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Arrest near Patterson
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Suspect had an outstanding warrant
Cassie Gibbs
News Editor

Troy University Police made an arrest
on campus Monday, Sept. 15.
According to an email sent by Herbert
Reeves, dean of student services, the
20-year-old male suspect was located
near the Trojan Center within a group
of individuals after the group was seen
walking along George Wallace Drive
near campus.
The police approached the suspect
and asked for identification. The suspect
initially gave the police a state ID, then
snatched it and ran from the police.
The suspect was pursued from the
Trojan Center to Patterson Hall, where

the suspect was finally caught on the
south side of the building.
The suspect was identified and arrested
both for attempting to elude the police
and for an outstanding warrant for the
misdemeanor of carrying a concealed
weapon without a permit.
The suspect was transferred to Troy
City Police custody.
The city police were not able to release
the name of the suspect because he could
be tried as a youthful offender.
According to the university’s standards
of conduct, having identification is
mandatory for anyone on Troy’s campus.
The standards of conduct state: “The
card must be carried at all times while

the student is on campus and presented to
any university official or duly constituted
authority upon request.
“Refusal to identify oneself to an
official of the university or any misuse
of the ID card constitutes grounds for
serious disciplinary action.”
Reeves said that everyone should be
aware of what is going on around him or
her.
“Just be aware of your surroundings
when you go out,” he said.
Reeves recently sent out an email to
Troy students and faculty, giving tips to
have better personal safety.

Official White House Photo
by Pete Souza

Sgt. Maj. Bennie G. Adkins and
family are greeted by President
Barack Obama after receiving
the Medal of Honor on Monday.

Troy alum
awarded
Charging station in Trojan Center
the Medal
of Honor
See Arrest, page 2

Josh Richards
Staff Writer
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Laura McKenny (left), a freshman collaborative education major from Dothan, and Haley Hales, a freshman business management major from Hartford, use the recently installed phone charging station in the Trojan Center to
recharge their phones’ batteries. UAC president Kendall Carbonie, a junior risk management insurance major
from Birmingham, said that a UAC convention inspired her to bring the charging station to Troy. “Last spring, I saw
a standing charging station where there were multiple stations around it,” Carbonie said. “I’ve also seen them in
airports. I thought it would be good for Troy, so I told Derrick Brewster, UAC adviser, and he found one for us.”

A Troy alumnus has been awarded
the Medal of Honor. Retired Command
Sgt. Maj. Bennie G. Adkins received
the honor on Sept. 15 at the White
House.
Adkins is a veteran of the U.S. Army.
He served three tours in Vietnam.
Jack Hawkins Jr., chancellor of Troy
University, said in a press release: “He
is a credit to his nation's military, a
credit to Alabama and a credit to Troy
University. We are very proud of his
heroic and courageous action under
devastating circumstances, and we are
very proud that he is a Troy University
Trojan.”
In 1979, Adkins earned his bachelor’s degree from Troy State University Montgomery. He received a
master’s degree in education in 1982
and a master's degree in management
in 1988. Both master's degrees were
earned from Troy State University
Montgomery.
See Honor, page 2

Students plan to explore the past

College of Ilium to relive medieval times
Cassie Gibbs
News Editor

In a time of smart phones and sports cars, there is a group
traveling to the past to relive the medieval era.
The Society of Creative Anachronism is a group that hopes
to re-create medieval times for those with a passion for those
times.
A group of students hopes to start a “college” here at Troy,
called the College of Ilium, in order to help students learn
about both the history of the times and skills that would be
relevant to the medieval era. The word “ilium” is Latin for
Troy.
Ilium can be found in the kingdom of Meridies, which
April Irvin photo comprises all of Alabama and parts of Georgia and Tennessee.
Ray Jeffcoat, seneschal of the
Ray Jeffcoat, the current seneschal (president) of Ilium and
College of Ilium, practices with the
sophomore anthropology major from Prattville, said he is
sword. Fighting is one of the many
excited to restart the group at Troy.
skills that Ilium hopes to teach to the
“There are multiple goals for the college,” Jeffcoat said.
members of the group at Troy.
“For the college, one is to educate the populace. It’s something

that is dear to the SCA. Administratively, I would like to start
a group here on campus and start strong. The last goal is to
expose students to this.”
There was a college on campus about 30 years ago called
the Fallen Star.
Both SCA and Ilium would teach those interested in the
group different skills that were prominent in the medieval era
such as archery, cooking and blacksmithing. Ilium would also
hold workshops to teach calligraphy, cooking, fighting, etc.
SCA focuses on the years from 600 to 1600 A.D. The SCA
holds events throughout the year that include tournaments,
battles and dances.
Jeffcoat said that if Ilium’s members wanted to have an
event, the group would do its best to host one.
Christopher Cooper, a freshman undecided major from
Prattville, said that people should know that Ilium is available
for those who appreciate history and medieval arts.
“There is an organization where such interests can be
See SCA, page 2
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New student
survey concerns
dining issues
JoJo McBride
Staff Writer
Destiny Hosmer
Contributor
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The Student Government Association recently inducted 13 new senators. From left to
right: (back row) Jenna Schilling, Leo Perdue, Maxwell Herman, Jonathan Lockwood,
Collin Johnson and Andrew Dearing, (front row) Laken Berry, Shelby Miller, Riley Jacks,
Victoria Killingsworth, Shelby Rae Morgan, Jasmine Philyaw and Khadidah Stone.

SGA inducts new senators
Josh Richards
Staff Writer

This week, the Student Government Association held its
first meeting with committees
featuring the newly inducted
senators.
Victoria Killingsworth, a
freshman nursing major from
Alabaster and new senator-atlarge, said she is excited about
the coming year with SGA.

“I just think that being in SGA
is good because we get the opportunity to fix what needs to
be fixed,” Killingsworth said.
“I'm just happy for everything
this year has in store. I want
to improve the university and
make campus life better for
every student that goes here.”
SGA
president
Matt
Thompson, a junior accounting
major from Montgomery, said

that the new senators are great
additions to this year's senate.
“I think that what we want to
accomplish is always changing
in regards to student behavior
and student needs,” Thompson
said.
“There are some veterans here
who are very valuable to us, as
well as the new people who have
a lot of energy and a lot of enthusiasm to work and change the
school for the better.”

Arrest

The Student Government
Association placed two new
club constitutions on docket
this week for Troy University
Quidditch Team and Troy University Club Tennis Team.
The Troy Quidditch Team’s
purpose is to maintain the spirit
of Harry Potter, to encourage
an active imagination and to
promote a healthier lifestyle,
especially to students who do
not participate in traditional
sports.
The purpose of the Troy
Club Tennis Team is to provide
a community for students who
are interested in tennis, no
matter what playing level they
are on, and to encourage and
promote a healthy and active
lifestyle.
The SGA also discussed Troy
University dining options.
In the recent SGA housing

SCA

continued from page 1

continued from page 1

Reeves said in the email:

applied,” Cooper said. “This group is the
1. Know your campus. Familiarize yourself with the services offered and where perfect thing for that.”
Victoria Monroe, a freshman undeclared
things are located on your campus.
major from Prattville, has family members
2. Don’t talk to strangers. Our parents admonished us, we remind our students to be who were involved with the original group
suspicious of people who they don’t know. If you are unsure about talking with a on campus.
person, just walk away.
Hearing stories about the group from
3. Lock your doors. This works, whether it’s your car, your dorm room or an off- her parents, she said that she was excited
campus home or apartment. Lock up, and don’t open the door for anyone you do about being involved with the group this
year.
not know.
“This is going to be my first event,”
4. Maintain “positive control.” Keep your personal items out of sight, in a secured
Monroe
said. “I’m excited. I’m going to
location or with you at all times. Leaving items unattended invites problems.
5. Use the “buddy system.” Don’t go alone. Go in groups or pairs when you’re out
and about.
6. Happy trails. When you are going out for the evening or a weekend or just across
town, let someone else know where you are going, with whom and when to expect
you back. Let that person know when you change your plans.
7. Stay “eyes on.” Report suspicious persons or situations to police immediately. If
you need to, dial 911. Stay alert and aware of your immediate environment. If you
feel threatened in any way, call 911.

Reeves said that by making personal safety a priority, “we can partner to make the
Troy experience even better.”

Honor
continued from page 1

Troy University alumnus, who exemplifies our strong ties to our armed forces
and veterans.

Maj. Gen. Walter D. Givhan, Troy’s
senior vice chancellor for advancement and economic development, said
in a press release: “Command Sgt. Maj.
Adkins’ courage and commitment to
excellence have won him our country's
highest military honor, and we are
immensely proud of this outstanding

Adkins received the award for his
actions against enemy forces from March
9 to March 12, 1966, when he served
as an intelligence sergeant at Camp “A
Shau” in Vietnam. Adkins engaged
enemy forces in close-combat fighting
for 38 hours.

“He epitomizes the qualities of a true
Trojan Warrior.”

Fair coming to Troy
Josh Richards
Staff Writer

The 69th annual Pike County Fair will
return to the Troy Fairgrounds beginning
Sept. 30. The fair will feature many
different activities, ranging from rides to
crafts.
“This year we have the same promoter,
‘Modern Midway,’ who was a great
hit with everyone last year,” Homer
Homann, president of the Troy Shrine
Club, said in a press release. “This year
there will be a larger midway and some
new, bigger and better rides.”
The entry fee is $6 for adults and $4
for children ages 6-11. Armbands, which
allow fairgoers to ride all rides for one
night, are $20.
This year, the fair promoter is offering
a new pre-sale deal on armbands. Unlike
regular armbands, these armbands can be
used to ride all rides for every night of
the fair.
Pre-sale armbands are $15, which will
save fairgoers $5, and will be available
for purchase at various businesses around
Troy starting Sept. 15. The last day to
purchase an armband is Sept. 29.

“This is a county fair, and with that is
something for everyone,” Homann said
in a press release. “We have displays
of crafts, paintings, baked and canned
goods, etc. We also have a great cattle
barn, and each year we look forward
to having a great selection of animals.”
Some of these animals include cattle,
horses, mules, pigs, rabbits and poultry.
Live music and entertainment will be
found in the pavilion each night. The
acts include the She Bang Cloggers, the
Ryan Alan Project and the Alcazar Shrine
Band.
Dillon Davis, a senior math education
major from Elba, said that he enjoys the
Pike County fair and is looking forward
to the event this year.
“I went to fair last year,” Davis said.
“It was a ton of fun. It has a great atmosphere, and it gives you plenty to do. I
went, I think, three separate times last
time around. I can’t wait to go again.”
Doors open each night at 6 p.m. The
fair will end Oct. 4.
“I’m asking you all to put these dates
of Sept. 30 through Oct. 4 on your
calendar,” Homann said. “Come out and
join us at Pike County fair. It’s a good
time for all ages.”

elections, students were asked
to fill out a survey about what
issues are important to Troy
University students. Students
were mostly concerned with
dining on campus.
Students can now voice their
opinions through a new survey
focusing specifically on Troy’s
current dining options.
Students can complete this
survey at the following link:
http://vcil.cc/2kteprd.
The SGA ended with the
announcement of a follow-up
homecoming meeting for the
groups that will be participating in the events this year.
“I think this is going to be
the biggest turnout that Troy
has ever seen,” said Darunda
“D” Wilkins, a sophomore
business management major
from Montgomery and senatorat-large. “We have the most organizations that we’ve ever had
wanting to be a part of this. I
think Troy is really showing its
Trojan spirit.”
The meeting was held
Wednesday night at 8.

be a second generation of my family in
SCA.

“My parents had fun with it, and my
aunt is still active in SCA where she
lives. My parents know people who are
still involved with it.”

“I encourage people to come out and
see what we’re about, even if you aren’t
sure that you are interested,” Jeffcoat
said. “We’re more than willing to show
what we do.”
For those interested in joining Ilium,
the group will be having interest meetings
on Thursdays, Sept. 18, and Sept. 25, in
Trojan Center room 224 at 6 p.m.
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IT Department offers Wi-Fi solutions
Tori Roper
Staff Writer

Troy
University’s
Information
Technology Department will replace
more than 600 pieces of hardware in
an effort to improve campus Wi-Fi,
according to Greg Price, Troy’s chief
technology and security officer.
“In the spring of 2014, the IT department
noticed an increase in dissatisfaction
reports to the online helpdesk system
related to poor performance of Wi-Fi at
the Troy, Alabama, campus,” Price said.
“I am always getting kicked off and
having to log back in,” said sophomore
business major Jordan Rich from
Harpersville.
Senior social work major Jasmine Bell
from Brundidge added, “Sometimes I
can’t even log in.”
Troy IT partners with the Student
Government Association and a group
of leadership scholars to resolve issues
that need to be fixed, and the two groups
brought up this particular problem in
their spring meeting. After exploring the
reports of Wi-Fi issues, they found that
the issue stemmed from the performance
of the wireless access devices, according
to Price.
In May 2014, Troy IT had the Wi-Fi
equipment manufacturer complete a
study of over 600 wireless access devices

on campus.
“Their report revealed major issues
with speed and stability of connections
to the wireless access points,” Price said.
When the manufacturer’s software
patches did not correct the problem,
Troy IT began looking for other vendors
while still working with the current
manufacturer. After a two-month
evaluation, IT decided to move to a new
hardware solution, according to Price.
The new manufacturer for Troy will be
Aruba Networks, a leading manufacturer
of endpoint access devices.
“We are confident that the adoption of
the new hardware will remedy the issues
that the students have experienced,”
Victoria Roper photo
Price said.
New
equipment
for
improved
Wi-Fi
on
campus
has
arrived.
“I’m glad that they are doing something
about it,” Rich said.
Until the Wi-Fi issue is resolved, Price issues that Troy IT discovered is a
“Troy IT has begun to receive the said he encourages students to continue constant Wi-Fi connection. To correct
replacement hardware,” Price said. connecting as usual but to report this, Price recommends ensuring that
“High-density areas, such as dormitories, problems as they occur.
devices are staying connected and
will receive the upgrades first. Over 600
“It is just really slow when trying to contacting IT if the issue continues.
hardware components will have to be upload papers or pictures last minute,”
If Internet connection problems occur
physically replaced.”
said Sarah Hoynes, a sophomore
or continue, the IT department can
The IT department is also working multimedia journalism major from
with housing to find ways to “enhance Harpersville, in regard to her problems be reached by submitting a Helpdesk
Ticket at www.it.troy.edu or by calling
broadband communications.”
with the campus Wi-Fi.
“The only alternative is those buildings 334-670-4357.
Testing for the new Internet
“Through rigorous testing, we
connections will begin in the coming that still have wired connectivity,” Price
weeks, and the new providers will be said. “However, there are some buildings endeavor to foster a faster and more
dynamic network experience for Troy’s
competing for the contract with the Troy that are wireless only.”
One of the main Internet connection students,” Price said.
residential campus.

Troy Dance Marathon Humble player comes
seeks more performers from famous roots
Victoria Roper
Staff Writer
Troy Dance Marathon is searching for
dancers to register for its event, TDM 15,
in February.
The organization stems from the
national Dance Marathon, a nonprofit
organization raising money for Children’s
Miracle Network hospitals. Troy Dance
Marathon will be raising money for
Children’s of Alabama, located in
Birmingham.

“I started Troy
Dance Marathon
because I . . .
thought it was
too great of a
cause not to
bring to Troy.”
The President of Troy Dance Marathon,
Emily Lincoln, a sophomore accounting
major from Greenville, brought up the
importance of this organization.
“I started Troy Dance Marathon
because I heard about other colleges
having dance marathons and thought it

was too great of a cause not to bring to
Troy University,” Lincoln said.
Students have the opportunity to
register individually or with a team.

“Anybody can make a team,” Lincoln
said. “Clubs, Greek organizations,
performing groups, or just a group of
friends can create teams. As long as you
have two people, you can start a team.”
Dancers can register up until the day
of the event but can register early so they
have plenty of time to raise money.

“You don’t have to be able to dance,”
Lincoln said. She said part of this
experience is raising money for the
children in need.
The process is simple: Each dancer
must raise at least $50 to participate in
the main event in February.

Through an online fundraising tool
called Donor Drive, the dancers can
fundraise throughout the year.

Last year, the University of Alabama
at Birmingham created a dance marathon
and raised $3,000. Lincoln is hoping for
at least $10,000 for Troy’s first year in
the Dance Marathon scene.

Troy Dance Marathon’s main event will
be held in Sartain Hall on Feb. 28, 2015,
from 3 to 11 p.m. Not only will there
be eight hours of dance entertainment,
but also food, games, families from
Children’s hospitals and much more.
Lincoln emphasized Troy Dance
Marathon’s motto, “Everything we do is
for the kids.”

Emily Beckstrom
Staff Writer

A Troy University cornerback received
a lot more recognition than he planned
after he posted a photo of himself on
Instagram.
Tray Hall, a junior business major
from Corona, California, is getting a lot
of publicity after his uncle, Snoop Dogg,
reposted a photo of Hall’s recent football
achievements at Troy.
The famous rapper posted Hall’s photo
to over 3 million followers a few weeks
ago, with the caption, “Syfl legend.”
Hall started playing in SYFL, or
Snoop’s Youth Football League, when he
was 12 years old.
“My uncle has been like a role model
to me,” Hall said. “He is one of the main
reasons for my talent on the football
field.”
Hall grew up in Carson, California,
outside Los Angeles. He moved from the
Los Angeles area when he was in middle
school, to Corona, California, not too far
from Snoop Dogg.
“Before high school, I stayed at my
uncle’s house all the time,” Hall said.
“Me and my cousins are really close,
almost like brothers.”
The football star, who spent every
other weekend and his summers at Snoop
Dogg’s house, says he isn’t a stranger to
the spotlight.
“I would go to the VH1 or MTV award
shows with my uncle,” Hall said. “There
was always paparazzi with him.
“It was a good experience for me to
see how my uncle handles those types of
situations.”
After receiving his associate degree
from Riverside City College in Riverside,

April Irvin photo

Tray Hall says that his uncle, Snoop
Dogg, was an influence on his football career.

California, Hall made the decision to
come to Troy and play cornerback.
Moving from the mountains in the
West to the hills in the East, Hall said the
thing he is most unfamiliar with is the
“country slang.”

In the future, Hall is open to opportunities. He would like to either play for the
Atlanta Falcons or pursue his degree in
business and minor in communication,
going into sports broadcasting in the
future.
“It has always been my dream to be in
the NFL,” Hall said. “I would like to play
for the Atlanta Falcons because I like the
color red and their uniforms look good on
the field.”
“But I know the NFL is everybody’s
dream, so I am open to pursue my degree
in whatever job comes my way.”
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NFL fans can influence league’s attitude
toward violence after domestic abuse
Amber Richards
Contributor
Baltimore Ravens running
back Ray Rice has caused quite
a commotion among sports fans
and women’s rights advocates.
Despite the National Football
League’s knowledge of Rice’s
assault case since February,
harsher punishment was not
issued for the player until Sept.
8.
The NFL changed its punishment for the player to an indefinite suspension only after
a second video of the incident
was released, causing public
outcry. This poses the question
of whether Rice was punished
for the violent act or for the
public knowledge of it.
There are claims that, while
Rice is in the wrong, he does not
deserve to lose his job. I would
then ask what he does deserve.
Rice is getting fired. However,
ordinary citizens convicted of
assault are likely to go to jail.
Many people find it justified
to forcefully react to an unarmed
teenager who allegedly stole
from a convenience store. Does
the status of being a famous
athlete grant immunity from the
consequences of illegal actions?
I think that the question many
people are asking is: Is it up to the
NFL to enforce morality among
its players? I think the answer
is no. People in the spotlight
are seen as role models. I do
not think the responsibility of
enforcing any kind of morality

should be left up to any chosen
person or non-government institution. It should be up to individuals, and it was a multitude
of individuals who called for
the NFL to act. The NFL did
not comply out of the goodness
of its heart. It would have fired
Rice in February if it had been
worried about that.
It seems that all people
working in entertainment should
realize their careers depend on
the whims of entertainment
consumers. It is also prudent
to be aware of the NFL’s antidefamation clause, or morality
clause, in the players’ contracts,
which
warrants
penalties,
including termination, for
actions that damage the league’s
reputation.
The NFL’s reaction is one
concerned with its pockets.
People were disgusted by what
they saw, and their morality
would be questioned if they
continued to support the NFL.
Rice was fired for the moral
temperament of football fans.
While I do not think that
morality was the concern of
the NFL, there is a bit of moral
enforcement going on. It is no
secret that domestic violence
is an issue for women and that
many men, famous athletes
included, get away with this. If
the worst punishment a man had
to worry about was an equivalent to a two-game suspension,
the consequences of assault are
not too stringent. However, if a
man risks losing a dream career,
the stakes become a lot higher.

ISIS’ recent
attacks raise
Americans’
concerns
Pierce Godwin
Contributor

The idea that “America is the greatest
country in the world” holds true to most
Americans. However, people are starting
to wonder whether this statement still
stands. According to a poll on Gallup’s
website for the week of Sept. 12,
President Barack Obama has an approval
rating of 41 percent and Congress holds
a 13 percent approval rating.
A poll held by NBC and The Wall
Street Journal showed that 61 percent of
Americans believe that taking military
actions against the Islamic State in Iraq
and Syria is in our nation’s best interest.
An article by CNN last week stated
that ISIS has quickly become one of
the largest and most feared terror organizations. The group is responsible for
the deaths of two American journalists,
a British aide, and many of the citizens
whom it claims to be representing and
defending.
Many Americans are disappointed by
Obama’s foreign policy regarding the
issue. Since the beginning of 2012, an
American Embassy has been bombed,
an American ambassador to Libya was
killed in a 13-hour standoff, and a U.S.
soldier who was held hostage was traded

That is not the right reason for
respecting the bodily autonomy
of another human being, but perpetrators of this crime already
have no regard for the female
body. If this is the case, should
the NFL adopt a zero-tolerance
policy for domestic abuse?
This is where I say yes.
The policy is not the same
as enforcing morality among
players. However, it helps the
public handle beliefs around the
issue. It conveys the message
that violating women is wrong.
This is an important issue
for society because, according
to the National Task Force to

End Violence against Women,
1 in 4 U.S. women will experience domestic violence during
their lifetimes. Women experience nearly 3 million physical
assaults a year, not including
sexual assault. Every year, 1 in
3 female homicide victims are
murdered by current or former
partners. Every day, three
women die at the hands of their
partners.
Football is one of the things
in this country that give people
a moment to forget about the
world and enjoy something.
However, a great number of
fans do not want their admira-

tion, their millions of dollars
each year, to be spent on Rice,
exempting the abuser from legal
repercussions. If Rice were
still in the NFL, supporting
the league would be supporting him, in my opinion. I hope
fans will continue to realize
that the NFL exists for them,
and they should continue to
exercise as much control over
the league as possible. Changes
in attitude can only arise from
within society, not from a flock
of money men in suits.
Amber Richards is a graduate
student in post-secondary and
adult education.

Seth Nicholson

for five known terrorists.
People are questioning the current
administration’s actions, wondering
whether it has been slow to react to ISIS
or has chosen to take a go-slow approach.
I believe both.
In my opinion, the Obama administration definitely underestimated the size
and ability of the terrorist group, but has
postponed attacking it so ISIS’ potential
as a legitimate terror group could be
fully analyzed. In an interview earlier
this month on “Meet the Press,” Obama
said that we are dealing with a “junior
varsity” team. However, according to
military intelligence, ISIS has more than
30,000 members.
While Obama’s final term is heading
into its second half with his lowest
approval rating since taking office,
many people are wondering whether
this conflict can be resolved before the
next administration. Simply put, I do not
think so.
Since President Ronald Reagan,
every president has issued a statement
of conflict in the Middle East: Reagan
demanded an end to the Iran hostage
crisis, George H.W. Bush announced
the start of the Gulf War to stop Saddam
Hussein’s human rights violations, Bill
Clinton sent troops to Afghanistan and
Sudan because Osama bin Laden posed
an imminent threat to the United States,
and George W. Bush declared a “war on
terror” after the Sept. 11 attacks.
As in the 9/11 terrorist attacks, ISIS
is trying to mask its actions behind its
religion, but it is nothing more than
politics. The 9/11 attack was politically
motivated: Al-Qaida targeted the World
Trade Center, a symbol of economic
freedom, and the Pentagon, a symbol
of military strength, and it is speculated
that the last plane, which crashed into a

field, was headed for the White House,
a symbol of democracy. The attacks
targeted neither churches nor temples.
In today’s world, the United States
must maintain a presence in the Middle
East. After World War II, the United
States established military bases in
Germany and Japan, which are still in
use today. I believe this is the reason we
should continue to have a presence in the
Middle East. President George W. Bush
warned the nation in 2007 that removing
our presence in Iraq would result in mass
killings on a horrific scale, and terrorist
groups would use Iraq as a safe haven to
replace the one they lost in Afghanistan.
Terrorist organizations are not new.
Terrorist attacks occurring on our soil
are always a possibility. Most Americans
know that Osama bin Laden was behind
the 9/11 attacks, but do not know that he
was also behind an attack on the World
Trade Center in 1993.
The History Channel’s documentary
“The World Trade Center” recaps the
bombing of the North Tower. On Feb.
26, 1993, a truck loaded with a bomb
drove into the underground parking
garage. Once exploded, it killed six,
injured at least 1,000, and caused over
$500 million in damage. The mastermind behind the attack, Ramzi Ahmed
Yousef, was a follower of bin Laden.
In a 1997 interview, bin Laden denied
knowing Yousef; however, he admitted
that he knew his uncle, Khalid Sheikh
Mohammed. Mohammed was also one of
the masterminds behind the 9/11 attacks.
At this point, the United States needs
to consider re-establishing a presence in
Iraq. Obama’s plan to withdraw troops
from Iraq was one of good merit, but the
circumstances have changed. This is no
longer an issue of administrative policy,
but one of protection of the people whom

the government serves.

America used to stand for strength,
and I believe that we still do. The issue
is that we focus more on playing politics
and less on taking the appropriate steps.
America has started a new airstrike
campaign in Iraq, but many are questioning whether that is enough.
ISIS is reported to bring in more than
$30 million a month on black market oil
sales. This kind of funding makes ISIS
a significant group. To be effective, the
U.S. should consider strategic attacks
that would harm ISIS financially, before
it is too late.

Pierce Godwin is a junior multimedia
journalism major from Montgomery.
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American flags placed on Bibb
Graves quad in memory of 9/11

Editorial Policies
As Troy University’s official student newspaper, the
Tropolitan strives to serve student interests. The Opinion
page is an outlet for Tropolitan editors to question university policies that do not benefit Troy’s students, praise
those that do and call attention to national and state issues that relate to students. The opinions expressed here
are not necessarily those of Troy University or the Hall
School of Journalism and Communication.
Editorials stand as the official, corporate opinion of the

Tropolitan. Our opinions are not influenced by campus
organizations or societies, university administration or
political parties. The first copy of the Tropolitan is free
to any student or employee of Troy University. Each additional copy costs $1.
Guest Columns
The Tropolitan encourages students, faculty and staff at
Troy University to express opinions in a guest column of

500-700 words. Dissenting opinions are welcomed, but
all expressions are the sole opinion of their author and do
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Kaufman offers guitar classes
Parker McCann
Staff Writer

Steve Kaufman, guitarist and three-time winner of
the National Flatpicking Championships, will offer
workshops in Dothan from Sept. 25-27.
The workshop on Sept. 25 will be for beginner and
intermediate mandolin, and a workshop for all skill
levels of flatpicking will be offered from the 25-27. The
workshops will be at Metro Music Shop in Dothan at
155 S. Andrews St.
Kaufman was born into a family of musicians in
1957; his father was a jazz piano player and his mother
was a classically trained pianist.
Kaufman started having an interest in the piano at age
4, then the electric guitar at age 10 and going on to the
cello and acoustic guitar later.
After getting into bluegrass through playing rhythm
guitar to help his younger brother’s banjo playing,
Kaufman brought home a Flatt and Scruggs LP with
Doc Watson on guitar, and was immediately hooked on
flatpicking.
At age 18, Kaufman entered the National Flatpicking
Championships in Winfield, Kansas, for the first time
and placed in the top 10. He tried again the next year,
but did not do as well. In 1977, he took second place to
Mark O’Connor, and won the championship the next
year.
The National Flatpicking Championships prohibit
winners from participating for five years after their
wins. Kaufman returned in 1984 to win the championship for the second time.
In 1986, the Championships were open to everyone,
including the recent winners, and Kaufman returned to
become the first to win the Championships three times,
and even more so, he won three times in a row.
Kaufman started producing instructional books and

videos in 1989, after teaching for almost 20 years.
Kaufman started going around the world in 1990
for concerts, workshops, clinics and other educational
events.
In 1995, he began “Steve Kaufman’s Flatpicking
Kamp.” Over the years, he added more camps under the
name “Steve Kaufman’s Acoustic Kamps.” They have
old-time Banjo, bluegrass banjo, and mandolin camps
to go along with their flatpicking camp.
Kaufman is now a top author with over 100 books
and DVDs for teaching music. He travels to a new town
every week for his “Kamp.” He is currently in Pittsburgh, and will be going to Kansas next week, and then
finally here to Dothan.
The Thursday mandolin workshop will be from 7
p.m. to 9:30 p.m. Kaufman will cover various topics,
such as learning chords and rhythms, and how to bring
out your talent.
The Friday flatpicking workshop will be from 7 p.m.
to 9 p.m. and will cover core skills and techniques. Saturday’s workshop will be from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
It will cover right and left hand techniques, drills and
skills, and other important skills for flatpicking guitar.
Kaufman will provide handouts and clear information to build off of for the future.
Pre-registration is required for both the mandolin and
flatpicking workshops. The price is $50 for the mandolin
workshop and $90 for the flatpicking workshop.
An evening concert will be held on Sept. 27 in the
same location. To make reservations, call Greg at 334792-0883 or email greg@metromusic.net.
The concert will be a bluegrass concert with many
traditional and classic songs.
When asked about tips for getting started on flatpicking, Kaufman said: “Don’t wait until tomorrow because
tomorrow never gets here. If I can do it, then anyone
can.”

Steve Kaufman photo

Steve Kaufman is a three-time flatpicking
champion who offers flatpicking “Kamps” for
players of any age.

New Bungie release is another space tale
Kianna Collins
Arts and Entertainment
Editor

“Destiny,” released on Sept.
8 for the PS4, PS3, Xbox One,
and Xbox 360, and it’s succeeding as an entertaining game.
One major thing that initially
kept me from playing the game
was the fact that it was a firstperson shooter: Everything is in
your face unless you decide to
run very, very far away.
Despite the fact that I’m not
good at these games, I still
enjoyed “Destiny.”
Not only that, but there is a
thriving community in Troy that
plays the game, so I’m rarely
ever alone.
First of all, this game is
beautiful. From the stars in the
sky to footprints on the ground,
there’s barely anything left
to desire. Early in the game,
the player gets to travel to the
moon. If they look up, they can
see the Earth rotating in the sky,
as well as a multitude of stars.
It’s everything we wished we
could see from Earth, and much
more.
The character design screen
is simplistic, but the characters’
faces aren’t shown that often —
they only make an appearance
in the Tower, which is the social
mode.
Players get to choose from

three different races: human,
“Awoken,” and “Exo.” The
“Awoken” are a humanoid
species with varied blue skin
tones and glowing eyes, and
“Exo” are a machine-like race.
Races don’t have much of
an impact on how you play the
game, but the classes do.
I picked the “Hunter” class
on my first playthrough, but
there are also two other options:
“Titan” and “Warlock.”
The “Hunter” class uses
mostly ranged weapons and
hand-cannons as its weapons
of choice. The class also gets
cloaks that distinguishes it as
“Hunters.”
The “Titan” class specializes in a strong defense, and its
unique item is a badge.
The “Warlock” class mixes
weaponry with magic. Instead
of stabbing its enemies, it
forces them to push them away.
Warlocks get an armband to
denote its class.
All of these seem pretty cool,
and I’m enjoying taking down
my enemies from afar. It helps
that “Destiny” has really fun
gameplay.
I found myself terrified of
bosses, yet still having a ton of
fun even if I did die 10 times.
“Destiny” also makes use of all
of the buttons on the controller,
even the touchpad.
The only thing that bothers
me is the subclass function.

Joshua Thurston photo

Destiny was released as a bundle with a white PS4 on the day of release. The game is a
space odyssey, where the player gets to travel from planet to planet and destroy Earth’s
enemies.

Players can go through the
entire game up to level 15 as
the first subclass, but when you
reach level 15, a new subclass
appears.
That means you basically
have to start all over again, as
I learned. You still keep your
statistics, but all of the skills for
the first subclass aren’t available
unless you switch back to the
original one.
Multiplayer is extremely

fun; There are “strikes” on
each planet, and there’s the
“Crucible.” Strikes pair the
player up with two others as they
take on several huge bosses and
a plethora of normal enemies.
The “Crucible” is basic
player-versus-player combat,
where players can show off
their skills in an arena setting.
It gives the player items, experience, faction reputation and
“Crucible” marks.

The “Crucible” retains most
of the classic game-types such
as “Free-For-All,” “Control,”
“Team Deathmatch,” and others.
The “Iron Banner” will open
up on some weekends, and that
playlist lets everyone keep his
or her level advantages.

Overall, “Destiny” is a great
game that even the newbies can
get into. It gets a solid 8.5/10 in
my book.

April Irvin photo

Vivace is a pop opera group that performed in Claudia Crosby Theater
on Tuesday, Sept. 16. It performed at the 2010 Olympics in Vancouver,
Canada, after a cross country search for four singers. The group of singers comprises Tiffany Desrosiers, Marc Devigne, Melody Courage and DJ
Calhoun. Pop opera is taking a pop song, simplifying it, and adding operatic pieces while opera songs have pop themes weaved into them. The
name of the group means vivid or full of vivaciousness. The group’s goal
in its musical performances is to make people smile, laugh or cry.
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Dear teachers, how not to upset your students
Valario Johnson
Staff Writer
As an extension to our
previous article, “How not
to upset your teachers,”
the Trop interviewed some
students to see what their
opinions are about professors and college classes
in general. Some students
said that the teachers here
at Troy are not so bad,
while others admitted
that with some, just going
to class itself can be
annoying. It’s time for a
lecture from the students.
Shellie
Moore,
a
sophomore communication major from Birmingham, said he highly dislikes
unorganized teachers who
try to blame their mishaps
on the students rather than
owning up to them.
“When
a
teacher
changes the date on an
assignment but forgets
that they changed the
dates really annoys me,”
Moore said. “This really
happened all the time in
my cultural communications class.”
Farrah
Gaston,
a
sophomore
biomedical sciences major from
Camden, said she hates
being in a lecture with a
professor who does not
test on what she teaches.
“I’m in a psych class

right now, and the
professor gave us 10
pages of notes,” Gaston
said. She said the problem
was not the amount of
notes that frustrated her,
but that the test was not
what she expected.
“I was thinking the test
was going to be definitions,” Gaston said. “But
all the questions she asked
were applied.” Gaston
said she was not taught
the format she was tested,
and that bothered her. The
test average for the class
was a failing grade.
To add to her angst in
her classes, she said that
talkative students bother
her. “I hate when students
talk in class,” Gaston said.
“It’s so distracting.”
Samantha
Lawson,
a
senior
biomedical
sciences major from
Smiths Station, focused
on the college experience
as a whole. She said she
is disappointed in how
academic and personal
matters
are
handled
around campus.
“The carelessness of
student services workers is
astounding,” Lawson said.
“These employees work
in a field whose purpose
is to serve students, and
yet, they could truly care
less about the welfare of
students.
“College has the repu-

tation of being a time in
which students are completely free to express
themselves. However, if
a student wishes to do
so, they have to follow
several bureaucratic rules
set by the university. This
prevents and discourages
students from expressing
themselves.”
Lawson also said that
some student advisers are
seen telling students that
they will not achieve their
goals or telling them how
hard their dreams will be
to achieve. “The purpose
of an adviser is to advise,
Hallie Dodds photo
not discourage,” Lawson Lauren Leffert, a junior nursing major from Hoover, said that her pet peeve
said. She said that it’s is teachers requiring books that they never end up using. Leffert is seen
great to keep students on here studying with her many required textbooks from her classes.
track, but some advisers
Haley
Baggett,
a
should go about it a to fill their résumés and think that their class is the
nothing
else.”
only
one
that
matters.
freshman
music
industry
different way.
The student said that the
“Professors expect you major from Brewton, said
“I
understand
that
way
professors
teach
is
to
do all of their stuff, that she dislikes unpreadvisers need to be honest,
exactly
the
way
they
are
but
don’t think about all pared students as much
but they should spend
not
supposed
to.
the
other
stuff you have as she does unprepared
more time helping students
to
do,”
Armstrong
said. teachers.
“We
are
told
not
to
achieve their goals.”
“I haven’t had any
An anonymous student play favorites, and we She said in anthropolin the music department are also told not to talk ogy, essays are due every problems with professaid that “above it all,” about ourselves (when Tuesday, which she has to sors,” Baggett said, “And
teachers are annoying. The we become teachers), but complete along with all of most of them have been
student wished to remain our professors do it all her other classwork and pretty helpful, but they
don’t address all ways of
unnamed since “the music the time,” he said. “Most extracurricular activities.
of
the
drama
that
happens
department is small, and
Also, she said that she teaching.”
in
our
department
(music)
there are a lot of sensitive
wants to be able to use
Baggett said she has
is mostly because of the computers in all of her a problem with students
individuals here.”
“The professors with faculty.”
classes. “Teachers go who don’t show up for
unlicensed egos annoy
Emily
Armstrong, through the notes and class. “Some people don’t
me,” the student said. a freshman marketing slides so fast,” Armstrong come to class and wonder
“Their egos are much un- major from Birmingham, said. “I can type faster why they don’t do well,”
warranted. They are here said that some professors than I can write.”
she said.

IT Department discusses Tailgating, international style
resources serving students
Emily Beckstrom
Staff Writer

Tori Roper
Staff Writer

The Troy University Information
Technology Department is the central
hub for all of the university’s technical
support. This covers almost 80,000 users
in 17 different time zones.
Greg Price, chief technology and
security officer, said that “the top priority
of Troy IT is to address the needs of
students in such a way as to provide
solutions that benefit the students’
overall experience with Troy University, whether at the Troy campus or
elsewhere.”
The IT department has a multitude
of resources to decrease the stress and
chaos of technical issues. Price emphasized the importance of submitting
a helpdesk ticket if you experience a
technical problem.
“Helpdesk tickets allow Troy IT to
pinpoint problems that are the most
important to the highest amount of
students,” Price said. “The more
helpdesk tickets that are submitted concerning a specific problem, the quicker
the problem will most likely be fixed.”
Julia Orcutt, a freshman criminal
justice major from Helena, said that her
main problem with the IT department
this semester is the Wi-Fi. The IT department is in the process of installing a new
hardware system throughout campus to
address this issue.
Kate Robertson, a junior marketing
major from Augusta, Georgia, expressed
her concern, saying, “Sometimes Blackboard is down and you waste time trying
to get on.”
Price said that Blackboard is not
managed by IT. “That service is maintained by the educational technology
unit in Global Campus. The solution is
hosted offsite, but a local manager team
directs the operations and support,” he
said.
Other resources that are now, or will be
soon, available through Troy IT include
TrojanTXT, FrontDoorSoftware Loss
& Recovery Free, Live Chat Helpdesk,
Colleague Student Planning, and the
Portal project.
TrojanTXT is an SMS communication service that notifies students of
important topics such as registration
deadlines, financial aid deadlines, drop
and add dates, and billing information.
Registering for this resource will allow
students to stay up to date with deadlines
and provide the possibility to win Troy
T-shirts and Starbucks prizes each
month.
During the summer semester of 2014,
TrojanTXT was implemented and 20
messages were sent to students through-

out the semester. Troy IT encourages
students to sign up for this service and
to join the 3,200 students who already
have.
The FrontDoorSoftware Loss &
Recovery enables students to protect
their laptops from last-minute crashes

“Helpdesk tickets allow Troy
IT to pinpoint
problems that
are the most important to the
highest amount
of students”
and the loss of all of their work. The installation of the software includes laptop
registration, a talk feature and four years
of a software tracking service.
Helpdesk is a major part of Troy IT’s
presence for students having technical
issues. The Live Chat link on the helpdesk
homepage will direct students to a chat
area where students can gain support,
not only for technical issues, but also
with questions concerning Blackboard,
Remote Proctor and Student Services.
Colleague Student Planning is a
resource that helps students clarify,
map out and track their courses of study
in order to progress more confidently
toward degree plans.

“The solution also helps improve the
quality of interaction between students
and advisers, and enables institutions to
map future course offerings more effectively,” Price said.
The Portal project is an upcoming
project that will allow easier access of
the Troy University website. Instead of
students and employees having to visit
several websites with different logins,
the portal will combine those sites into
one, making access more efficient.
The new site has been approved by
a Web council already, and will be
presented to Chancellor Jack Hawkins
by the end of September. The new site
will be accessible only to current Troy
students and employees. Therefore, the
material provided will be more focused
on that audience.

Before the football
game on Saturday, the
Vietnamese Students Association (VSA) set up a
white tent in front of Pace
Hall for fellow students
and fans to experience
tailgating, international
style.
The VSA brought a taste
of authentic Vietnamese food to an American
tradition, offering a variety
of finger foods, soups,
desserts and beverages.
Thuy Nguyen, a junior
economics major from
Hanoi, Vietnam, and the
vice president of VSA,
said she hopes the idea
of serving international
cuisine at a tailgate party
will encourage more international and American
students to interact with
each other.
“This is my first tailgate
party,” said Mahonj Yu, a
graduate computer science
major from Beijing. “I’ve
only seen an American
football game on TV.” Yu
said the idea of tailgating
is an unfamiliar concept,
but he likes the idea of
American football and the

Hannah Crews photo

Tra Vu (left), a freshman marketing major from
Hanoi, Vietnam, serving food at the Vietnamese
Tailgate to Kirsten Henry, a senior biomedical
sciences major from Huntsville.

tailgating experience.
In addition to the
variety of international
students at the tailgate
party, there were also
many Americans enjoying
the culture and cuisine of
Vietnam.
“My dad lives in the
Philippines,” said Timmy
Dunkin, a senior political
science
major
from
Rehobeth.“So I’ve gone to
Vietnam with him before,
especially for the food.
“I am impressed with
the authenticity of the
food and the service
provided by the VSA,”

Dunkin said.
Jimmy
Haddox,
a
sophomore
biomedical sciences major from
Dadeville,
said
his
favorite thing about international tailgating is the
different food offered.
“All of the food is
great,” Haddox said. “I
like how the Vietnamese
incorporate coconut in
their food.”
The next tailgate will
be hosted by the Chinese
Students and Scholars
Association
during
homecoming.
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Volleyball’s winning streak is snapped on the road against Auburn
Wally Pendergrass
Staff Writer
The Trojan volleyball team took a
five-game winning streak into Auburn
on Friday, Sept. 12, and came back
home with a three-game losing streak.
The Trojans went 0-3 in the Active
Ankle Challenge this past weekend,
losing matches to Auburn, South
Florida and Winthrop.
On Friday, the Trojans lost 3-0 to the
host Auburn Tigers in front of a home
crowd of 863 people. The Trojans had
only 24 kills as a team and were led
by junior middle hitter Darby Griff
with nine kills. Junior setter Tineille
Waggoner had 19 assists and two
service aces.
Troy tried to bounce back Saturday
morning, and jumped out to a 1-0
lead over the South Florida Bulls. The
Trojans held tough in the second set,
which included 10 tied scores and five
lead changes, but lost 25-22.
The Bulls would ride that
momentum and take the next two sets
and the match, 3-1.
The Trojans were led by junior
outside hitter Winston Blair, who had
12 kills and 36 total attacks. Waggoner
had 33 assists, while junior libero Ali
Dowdell had 17 digs.

While four players did have doubledigit kills in the match, the Trojans
had only a .175 attack percentage for
the match.
The Trojans then took on the
Winthrop Eagles in their final match
of the tournament. The Trojans were
off to a good start again, winning the
first set 25-18, but they lost the second
set 25-19.
The third set was a tightly contested
set with 10 tied scores and seven
lead changes, but the Eagles eventually took down the Trojans 25-23. The
Eagles would win the fourth set and
take the match 3-1.
Sophomore outside hitter Symone
Shaw led the Trojans with 14 kills.
Waggoner again led in assists with 40,
and Dowdell again led in digs with 19.
Freshman libero/defensive specialist
Avalon Nero and junior defensive specialist Madeleine Bouillion each had
two service aces in the match.
The Trojans are now 8-4 and hoped
to rebound as they started conference
play on Wednesday, Sept. 17, against
Georgia Southern in the Trojan Arena.
April Irvin photo
The Trojans also take on UT
Arlington in Arlington, Texas, on Junior libero Ali Dowdell (above) had 17 digs against the South Florida Bulls
Sept. 19, and host Appalachian State and 19 digs against Winthrop. Troy plays Appalachian State on Sept. 21 at
home.
in Troy on Sept. 21.

Men’s golf takes fourth
Jill Odom

Sports Editor
Troy’s men’s golf started
off its season at The Invitational at Kiawah at The
Ocean Course on Kiawah
Island, South Carolina, on
Sept. 12-14.
On day one of the invitational, sophomore Jared
Bettcher tied for ninth. He
sunk an eagle on the 11th
hole and made birdies on
holes No. 12, 14 and 16.

Sophomore Luke Moser
and senior Philip Brennan
tied for 27th the first day,
both shooting 75. Senior
Tolver Dozier sank consecutive birdies on holes
No. 2 and 3.
South Florida led the
first day, with the College
of Charleston, Duke,

Kentucky and Georgia
Southern making up the
remaining top five. Troy
followed, tied for sixth
place with Georgia.
“All in all, we didn’t
play too bad, and we are
just six shots out of second
place,” head coach Matt
Terry said. “We didn’t
make enough putts, and
we didn’t get off to a great
start. But we had it going
after that, and our guys
knew it.”
On Saturday, Sept. 13,
Bettcher led the Trojans
by birdieing three of his
final holes. Finishing
4-under, he took fourth
place. Moser had four
birdies and tied for 25th,
while Brennan had three
birdies and tied for 34th.
Troy moved up to the
top five after shooting a
290 for the day. South

Florida still led the invitational by 16 strokes.

On the final day of The
Invitational at Kiawah,
Troy pulled out all the
stops and passed Kentucky
to take fourth place.

Bettcher led the team
by tying for third with
Georgia Southern’s senior
Jennifer Carlisle photo
Scott Wolfes and Western Senior Jake Tucker (above) tied for 33rd place in the season opener.
Carolina’s senior J.T.
Poston.
corner of the net after it was deflected out
of the box by a UAB defender. The goal
was her second of the game, and lifted
the Trojans past UAB.
“This is the first time in history we’ve
gotten six wins in a row,” Farhnbauer
said. ”The whole team’s excited.”
The Trojans look to continue their
streak on Friday, Sept. 19, when they
travel to Mobile to play Francis Marion
in the Jaguar Classic. Kickoff is set for
4 p.m.
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Troy rallies in the fourth quarter, comes up short in third game of the season
the end zone from three yards out.

Michael Shipma
Staff Writer
The Troy football team suffered a 38-35 loss
on Saturday, Sept. 13, against Abilene Christian
University. Troy led by 14 points at two different
times in the game, but it still ended up being the
third straight loss this season for the Trojans, and
the second at home.
The Trojans (0-3, 0-0, Sun Belt) came out slow
on their first possession, and it was the first game
this season that they didn’t score on their first
offensive possession. The offense was forced off
the field early, and on the ensuing Abilene Christian
drive, the Wildcats (0-2, 0-0, Southland) were able
to move the ball down the field and score. ACU
sophomore quarterback Parker McKenzie threw
a pass over the middle to junior wide receiver
Monte Green-Avery for the 12-yard touchdown.
The Trojans, however, regrouped immediately
and put together an eight-play, 90-yard scoring
drive that concluded with a 5-yard touchdown
run from redshirt freshman quarterback Brandon
Silvers. Silvers ran up the middle and jumped
through potential tacklers, into the end zone.
Silvers finished the night with two rushing touchdowns, as well as another through the air.
Troy’s offensive success continued midway
through the second quarter, with Silvers scoring
his second rushing touchdown of the game to tie
the game.
Then, it was the defense’s turn to step up as it
held ACU to minus 14 yards on the next drive,
which ended with an interception from senior
nickel Femi Odaibo. Odaibo returned the ball to
the ACU 11-yard line. This set up a touchdown
pass to junior running back Brandon Burks,
putting the Trojans up 21-7 at halftime.
The Wildcats regrouped and scored three
minutes into the third quarter. A reverse by
Abilene Christian fooled the defense, and senior
wide receiver Demarcus Thompson walked into

Troy managed another touchdown on its next
drive. A 42-yard pass from Silvers to senior wide
receiver Chandler Worthy set up a first down for
Troy and an opportunity to regain a two-touchdown lead. On the next play, senior running back
Khary Franklin ran up the middle and scored from
11 yards out.

It was at this point in the game that the Wildcats
turned things around. The balanced attack from
the ACU offense wore out the Trojan defense that
had been playing well until that point. Abilene
Christian scored 24 unanswered points in the
second half and defeated the Trojans on both
sides of the ball. While the effort of the Trojans
appeared intact, the Wildcats’ talent and playcalling, coupled with an injury to Brandon Silvers,
gave ACU the lift it needed to take the lead.

Down 38-28 late in the fourth quarter, Troy
began a late attempt at a comeback, with a run
from Burks from one yard out. That touchdown
pulled Troy within three points of tying the game
with 20 seconds left. Although it seemed that
Troy got the following onside kick, the ball was
recovered by ACU, which was able to hold off the
Trojans and win.
“We’re in the throes of a sad time here, after
losing a game to a team we should’ve beat,” said
head coach Larry Blakeney. “I don’t have many
answers right now.”
The game was a serious loss for the Trojans, as
it shows that they can stay competitive in games,
but are unable to finish with a win.
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Soccer closes in on winning-streak record
Michael Shipma
Staff Writer

The Troy soccer team extended its
win streak to six games last weekend,
with victories at home over Jacksonville
State and UAB. The Trojans (6-2, 0-0
Sun Belt) are just one shy of the school
record for longest unbeaten streak of
seven games.
Troy started the weekend with a 3-1
win over Jacksonville State on Friday,
Sept. 12. The Trojans went into the game
with a four-game win streak, matching
the longest in school history.
The Gamecocks (4-4) were unable to
stop the Trojans early on, allowing Troy
to take seven shots in the first period. The
Trojans’ aggressiveness led to a goal in
the 26th minute from freshman forward
Natalie Melillo. The goal was Melillo’s
third of the year.
The Trojans’ offensive success
continued later in the first half with
a goal from junior forward Chelsey
Williams in the 47th minute. Sophomore
forward Annabell Simpson made a pass,
allowing Williams to score off one touch.
The goal moved Williams into second on
the all-time Troy scoring list.
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Junior forward Chelsey Williams (above right) scored a goal against the
Jacksonville Gamecocks, making it the 20th of her career.

Cross country takes
fourth place in Mobile
Jill Odom
Sports Editor
The Troy cross country
team attended its second
meet of the season and
took fourth place at the
Azalea City Classic at
Mobile on Friday, Sept.
12.
The women finished
the 6K race with a time
of 2:02:52, trailing South
Alabama by 10 seconds.
Junior Julia Ostendorf
finished eighth in the 6K
with a time of 21:58.7,
which was just shy of her
personal best of 21:56.9.
Teammates sophomore
Keaton Wallace
and
freshman
Stephanie
Newman were the next

Trojans to cross the finish
line, ending 24th with a
time of 24:06.4 and 31st
at 25:14.1, respectively. Sophomore Kristina
Bokenfohr took 35th, and
sophomore Rae Leach
was the last Trojan to
finish at 39th.
“We definitely showed
signs of life and flashes
of
competitiveness,”
head coach Elliot Blount
said.
“Julia
placed
eighth overall and did
very well. Keaton and
Kristina competed much
better than their last runs.
When we are back at full
strength, this team has the
potential to do very good
things.”
As for the men, freshman

Joe Giese was the first to
finish the 8K for Troy. He
came in 24th place with a
time of 27:39.2. Giese was
followed closely by junior
Sean Kent, who finished
26th at 27:51.6.
Blount said he was disappointed with the men’s
performance at the meet
but plans to see the team
improve.
“In order for the men to
take the next step, someone
has to emerge as a leader,”
Blount said. “We’re back
in action next week, and
we will compete better.”
Troy’s next meet is at
the Mountain Dew Gator
XC Invitational in Gainesville, Florida, on Saturday,
Sept. 20.

However, JSU bounced back with a
goal from junior forward Courtney Hurt
in the 53rd minute.
The goal sparked life into the
Gamecocks, and they were able to build
momentum through the second half. Fortunately for the Trojans, junior midfielder Alissa Jones came through with a goal
in the 80th minute, ending any hopes at a
JSU comeback.
“She’s been a really good player for
us playing in her new offensive role,”
head coach Jason Hamilton said. “She’s
learning it as she goes along, and she’s
improving every game.”
The Trojans took this momentum
into their second weekend game against
in-state rival UAB on Sunday, Sept. 14.
They won 2-1 in come-from-behind
fashion.
The Blazers (2-5) began the game
fast and physical, with junior midfielder
Paige Hanks scoring in the 15th minute.
Despite the momentum, the Trojan
defense held true, allowing the offense
to get in gear. Junior midfielder Jasmine
Farhnbauer scored her second goal of
the season with a header off a free kick
from Jones to tie things up in the 53rd
See Soccer, page 7

