteran’s Day Concert. Working with the 
Department of Theatre and Dance, Cho was the pia-
nist in the play “The Single Girl’s Guide.” She is also a 
member of the university’s concert chorale.

Graduating next May, Cho said she is looking for-
ward to her internship in the spring semester.

“My dream job is to work as a piano performer,” Cho 
said. “But teaching is also a great job. I’m aiming for 

both areas. [The future prospect] makes me feel excited 
and nervous the same time,” Cho said 

Cho said it is a bittersweet feeling to graduate from 
the university. She expressed appreciation for the fac-
ulty in the music program, especially her piano profes-
sor. Cho said her piano professor, together with Larry 
Blocher, director of the John M. Long School of music; 
Mark Walker, the director of the Symphony Band; and 
Diane Orlofsky, the chorale director, has become her 
mentor, helping her grow musically and personally.

Another senior piano recital will take place this week-
end at First Baptist Church.

Jared English, a music industry major from Opp, 
has pursued his music passion at Troy University since 
2006 and is now preparing for his exiting performance. 
This recital serves as a partial fulfillment of the require-
ment for the Bachelor of Science in music industry, ac-
cording to English.

“I have been putting really hard work into this recital 
for the past four years,” English said. 

English will perform four solo piano pieces in the re-
cital and one duet with Gwen Threadgill, English’s 15-
year teacher and friend. There will also be an ensemble 
piece where English collaborates with Threadgill and 
bass guitarist Tucker McKee, as well as a percussion 
section comprised of Robert Clayson, Johari Harris and 
Andrew Patzig.

The music for the recital features famous pieces such 
as The Seasons by Tchaikovsky and Sonata in C by 
Scarlatti. In addition to the classic music, English said 
he will also perform a the more contemporary piece 
“Danza Havana” by Catherine Rollin, which was com-
posed in 1952.

 “Music is something I really want to do,” English 
said. “When I was in Elba High School, I was in the 
marching band, concert band. I even tried out for a jazz 
band. I was in the front ensemble of the mallet percus-
sion in Troy’s The Sound of The South and our Sym-
phony Band also.”

English said, even though following his dedication 
for music means hard work, he really enjoys learning 
more about his passion. He said all his music classes 
captivate his interest immensely, especially music the-
ory, aural skills and even music history, a very tough 
class.

“I want to be a recording engineer, a producer and a 
composer, too,” English said. “That’s my career goal.” 

English will graduate in May, 2014, after finishing his 
internship in Montgomery. He said after graduation, he 
plans to go to Nashville and do an internship there. 

“I’ll probably be doing the same work but in a much 
bigger atmosphere. Starting my career with small in-
ternships will help me to get used to the life after gradu-
ation. This upcoming spring internship is like an experi-
ence away from college while I’m still in college. I’m 
very excited.”

The recital will be held on Saturday, Nov. 9 with free 
admission.

Wendy Cho contributed photo
Wendy Cho is one of two senior music majors 
with upcoming fall semester recitals.

Caitlin Collins photo

William Cobb

Senior music recitals

Alabamian author addresses inspiration
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How to play:
Each of these word games represents a saying or pop 

culture/entertainment reference. Think literally to solve. 
Answer are in the lower right corner 

Solutions

1. Generation gap 2. Fall asleep
3. Think outside the bod 4. Excuse me

Word Games

1. 2. 4.3.GENER  ATION

A
    S
       L
    E
        E
    P

XQQQ ME

Editor’s note: The following news briefings 
were aggregated from various national news 
sources and compiled by Variety Editor Jill 
Odom.

Confusion reigns over 
Obamacare policy

The Obama administration has refused to state a 
position on whether legislation is being passed to 
confirm President Obama’s promise in 2009 that 
those happy with their health care are allowed to 
keep their coverage under the new law. 

Controversy erupted over whether consumers 
could keep their coverage when insurance companies 
mailed out millions of cancellation notices citing the 
new health care law as the reason why. 

 The federal health care website, Healthcare.gov, 
has been plagued with technical problems since 
its opening on Oct. 1. However Marilyn Tavenner, 
the head of the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services reported that they were now able to process 
17,000 registrants an hour without any problems. 

India launches spacecraft  
headed toward Mars

The Mars Orbiter Mission, or MOM took off on 
Tuesday, Nov. 5 from the Satish Dhawan Space 
Centre on India’s east coast. The mission’s purpose 
is to demonstrate its technological capabilities and to 
conduct experiments. The MOM is expected to reach 
Mars in 2014 after 300 days of travel.

 If the spacecraft manages to orbit Mars then India 

will be the fourth space agency that has gotten a 
satellite to the Red Planet, following the U.S., Russia 
and Europe. The MOM will focus on determining 
whether there is methane in the Martian atmosphere 
and studying the rate of loss of atmospheric gases to 
outer space. 

Critics of the program question whether a country 
with one of the highest rankings for childhood mal-
nutrition should be spending millions on space 
exploration.

Toronto’s mayor admitted  
to smoking crack cocaine

After denying allegations made in May of smoking 
crack, Toronto Mayor Rob Ford confessed to smoking 
cocaine on Tuesday, Nov. 5. He apologized for lying 
to the residents of the city for six months about his 
actions and declared he would stay in office “for the 
sake of the taxpayers.” 

It was rumored that there was a video of Ford 
smoking cocaine in May, and last week Toronto 
Police Chief Bill Blair reported the video had be 
recovered. Ford explained that he lied because he 
was “ashamed” of his actions but was not stepping 
down until he finished his job. 

Ford’s colleagues urged him to resign to put the 
scandal behind them and allow them to focus on 
wasteful public spending. 

Treasure trove of art pieces  
found in Germany

Around 1,400 works of art by the likes of Henry 

Matisse, Pablo Picasso and other famous artists that 
were confiscated during the Nazi rule were discov-
ered in an apartment last year. 

The facts were revealed on Tuesday, Nov. 5, at a 
news conference in Augsburg, Germany. The works 
were found in the home of elderly Cornelius Gurlitt, 
after customs officials investigated him for tax 
evasion.

The art spanned from the 16th  century to the 20th 
and though somewhat dirty, all the pieces were in 
museum condition. The collection also featured 
works wholly unknown to the public. 

Art historian, Meikie Hoffman stressed the diffi-
culty of determining the origin and ownership history 
of the works and that she has only begun her initial 
research. 

What women want: Chocolate-
covered potato chips

Lay’s announced the release of a new type of potato 
chip this month for Target stores. The creation is milk 
chocolate-covered Lay’s Wavy chips, and if the trial 
run is successful they could be around to stay. Lay’s 
senior director in marketing noted the increasing 
popularity of the chocolate-covered snacks. 

The chipmakers said the product is targeted at 
young women who can’t get enough of the salty/
sweet combo. Lay’s is not a trail-blazer in the find. 
Utz and Herr’s have been making chocolate-covered 
pretzels for a while, but the potato chip could be a 
whole new ball game. Only time will tell if it will be 
a culinary delight or disaster. 

This week in international news

Taylor Foxx 
Staff Writer

Recent talks in the SGA about 
acquiring a Redbox for the Troy Univer-
sity campus have highlighted the student 
body’s desire for more on-campus enter-
tainment options, but many students may 
not be aware that the Troy University 
campus has several underused entertain-
ment options of its own.  

Tucked away deep in an obscure, 
vaguely-named section of the Troy 
Campus Library, the “Instructional 
Media” area offers students a variety of 
current and free entertainment options. 
Here are the highlights of the universi-
ty’s library resources:

Watch - When it comes to video 
media, this section has a little bit of ev-
erything. For history or science buffs, 
this section has both feature-length doc-
umentaries and TV series by big-name 
production companies such as BBC, 
PBS, TLC, The Discovery Channel and 
The History Channel. 

For Hulu users, primetime entertain-
ment options include “Lost” (all seasons) 
and “Game of Thrones” (seasons 1 and 
2). For those who frequently use Redbox 
and Netflix, film options include ev-
erything from the “Harry Potter” and 
“Twilight” series to blockbusters such as 
“Girl with a Dragon Tattoo” and “Oz the 

Great and Powerful.”
 For those who are interested in 

watching films on VHS, the library offers 
various options on VHS and the needed 
equipment needed to watch them. 

Listen - For those who frequent 
Spotify, this section offers a diverse 
selection of CDs ranging from Frank 
Sinatra and The Beatles to Adele and 
Josh Groban. 

This section also has a large selection 
of books on CD and includes popular 
titles such as the “Twilight” series, the 
“Eragon” series and the complete works 
of Shakespeare. 

Read - For those who frequented the 
public library in high school, this section 
contains many of the same memorable 
titles for check out. Young Adult fiction 
options include the “Harry Potter” series, 
the “Artemis Fowl” series and the “A 
Series of Unfortunate Events” collection. 
Classical book options include “Rifle for 
Watie,” “Summer of the Monkeys” and 
“The Red Badge of Courage.” 

The obscure location of the Instruc-
tional Media area may be part of the 
reason it is used so infrequently. 

“My freshman year, I was going to 
the library to study with a sophomore 
friend,” said Jordan Smith, a senior 
social science major from Pace, Fla. 
“She suggested we go to the Instruction-
al Media area. I didn’t know where it was 

until she showed me.” 
To find the Instructional Media area, 

enter the library and approach the 
reference desk. Turn right at the desk, and 
you will see a sign over a small doorway 
that reads “Instructional Media.” 

After passing into a large room with 
tables, turn left. At the back of the room 
are various shelves that hold the media 

options. If you have any trouble finding 
what you are looking for, you can ask 
one of the librarians for assistance. 

Media options can also be explored 
by searching the Troy Campus Library’s 
online catalog. Audio and visual media 
options are available to be checked out 
for 7 days. Late items have a $1/per day 
fee. 

THINK

Entertainment options stashed away in Instructional Media

April Irvin photo
Hayley Griffith, a junior risk management and insurance major from 
Hartford browses the selection of movies that Troy’s library offers in the 
Instructional Media section. The Instructional Media section has a variety 
of movies and TV shows, CDs and YA novels for students to choose from. 
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Troy @ Lafayette

#3Oregon @ #5Stanford
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Texas @ West Virginia

#13LSU @ #1Alabama
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Pigskin Picks: The Game of  Global Domination

Andrew 
Clay

(69-34)

Caleb 
Odom
(56-47)

Devin 
Smith
(62-41)

James 
Travis
(71-32)

Jill 
Odom
(57-46)

Lindsey 
Schoewe

(80-23)

Joshua 
Thurston

(64-39)

Zach 
Winslett
(68-35)The Lineup

Caleb Odom
Sports Editor

The Troy women’s basketball team is 
set for a season opening duel on the road 
Friday, Nov. 8, against Alabama State at 
6 p.m.

The Trojans played the Hornets at 
home last season on Dec. 9, a game that 
Troy narrowly won 90-88.

“Last year we almost played this exact 
Alabama State team,” Troy head coach 
Chanda Rigby said. “They only have a 
couple of new players, and they led us 
the entire game but we ended up winning 
at the very end.”

Alabama State is a team that the Trojan 
coach admits will prove challenging with 
the Hornets’ level of talent and the ability 
to win, but Rigby is confident in her 
improved team.

Troy is fresh off a lopsided exhibition 
win 110-71 against West Florida on Oct. 
28, at home that showcased the team’s 
breakneck pace of play.

The test, and what Rigby is preaching 
during practice this week, is to keep the 
foot on the gas pedal.

“Coming off the UWF game, we want 
to keep our scoring as high as we did in 
that game but hold their numbers a little 
bit lower,” Rigby said.

The Troy coaching staff is also placing 
emphasis on strong defense by not letting 
opponents score second chance shots by 
getting offensive rebounds.

In the Alabama State game in 2012, the 
Hornets recorded 41 total rebounds and 
17 were offensive boards on the Trojans.

A season later Troy has cut down on 
the second chances.

Against West Florida, the Argonauts 
picked up 41 rebounds with 11 being 
offensive rebounds against Troy.

Another area that the Trojans are 
focusing on is shutting down Alabama 
State’s center or “big girl” who is looking 
to control the ball in the paint.

Quentori Alford, Alabama State’s 

6-foot-3 senior game changer led the 
Hornets in total points against Troy 
last year with 19 while recording eight 
rebounds, five of which were offensive 
boards.

“She was a very good post player 
that we really don’t have a match up 
against,” Rigby said. “So we are going 
to try to press in the backcourt and keep 

their touches really low in the frontcourt 
because they have a big girl that they can 
get the ball to.”

Other than typical stars Joanna Harden 
and Ashley Beverly-Kelley, who pace the 
Trojans offensively, senior guard Brooke 
Bowie has caught Rigby’s eye with her 
new approach to the team.

“She came out and scored a lot of 

points and has consistently been doing 
much, much better every day at practice 
and has earned a starting position,” Rigby 
said. “She has been a big surprise to us.”

Bowie and the Trojans will look to 
start the regular season on a positive note 
with a road win Friday over the Hornets.

Joshua Thurston photo

Junior guard Aissata Maiga drives toward the basket against West Florida in Troy’s 110-71 win last Monday.

Trojans hope to sting the Hornets
Women’s basketball looks to start season on a high note against Alabama State
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Devin Smith
Cardinal Rule Editor

A long offseason of preparation will 
culminate tomorrow night when the Troy 
men’s basketball team travels to Oxford, 
Miss. to face the Ole Miss Rebels for the 
opening game of the season.

The Rebels are a familiar opponent to 
first-year head coach Phil Cunningham, 
who spent several years of his coaching 
career in the SEC with the Mississippi 
State Bulldogs.

Cunningham and his squad are 
jumping at the opportunity to face a team 
that will be wearing something other 
than cardinal, but he is familiar with the 
struggles that can come with playing in 
an environment similar to what Troy will 
see Friday.

“Well it’s going to be good for us,” 
Cunningham said. “We’re going to see 
right off the bat what we are made of. 
Traditionally they are one of the best 
home court teams in their league, it isn’t 
an easy place to win so we are going to 
see where we are after that.”

The Rebels are the defending SEC 
Tournament Champions and are coming 
off their first NCAA tournament 
appearance since 2002, however this is 
not the same Rebel squad that took the 
court a year ago.

Ole Miss returns only two of the five 
starters from the team that last year 
tied a school record with 27 wins, the 
three losses being the school’s all-time 
rebounder in Murphy Holloway, the 
all-time shot blocker in Reginald 
Buckner, and Nick Williams, a man that 
Rebels head coach Andy Kennedy went 
as far as to say was the team MVP.

Despite the departures Ole Miss will 
still return with a talented squad, and the 
size difference between them and Troy 

coupled with the lack of depth for the 
Trojans will be a key factor as to who can 
come out the gate with a victory. 

“Our post players aren’t the most 
physical or strongest guys,” Cunningham 
said. “They’re long, quick, athletic and 
skilled. So we’ll see which style takes 
advantage in that situation.”

After its 105-68 win over Victory 
University last Tuesday the team’s focus 
turned back inward, working on cleaning 
up some of the nuances that come with 
implementing a new system and the 
beginning of a new season.

This has also been a working process as 
the team tries to find a comfort level with 
an almost entirely new coaching staff 
which has been a gradual movement. 

The final few days will be spent 
focusing on the Rebels as the excitement 
begins to mount.

“Our philosophy is to come to work 
every day and be consistent in our work 
ethic, attitude and how we approach 
each game,” Cunningham said. “They’re 
excited about Ole Miss, but they would 
be excited no matter who it was because 
they are ready to play.”

In an environment such as this he 
stressed how important it is to get off 
on the right foot, especially against an 
opponent with the talent of the Rebels.

“I think from a coaching standpoint 
you can’t let the team get to high or 
low no matter how you start the game,” 
Cunningham said. “If we can start off 
strong in a situation like this, what it does 
is it can give them a jolt of nervousness, 
an ‘oh, this team can beat us’ mentality. 
That’s the main thing you want to do 
when you go on the road like this.”

The Trojans and Rebels are set to tip 
off from Tad Smith Coliseum on Friday 
at 7:30 p.m., and can be listened to on the 
Troy IMG Radio Network. 
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Senior guard Hunter Williams was named to the Preseason All-Sun Belt 
Conference third team last week after leading the Trojans in points, 
assists and 3-point shots made over the 2012-2013 season.
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Trojans gearing up for first game of new era
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Lindsey Schoewe
Volleyball Beat Writer

The Troy volleyball team (9-18) 
had another tough weekend losing to 
Louisiana-Lafayette and Louisiana 
Monroe on the road making the winless 
streak six straight pending Wednesday’s 
South Alabama result.

The Ragin’ Cajuns swept the Trojans 
in three straight sets on Friday (27-29, 
16-25, 19-25).

Sophomore outside hitter Blair Winston 
had a team high of 15 kills against ULL, 

and senior setter Alexandra Alexander 
recorded 30 assists and 10 digs.

On Saturday, the Trojans fought hard, 
but ended up losing in five sets to ULM 
(25-22, 27-25, 23-25, 26-28, 11-15).

Junior outside hitter Marija Zelenovic 
and Blair Winston led the Trojans with 
22 kills each.

Despite Troy’s seventh 5-set loss of the 
season, two Trojans broke records during 
the game against the Warhawks. 

Senior libero Courtney Cohen had 
39 digs, breaking her own single game 
school record, while freshmen outside 

hitter Symone Shaw had a total of 
nine blocks, the most blocks by a Troy 
freshman.

“Practice makes perfect, I wouldn’t 
have been able to get some of those 
blocks if it weren’t for the constant 
repetitions at practice,” Shaw said.

Another Trojan who shined bright on 
Saturday was junior defensive specialist 
Kelley Curran who had a career-high 20 
digs.

The Trojans took on their rivals the 
South Alabama Jaguars this Wednesday 
at the Trojan Arena at 7 p.m., but due to 

Tropolitan printing deadlines the result 
was not available.

Two more home games follow 
Wednesday’s match when the Trojans 
face Arkansas State on Friday at 7 p.m. 
and UT Arlington on Saturday 7 p.m. with 
a senior night recognition for Courtney 
Cohen and Alexandra Alexander being 
held on Saturday before the game.

“I can’t believe that it is going to be 
senior night on Saturday, seems just like 
yesterday that I was a freshman on the 
court,” Alexander said.

Rough weekend for Volleyball team

Senior Courtney Cohen has continued to add to the dig 
record that she broke earlier in the season against Clemson 
earlier this year, with 412 for the current season.
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