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Moderated debate SGA introduces parking resolution
is set for Monday
center begins.
The lot in front of Alumni Hall
would be strictly for residents of
Trojan Village and Clements Hall.
The lot behind Clements Hall will
be available to commuter nursing
students. The resolutions asks that
nursing students be given a new
black-and-white-striped
parking
sticker.
Commuter nursing students would
be able to park in both commuter
and nursing spots to avoid overflow
on Pell Avenue.

Chase Robinson
Copy editor

Staff Report
The Tropolitan will be
hosting the SGA presidential debate Monday, Feb.
17, at 7 p.m.
The debate will include
the opportunity for students in the audience to
ask the candidates questions.
All students who have

Greeks pair
up to take
on cancer
Valario Johnson
News Editor
Step4Life, an event
group consisting of Tau
Beta Sigma and Kappa
Kappa Psi band Greek organizations, is set to host a
5k run in Troy to support
the fight against leukemia
and the race to find the
cure.
The run is formally a
fundraising event that
helps support the Alabama
chapter of the Leukemia
and Lymphoma Society.
The Step4Life event is
scheduled to start in front
of Smith Hall at 8 a.m.
with registration beginning
at 7:30 a.m. on April 19.
“The 5K is 5 kilometers (or 3.1 miles),” said
Jonathan Steinman, a
junior music education
major from New Hope
and Step4Life 5k event
coordinator.
“The race begins on
University Avenue in front
of Smith Hall and will take
participants around the
Troy University campus,
ending in the same
location.”
Step4Life was first
organized as a step show
that honored a band
student who lost his fight
with leukemia.
“Steven Dobarzynski, a
brother of Troy’s chapter
of Kappa Kappa Psi, was
diagnosed with leukemia
thirteen
years
ago,”
Steinman said.
“Step4Life was started
to raise money for his
medical costs. After his
passing in 2002, we have
continued the annual event
in his honor. Our efforts
help fund life-saving
research, impacting many
lives in Alabama and
across the nation.”
Steinman said that the
event is open to everyone,
including the community,
and all participation in the
5k is encouraged.
There is a registration
fee to participate in the run,
but donations are always
appreciated,
Steinman
said.
To register for the run,
participants are asked
to visit www.runsignup.
com/Race/AL/Troy/
Step4LifeTroy5K.
Steinman said that
the
5k
coordinators,
including himself and Sam
Sizemore, a junior elementary education major from
See Step, page 2
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questions for the candidates can tweet their questions to the Tropolitan
with #tropsgadebate.
Faith Mote, a junior
communication
major
from Pelham, and Matthew Thompson, a sophomore accounting major

A resolution to reorganize parking
for the 2014-2015 school year was
put on docket at Tuesday’s Student
Government Association meeting.
The resolution, if passed, would
try to alleviate parking problems
caused by construction projects
around campus.
If the resolution is approved,
the lot at Sartain Hall would be
available for freshman and upperclassman commuters for the year or
until construction on the recreation

Housing plans
for 2014-2015
See Debate, page 2

See SGA, page 2

Jennifer Carlisle photo

SGA President Cody Farrill holds
current map of campus.

Accounting
students offer
free tax prep
for members
of community
Cassie Gibbs
Staff Writer

Hannah Crews photo

Charles Womble, a sophomore computer science major from Dothan, ascends the
interior steps of Alumni hall, Troy’s only male traditional dorms. Alumni is set for demolition in June, making way for a new, state-of-the-art, co-ed dorm that has an expected
completion date of Aug. 2015.

Kaseri LaSuwaratana
Staff Writer
With a housing controversy
only four months behind it,
Troy University plans to move
forward with the reconstruction
of Alumni Hall.
Alumni Hall, which was
built in 1966, has over 450 bed
spaces and is the largest and
most affordable dormitory for
male students.
Troy University has decided
to begin tearing down the
dorm June 2014 and plans to
complete the reconstruction
of the dorm around the fall
semester of 2015.
According to a statement
from the housing department,
the state-of-the-art dorm will
be four stories high, have
around 280 single-bed suites,
68 double occupancy suites and
even 12 handicapped suites.
Also included will be class
and meeting rooms, a convenience store, areas for a
possible computer lab, laundry
rooms and study rooms. The
dorms construction will total
around $15.6 million and
include around $500,000 of
technology installed.
Due to construction, 16
resident assistants will be cut
with no promise of getting their
job back once the project is
finished, and the female population in Gardener will be
FRIDAY
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Nathan Evans, a junior music education major from
Brewton, converses with the resident assistant on duty.

replaced with the displaced
Alumni residents.
No longer a female dorm,
Gardener will house male
residents as a cheap alternative to more expensive housing
choices.
Not all is a loss as off-campus housing is stepping in to
offer housing during the mass
exodus of dorm-less students.
Apartments and real estate
agents around Troy have been
offering deals for returning
SATURDAY
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students, especially the groups
of students wanting housing
together.
With only 300 spaces
available for all students
returning, the process for
applying to stay on campus
will be even more complicated
because a lot of the available
spaces are reserved for Millennium scholars and incoming
and
current
on-campus
freshmen.
See Housing, page 2
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Troy University is partnering with
the IRS and the Alabama Pike County
Extension Office to help provide free
tax preparation for members of the
community through a national program
known as Volunteer Income Tax
Assistants.
Created about 35 years ago, VITA
offers free income tax preparation to
those with lower-to-moderate incomes
starting around $52,000 per year and
senior citizens as well.
This is VITA’s second year in Troy.
Dena Mitchell, an Assistant Professor
in the accounting department of Sorrell
College of Business, says that this
program is extremely beneficial to the
accounting students who volunteer.
“I was a VITA volunteer when I was
an accounting student,” Mitchell said.
“It was extremely valuable to me and
I wanted the students here to have the
same experience.”
Students who volunteer with VITA gain
work experience to add to their resume,
hands-on experience with preparing tax
returns and using the tax return software
and community service through the
volunteer part of the program.
Accounting students typically have
taken or are taking tax I: individual
income tax to prepare for this program,
though anyone can volunteer for this
program.
They are required to pass a VITA certification course and test to be qualified to
prepare tax returns.
Either Mitchell or the site coordinator
reviews every return after each session is
over in order to prevent error.
If demand requires, these hours may be
revised for a later time or weekends may
become available for sessions.
Tax preparation sessions will be
available until April 15.
If anyone wishes to take advantage of
these tax preparation sessions, they need
bring a W-2 form (for those who have
earned wages throughout the year), any
interest statement received from their
bank, and the 1098-T form if they are a
student.
This form is a record of the student’s
tuition cost, shows any scholarships or
loans given to the student, and can be
found on Trojan Web Express.
“I really encourage people to use this
service. We’ve talked to a lot of taxpayers
who have paid a lot of money to have
simple returns prepared. If you can get it
done for free, why not take advantage of
it?” Mitchell said.
The tax preparation sessions are
located at the Alabama Extension Office,
located at 306 South Three Notch Street.
The hours of these sessions are Monday-Thursday from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m.
If you would like to volunteer for
VITA, please contact Dena Mitchell.
She can be reached at 334-670-5764 or
dsmitchell@troy.edu.
TUESDAY
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SGA,

continued from page 1

“Students in the nursing program especially must be given adequate space to
park for safety,” said SGA President Cody
Farrill, a senior political science major
from Panama City Beach, Fla.
The lot north of the stadium would be
restricted to commuter freshmen. The
parking lot at the Trojan Arena will be
open to freshmen and commuters.
The lot by the softball field and the
Elm Street gym would be designated as
overflow parking.
The resolution asks for shelters to be
built at the stadium lot, the Trojan Arena lot
and the Elm Street lot, and a shuttle would
run a circuit including these parking lots
and the quad every 15 minutes to transport
students to and from campus.
“We’re hoping this also makes the university realize that the shuttle system
needs to be improved,” Farrill said.
The resolution calls this a temporary
solution, and it encourages the administration to look for places to build a parking
deck.
“By doing this we’re putting the ball in
their court for one final time, and if that
doesn’t happen, we’re going to ask for a
parking structure,” Farrill said.
The resolution, sponsored by Matthew
Thompson a sophomore accounting major
from Wetumpka and the SGA’s finance coordinator, should be voted on at the next
meeting.
According to Farrill, the resolution for
the $125 fee to help build a new recreation
center was presented to the student affairs
committee of the board of trustees.
“It was received very well,” Farrill said.
The recreation center resolution will
now go to the finance committee of the
board of trustees.

Grant aids Janice Hawkins Park

Hannah Crews photo

Janice Hawkins park recently received an upgrade with the addition of the amphitheater. The park was
proposed to give the campus more green space on campus. A $5,000 grant from the Choctawhatchee, Pea
and Yellow Rivers Watershed Management Authority will help Troy University eliminate invasive species of
plants in the Janice Hawkins Park. These efforts will span over 15 acres on the Troy campus. Authority executive
director Barbara Gibson and authority board member Alan Boothe presented the check to Mark Salmon, Troy
University’s Physical Plant director, Jack Hawkins Jr., chancellor of Troy University, and James Bookout, senior
vice chancellor for finance and business affairs.

Debate

continued from page 1

from Wetumpka, are the candidates running for the position of SGA president.
Both Thompson and Mote said they are excited for
the debate and look forward to seeing students come
out to hear about the issues at Troy University they’re
passionate about.
“I think debates such as these provide students with
an amazing opportunity to hear the candidates speak
and learn a little more about their platforms,” Mote said.
“The president is a voice for the student body so it
is important to make an educated decision on who to
vote for. Ultimately, it’s about who the students think is
more qualified and who will work the hardest to let their
voices be heard.”
Both plan to continue the progress on the new recreation center, a project of current president Cody Farrill, a senior political science major from Panama City
Beach, Fla.
Mote assisted Farrill in the preliminary stages of the
recreation center.
Thompson plans to push the progress forward on the
recreation center so that it is completed in a ‘reasonable
manner,’ as said in Thompson’s platform.

Step

continued from page 1

Geneva, encourage prospective
runners to register early.
In addition to the 5k, Step4Life
will also be hosting its annual step
show that showcases step teams
from colleges and universities
around the southeast. Each year
since the inception of the step
show, step teams have gathered in
Crosby Theater to both compete
and raise awareness, which
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If elected, Mote wants to make herself more available to students by creating a blog where she will keep
students up to date on current projects she and the SGA
are working on.
“I want to be a president of the people,” Mote said
“My door will always be open and my lunch hours will
be posted in order for students to come meet me at any
time. If a student sees me on campus I want them to feel
comfortable stopping me and talking about anything
they see fit.”
“Each and every aspect of my platform is very pivotal
in its own way,” Thompson said. “If elected, I expect
to see the different parts of my platform, from a parking solution to the continuation of the plans for a health
and wellness center, move in a way that will positively
progress Troy University.”
Thompson wants to push the parking issue more if
elected by utilizing the on and off shuttle system and
possibly work to get rural lots built around campus.
Like Mote, Thompson wants to help the student body
to realize they have a voice on campus and he wants to
have a student-provided ‘problem of the month,’ where
students can leave comments in the Student Involvement office and the senate will choose a problem to address each month.
He also wants to continue SGA’s open-door policy.
Thompson’s platform contains a dining initiative in

Steinman said exemplifies the true
purpose of Step4Life.
The Step4Life step show will
also take place on April 19, at 7
p.m. in Crosby Theater in Smith
Hall.
Steinman said that informational pamphlets concerning leukemia
and lymphoma will be available at
both events.
To keep up with the latest
details and pertinent information
concerning both the 5k and the
step show, visit the Step4Life 5k
page on Facebook.

which he wants to change the hours of the Trojan Center and Trojan Dining along with providing students
with healthier options.
“I am expecting this to be an opportunity for Faith
and myself to explain in further detail our campaigns
and how we both look forward to progressing the Troy
University community,” Thompson said.
Thompson believes Troy is in a critical stage of progress and while former president Will Thompson and
current president Farrill have both laid ‘outstanding’
foundations for such progress, he feels he is capable for
building on such foundations for a better Troy.
“I am running for SGA President because I am truly
passionate about serving the student body,” Mote said.
“The student’s have a voice, they just need someone
who is willing to listen and advocate for what they want.
I want to be that person. I want to build relationships
with the students on this campus and bridge the gap between the students, the SGA and the administration. I
am not seeking office to promote my own agenda, but
to promote the needs and wants of Troy University’s
students.”
The debate will also include the opportunity for students in the audience to ask the candidates questions.
The Tropolitan would like to ask the students who are
interested in asking candidates questions, to tweet the
questions with the hashtag #tropsgadebate.

Housing

continued from page 1

Renewing the housing contract online is no
longer an option. Paperwork can only be filled
out in the housing office in Shackelford Hall
Room 100 during set days.
According to an email sent out by the housing
department March 1 is the deadline for entering
freshman housing applicants. Between March 6
and 14 these freshmen will be assigned.
April 14-15 students with 30-59 hours will
be assigned if space permits or wait-listed
if it does not.

April 16-17 students with 60 or more hours
will be assigned if space permits or wait-listed
if it does not.
Sara Jo Burks, assistant director of housing
and residence life, does give the option to be
wait-listed.
“Students who cannot be housed will have
the option to join a wait list and will be notified
when space becomes available, although we
estimate it will be late July before those determinations can be made,” Burks said.
The housing office is in Shackelford 100 and
is open on school days between the hours of 8
a.m. and 5 p.m.
Contact housing at (334) 670-3347.

Arts & Entertainment
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Valentine’s Day for the everyman
Nikki DeRidder
Staff Writer
This Valentine’s Day there are many activities anyone
can do for themselves or someone else.
“My plan is to Skype my boyfriend and maybe watch
a movie with some friends,” said Amanda Branson, a
sophomore marine biology major from Cape Coral, Fla.
“I’m ordering my wife gifts from Amazon,” said
Chad Down, a junior marketing major from Santa Rose
Beach, Fla.
“I’m not sure what I’m going to do on Valentine’s
Day,” said Thao Ho, a senior international business
major from Vietnam, “I think I’ll just stay home, watch
a movie and have some good food.”
Branson is in a long distance relationship, Downs is
married and Ho is single. These three students represent
the majority of the student relationship demographics at
Troy University.
Here are some activities that anyone can enjoy regardless of their relationship status.
One of the most observed Valentine’s pastimes is
watching a romantic movie, and there are a few coming
out this Valentine’s Day.
“Winter’s Tale” is a romantic drama, including time
travel, where a burglar falls in love with an heiress as
she dies in his arms. Then he discovers his gift of reincarnation and tries everything to save her.
Then we have “Endless Love,” advertised as the “best
love story of all time,” which is about a charismatic boy

and a privileged girl who fall in love and start having an
affair while their parents try to keep them apart.
For those who think movies are too cliché, there are
other activities that can be done on Valentine’s Day,
such as crafts and recipes for loved ones, friends or for
the individual.
The sources for different crafting projects are endless.
Pinterest, for example, has craft ideas for all ages. Some
of which are the folding stick Valentine’s card, pink
cereal bars, Valentine’s Day s’mores, Valentine’s Day
cheer cookies, Valentine’s floats and many more.
Here are other clever ideas for anyone to do for Valentine’s Day.
A neat craft idea is personalizing jewelry or a cookie
box with pictures of loved ones to hold a special gift
or treat. Another cool idea is making customized photo
stationary for a card or letter to a loved one.
For those whose loved ones live far away, there is
a website called care2.com that is useful for sending
humorous greetings.
Care2.com is a social networking website for activism
and green living, and the e-cards on the site generate
free donations to “great” organizations.
There are so many ways to spend Valentine’s Day.
Keep in mind that it is a day of love, not only for others,
but for the individual as well.
Just remember, after Valentine’s Day, all of the candy
goes on discount at Wal-Mart.

Universal Studios Inc.

“Endless Love” is coming out in theatres this
week, and it features two lovers who are torn
apart by parents who don’t want them to be
together.

Baking Bad: Valentine’s
Cheer Cookie Jar
To Prepare the Jar:

a quart-sized wide mouth jar
1 1/3-cups flour
1-teaspoon baking powder
1-teaspoon baking soda
1/4-teaspoon salt
1-cup oats
3/4-cup Valentine’s colored M&M’s
3/4-cup chocolate chips
1/2-cup brown sugar
1/2-cup white sugar
Whisk the flour, baking powder, salt, and baking soda in a bowl then add into the jar
compacting it down. Then add the other ingredients in the order they are in on the
list above making sure to compact them down.
CC photo courtesy of Selena N.B.H. on Flickr Then attach a label or gift tag with the following information on how to prepare the
cookies. Then simply decorate the jar and it is ready to go.
Floral wreath made out of multiple colors of felt into a heart. This is one
of the many crafts that couples could do during Valentine’s Day. This is
simple enough to make with minimal supplies, and it’s a cheap gift alter- To Bake:
native.
Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
Stir dry ingredients in a large bowl and add:
1/2-cup butter almost melted
1 slightly beaten egg
1-teaspoon vanilla extract
Combine thoroughly
Roll into 1 1/2 inch balls
Bake for 10-15 minutes

Store-bought love is
not true love; get crafty
Kianna Collins
Assistant Arts and Entertainment Editor

This Valentine’s Day people are going to give each other gifts, take each other out
to dinner and engage in other cliché activities.
While typical, it’s still thought of as a nice sentiment, but there are different things
to do on this day to celebrate romance.
Maybe a simple picnic indoors, or outdoors if you like rain, would suffice. Cooking
a successful meal is satisfying, and sharing it with a significant other would be even
more so.
Another idea is actually cooking the meal with a significant other. If both parties
cook, it’ll be that much more satisfying to eat.
Valentine’s Day gifts can range from expensive to really expensive, so, if money is
tight, making gifts is an alternative. Giving a significant other a handmade gift is sure
to make them either laugh or embrace the creator of the gift.
If both parties of a relationship forgot that Valentine’s Day even happens this
weekend, they can challenge each other to a 30-minute craft race. The gift can only
be made from objects around the house, which really opens up a creative door.
A bouquet of flowers are nice, but making one is even nicer. Take a detour from the
flower stand in Wal-Mart and go to the garden center.
Flowers are grown in abundance there, and there are plenty of options just for that
special someone.
Building a pillow fort can be viewed as a children’s hobby, but it also makes for a
secluded entertainment center. It’s better than going to a crowded movie theater.
Another childlike thing to do is play games that include the ground being lava or
not letting a balloon touch the ground. It seems ridiculous, but it can end in laughter
and nostalgia.
If either of you are writers, finding humorous writing prompts online at websites
such as seventhsanctum.com or languageisavirus.com. Try to outdo each other in a
hilarious, yet coherent way.
Some movies have romantic scenes that are someone’s favorite, so trying to reenact
that scene could be hilarious, even more romantic, or just plain ridiculous.
Spontaneous trips to places you’ve never been can also turn Valentine’s Day into a
different experience.
Those who are feeling adventurous in Troy can take one of the many mysterious
turns off Highway 231, which – for lack of a better word – appear to be harrowing
detours.
Dancing – really dancing – is something oftentimes removed from the social lives
of couples.
Finding the time to dance together, without “twerking” or “grinding,” can be a refreshing revival of a corrupted social activity.
Take a trip to Troy Pets or go to Montgomery to PetLand to pet puppies in the
stores.
Valentine’s Day doesn’t have to be limited to just one set formula of activities, and
everyone should try their best to please their significant other on this day of love.

Here is a recipe for cookies that can be baked on Valentine’s Day for a loved one.
These cookies feature pink and red M&M’s, in the theme of Valentine’s Day. There
are many ways to interpret this recipe, and many different ways to decorate a jar.
The jar can be personalized to cater to whoever you give the gift to. This recipe is
by blogger Lyndsay Johnson.

CC photo courtesy of Nicole Danielson on Flickr
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Breaks, sprains; cheerleader speaks on sport
Alyse Nelson
Staff Writer
If you’ve never practiced in freezing rain or competed
with a broken hand in a nationwide athletic competition,
then you are probably not one of Troy’s cheerleaders.
Summer Jenkins, a freshman communication major
from Brantley, enlightened us on the difficulties of
being on a team that some do not even consider to be
a sport.
The first trait seen in cheerleading is determination.
“I moved schools because I wanted to cheer,” Summer
said. “The private school I was at you had to wait a
certain age to cheer, so I switched schools.”
This move occurred when she was in second grade.
She has been cheering ever since, adding competitive
gymnastics to her skills during high school.
When asked why she decided to make such a big life
decision at such a young age, Summer said, “I think it
goes with who I am—my personality. I’m bubbly, and
it’s something I’ve always known. It’s just natural with
how I react.”
Another necessity for cheering is dedication. Having
cheered for over a decade before beginning college,
Summer will not be getting a break any time soon.
In addition to individual workouts and training, the
teams must practice together to be able to perform
together.
“As a whole team, we probably spend four to five
hours practicing a week,” Summer said. “Right now
I’m on the co-ed squad. We cheer for football and
basketball.”
The co-ed, or cardinal, squad consists of eight female
and eight male members, while the silver squad consists
of 12 to 14 females. There is also a competition team
that competes for recognition.
All teams spend large amounts of time practicing—
not including time spent at games or traveling to away
games—with the competition team staying on campus
over Christmas break to practice every day.
These practices have been known to be brutal. “If
Sartain isn’t open, we’ve had to go out on the practice

Jennifer Carlisle photo

Summer Jenkins is a freshman communication
major from Brantley currently cheering for Troy.

fields when it’s freezing cold and the grass is wet.”
“That is the hardest part, I would think. You have
to sacrifice so much of your time and there are a lot
of injuries as well. People don’t think you could get
injured doing this, but you can.”
Summer has not received any injuries since her career
started at Troy, but just this year other girls on the teams
have suffered a variety of injuries—one a concussion
from falling, as well as torn hamstrings and even a
broken hand.
Thinking of the flouncy skirts and steady smiles, trips
to the doctor and casts don’t normally come to mind. “A
lot of people don’t see that part—we don’t get credit for
that,” Summer said.
In addition to the many practices a week and possible
pain involved, the cheerleaders also do volunteer activities. “We have little volunteer stuff sometimes,”
Summer said. “Before a game one time we had some of
us take pictures with little kids. Small things like that—
we went to a baseball game once and performed there.”
Take all of these into account and a large portion

of the cheerleaders’ time on and off campus has been
consumed. “I didn’t want to get into something and not
have time for it,” Summer said, explaining the lack of
other extracurricular activities in her schedule. “I’m not
in a sorority. I wanted to focus on my grades; I didn’t
want to be too busy.”
Despite the many sacrifices that must be made to be
involved in cheerleading, Summer agrees wholeheartedly that it is all worth it. “I’ve enjoyed being here a
lot,” she said of her first year at Troy.
There are other rewarding aspects of cheerleading as
well. As a member of the competition team, Summer
traveled with them to Orlando to compete at the end of
January.
Placing fifth in the nation for their division, Summer
said, “This was the first we have been to UCA Nationals
in a pretty good while, and we did really well for our
name going into it.”
“Everyone was worried at first,” said Summer in
reference to the competition. “But it was awesome
being able to go down there and after everything we
had worked for. I was an alternate as a freshman, so I
mainly got to watch this amazing team.”
It was during this competition that one of the girls
performed with a broken hand. “She was a bottom
layer, so she had girls on her shoulders and had girls
being thrown up to her. We have some tough girls that
could do that,” she said of her teammate.
Head cheerleading coach, Tiffany Chandler, agrees
with Summer regarding the team’s performance this
year. “I feel like they’ve done a good job representing
the university,” she said.
With cheer being a year-round responsibility, the
members are now preparing for spring tryouts, a process
that must be repeated every year for current members
and hopefuls.
“We’re getting ready for tryouts again,” Summer
said. “Then we’ll just jump back into competition.
That’s what I’m excited for—hopefully a good year in
cheerleading.”

Contributed photo

Brent Hammett, friend to many Trojans, passed away unexpectedly on
Feb. 2, funeral arrangements are scheduled for Feb. 14 in Arlington, Va.

Assigned to ‘better post’
Tabitha Mixon
Editor-in-Chief

Brent Hammett passed away unexpectedly the morning of Sunday Feb. 2, 2014,
in Montgomery. That day his Facebook
wall was overcome with posts of “rest in
peace” and “we miss you.”
Hammett lived in Troy for two years
working as an air traffic controller for the
Army at KTOI, Troy Municipal Airport.
Brent posted on Facebook on January
23 of a fellow soldier, “This uniform
is not prestigious because it signifies
a freedom fighter, I could just as easily
do my job in civilian attire. We wear
this uniform to honor those that wore it
before us. Spouses, siblings, friends and
mentors have drenched this uniform in
glory. It has been soaked in honor and
smeared in sacrifice. We do not wear this
uniform to represent ourselves, we wear
this uniform to carry on the legacy that
those before us created. I respect this
uniform because you wore it before me.
You have not fallen, you were simply
assigned a better post.” Now this holds
true for himself.
While growing up in Frederick, Md.,
Brent developed a passion for theater at
a young age. He played Jafar in his high
school play, “Aladdin,” among many
other starring roles.
His girlfriend, Danielle Coleman from
New York spoke fondly of him.
“He was the most genuine person you
could ever imagine; he was someone that
valued human interaction more than any
person I’ve ever met,” Coleman said.
“If you were with him he was the type
of person that you couldn’t have your
cellphone out because he just wanted to
focus on the person in front of him. He
was really special in that sense.”
During their long distance relationship,
she said she was really blessed to have
spent time with him the weekend before
he passed.
Patrick Johnson, his roommate in
Troy, said that Brent was “joyful and
just the most outgoing fun loving
video game addict.”

Contributed photo

SPC Brent Hammett pictured
meeting Sergeant Major Chandler
of the Army.

“He was also a really great salsa dancer,
he taught me which is funny because I’m
a dancer,” Coleman said. “Whenever we
would go out, we would use fake accents
and he would always go Australian just
to have fun and interact with people. It
would take meeting a normal person into
a really fun adventure.”
He enjoyed playing Ultimate Frisbee,
cooking, watching movies and playing
games with his friends. “He would
always make witty remarks to other
players,” Heidi Collier, a senior psychology major from Nashville, Tenn., said.
“He was the type of guy who was always
up for an enjoyable time, and added a
free spirit when he was present. The Troy
Ultimate team is different without him,
he will be missed.”
Coleman mentions that he was competitive and led an active life, which
included volunteering at McClelland’s
Zoo in Banks and serving in the US
Army.
Brent’s brother, Ridge, reminisced
about the sound of his laughter. He said,
“Eternity could never outlast the love we
had for one another for the last 21 years.”
The wake is scheduled for today,
Thursday Feb. 13, from 3-5 p.m. in
Frederick, Md. The funeral will be
at the Arlington National Cemetery
in Arlington, Va. at 9 a.m. on Friday,
Feb. 14.

Sudoku

Last week’s Sudoku answers

How to play:
Simply fill in the blank spaces with the
numbers 1 to 9. Every row, column and 3-by-3
box must contain all nine digits with no number
repeated. The Sudoku puzzle consists of 81
squares divided into nine 3-by-3 blocks. Some
of the squares already have numbers in them.
To solve a Sudoku puzzle you have to use the
numbers 1 to 9 to fill in the blank spaces so that
each row, each column and each 3-by-3 square
has all the numbers 1 to 9 appearing once.
Some puzzles are quite simple to solve while
others are very tricky.
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Students chat with representatives from different apartment complexes and housing units at the second annual off-campus housing fair in the Trojan
Center Ballrooms Wednesday. This year’s fair featured 11 vendors from the Troy area.

Students pursue other living arrangements
Ngoc Vo
Staff Writer

On-campus residents totaling 325
students will be on the hunt for new
homes for the fall semester due to the
Alumni Hall renovations.
“The figure (available campus living
spaces) changes on the daily basis as
room assignments and cancellation are
made,” said Sara Jo Burks, the assistant
director of housing.
Burks said that the remodel will last
for 12-18 months and will take away 450
beds that are currently in use.
In response, the housing department
facilitated an off-campus housing fair
on Wednesday where students browsed
through tables of potential housing
providers.
Not all of the students in attendance
were negative about the possibilities of
change in housing situations.
Logan Brown, a freshman music
education major from Panama City, Fla.,
attended the fair knowing that he will be
affected by the remodeling.
Brown has been living in Alumni for

one year. He said because he has already
taken 30 credit hours, he would have to
wait until April to be wait-listed.
“I’m getting an apartment,”said Brown.
“If it ends up cheaper, I’m gonna stay
off campus for the
long run. I prefer to
live in an apartment
because I will have
my own room and
bathroom, my own
space and security is
the same.”
Brown said the
only priority for him
is that the apartment
has to be pre-furnished, because he
does not have any
furniture.
“I
hope
that
students will take the opportunity to see
all the available options,” said Burks.
“They should make plans and consider
their choices with their family. The
housing office is doing everything we
can to get the needed information out as
soon as possible.”
Of the 11 vendors present at the fair,

many of them are competing for students’
business.
Sabrina Tate, community assistant for
The Pointe at Troy, said it is cheaper to
stay off campus and students can have
their own kitchen.
“As regard to
security,” said Tate,
“crime can happen
anywhere you go.
Certain off campus
housing complexes
are as safe as on
campus.”
The Pointe is
a
secure
gated
community with a
wheel-lock
zone.
Key
cards
are
required to get
into the complex,
according to Tate.
Similarly, The Grove has patrons and
magnetic key fobs are required to open
its gate.
The edge @Troy offers a waived $150
registration fee which expires on March
12. Students still have to pay the $50
application fee. Prices starts at $505

places that we are unable to trace. Some
people truly have a fear of something that
will never happen to them, and has never
happened to anyone before.
“I’m afraid of the monsters and
villains from horror films,” said Kelsey
Barcomb, a sophomore journalism major
from Southside.
“Like the Saw movies. I feel like I’ll
be walking down the street and they are
going to attack me.”
James Sherry, a professor of French
studies in the Foreign Languages
department described his fear could be
classified as Technophobia.
“I’m afraid of new technology,” Sherry
said “I see a cell phone or try to use these
new computers, and I get so nervous I
freeze up.”
Some of the more modern day phobias
include Selfiephobia, fear of taking a
photograph of oneself otherwise known
as a “selfie”; Expiraphobia, fear of
forgetting to renew a domain name;
Stretchophobia, fear of doing yoga;
Phobicphobia, fear of people with
phobias and Threadaphobia, fear of
commenting on a story.

your phobia in the face can help you to get
comfortable with it.
The third principle is to actually realize
your fear. Most fears are not as bad as
expected when they actually occur.
The fourth principle is to determine your
progress by how far you can go in or with
your phobia, not by how you feel.
The fifth principle is to have an
accountability partner who will push you to
continue when you get stuck or cannot force
yourself to go further in facing your phobia.
The six, and last, principle is to see that
sometimes the very thing that you fear, will
give you the most satisfaction when actually
accomplished.
It seems that there is a little something
for everyone when it comes to phobias. Out
Hannah Crews photos
of all of these things it seems reasonable to Emily Crisp, a sophomore nursing
think that the only phobia most should have major from Prattville tries to sleep
is Phobophobia – a fear of fear itself.
with the closet door open.

The remodel
will take 12-18
months and will
take away 450
beds that are
currently in use.

for a 3 bedroom unfurnished apartment
included utility,
The Pointe at Troy waives application
fee until March 11, $420 for 4 bedroom
and sign up for $250 visa gift card
Porter properties including University Corners, Bradford Court and Village
Apartments also offers special deals
when you contact its offices, the price
does not include electricity.
“If you living off-campus, it’s easier
to sign one paperwork and pay one
bill rather than go pay for everything
separately,” said Dustin Davis, a senior
broadcast journalism major from Dothan.
You don’t have to worry about all those
extra steps.” Davis has been living at The
Pointe at Troy for a year, after moving
from a Gibb Street apartment.
Aleeza Kempton, a sophomore
undecided major from Santa Rosa beach,
Fla. attended the fair and said she had
one major requirement for her new offcampus home.
“I just want to lie out at the pool,”
Kempton said.
Kempton has been living Newman
center for a year.

Trojans talk illogical fears, phobias
Jamie Bennett
Contributor

Sometimes with fear, the little things
get to us.
Troy students and faculty were
interviewed on Troy’s campus this
week exposing their illogical fears. Of
the students interviewed the responses
varied including: couch cushions, the
word “moist,” snakes, cotton balls, the
dark, the color orange, homelessness and
others.
Jade DoBynes, a freshman athletic
training major from Hoover said that
although she tries, she just couldn’t get
over her fear.
“I’m severely afraid of sleeping with
the closet door open,” DeBoynes said. “I
will sit there and stare at it all night until
it gets closed.”
Having an illogical fear means that you
are afraid or disturbed by something that,
quite possibly, would never happen or
something that doesn’t affect you at all.
Michael Jennings, a psychology major
from Sylacauga, said that he had a friend
who had a “purely illogical” fear.
“He was afraid of the color orange,”
Jennings said. “Not only was he afraid of
the color, he was afraid of orange fruits
as well.”
Jennings said that he did not understand
his friends fear saying that the color
orange really does not have the power
to hurt anyone. He said that he probed
trying to understand “something that was
orange triggered this unconscious fear.”
“A lot of fears come from past
experiences or it could be biological. It
could be social. We actually get a lot of
our fears psychologically. We see our
parents afraid of something and we also
become afraid of something.”
He said that sometime we see others
fearing, and follow along.
Jennings mentioned that he fears
suffocation. He said that his asthma is
the main source of that fear and that he
would classify it as a psychological fear.
Many irrational fears derive from past
experiences while some fears arise from

“I’m afraid
of new
technology.”
According to The National Institute
of Mental Health, it is estimated that
between 5-12 percent of all Americans
have some type of phobia.
In an article on psychologytoday.
com, Fredric Neuman, M.D. gives six
principles that can be used to overcome
fears.
The first principle is to practice your
phobia in a public place, where you can
observe people doing or being around
your phobia without struggling.
The second principle is to realize
that overcoming a phobia takes a lot of
time and repetition. Continuing to stare
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Judging others
based on vices
Kelsey Vickers
Perspectives Editor

Seth Nicholson

Trojan spirit lacking with students

We should portray a sense of pride for our future alma mater
Kelley Curren

Dear Troy Students,
Stop wearing Auburn and
Alabama attire around campus.
It is extremely insulting to the
school that you currently attend to
wear another college’s logo.
If you want to be at Auburn or
Alabama, go there.
Otherwise, appreciate the school
that’s giving you an opportunity to
better yourself.
Troy, not Alabama or Auburn,
accepted you and is allowing you to
earn a degree.
Perhaps it’s because of the lower
tuition or the majors offered, but
whatever the reason you still ended
up at Troy and have been given
the opportunity to receive a higher
education here.
It’s not just the Auburn and
Alabama stuff either, it’s the Florida
and Georgia and even Mississippi
gear too.
As a Texan, I have strong loyalties
to my fightin’ Texas Aggies and also
to my dad’s alma mater, the Arizona
State Sun Devils.
However, the minute I signed with
Troy, all the T-shirts from A&M,
ASU, and even Rice and University
of Houston (as I am from Houston
and attended all their volleyball
camps) got pushed to the back of the
closet and later sold in a garage sale.
I am a Trojan through and through,

and I hate that people always assume
I’m either an Alabama or Auburn
fan.
For example, when my team
was flying to Texas to play UTA
and Texas State a man on the plane
asked, “So, are you Auburn or
Alabama?”
Mind you, I was fully decked out
in Troy volleyball gear at the time.
I said, “I’m a Troy fan,” and
hinted at my shirt.
So he replied with, “Yeah, but
like, what about for football?”
And I said again, “I’m a Trojan,”
meaning I am a Troy Trojan for
every sport no matter what.
It is extremely frustrating that
thanks to our own insistence, there
are only two colleges that exist in
Alabama, to outsiders and even the
majority of Alabamians.
For some reason, Troy is considered second rate.
And I get it. It’s the same in Texas
when you compare Texas A&M and
University of Texas to schools like
Texas Christian University or Texas
Tech or University of Houston.
The difference is, when you walk
onto TCU, Texas Tech, or the University of Houston campuses, you
don’t see people wearing UT and
A&M colors.
Maybe UT was a student’s first
choice, but they didn’t get in so
they had to go to the University of
Houston instead.
But even though that person was

Say

WHAT?

disappointed, they still appreciate
the University of Houston and are
full-blown University of Houston
Cougars now.
Let’s make it our mission as
Trojans to come together and stop
considering Troy a second rate
university.
Let’s show off our Trojan pride
and show the world we can and do
compete with Alabama and Auburn.
Baseball has proven that time and
time again, and softball and volleyball have put up one heck of a fight
year after year with that elusive
victory just around the corner.
So the next time you think about
putting on that Bama cap or that
Auburn hoodie, consider that you
are supporting a school that you
don’t even go to, a school that your
university competes against and is
one of your in-state rivals.
Your money, your time, and all
your effort is spent at Troy.
Wouldn’t it make sense to respect
the school you are giving four years
of your life to?
Take pride in your university and
its accomplishments and wear the
name of the school you actually pay
tuition to on your chest instead.
Be proud to be a Trojan and, at the
very least, be thankful to the university that is giving you a chance to
excel in the real world.
We truly are Trojans one and all.

As I was scrolling
through my news feed
on Facebook recently,
I realized that there’s a
pattern becoming quite
apparent with the people
I’m friends with.
Among the pseudophilosophers, the political
argument instigators and
the cat-lovers, one thing
is the same in a lot of
what I’m seeing being
posted—judgment.
We tend to judge
people on nearly everything from the clothes
they wear to the people
they hang out with, even
to what they choose to
do every day in their
personal lives.
We’re all guilty of
talking about others
behind their backs and
either making fun or
making judgments about
them based on their
actions.
However, there has
to be a line drawn
somewhere.
One part of the
problem is that it seems
that far too many individuals are putting their
business out there for the
whole world to see and
hear.
Not everyone necessarily needs to know what
you did last night or who
you did it with.
Naturally, with
everyone sharing their
business with everybody
else, people will talk.
We all find every
little thing we can judge
someone else for.
We’ve been accepting
this kind of behavior for
far too long now.
What bothers me specifically is the judgment
of others’ vices that
people tend to have.
I don’t know a single
person who doesn’t have
at least one vice.
We all have at least one
thing we do that we know
isn’t good for us but we
do it anyway.
Some people sleep

around, some drink too
much, some smoke cigarettes, and some curse
like sailors.
The list goes on and
on.
Something that a lot
of people don’t keep in
mind is that morality
differs with everyone.
What one person may
think is immoral, another
person may not see harm
in it.
It’s not really fair to
judge someone else for
their actions because it’s
not your problem, in all
actuality.
Some people actually
feel that their vices
benefit them.
Regardless of whether
vices benefit them is
irrelevant, because the
problem is that other
people think they know
what’s best for everyone
else.
That’s not to say that
there aren’t some vices
out there that people
engage in far too often.
Some of these can end
in harm to their wellbeing, but I digress.
However, habit differs
from addiction and
although the line is fine,
it’s there.
Likewise, there’s
also a fine line between
pointing out a person’s
vices because of concern
and pointing them out
purely in judgment.
I’ve just been noticing
a lot of people lately sort
of putting themselves in
the “holier than thou”
category, and I think we
all need to remember that
everyone is on their own
personal journey through
life.
Everyone makes their
own decisions in life and
no one is entitled to judge
others for that.
We’re not perfect and
we can’t expect anyone
else to be.
In the words of Jesse
Jackson, “Never look
down on anybody unless
you’re helping them up.”

The Tropolitan asked a random sampling of
students the following question:

“A good SGA president
should always be 100% honest
and trustworthy. Without
those things it would be a very
difficult to gain support for
anything.”
– Kaley Mills, a junior
environmental science major
from Panama City, Fla.

What characteristics does a
good SGA president need?

“Definitely good hair.”
–The Tropolitan

“A good SGA President
needs to be a strong leader with
inventive and logical ideas for our
issues.”
– Hannah Damron, a senior
music industry major from
Union Springs

Editorial Policies
As Troy University’s official student
newspaper, the Tropolitan strives to serve
student interests. The Perspectives page
is an outlet for Tropolitan editors to question university policies that do not benefit
Troy’s students, praise those that do and
call attention to national and state issues
that relate to students.
Editorials stand as the official, corporate
opinion of the Tropolitan. Our opinions
are not influenced by campus organiza-

tions or societies, university administration or political parties. The first copy of
the Tropolitan is free to any student or
employee of Troy University. Each additional copy costs $1.
Guest Columns
The Tropolitan encourages students,
faculty and staff at Troy University to
express opinions in a guest column of
500-700 words. Dissenting opinions are

welcomed, but all expressions are the sole
opinion of their author and do not reflect
the beliefs of the Tropolitan.
Letters to the Editor
The Tropolitan welcomes letters from
students, faculty, staff and non-Troy affiliated persons. Dissenting opinions and
corrections are welcomed.
The Tropolitan does not exclusively
print letters favorable to the newspaper.

Letters to the editor must be signed by
the author, and a phone number must be
included.
All submissions must be word-processed
and emailed to the Tropolitan by 5 p.m.
on Monday. All submissions may not be
published.
Submissions bashing groups or individuals on the basis of race, gender, age, ethnic group, orientation or religious belief
will not be printed.

The Troy University Tropolitan
Troy University’s
Student Newspaper
103 Wallace Hall
Troy, Alabama 36082
tropolitan@gmail.com
www.TropNews.com

Editor-in-Chief
Tabitha Mixon

Perspectives Editor
Kelsey Vickers

Cartoons
Seth Nicholson

Business Manager
Whitney Butler

A&E Editor
Zach Winslett

News Editor
Valario Johnson

A&E Assistant Editor
Kianna Collins

Copy Editors
Laura Hutto, Jane Morrell,
Chase Robinson

Assistant News Editor
Karli Mauldin
Sports Editor
Jill Odom

Features Editor
Emily Jackson
Photo Editor
April Irvin

Staff Writers
Ngoc Vo, Josh Williams, Lindsey
Schoewe, Alyse Nelson, Megan
Phillips, Madison Griggs, Faith
Karwacki, Tatiannah Clarke,
Kateryna Kunitsyna, Amy
Austin, Ryan Lee, Taylor Foxx

Photographers
Jennifer Carlisle, Caitlin Collins,
Hannah Crews, Caleb Hicks,
Brittany Jennings
Graphic Design Editor
Carson Brown
Ad Sales
Kira Oliver
Web Master/Social Media
Joshua Thurston
Adviser
Steve Stewart

Sports

Sports@tropnews.com | Page 7

February 13, 2014

Softball hits season off at new stadium
Megan Phillips
Staff Writer

The 2014 Troy University softball
team started off strong but the game
ended in a 5-5 tie against the Auburn
Tigers due to heavy rain in front of a
home crowd in the newly completed stadium on Thursday, Feb. 6.
“It is very disappointing for us,” said
head coach Melanie Davis. “You never
want a game to end in a tie. I am very
pleased with some of the positives, and
we had some quality at-bats. I really feel
that we had Auburn on the ropes, and
we could have pushed a little harder and
maybe not even been in this circumstance.”
The season opener against Auburn
was an immediate testament to the Lady
Trojans’ batting skills as junior third
baseman Michelle Phelps hit a grand
slam for her first at-bat with Troy in the
bottom of the first, giving the Trojans an
early lead over the Tigers.
However, the Tigers played catchup
towards the end of the game, scoring
four points at the top of the sixth.
A three-run home run by Auburn’s
junior catcher McKenzie Kilpatrick
helped propel them to a tied position.
Immediately following the Auburn
Tigers, Troy didn’t have time to rest as
the next day, Friday, Feb. 7, marked the
beginning of the 2014 Subway Invitational hosted on the Trojan’s home turf.
In game one, Troy fell to Northwestern State in a devastating 7-1 loss, in
which Troy was the early scorer. It
became clear in the second inning that
they would not be able to hold on to that
early lead due to the fact junior pitcher
Sarah Thomas gave up five runs in 2.1
innings.
The Trojans also struggled to get hits
off the Lady Demons’ pitcher, only getting three hits in the entire game.
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Junior pitcher Jaycee Affeldt recorded 15 consecutive outs against
Auburn before coming out in the sixth inning. The game ended in a 5-5
tie after being called due to the rain. The team went on to shut out two
opponents during the 2014 Subway Invitational but lost the two others.

Track team prepares for Sun
Belt Conference Championships
Wally Pendergrass
Staff Writer
The track and field team
finished up its schedule
leading to the Sun Belt
Conference Championships this past weekend at
the Samford Multi and Invitational. Several Trojans
posted solid results and
broke into the conference standings for certain
events.
Three Trojans found
their way into the conference standings based
on their results from
the weekend. Freshmen
Dallas Worthy and Taylor
McDonald both set season
best times in the 400-meter
dash. Worthy finished
with a time of 57.44,
which earned her 13th in

the event and McDonald
finished at 59.43 earning
her 40th place in the
event. Those results put
McDonald in at 15th and
Worthy at third in the conference standings for the
400-meter dash.
Sophomore
Julia
Ostendorf placed 12th in
the 5,000-meter run with
a time of 18:21.64. With
that result she moves
into eighth place in the
Sun Belt Conference
Standings in that event.
She also sits in 19th in the
conference in the 3,000meter run. The 4x400-meter relay team of Worthy,
McDonald,
sophomore
Aleeza Kempton and
senior Tiffany Slater may
have finished 20th in the
event but ran a season best

time of 4:00.68, which
moved them into eighth
place in the Sun Belt
Conference.
Head
coach
Jill
Lancaster wants her team
to focus on the upcoming
conference
championships. “We must take
today and improve on it
with solid training over
the next weeks leading
into the Sun Belt Championships. Even though
many
had
improved
efforts, the moral victories
are not enough.”
The Trojans will travel
to Birmingham for the Sun
Belt Conference Championships on Feb. 24-25.
The championships will
be held at the Birmingham
CrossPlex.

Snap

continued from page 8

We didn’t have anything to do with it.
He just stepped up and made the shots.”
Other standout players were junior
forward Kevin Thomas who had 15
points and senior guard Jeff Mullahey
who finished the game with 13 points.
Senior center Josh Warren also contributed 10 rebounds for the Trojans, three of
which were offensive.
The Trojans outrebounded the Jaguars
36-31. Troy shot 46.3 percent from the
field, making 25 of 54, while South

Lady Trojans
continued from page 8

Chanda Rigby to call an early timeout
only two minutes into the game. Troy
bench players, junior guard Aissata
Maiga and freshman guard Chant
Lewis, entered the game following the
30-second break and added an instant
spark, changing the pace of the game to
the point where Troy never lost its lead
again.
“We had a spark off the bench tonight
with Aissata and Chant,” Rigby said.
“Those guards came in, gave us a spark,
and I can’t speak enough about them.”
The win over South Alabama marks

Junior outfielder Erica Davis prevented the game from turning into a shutout
by scoring a solo homer, the first of her
career.
For game two against Kennesaw State
on Saturday, Feb. 8, however, the Trojans were more than prepared as they
walked away with a 5-0 win.
This game was marked by a grand
slam for sophomore catcher Heather
Johnston who accounted for four of the
five scores, all of which occurred during
the bottom of the sixth.
Freshman pitcher Meg Willis followed up, hitting a home run of her
own.
For their third matchup of the Invitational, the Lady Trojans were on fire as
they played again that Saturday against
Memphis, driving themselves to a 9-0
victory, making it the second shut-out in
a row.
“We had another good performance
from our pitcher to get the shutout,” Davis said. “I’m very proud of our gang.”
Troy scored all nine of their points in
the bottom of the fourth. The Trojans
also had solid defense from their sophomore pitcher Ashley Rainey, who didn’t
walk anyone and struck out two during
the five-inning game.
Unfortunately, on Sunday, Feb. 9, as
the Lady Trojans looked to face the University of Alabama in front of a record
crowd of 2,078 spectators, the threepeat eluded them with a heartbreaking
7-1 loss.
Alabama was the first to score in the
top of the third and their senior pitcher
Jaclyn Traina had a total of 14 strikeouts
during the game and held the game to a
three-hitter.
For their next challenge, the Trojans
will travel to Jacksonville, Fla. to play
against Southern Illinois on Friday, Feb.
14 at 11:15 a.m. in the North Florida
Invitational.
Alabama shot 48.3 percent and 45
percent from behind the arc, making 9 of
20.
Troy dominated the second half of the
game by taking the lead within the first
minute and allowed the score to only be
tied four times but never had the lead
stolen from them.
Troy will be back in action tonight in
Bowling Green, as Troy is set to play
Western Kentucky. Tipoff is set for 7 p.m.
and the game will be aired on ESPN3.
The Trojans will be back at home again
on Saturday, Feb. 15, to play Georgia
State at 5 p.m. and this game will be on
ESPN2.

two straight victories over the Jaguars,
dating back to last year’s Sun Belt Conference Tournament, where the Trojans
eliminated the Jaguars. The 25-point
victory by Troy is also ranked as the third
largest victory by either team during their
34-game history.
Troy will try to make it three-in-a-row
on the road this Wednesday, Feb. 12,
against the Western Kentucky Hilltoppers. Tipoff is set for 7 p.m. and will be
the third straight game for Troy against
teams in the top-half of the Sun Belt
rankings. Troy will return to the Trojan
Arena Saturday, Feb. 15, against the
Georgia State Panthers with tipoff slated
for 7:45 p.m.

For exclusive content on the Troy
signees go to tropnews.com
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The track and field team finished up at Samford Multi and Invitational
on Saturday, Feb. 7, at the Birmingham CrossPlex. Several of the women
broke into conference standings during the event. The team is preparing
for the Sun Belt Conference Championships in Birmingham on Feb. 24-25.
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Student-athletes with high GPAs recognized
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Troy’s student athletes were recognized in the Trojan Arena during the halftime of men’s basketball game on Thursday, Feb. 6, for their academic
achievements. Athletes who earned a GPA of 3.00 or above for the fall semester were acknowledged. The distinction of players who maintained a 3.5
during the previous semester is now also noted. During a volleyball game in the fall, the student-athletes will be recognized for the spring semester.

Women’s basketball trounce South Men’s hoops snaps four game losing
Alabama, wins back-to-back games streak against South Alabama
Gabe Sadetsky
Staff Writer
The Lady Trojans basketball team
cruised to a 25-point beat-down of rival
South Alabama Thursday night, Feb. 6,
in Trojan Arena, winning 78-53. The
win caps off a two game winning streak
for Troy and gives the team four wins
out of their last five games.
Senior guard Joanna Harden led both
teams in scoring with 30 points scoring
her 1,000th career point. Harden has
become one of only three all-time
Trojans to go for 1,000 points in only
two years.
Harden has now scored 20-plus in
seven straight games and 30-plus in five
games this season.
The Jaguars came in to the game
leading the conference in 3-point
shooting, but was outmatched by the
Trojans, who shot 8-of-24 from beyond

the arc. Senior guard Brooke Bowie and
Harden went for 12 points each from
three-point land.
They were the only two Trojans to
make 3-point field goal attempts all
evening. Bowie was also the only other
Trojan to end the night shooting in double-figures, finishing with 17 points.
Troy’s defensive presence stayed
strong, forcing 27 Jaguar turnovers
while capitalizing on 17 points off of
them. The Trojan defense also added
eight steals and held South Alabama to
under 40 percent in field goal shooting,
including a six-minute Jaguar shooting
drought in the second half. The 53 points
by South Alabama were the fewest
allowed by Troy all season.
South Alabama went up early on the
Trojans, leading head coach
See, Lady Trojans, page 7
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During the South Alabama game on Thursday, Feb. 6, senior guard
Joanna Harden scored her 1,000th career point and is one of the all-time
three Trojans to ever reach 1,000 points in only two years.

Valentine’s Day Special
Bring this ad in and apply by
March 12 and we’ll waive your
$150 reservation fee!
Don’t take the chance of
missing out on the apartment
that’s right for you, reserve
your new home today!
601 Elm St., Troy, AL 36081
334-403-4007 • leasing@edgeapt.com

www.edgeApt.com

And remember:
“to get any closer...
you’d have to sleep
in class!”

Text
edgeattroy
to 47464
for more info

Amy Austin
Staff Writer

The five-game losing streak was
snapped for the Troy University men’s
basketball team after a conference
victory over South Alabama, 79-74, in a
close game on Thursday, Feb 6.
The Trojans defeated the Jaguars in
a tightly fought game. While South
Alabama led the game by one point after
the first half, Troy came out shooting in
the second half and took the game away
from the Jaguars.
“We needed a win in the worst way,”
said head coach Phil Cunningham. “I
was proud of the guys because they never
slipped one inch in terms of attitude,
work ethic from day to day. They haven’t
slipped any and it’s good to see them get
a win and come in that locker room with
a smile on their face.”
After struggling with scoring free
throws in the past few games, Troy was

able to keep neck and neck with South
Alabama. The Trojans had a final free
throw percentage of 60.6 percent while
the Jaguars only led with 61.5 percent.
Each of Troy’s starters scored at least one
free throw while on the line.
Senior guard Antoine Myers scored
the most free throws making seven out
of his 12 attempts. Troy made 20 out of
33 points at the charity stripe while South
Alabama only had eight out of 13.
Fellow senior guard Hunter Williams
led the team in 26 points for the Trojans
and 21 out of 26 of William’s points
were scored in the final 20 minutes of the
game, which included seven 3-pointers.
“He was something else tonight,”
Cunningham said. “He got it going there
in the second half and made some shots
that I promise you we didn’t draw a play
up.
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Senior guard Hunter Williams scored 26 points and made seven 3-pointers
throughout the game against South Alabama on Thursday, Feb. 6.

