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Draft beer goes to Legislature
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Jamie and Lyndsay Taylor, owners of Sips on the Square in Troy, 
started the movement backed by Pike County commissioners 
to make draft beer legal in Troy and the surrounding areas. 

Higher Ed 
Day a success 
in SGA’s eyes

Devin Smith
Editor-in-Chief of the Cardinal 

Rule
Tashema Alexander

Staff Writer

While students prepare for Spring 
Break next week the Student Govern-
ment Association covered a few different 
topics and also commended the success 
of an SGA related event in the capital last 
week.

On Friday the SGA and Freshman 
Forum along with 2,000 other college 
students from across the state met at the 
Alabama State House to participate in the 
annual Higher Education Day rally.

Higher Education Day gives college 
students the opportunity to directly com-
municate with legislators and other policy 
makers in the state to help promote the 
importance of higher education.

Between the SGA and Freshman 
Forum Troy had large representation of 
the student body in attendance, which 
was something that Secretary Courtney 
Rushing felt made a huge impact.

See SGA, page 2

Ngoc Vo
Staff Writer

The proposal to legalize draft beer sales will 
come to the Alabama Legislature after this 
Saturday, March 8, which is the end of the 
mandatory four-week advertisement, according 
to Rep. Alan Boothe, who sponsored the bill.

“Once (the bill) comes to the Legislature 
and passes,” Boothe said, “it will be sent to 
the governor for his signature. After that it’s 
up to the City Council to enact it and adopt the 
ordinance.”

The passage of the proposal would allow the 
sale of draft and keg beer in the towns, cities and 
unincorporated areas of Pike County.

Jamie and Lyndsay Taylor, the owners of 
wine bar Sips on the Square in Troy, started 

the movement with the backing of Pike County 
commissioners.  The proposal is now sponsored 
by Rep. Alan Boothe and Sen. Bryan Taylor.

Lyndsay Taylor said they had done research 
on the issue for months, but started the legal 
process only three weeks ago.

Before they went to the City Council to seek 
its approval, they made contact with local busi-
nesses, Taylor said. They had collected signa-
tures of more than 300 community members and 
college students who dined in the store. 

 “We wanted to make sure others were on the 
same page as us,” Taylor said. “And everyone 
was very receptive to what we are doing.

It’s easier to pursue the process knowing that 
we have the community’s support.”

See Draft, page 2
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Jorge Solis, a sophomore political 
science major from Pell City, dis-
cusses the success of last Friday’s 
Higher Education Day at the Ala-
bama State House at SGA.

New policy bans pets

Jennifer Carlisle photo
Kirsten Henry, a junior biomedical sciences major from Gurley, 
uses her Apple Macbook Pro laptop for class. All Apple Inc. 
products were updated recently due to a security breach found 
in the operating software of particular products.

Apple Inc. fixes security 
flaw with software update

Cassie Gibbs
Staff Writer

Apple Inc. has fixed a 
security flaw allowing hackers 
access to users information 
through their products. 

Greg Price Sr., chief tech-
nology and security officer 
for Troy University, says 
Apple products using certain 
Apple operating systems were 
affected.

 Apple customers using 
unsecured wireless networks 
were the most susceptible 

to anyone wanting to take 
advantage of the security 
breach. 

There are many variables 
that go into creating a secure 
wireless network. “Chiefly, 
authenticated access, encryp-
tion and ‘hardening’ of the 
wireless device, properly 
updating the Wi-Fi device 
software attribute to a secure 
wireless network,” Price said.

 Anyone willing to take 
advantage of the security flaw 
would have access to many 
different types of informa-
tion about the Apple product 

user, even if the user was on a 
secure website.

“Tests reveal that hackers, 
or anyone with access to the 
wireless network devices, 
were able to capture and view 
the contents of all network 
connections, despite the Apple 
product revealing a secure 
connection,” Price said. “In 
essence any data sent via 
the Apple device, through 
a network connection, was 
available for others to monitor, 
collect and disseminate.”

See Apple, page 2

Valario Johnson
News Editor

Troy University’s Office of 
Student Services plans to im-
plement a new pet policy im-
mediately that would ban all 
pets from core campus areas.

These core campus areas in-
clude the university’s quads, 
academic buildings, intramu-
ral fields and residence halls. 
The policy prohibits pets 
where faculty, staff and stu-
dents travel heavily.

Herbert Reeves, dean of 
student services, said that the 
policy is being set forth to put 
students and staff at ease. 

“We have not had an attack 
[by any pet], but we have had 
people voice their opinions 
about feeling uncomfort-
able around pets on campus,” 
Reeves said. 

Reeves said that students 
and staff would call in to 
complain that they felt under 
attack when dogs that were 
being walked on campus 
grounds would growl at them.

“This, ironically, comes 
into effect around the same 
time that two ladies in Opp 
were attacked by their own 
dogs,” Reeves said. 

Tuesday, it was reported 
that two women were severe-
ly injured by a family mem-

ber’s dogs. The two women 
suffered puncture wounds to 
the neck, arms and ankles. 

As a result, the dogs were 
put down. 

Though Reeves mentioned 
dogs specifically, the policy 
stands for all animals.

 The policy reads that no 
pets of any kind shall be al-
lowed on the core of the cam-
pus or in any building on the 
campus. The exception to this 
policy shall be service dogs 
that are required to assist a 
person while on campus. 

Reeves said that students, 
faculty and community mem-
bers are only allowed to walk 
their pets on the outskirts of 

the campus, which include 
McKinley Drive, Pell Avenue 
and the Arboretum. 

“We are going to do our best 
to give people the opportunity 
to be with their pets, but they 
have to adhere to the policy,” 
Reeves said. 

Those enforcing the new 
policy, the office of student 
services and the squad of se-
curity guards, will offer an 
education period.

Reeves said that he expects 
a 3-4 year education period 
before he expects total com-
pliance.

See Pets, page 2
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Austin Coots, a junior information systems major from Hartselle, and his dog, Luna, relax on Fraternity Row. 

Breach allowed hackers to access users personal information

All pets prohibited from core campus areas
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Draft 
continued from page 1

Taylor said she talked to John Witherington, who rep-
resents Council District 4 and serves as president of the 
City Council. Witherington set up an appointment for 
her to attend a council meeting, where they had an open 
discussion on the subject.

“Our city councilmen were open to talk to constitu-
ents about what we want,” Taylor said. “We have a pro-
gressive City Council and a progressive mayor.”

Taylor was optimistic about the bill, saying it will 
benefit the city as a whole.

“Everyone will see what the big deal is once the bill 
has passed,” Taylor said. “It will not only impact our 
own profitability but also helps to keep some of our 
locals in town, to keep tax dollars here. People don’t 
have to go out of Troy to enjoy draft beer anymore.”

Draft beer is legal in many cities in Alabama, including 
Prattville, Athens, Scottsboro and Montgomery.

“Not only will (draft beer) contribute to the flourish-
ing nightlife in Troy,” said Kimbrlei McCain, a clinical 
mental health graduate student from Chelsea. “It will 
also increase revenues within our community. Changes 
like this really allow the university and the surround-
ing community to come together and benefit from each 
other, especially because beer is now being sold at some 
university sporting events.” 

According to Taylor, the proposal also opens the door 
for other kinds of business and creates opportunities for 
greater variety.

 “I don’t see any downside about it at this this point,” 
Taylor said. “What I would have to think about is the 
initial investment to install the system to sell draft beer. 
But it is not a long-term problem.”

Taylor said one concern voiced by the City Council 

is the underage consumption and overdrinking if draft 
beer is legalized. She stressed that her proposal is only 
applicable for sale on premises.

Boothe also confirms the sales of draft beer under dis-
cussion is “on premises only, not off premises.”

“We understand the reservation,” Taylor said. “But 
it’s the business owners’ responsibility to police and 
manage their draft beer sale properly.”

Boothe said he has not noticed anyone opposed to the 
bill.

“Nobody has called me to complain about this,” 
Boothe said. “The establishments to sell draft beer are 
the ones who will be licensed to do so. They haven’t 
mentioned any problem, so I don’t think there is any 
negative side of (the legalization of draft beer sales).”

According to Taylor, it would be a quick process for 
draft beer to be on sale in Troy. She said the bill can be 
decided on as early as three or four weeks.

Apple
continued from page 1

The security flaw was, essentially, a result of issues 
with two security technologies put into effect in 2012. 

These technologies were used to encrypt the informa-
tion sent out over networks and to validate the identity of 
the recipient of the information. 

“The flaw in the Apple software allowed for monitor-
ing of the data and the possibility for thieves to imper-
sonate legitimate Web-based service providers, given the 
proper access to insecure wireless networks,” Price said.

Price said that using an insecure Wi-Fi connection for 
communications with sensitive information is never a 
good idea. 

Even with this new system update for Apple products, 
the threat of others gaining access to personal informa-
tion is real. 

Price also said everyone should take advantage of any 
updates available for software. “Security vulnerabilities 
are discovered daily, the vendor patches are a solid effort 
to minimize threats,” Price said.

 Jacob Isdell, a junior history major from Pell City, 
said Apple handled the security breach well. 

“While it was a pretty big security flaw, Apple handled 
it in a swift and professional fashion, even going so far as 
to push an update to phones that they are trying to phase 
out,” Isdell said.

As of right now, all known security flaws have been 
fixed with the new Apple software updates. 

If anyone has questions involving Troy University’s 
Internet Technologies department, all are welcome to 
contact them at 334-808-6110. 

For problems with internet connection or gaming 
systems, submit a desk ticket on the IT department’s 
website, it.troy.edu.

College of Education celebrates Seuss 

Hallie Dodds photo
Brooke Annelise Brock (left), a senior collaborative elementary education (special education) ma-
jor from Ozark, and Lisa Ann Saunders (right), a senior elementary education major from Dozier, 
dress as well-known characters from a Dr. Seuss story last Thursday. These students “Seuss-ed” the 
faculty by decorating doors in the department to celebrate Dr. Seuss’ birthday and Read Across 
America. Theodor Seuss Geisel, the birthname of the well-known children’s book author and illus-
trator Dr. Seuss, was born on March 4, 1904. This last Tuesday marked Seuss’ 110th birthday.

Staff Report

The application deadline for the Delta Kappa Gamma 
scholarship for women students attending Troy Campus 
and currently admitted to the Teacher Education Program 
has been extended to 5 p.m., Monday, March 17, 2014. 

Address a letter to The Delta Kappa Gamma Schol-
arship Committee explaining why you want to be a 
teacher, and include your name, email address, and 
phone number.  Please email your letter to Shannon 
Thompson at sthompson29236@troy.edu 

Last week’s issue had an incorrect email address.  If 
you don’t receive an acknowledgment of your submis-
sion, it means that Thompson did not receive the letter.

Deadline extended 
for scholarship

Pets 
continued from page 1

During this period, those who 
violate the policy will be educated 
on the new policy.

After this period, a person 
violating the policy will be repri-
manded by the security official. 

The policy states that non-Troy 
University persons may be subject 
to removal and banning from the 
campus, for continued violations, 
but those affiliated with the univer-
sity will be subject to disciplinary 
action.

No set disciplinary actions or 
fines have been created, as of yet.  

Austin Coots, a junior informa-

tion systems major from Hartselle, 
said that he does not agree with this 
new policy.

“What is the harm in having your 
dog out on the quad on a beautiful 
day if it’s on a leash?” Coots said. 
“I have never felt threatened on 
campus by a dog, and I have never 
seen a dog be aggressive towards 
someone in my three years here at 
Troy.”

Coots suggested that if pet feces 
were a problem, he would suggest 
that the university offer doggie bag 
stations around campus.

As this is a new policy that Reeves 
said has had many revisions, he en-
courages those with concerns to 
voice those concerns to the office of 

student services. 
Reeves said that he is positive 

that there will be people who have 
concerns, and he is sure that the 
policy will have to be adjusted 
throughout its education period. 

“If a person had a concern with 
the policy, for certain, we will 
listen, but it depends on what their 
concerns are,” Reeves said. 

Reeves also said that resident 
hall policies have not changed. 
Residents are allowed to have a 
single, beta-sized fish.

The office of student services 
plans to send out an ‘all users’ email 
before and after spring break to be 
sure that everyone is aware of the 
change in the pet policy. 

SGA
continued from page 1

 “This has been the best Higher Education Day rally 
thus far,” Rushing said. “We had one of the largest 
groups in attendance compared to all of the other 
organizations.”

SGA president Cody Farrill had the chance to travel 
to the nation’s capital along with over 350 SGA presi-
dents from colleges across the country to represent Troy 
while learning about the current Department of State.

A big part of this was the importance of continued 
non-profit housing on campuses including Troy, and  

it was something that left Farrill confident about the 
future.

“It was a great opportunity to represent Troy Univer-
sity at our nation’s capital,” Farrill said. “I am looking 
forward to lobbying for non-profit housing.”

Much of the housing on Troy’s campus is non-profit, 
including all Greek housing and the Newman Center.

Voting on the Collegiate Housing and Restructuring 
Act for Troy’s campus will take place the week students 
return from break, and Farrill hopes to continue 
lobbying for it after the fact in hopes that it will help 
Troy’s housing market to continue growing.

Along with the voting two other issues were put on 
docket for the week following spring break.

The first was regarding a possible new campus orga-
nization called Campus Crusade, which is intended to 
be an on-campus Christian group for students.

The other was the possibility of a dance marathon 
to be held at Troy University. Dance Marathon is a na-
tionwide movement involving both colleges and high 
schools to help raise money for a Children’s Miracle 
Network in or near the school’s community.

At this point the organization has raised over $62 
million for the cause.

The SGA encourages all students to attend their 
meetings which take place every Wednesday at the 
Trojan Center in room 119 at 6:30 p.m.
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Thompson tells of true self
Alyse Nelson

Assistant Features Editor

Sitting down to talk to the new Student 
Government Association president may 
start off feeling more like meeting to 
speak with your advisor rather than 
chatting with a peer.

But there is much more to Matthew 
Thompson, a sophomore accounting 
major from Montgomery, beyond his 
polished surface.

Following in the footsteps of his older 
brother, who served as president before 
Cody Farrill, Thompson indicates that 
politics are not his strong suit.

“My older brother is a politician. I’m 
not,” he said.

“I feel like I’m doing it just because-” 
he stops, considering the question. 
“Because I saw that need for change and 
I wanted to do something about it.”

“I’m also not that good at speaking, in 
case you couldn’t tell,” he finishes with 
a smile.

A self-proclaimed introvert, Thompson 
admits, “So some of the political things 
you have to do are scary to me. But I 
know it’s nothing I can’t do, and you’ll 
never progress if you don’t step out of 
your comfort zone.”

Also a firm believer in the Gandhi 
quote, “Be the change that you wish to 
see in the world,” Thompson is deter-
mined to fill the role, whether it comes 
naturally or not.

But his life is devoted to many things 
beyond the SGA office.

“I don’t want to sound like ‘Nature 
Boy’ but I love the outdoors,” he says. 

Clarifying that this does not include 
hunting and fishing, Thompson enjoys 
many outdoor sports around his 
hometown.

Situated in Wetumpka, he lives near 
the Coosa River and is able to participate 
in activities from mountain biking on 
nearby trails to kayaking.

One facet of his life that Thompson 
has been keeping relatively hidden for 
several years is his musical ability.

“I am a multi-instrumentalist,” he said. 
“I can play violin, guitar, piano. I think 
once you can play the violin, you can 
play almost any stringed instrument.”

Beginning with the guitar at age ten, 
the only public performances he has 
made were with a church group several 
years later.

Thompson took private violin lessons 
when he was 17, but has taught himself 
every other instrument that he plays. 

“It’s not that hard once you get 
the gist of them—you just have to 
translate them,” he says of learning new 
instruments.

With no involvement in high school 
band or the musical programs on campus 
now, Thompson admits that playing is 
something he mostly does for himself, 
rather than to entertain others.

“Back in the day, I picked it up because 
it was an escape,” he explains.

Citing a love of the pursuit of 
knowledge as reason for his continued 
dedication to playing, Thompson says, 
“I’ve always liked to learn new things. 
Too often, people are born in their city 
and just live there. I think there is so 
much that the world has to offer and if 
you don’t explore, you’re wasting it.”

This love of learning leads him to 
mention that he will be picking up a 
second major, economics, in the fall. 

“I always find myself doing something 
that keeps me busy,” he says of the extra 
schooling, which will keep him at Troy 
for an additional year.

After graduation, Thompson hopes to 
move on to graduate school and earn his 
Master of Business Administration. He is 
neither sure of, nor worried about, what 
will come next, asking with a shrug of 
his shoulders, “Then who knows after 
that?”

He may not have the rest of his life 
figured out yet, but he knows what he 
does not want it to become.

“One of my biggest fears is doing 
something that is monotonous,” 
Thompson said. “Spending all of my 
professional career going to work all 
week and doing whatever I can on the 
weekend. I’m definitely going to end 
up doing something I love. I couldn’t sit 
anywhere and do something I don’t like.”

Thompson puts further emphasis 
on how he wishes his time in office to 
vary from those who previously held the 
position.

“I hope people will come and talk to 
me about things they would like to see 
change. Or talk to me about anything. 
I’m your peer and a student before I am 
anybody’s president.”

Thompson continued, “Any president 
isn’t much without the people that he 
represents. If you’re not in touch with 
them, you are only representing your 
own ideas and sometimes your own 
ideas are wrong.”

Beginning next semester our new SGA 
president intends on being in his office 
often to listen to the needs and concerns 
of the students and sincerely encourages 
everyone to stop by.

Thompson might be seen this summer 
at the Hangout Music Festival watching 
Modest Mouse, one of his favorite bands, 
perform—if he can find the time in his 
busy schedule. 

Students Strive for Cure
Dustin Chavis
Contributor

Students at Troy are joining together 
with a national organization in the hopes 
of finding a cure for cancer.

The reasoning behind each student’s 
conviction to the cause varies.

Amanda Ford, a senior broadcast jour-
nalism major from Birmingham, volun-
teers with the American Cancer Society 
to raise money for people suffering from 
cancer, but also fights for a cure for her 
own hero.   

“I started out volunteering with Relay 
for Life in high school, but cancer is 
something that recently has hit closer to 
home,” Ford said. “My dad was diagnosed 
with throat cancer in December of 2012, 
had surgery in February of 2013 and 
finished his last radiation treatment in 
May of 2013. 

“I am so passionate about Relay for 
Life because we are not only raising 
money for cancer research, but we are 
bringing hope to an entire community. 
With continued research and funding, 
I truly believe my generation will see a 
cure for cancer in our lifetime,” she said. 

Relay for Life is the single largest fun-
draiser for the ACS and the biggest donor 
funding research for a cure, according to 
the ACS website. 

In 2013, Troy University Relay for Life 
raised $18,500. This year, the committee 
has set a goal of $19,500 with hopes of 
surpassing that number. 

“I am excited to see the Troy Universi-
ty community coming together to end the 
fight against cancer,” said Joy Brigham, 
Relay for Life Event Specialist. “I know 
that together we can all reach the goal 
we have made for this event and with the 
hard work that these students are putting 
in, I’m sure we will exceed that.”  

 “Volunteers are the main part of how 
we function,” said Jennifer Moore, 
a senior elementary education major 
and Troy University Relay for Life 
Committee President from Birmingham. 

“We usually have 20 people that come 
and set up for the event, so this is another 
key part in why volunteers are important 
to this event,” Moore said.

Each year many organizations on 
campus collect money for ACS. 

Organizations host spirit nights, sell 
prizes, and also set up competitions such 
as kickball to raise money.  

Students, faculty members and sup-
porters can also be part of the fight during 
the local Relay for Life event scheduled 
on March 22 at Tailgate Terrace. It will 
begin at 6 p.m. and last until 3 a.m. 

As part of the night, there will be 
a remembrance walk to honor cancer 
survivors and those who lost their battle 
with the disease.  

Luminaries, white bags with candles 
placed inside to light the walkway, are 
also available to purchase before or after 
the event. The bags are traditionally used 
in memory of a loved one or to honor a 
survivor. 

Vendors will be on site selling food 
and drinks, including coffee, for those 
staying overnight. Games will also be 
available to those that wish to participate. 

 “It’s fun and exciting and you have that 
‘ah ha’ moment where you feel blessed 
for all of the hard work you have put into 
raising money for such a great cause,” 
said Elizabeth Peyregne, a senior speech 
communications major from Ozark.

For more information on how to 
register a team for the event, or volunteer 
with Relay for Life, contact Troy Relay 
for Life on Facebook or sign up online at 
www.relayforlife.org. 

Can Castle Contest

Contributed photo
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How to play:
Simply fill in the blank spaces with the 

numbers 1 to 9. Every row, column and 3-by-3 
box must contain all nine digits with no number 
repeated. The Sudoku puzzle consists of 81 
squares divided into nine 3-by-3 blocks. Some 
of the squares already have numbers in them.

To solve a Sudoku puzzle you have to use the 
numbers 1 to 9 to fill in the blank spaces so that 
each row, each column and each 3-by-3 square 
has all the numbers 1 to 9 appearing once. 
Some puzzles are quite simple to solve while 
others are very tricky.

The only thing you need to solve a Sudoku 
number place puzzle is logic. You don’t need 
any mathematical knowledge. 

Last Week’s Sudoku

Jennifer Carlisle photo
Matthew Thompson hopes to serve a productive term as SGA president.

A luminary stands beside runners at the Troy University Relay for Life event 
that took place in 2012. The candlelit bags are purchased to line the 
walkway of the relay and serve as memorials both to those whose lives 
have been lost to cancer as well as to those that have conquered the 
disease.

Circle K sponsored the Castle Can drive in which organizations across 
campus competed to make the largest and most elaborate castles of 
canned food, which was then donated to local food banks. Farmhouse 
took first place, followed by Circle K (top photo) in second and Alpha 
Gamma Delta in third with The United States of Cans (bottom photo).
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As Troy University’s official student 
newspaper, the Tropolitan strives to serve 
student interests.  The Perspectives page 
is an outlet for Tropolitan editors to ques-
tion university policies that do not benefit 
Troy’s students, praise those that do and 
call attention to national and state issues 
that relate to students.
Editorials stand as the official, corporate 

opinion of  the Tropolitan.  Our opinions 
are not influenced by campus organiza-

tions or societies, university administra-
tion or political parties. The first copy of  
the Tropolitan is free to any student or 
employee of  Troy University. Each addi-
tional copy costs $1.

Guest Columns
The Tropolitan encourages students, 

faculty and staff  at Troy University to 
express opinions in a guest column of  
500-700 words.  Dissenting opinions are 

welcomed, but all expressions are the sole 
opinion of  their author and do not reflect 
the beliefs of  the Tropolitan.

Letters to the Editor
The Tropolitan welcomes letters from 

students, faculty, staff  and non-Troy af-
filiated persons.  Dissenting opinions and 
corrections are welcomed.
The Tropolitan does not exclusively 

print letters favorable to the newspaper.  

Letters to the editor must be signed by 
the author, and a phone number must be 
included.
All submissions must be word-processed 

and emailed to the Tropolitan by 5 p.m. 
on Monday.  All submissions may not be 
published.
Submissions bashing groups or individ-

uals on the basis of  race, gender, age, eth-
nic group, orientation or religious belief  
will not be printed. 

Editorial Policies
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Perspectives Editor

When I was a freshman at Troy, my 
resume and applying for jobs was the 
very last thing on my mind.

All I really cared about wholeheart-
edly was having a good time and making 
new friends (and making good grades, of 
course).

However, as I’m nearing gradua-
tion, I’m finding myself wishing I had 
spent my time a little more productively 
through my freshman and sophomore 
years.

While I’ve accomplished a good 
amount during the past two years, my 
resume could be a lot more impressive 
now if I had kept these things in mind 
while I was younger.

Keeping a future resume in mind is 
definitely something you should think 
about as a freshman or sophomore.

One day you’re going to be applying 

for jobs, and if you haven’t gotten any 
experience in your field it’s going to 
be tough to get any attention from 
employers.

If you’re interested in anything during 
your first year, do it now. It doesn’t 
matter if you know you want to major 
in that field at this moment—just getting 
some experience is helpful.

If you’re a freshman and still haven’t 
figured out what you want to do for your 
major, not only will getting involved on 
campus add to your resume, it could also 
potentially help you figure out what you 
want to major in.

Getting involved with clubs and or-
ganizations that interest you is really 
helpful when you’re getting started in 
college.

This year, nearly everything I’ve 
decided to do has become a resume 
builder, and with resume building comes 
attention from possible employers.

The great thing about Troy is that 

there’s an organization for almost 
anything you’re interested in.

There’s also a ton of opportunities to 
build your resume here if you just start 
applying yourself.

You could go to any building on 
campus that has subjects that interest 
you and find something that you could 
get involved with.

I know thinking about your resume 
now isn’t exactly fun, but if you involve 
yourself in things that interest you, I can 
assure you that it won’t be a waste of 
time.

It’s also really helpful to appear well 
rounded on your resume.

Most employers really like to hire 
someone who seems to have done a little 
bit of everything.

Also, with our generation, having ex-
perience with blogging and social media 
can actually be great for a resume.

Another helpful tip for students of any 
age—whenever you start applying for 

jobs, keep an open mind about what to 
apply for.

You honestly never know how many 
different career options could be relevant 
to your major.

As a print journalism major, I thought 
my job options were limited.

However, after some deep digging into 
job searches online, I’ve realized that 
I could apply for hundreds of different 
types of jobs whose employers are 
looking for journalism or communica-
tions majors.

Content analysts, marketing represen-
tatives, online writers ... the possibilities 
are very broad.

Searching for jobs very thoroughly can 
really help you find more obscure jobs 
that you’re more likely to actually get 
hired for.

The whole point of college is to 
prepare you for the workforce one day, 
so take advantage of your resources and 
make sure you keep the future in mind. 

Seth Nicholson

Cory Ray
Staff Writer

Forget what your parents, teacher, pastor, or even the 
Declaration of Independence has told you.

We are not all created equal. 
We are told at a young age that if you can believe it, 

you can achieve it. 
That if you work really hard, you can become the 

president, walk on the moon, be a NFL player, Miss 
America or be a rock star. 

I’m sorry to break the news to you, but you will never 
be Barack Obama, Neil Armstrong, DeMarcus Ware, 
Nina Davuluri or Bruno Mars.

Nearly every inspirational speaker I’ve listened to in 
my life has quoted W. Clement Stone’s “Aim for the 
moon. If you miss, you may hit a star.”

 In reality, if you miss the moon you will likely be 
stranded for thousands of miles in frozen atmosphere 
and inevitably die. 

No matter how much you try, there will always be 

someone better than you at everything. 
I know I’ve been really negative so far in this article, 

but it’s for a good reason. 
We are all different; we are all individuals. 
That means there will never be another person like 

you. 
You are one of a kind (for better or for worse). 
While inspiring, Stone’s quote only sets you up for 

failure.
Don’t get me wrong—setting major life goals is great.
However, not setting small daily goals to reach that 

major life goal is unhealthy.
For example, “I want to make the Chancellor’s list 

this semester” is a great major goal.
More often than not, however, the daily goals to reach 

this are not met or even set. 
These daily goals would include talking to professors 

during office hours, studying for a minimum of two 
hours a day, not procrastinating on schoolwork, etc.

 To be honest, I don’t think the small daily goals are 
ever met because people don’t set them.

People expect to be able to flip a switch and be able 
to do whatever they desire instantaneously. Persistence 
and dedication are needed daily to work towards the 
small things that will eventually lead to major change 
in your life. 

Even if you don’t make the Chancellor’s list this 
semester, you will have a higher GPA and a better un-
derstanding of your content area.

It may hurt if you don’t reach that major goal, but you 
stuck by your daily goals. 

Every day you stick with them, you will be a better 
person than you were the day before.

This is what life is about—becoming a better person 
than you were the day before. 

Being happy with who you are should be the main 
goal in your life. 

The moment you stop comparing yourself to someone 
else and start comparing yourself to who you were 
yesterday is the moment you will become truly happy. 

Underclassmen: keep future in mind during your time at Troy

Daily goals crucial in achieving life success
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The Troy Opera 
Workshop performed 
their rendition of “Hansel 
and Gretel” last weekend.

The surprise of this 
production was that Troy 
University had an opera 
workshop. It brought 
together some very 
talented students.

The audience was 
sizable, leaving just a 
few scattered seats open. 
There weren’t a lot of 
students there, however.

The set of the play was 
minimalistic, with a few 
props and a backdrop that 
consisted of candies and a 
slideshow. The slideshow 
showed relevant pictures 
to the songs that were 
being sung.

For example, there 
would be a picture of 
children dancing when 
Hansel and Gretel were 
dancing, or a picture of 
a forest when they were 
lost.

Some notable images 
were of an empty 
Wal-Mart shelf, which 
paid homage to recent 
accusations of the local 
Wal-Mart, and of the 
famous “Go to church or 
the devil will get you!” 
sign on       I-65.

During the opera, the 
space of the room was 
utilized well. At one 
point, the father came 
singing from the back of 
the room, and the witch 
had her hands creeping in 
and out of the door when 
she started to sing.

The characters were all 
labeled by their t-shirts, 
which didn’t leave for 
any confusion and also 
modernized the work in 
its own way. The pianist, 

John Jinright, and the 
conductor, James Brown, 
had t-shirts labeling their 
positions as well.

The story stayed as true 
to fashion as possible 
given the allotted time, 
even with the simpler 
costumes.

Hansel and Gretel 
were played by students 
Amy Griffin and Carol 
Anne Osborne. They 
did a spectacular job ef-
fectively mixing dance, 
acting and singing into 
the performance.

There were a few 
humorous bits that were 
brought to the audience 
by Gretel herself. Her 
facial expressions set her 
performance apart.

The father, played 
by student Ben Strong, 
used Mountain Dew as 
an alcoholic beverage, 
making a moderately 
convincing burp that the 
audience seemed to really 
enjoy. All of the perform-
ers in the production 

performed very well in 
their roles.

The communication 
between the conductor 
and singers was quite 
good, and it showed. 
There weren’t any 
apparent hiccups through-
out the entirety of the 
performance.

“I thought the singing 
was fantastic, but more 
money could’ve been 
put into the production,” 
said Christian Hardy, a 
freshman theater major 
from Alabaster.

The production was as 
good as it could be in the 
space they were given, 
and the work the perform-
ers put into the production 
was evident. They made it 
seem like a simple task 
and left the stage that 
night having given an 
incredible performance 
the audience is sure to 
remember.

Madison Griggs
Staff Writer

After weeks of rehearsal, countless 
performances and a trip to Virginia, the 
cast of Troy’s Single Girls Guide has 
stepped off of the stage and into the 
recording booth. About two and a half 
weeks ago, writer Tommy Newman 
decided he wanted to make a CD 
composed of all the songs from the 
musical.

“It’s not really an album; it won’t be 
available for sale. It’s more of a record 
of our work,” Newman said. The CD 
is being engineered by music business 
students Josh Stark and Isaiah Sheridan, 
and it should be complete by the end of 
the semester. 

“It’s not an opportunity that comes 
around very often. The students get to 
see another facet of the entertainment 
business. They get to see what a real 
actor who does original shows does,” 
Newman said. 

The Single Girls Guide was first 
showcased in Albany, N.Y., and 
Newman said, “I didn’t expect that we’d 
be able to do it at Troy.” 

Senior theater major Grace Bailey, 
who brought the character of Emma to 
life, explains her initial feelings when 
she heard what the cast would be doing. 

“It was really exciting. We’ve never 
gotten the chance to professionally 
document our work,” Bailey said. Like 
Newman, she didn’t expect to do so 
much with the show. 

“It’s not that I didn’t have faith in it – 
it’s really great. It’s just all so surreal,” 
Bailey said. When it comes to the 
recording process itself, it’s new to most 
of the cast. 

“You have to do it in layers, so it’s 
kind of difficult. Sometimes you have to 
sing the same thing three or four times. 
It’s really demanding, and it’s a long 
process, but it’s really rewarding. We’re 
all family at this point so it’s very fun,” 
Bailey said. 

Through everything they’ve done 
with the show, it’s not surprising that 
the cast has become very close and is 
attached to the show. 

“We’ve never had the opportunity to 
be a part of something like this,” Bailey 
said. “We’re so much a part of the work. 
The show is Tommy Newman’s baby, 
and it’s turned into all of our babies.”  

Though the CD won’t be for sale, 
Newman’s intention for it will be to add 
to Troy’s portfolio, and to get Troy’s 
name out there. 

“No other school is doing what we’re 
doing, and no other theater is doing it 
with undergrads,” Newman said. 

Hannah Crews photo
(Left to Right) Carol Anne Osborne, Tyler Ray 
and Amy Griffin portray Gretel, the witch and 
Hansel. The Troy Opera Workshop held the op-
era, and used a minimalistic setting.

Hansel and Gretel

Making it big

Local high schoolers attend Art Day

On Friday local high school students met on Troy University’s campus at Malone Hall to participate in art workshops and competitions. 
Hannah Crews photos

Contributed photo

Troy musical records album

Anna Maria Mollica and Mary Catherine Chambliss record in the studio.
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“The Lego Movie” is a funny and heart-warming film 
that will make anyone feel nostalgic. The movie has 
an excellent cast of voice actors and the animation is 
brightly colored and brilliantly executed. 

This movie gets eight stars out of 10 due to the 
fantastic voice casting, accurate CGI of the Legos, and 
the continuous humor.

 The voice actors are spot on with Chris Pratt from 
“Parks and Recreation” playing the generic construc-
tion worker Emmet, Will Arnett as a snarky Batman, 
Morgan Freeman as the wise soothsayer Vitruvius, Will 
Farrell as the control freak Lord Business and Liam 
Neeson as Bad Cop/Good Cop. 

There are also some minor Master Builders with 
stars speaking for them such as Channing Tatum as 
Superman, Jonah Hill as Green Lantern and Shaquille 
O’Neal as himself. 

The plot is that the evil Lord Business is going to 
destroy the Lego world by using the Kragle, a bottle of 
Krazy glue with some of the words rubbed off. However, 
Vitruvius speaks of a prophecy where someone will find 
the Piece of Resistance, the cap to the glue. 

The opening scene with the main character Emmet 
Brickowski is  satirical  for the way the world sometimes 
seems extremely homogenized with everyone watching 
the same hit show, listening to the same pop song and 
everyone following the rules with no questions asked. 

While the catchy song “Everything is Awesome” 
is sure to get trapped in your head after the movie, it 
also leaves deeper thoughts as well. Questions of what 

makes you different from the rest of the world and why 
do you celebrate in purchasing overpriced coffee are 
just a few that might enter your mind. 

Things pick up when Emmet is discovered with the 
Piece of Resistance and is saved by a Master Builder 

named Wyldstyle.  She explains how Lord Business 
arrived and outlawed the Master Builders from being 
creative and building things without any instructions.  

Cute and witty, the story cracks along at a breakneck 
speed with little down time. The plentiful pop culture 
references allow anyone or anything to show up.

 It makes a mockery of every cowboy-fantasy-pirate 
stereotype possible and leaves the audience waiting 
for the next roast subject.  The majority of the jokes 
are actually targeted at adults, and the ones that aren’t 
that humorous are probably the ones intended for the 
kiddies.

 Directors and co-writers Phil Lord and Christopher 
Miller are known for their comedy having directed “21 
Jump Street,” “Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs,” 
and its sequel. 

When the plot suddenly takes a twist to the real world 
it provokes more thoughts on creativity and imagination. 
While following the instructions can create something 
interesting and functional, it never hurts to think for 
yourself. As the main character, Emmet develops as he 
travels from not thinking at all to leading his group of 
Master Builders. 

The animators make a point to keep the physical 
limitations of a Lego mini-figure in mind and actually 
utilize it at certain times in the movie. The amount of 
detail that went into making the Lego figures and sur-
roundings is mind boggling because it isn’t real life stop 
motion animation, but is actually computer generated.

Fans of all ages will love this movie because of the 
satire and the simple love of all the different Lego 
worlds explored and brought to life. 

Chase Robinson
Copy Editor

Emmie Phelps’ love affair with 
theater began at a young age.

“I grew up in northern Virginia so 
we were super close to D.C., and my 
mom would take me to Washington 
to see shows,” said Phelps, a senior 
from Bonifay, Fla., majoring in com-
munication arts in the theater track. 
“The first one I remember seeing was 
‘Annie,’ and I thought that I wanted 
to be an actress, but I changed my 
mind very, very quickly.”

Phelps came to Troy in 2010, and 
the first show she worked on at Troy 
was “The Drowsy Chaperone.”

“I built some monkey tails for 
that,” Phelps said. “That’s when I 
really decided that costume design 
was what I wanted to do.

“All those years of Girl Scouts 
paid off.”

Since coming to Troy Phelps has 
been involved in 13 shows, and she 
has been a wardrobe mistress for 12 
of those shows.

Phelps said she doesn’t enjoy 
acting.

“I did it once,” Phelps said. “I was 
in the Greek chorus my freshman 
year in ‘Metamorphosis,’ and I 
enjoyed it at the time.

“I was glad to have the experi-
ence, and I was glad to kind of be 
able to relate that to what I do now, 
but it’s just not for me.”

Phelps said she has “the utmost 
respect” for actors but draws more 
satisfaction from her design work 
than being on stage.

Phelps said she is proudest of her 
work on “Crimes of the Heart.”

“It was the most complete thing 
I’ve ever done, and I felt 100 percent 
pleased with the outcome,” Phelps 
said, “The research for that was 

really interesting, and its nice when 
the actors feel like you gave them 
something to work with rather than 
just putting them in clothes.”

Phelps said her enjoyment of lit-
erature and history has fed into her 
love for theater.

“If I wasn’t doing costume design, 
I would still be in theater, but I think 
I would be a dramaturge,” Phelps 
said. “I really love the history aspect 
of everything and that’s kind of what 
their job is, to explore the different 
literary context within the play.

“For example if it’s set in 1997 in 
Texas you’ve got to kind of figure 
out what’s going on in Texas at that 
time if there’s anything historically 
significant or socially significant.”

Phelps credits much of her success 
to her mentor, Elisa Bierschenk, 
an assistant professor of costume 
design.

“She taught me everything I 
know,” Phelps said. “We kind of 
have the same learning style and the 
same kind of educational ambition.”

Phelps also said her parents and 

boyfriend are an important part of 
her support structure.

“She just has a knack for it.,” said 
Matt Thompson, Phelps’ boyfriend 
and a Troy alum. “If she is lacking 
in a skill she pulls a ‘Bruce Lee’ and 
learns it overnight.”

Phelps said her mother is support-
ive of her aspirations.

“My mom has always shoved me 
into any kind of art I could possibly 
be in,” Phelps said. “I don’t think 
she was surprised when I decided 
to go into theater, and I think every 
year I continue to do this she gets 
more supportive.”

Phelps said initiative is essential 
to her success.

“Seek out opportunities,” Phelps 
said. “That’s really what helped me 
find what I love, and if you have 
the initiative to seek out those op-
portunities somebody somewhere 
is going to give you a chance and 
you’re going to find out if you love 
it or not.”

Jessica New, a senior psychology 
major from Huntsville, was Phelps’ 
roommate for a year and a half.

“She knows exactly what she 
wants from life and where she wants 
to be, and she has worked so hard to 
accomplish her dreams,” New said.

Phelps recently accepted an as-
sistantship for Indiana University’s 
Costume Design MFA program.

“I’d like to pursue design profes-
sionally, but ultimately I’d like to 
teach costume design,” Phelps said. 
“I think that teaching is a stable pro-
fession, and I like school so I don’t 
want to leave.”

Phelps is currently working on 
Troy’s production of Shakespeare’s 
“A Midsummer Night’s Dream.” 
She said it should premiere in late 
April.

Student costume designer finds success at Troy

Caleb Hicks photo
Phelps works on a dress in the costume shop. 
Phelps has been the wardrobe mistress for 12 
productions during her time at Troy. She’s had 
to research costumes and connect it to the 
productions.

Caleb Hicks photo

Emmie Phelps

Warner Bros. promotional photo
“The Lego Movie,” is a movie for people of all 
ages and has an all-star cast of voice actors.

‘Everything Is Awesome’ in new movie by Warner Bros.
CG animated Lego film makes writer reminisce about toys from childhood
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UALR beaten by Lady Trojans for first time in history
Gabe Sadetsky

Staff Writer

Troy women’s basketball downed the Trojans of 
Arkansas-Little Rock at home this past Wednesday, 
Feb. 26, 86-77. The win gave Troy its first victory over 
UALR in program history, due in part to an 80-plus-
point performance against the Sun Belt’s best defensive 
team. 

Senior guard Joanna Harden led the team in scoring 
yet again, reaching 33 points while shooting 23-of-26 
from the free-throw line. She was aided by sophomore 
guard Ashley Beverly-Kelly’s 15 points and bench-
player junior guard Aissata Maiga’s 11 points and two 
steals. Troy’s 86 points were the most scored on UALR 
in a Sun Belt conference game in over eight years.

Troy’s defense, along with their strong offensive 
performance, also played a pivotal role in Saturday’s 
matchup, forcing 18 Arkansas-Little Rock turnovers 
with a combined 10 steals and four blocked shots. 

Troy went to halftime down 38-36. The second-half 
saw Troy start with an 8-0 run, led by a strong second-
half press-defense strategy that head coach Chanda 
Rigby put into action. The press forced 12 of UALR’s 
18 total turnovers, which transitioned to 50 second-half 
points for Troy while holding Arkansas-Little Rock to 
39 points.

“We tried it one time and they looked a little shaky 
and they started second-guessing themselves,” coach 
Rigby said. “Then, both of their guards got in foul 
trouble immediately and we knew it was time to press 
then.”

The battle for the dominance was fierce with eight 
lead changes during the game. Troy had six breakaways 
and their better free throw percentage helped them out 
in the end. Troy made 33 out of 36 free throws while 
UALR only had 20 out of 29. 

This was Troy’s fifth straight home game win and 
keeps the Trojans in sixth place in Sun Belt standing 
with only one game behind Georgia State.

Troy hit the road Saturday, March 1, and saw an eight 
point second-half lead dwindle away on a late Louisi-

ana-Monroe run, leading to a 91-87 loss.
Harden reached 30 points and led all Trojans in 

scoring. Junior forward Kourtney Coleman more than 
doubled her previous season-high with a 27-point per-
formance. Beverly-Kelley also reached double-figures, 
scoring 16 points with a perfect 4-4 from the charity 
stripe.

Louisiana-Monroe’s strong offensive, followed by 
a late second-half Trojan scoring drought, proved too 

much for the Troy to overcome. ULM had a total of five 
Warhawks reach double-digit totals, led by senior guard 
Alexar Tugler’s 14-points. 

The Lady Trojans will return home to Trojan Arena 
on Wednesday, March 5, against UT-Arlington, at 
7 p.m. Their final game of the season will be against 
Texas State on Saturday, March 8. The Saturday game 
will serve as senior night for Troy with tipoff beginning 
at 5:15 p.m.

Amy Austin
Staff Writer

For the first road series of the season, 
the Troy baseball team lost the series 
against Southern Mississippi, 2-1. 

“Our team competed hard and if that’s 
what we gain out of losing a series, I 
think that’s gonna bode very well for us 
for the remainder of the season,” said 
head coach Bobby Pierce.

Troy took a 3-1 loss against USM on 
Friday, Feb. 28. Senior pitcher Tanner 
Hicks pitched seven innings for the 
Trojans. He had three earned runs and 
six strikeouts. 

Troy scored only one run. It came off a 
single from junior outfielder Trevin Hall 
as he knocked in senior second baseman 
Garrett Pitts who had previously hit a 
double. 

USM’s Connor Fisk had 13 strikeouts 
against the Trojans in seven innings. 
Troy had a scattered five hits throughout 
the game. 

“They won the Friday night game 
3-1,” Pierce said. “Tanner Hicks pitched 
a heck of a ballgame for us. But they 
really handled our offense with Fisk on 
the mound.”

Game two of the weekend was Troy’s 
only win as the Trojans blanked USM. 
Troy defeated USM 5-0, on Saturday, 

March 1, with senior pitcher Shane 
McCain receiving the win.

McCain pitched seven innings on 
Saturday, having just four hits off him 
and six strikeouts. Junior pitcher Jeremy 
McGowan came in to keep the Golden 
Eagles from scoring and also received 
the save. 

Troy had 11 hits throughout the game, 
three from both senior shortstop Tyler 
Vaughn and junior outfielder Trevin Hall. 

Saturday’s shutout was the second of 
the season for the Troy baseball team. 
This total matches the complete total of 
last year’s season.

“Saturday we came back with a great 
effort starting with Shane McCain on the 
mound,” Pierce said. “Jeremy McGowan 
also pitched very well in that game. We 
got a 5-0 shutout win.”

In a tough game that rallied back and 
forth, the Trojans lost 7-6 to Southern 
Mississippi on Sunday, March 2, to end 
the series. 

USM scored early on Troy. Within the 
first inning, the Golden Eagles scored 
four runs. Troy answered the deficit in 
the third. 

In Sunday’s game, Pitts extended his 
hit streak to six games and his on-base 
streak to 12 games. Junior third baseman 
Nick Masonia had two homeruns in the 
game and three RBIs. 

Senior pitcher Will Starling started 
the game for the Trojans, but was soon 
replaced by junior pitcher Ben Tidwell. 
Tidwell pitched five innings to keep the 
Trojans in the game, allowing only two 
runs on four hits and had three strikeouts.  

“Sunday, rubber game, winner of that 
game wins the series,” Pierce said. “Get 
down 4-0 in the first, and so we are going 
to find out a lot about our team here. I 

think we scored four in the third and got 
back in it. Take the lead 6-4 and they 
came back and won the game late.”

The Trojans faced off against the 
Samford Bulldogs on Tuesday night, 
March 4. Troy lost to Samford 11-9.

Troy will be back at home on March 
7-9 to host New Orleans in a three game 
series. First pitch will be Friday night at 
6 p.m.

Baseball loses first road series to Southern Mississippi

Jill Odom
Sports Editor

Athletic Director John 
Hartwell announced 
Wednesday afternoon, 
March 5, that Troy will 
discontinue its men’s and 
women’s rodeo programs 
after the end of the current 
season.

“After an extensive 
evaluation of our rodeo 
programs, part of which 
included revenue, 
expenses, number of par-
ticipants and risk manage-
ment, the determination 
was made to discontinue 
the men’s and women’s 
rodeo programs at the end 

of the current academic 
year,” Hartwell said.

There are currently 
19 student-athletes who 
participate in the two 
programs. Nine of those 
students receive scholar-
ship funds and Troy has 
promised to honor those 
scholarship commitments 
to the current members of 
the rodeo team. 

“We certainly under-
stand the situation our 
student-athletes on the 
rodeo teams are in with 
this decision,” Hartwell 
said. “We will make every 
effort to accommodate 
them whether they chose 
to remain at Troy and 
finish their degrees or 

transfer to another school 
to finish their rodeo 
careers.”

The two rodeo teams 
currently compete in 
the Ozark Region of the 
National Intercollegiate 
Rodeo Association. 

Former head coach 
Josh Simmons resigned 
in December and interim 
Will Bradley will 
coach the teams for the 
remainder of the season. 

The team will compete 
at Northwest Mississippi 
Community College in 
Senatobia, Miss., during 
April 3-5 and at Tennes-
see-Martin in Martin, 
Tenn., during April 10-12. 

 Joshua Thurston photo

Senior guard Joanna Harden led the team in scoring and made over 30 points in both the UALR 
game and the ULM game. Sophomore guard Ashley Beverly-Kelley also reached double-digits.

Final round up for rodeo

Joshua Thurston photo

Senior pitcher Tanner Hicks gave up three runs and had six strikeouts dur-
ing game one against Southern Mississippi on the road on Friday, Feb. 28.

Teams disbanded after season

UALR
continued from page 8

As a team, Troy struggled from the 
free-throw line in both games this week, 
shooting 15-25 in their loss Thursday and 
10-22 against the Warhawks on Saturday.

The Trojans will return home to play 
the last two games of their season, facing 

UT-Arlington Thursday, March 6, and 
Texas State on Saturday, March 8, inside 
Trojan Arena. Tipoff is set for 7 p.m. on 
Thursday and 7:30 p.m. on Saturday.

The matchup with Texas State on 
Saturday will serve as senior night for 
the Trojans. The two remaining games 
will also determine Troy’s status for 
the Sun Belt Tournament, which begins 
Wednesday, March 12.

Golf
continued from page 8

second round. The Trojans finished 
Monday in 10th place and had a top five 
finish well within sight. On Tuesday, 
March 4, the Trojans cashed in on their 
opportunities.

The Trojans shot a 288 on Tuesday, 
which was second best only to tourna-
ment winner Oklahoma State. The team 
shot their way up the leaderboard behind 
a 3-under round by junior Phillip Brennan 
and a 1-under round by freshman Jared 
Bettcher. 

Bettcher came out on fire, shooting 
birdies on his first two holes and then fired 

a hole-in-one ace on the par-3, 201 yard 
No. 15. Brennan and Bettcher finished 
tied for 21st individually, while junior 
Tolver Dozier finished 33rd. Junior Jake 
Tucker and freshman Clayton Vannoy 
finished 46th and junior Wil Clowdus, 
who entered the tournament as an indi-
vidual, finished 41st. 

 “I’m really proud of the way our guys 
played throughout the tournament,” said 
head coach Matt Terry. “We challenged 
them right out of the break with a difficult 
field to play against and they responded. 
We have to build on this result and 
continue to press forward to reach our 
goal of an NCAA Regional berth.” 

Next up for the men’s team is the Tiger 
Invitational in Auburn on March 10-11.
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Softball triumphs at Eagle Classic, goes 4-1
Megan Phillips

Staff Writer 

Coming off a less-than-satisfying 
weekend in Gainesville, Fla., the Lady 
Trojans made their way out of the 
sunshine state and into the land of the 
peaches to take part in the Eagle Classic 
Tournament in Statesboro, Ga. and won 
4-1 in the matches.

Troy began the tournament on Friday, 
Feb. 28, with a matchup against Middle 
Tennessee, a former Sun Belt team, 
where they announced their presence 
loud and clear with a 5-4 victory. 

In the bottom of the fourth, the Lady 
Trojans were staring up at a loss as they 
sat looking at a scoreboard that read 0-4, 
thanks to the Blue Raiders scoring in the 
first, second and fourth innings. 

However, in the seventh, Troy came to 
life scoring all five of its runs and vaulting 
into the lead with junior outfielder Erica 
Davis hitting an RBI to score in freshman 
pinch hitter Mackenzie Kayler. 

For their next game against Georgia 
Southern later that day, the Trojans were 
still moving with the momentum of their 
last win, and it would show when they 
took yet another victory, scoring 2-1 
against Georgia Southern. 

This victory was largely in part to 
sophomore pitcher Sara Mock, who gave 
up five hits, but threw six strikeouts.

For day two of tournament play on 
Saturday, March 1, Troy wasn’t ready 
to give up its winning vibes just yet as 
they dominated against Tennessee State, 
taking them down with a 7-0 victory. 

The game may have started off a little 
slow for Troy, but by the time the team 

reached the bottom of the third inning, 
where the ladies took their first two runs, 
they were on fire.  

They took three more runs in the next 
inning as Kayler knocked out her first 
career home run, and then another two 
in the inning following, all the while 
shutting out Middle Tennessee. 

The winning streak could not hold 
true, and in their second game of the day, 
a rematch against Georgia Southern, the 
Lady Trojans finally took a loss, going a 
heartbreaking 2-0. 

Georgia Southern had their first run in 
the fifth, and then added another in the 
sixth. Unfortunately, the Trojans took a 
no-hitter this game, and were unable to 
rally back as before. 

Refusing to end on a loss, the Lady 
Trojans looked to Middle Tennessee 
once again for tournament beginning and 

ending victories, and with a 5-2 victory 
at the close, they got it. 

The game began with Troy scoring 
a run, and then the Lady Trojans held 
Middle Tennessee without any runs at 
the bottom of the first. Troy hit again at 
the top of the second scoring two more 
runs. 

Although Middle Tennessee did suc-
cessfully score once in the bottom of the 
second, and once again in the bottom of 
the fifth, it just wasn’t enough with the 
Lady Trojans and their two runs picked 
up on a rally in the seventh. 

The Lady Trojans will see independent 
play next as they take on Georgia Tech in 
Atlanta. Wednesday, March 5, at 3 p.m. 
Next they will travel to the UCF Knights 
Spring Fling in Orlando, Fla. for five 
games over the weekend.

Gabe Sadetsky
Staff Writer 

Troy men’s basketball team fell at 
home to Arkansas-Little Rock Thursday, 
Feb. 27, in a low-scoring struggle, 62-55. 
The game saw the men of Troy have one 
of their best defensive performances of 
the season, only to have it haunted with 
20 team turnovers.

Troy’s leading scorer, senior forward 
Tevin Calhoun, fouled out with over 
seven minutes left in the second half and 
ended the day with 16 points. Two other 
Trojans, senior guards Hunter Williams 
and Jeff Mullahey, also reached double 
figures in the loss.

The high-point in Troy’s loss against 
the Trojans of Arkansas-Little Rock 
came on the defensive side, where they 
allowed the third-fewest points in a con-
ference game all season. Troy also forced 
18 turnovers, which is second most all 
season. 

Defense was a focal point for head 
coach Phil Cunningham during their 
weekly preparation and will remain a 
key factor in the practices heading into 
the Sun Belt tournament in New Orleans.

“The last two days we focused on the 
defensive end,” Cunningham said. “We 
said, ‘Guys, we’ve got to have some 

defensive urgency as a team.’ Out of 
these four teams battling to get to New 
Orleans, the teams that are going to get 
there are the teams that step up defen-
sively. And we were OK defensively.”

In the Trojans’ game on Saturday, 
March 1, the men put their defense 
together with a steady offensive per-
formance, and downed the Warhawks 
of UL-Monroe, 61-46. The game saw a 
huge performance from Williams, who 
led Troy with 24 points, shooting 6-10 
from three-point land.

The win Saturday placed Troy in a 
solid eighth place standing in the Sun 
Belt, putting them on schedule to be the 
last conference team selected to play in 
the Sun Belt tournament.

“Everybody that played contributed,” 
Cunningham said.  “From the starters to 
the guys off the bench, everybody did 
their jobs.  Everybody contributed in this 
one tonight.”

Williams was aided on offense by a 
15-point performance from Calhoun, 
the only other Trojan in double-figures. 
A solid defensive performance, which 
yielded only 46 points and forced 16 
turnovers, also played a vital role in the 
win. 

See UALR, page 7

Wally Pendergrass
Staff Writer

The Troy Trojan men’s and women’s golf teams had 
great starts to their spring season this past weekend.

 The men finished fifth after a solid final day and the 
women finished tied for sixth with fellow conference 
opponent Arkansas State. The men finished ahead of 
four nationally ranked teams: No. 27 Liberty, No. 47 
Tennessee, No. 51 North Florida and No. 54 Louisville. 

The women weren’t going to be outdone by the men 
and put up a solid finish of their own at the Kiawah 
Island Classic. The Trojan women would finish tied for 
sixth after battling less than ideal conditions on day two 
of the tournament. The Trojans would battle rain and 
wind that would gust up to 20 mph and remain in con-
tention despite those conditions.

Junior Taylor McGraw started the tournament off in 
spectacular fashion finishing day one at 3-under par. 
That put her in a tie for the individual lead after day 
one and the Trojan team led the tournament at the end 
of day one as well. 

With the weather conditions beating down on the 
Trojans, the team pushed through, despite slipping 
to eighth place after day two, and were only thirteen 
strokes out of first entering the final day. McGraw and 
fellow junior Brooks Spinks led the Trojans in the final 
day and both would finish tied for eighth individually. 

Junior Sydney Conrad finished in a tie for 45th, while 
freshmen Becca Horner and Fàtima Fernàndez Cano 
finished in a tie for 53rd and 128th, respectively. Next 
up for the women is the 3M Lady Jaguar Intercollegiate 
in Augusta, Ga., on March 14-16.

The men’s team participated in the John Hayt Invi-
tational at the Sawgrass Country Club in Pointe Vedra, 
Fla.  During the first round of play on Sunday, March 2, 
rain halted the action for over three hours. Eventually, 
once play resumed, darkness would cause the Trojans 

to only get midway through their round. They were tied 
for 11th at the time.

On Monday, March 3, the Trojans would have to 
finish up their first round as well as play their entire 

See Golf, page 7

Men’s, women’s golf do well despite weather 

Men’s basketball comes 
up short against UALR

Joshua Thurston photo
The women’s golf team finished sixth in the Kiawah Island Classic that took place over three days.

April Irvin photo

Senior forward Tevin Calhoun was the leading scorer in the UALR game 
but fouled out with over seven minutes left in the second half on Thursday, 
Feb. 27. He scored 15 points against UL-Monroe on Saturday, March 1. 
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