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Coach Blakeney to retire
Jill Odom
Sports Editor

The end of an era was announced by
head football coach Larry Blakeney at a
press conference on Monday, Oct. 6.
The end of the 2014 season will be the
end of Blakeney’s final year as the football
team’s head coach. He expressed his hope
to maintain a presence at Troy and to help
in any way he can.
“Although he may be stepping away at the
end of the year as our head football coach,
he will continue to play an important role
in Troy athletics,” said Athletic Director
John Hartwell.
Blakeney made it clear that the decision
to retire from his position was not rushed
and that he took everyone who would be
affected into consideration.
The night before the press conference,
Blakeney sat down with the football
team in the field house and told them his
decision.
“I think it came as a shock to me,” said
junior defensive end Tyler Roberts. “Definitely, it came as a shock to the rest of the
guys on the team, too. Something like that
big of news in the middle of the season
— nobody’s really thinking about that at
the time, so when it comes up, obviously
nobody’s ready for it or prepared for it.”
Blakeney explained that he hoped that
the idea of a coaching transition would
change the players’ mindsets.
“Sometimes when you’re not sure, it
motivates you to work harder,” Blakeney
said.

Roberts said he doesn’t think the resignation was something that was needed to
get the team going.
“We were going to try to do all we can
to finish on a weekly basis to finish out
the best possible record we could, just
so we could leave a different legacy on
this season than so far what’s been laid,”
Roberts said.
Blakeney kept his speech short and made
it clear that he is still focused on trying to
win the next ball game.
“It’s time for me probably to move on,
and the opportunity to finish coaching
this team especially where we are at this
juncture in this season is going to be one
that I hope we can make a rewarding one,”
Blakeney said.
At 67 years old, Blakeney has coached
45 teams in a row since 1970. He coached
at several high schools and served as an
assistant coach at his alma mater, Auburn
University, for 14 years.
The coach reminisced about the many
people who gave him different coaching
opportunities.
“You don’t just walk out there and get a
college football job,” he said.
Blakeney had entered the 2014 season
expecting to go undefeated and still enjoys
knowing when the team is going to win
a game. The team has a 0-5 record this
Caitlin Collins photo
season.
“The wins are great,” Blakeney said. Head football coach Larry Blakeney formally announced his retirement
“The losses are awful. It’s awful. It kills Monday at a press conference. Blakeney will step down as head
you. It wrenches your gut. You try to go coach at the end of the 2014 football season. He has coached 45
teams since 1970. Blakeney is Troy’s all-time winningest coach with a
24-year career, a 175-106-1 record and five Bowl appearances.
See Blakeney, page 8

Troy’s College
Republicans host
Rick Santorum
Destiny Hosmer
Staff Writer

Jennifer Carlisle photo

Kappa Delta performs in the homecoming dance competition Tuesday night. The dance
competition is one of many events, put on by the Student Government Association
throughout the week, meant to promote Trojan spirit and help students go back to their
roots, like the homecoming theme.

Back to our dancing roots
Cassie Gibbs
News Editor

“Back to Our Roots” is the theme for Homecoming Week 2014 at Troy University.
Throughout the week, the Student Government
Association has been hosting events aimed to
promote Trojan pride and to reflect the history of
Troy University.
In Monday’s Tree Ceremony, leaves that had
student names on them were placed on a tree to
represent Troy students going back to their roots.
Tuesday, groups who participated in the dance
competition were required to choreograph dances
commemorating U.S. troops.

More homecoming events will be held throughout the rest of the week. These events include: the
homecoming skit competition, a Tailgate for Troops
event, the homecoming pep rally, and the homecoming football game. The skit competition will
be held in Trojan Arena on Thursday from 7 to 9
p.m. The Tailgate for Troops event will be held at
Tailgate Terrace, located beside the baseball field,
on Friday from 3-5 p.m. Following the event, the
homecoming pep rally will be held in Trojan Arena
and starts at 6 p.m. There will be games and other
activities at the pep rally.
The homecoming parade through downtown Troy
will start Saturday at 10 a.m., followed by Troy’s
homecoming game at 2 p.m.

Rick Santorum was visiting Troy today for a Republican
rally, one of many on the Alabama GOP Endorsement Tour.
The Alabama Republican Party, the Republican Party of Pike
County and Troy University’s College Republicans sponsored
the event.
The Alabama Republican Party held this event for the 2014
Republican Party candidates at the Troy town square on the
corner of Oak and Elm Streets from 7 to 9 a.m. The rally was
free to the public and open to the media.
According to Britney Garner, the political director for the
Alabama Republican Party, the rally was an effort to “promote
the Republican Party in Alabama and to support the Republican
candidates.”
Local Republican candidates include Jimmy Holley, Alan
Boothe, Bo Weed and Jason Youngblood. State Attorney
General Luther Strange attended the event.
Santorum formerly represented Pennsylvania as a U.S. senator
and is currently a socially conservative Republican Party politician and attorney. In the 2012 Republican Party presidential
nomination contest, Santorum finished second to Republican
nominee Mitt Romney.
Cole Lawson, the chairman for the College Republican Federation of Alabama, when asked about the possible outcome of
the event, said that a large crowd was expected. “Anyone is
invited to attend the rally.” Lawson said that students who are
interested in the Republican Party are invited to reach out to
Troy’s College Republicans group on campus.
“The College Republicans’ purpose is to offer interested
students an opportunity to connect with other Republicans,
make business connections, and serve as an intellectual outlet to
its members,” Lawson said.
See Santorum, page 2
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Students register to vote

Troy is “Bully Proof’
Events teach about bullying
Josh Richards
Staff Writer

Caleb Hicks photo

Jesse King, a freshman biomedical sciences major from Dothan, signs up
to register to vote at the voter registration drive Tuesday, Oct 7. Alabama
is enforcing an act that states all voters must have a photo ID.

Freshman Forum holds
leadership conference
Lily Casolaro
Staff Writer

The Excellence in Leadership Conference, hosted by Troy University’s
Freshman Forum, was held on Thursday,
Oct. 2. High school leaders from all
across the state and surrounding areas
engaged in leadership sessions and activities focusing on “Leading Beyond
Borders.”
Freshman Forum students and directors
took on roles such as group leaders, transitioners and runners.
Ashli Morris, a freshman broadcast
journalism major from Athens and
Freshman Forum president, describes
her group leader role as helping students
become acquainted with one another and
discussing more in depth the principles
taught by the speakers.
“My role was to help students get
comfortable with each other and further
discuss the topics our speakers presented
in order to ensure that the students could
apply the lessons they learned to their
own schools, communities and lives,”
said Morris.
Session speakers encouraged students
to be creative in their problem-solving
efforts locally, statewide and globally.
Others stressed the importance of professionalism in developing a resume and
in other correspondence with colleges,
the significance of cultural diversity and

the influence and interconnectivity of
leaders.
“Be an influencer” because “leading
is vital” but “typically the heavy work
is done by followers,” urged Chris
Shannon, lecturer and associate director
for the Institute for Leadership Development. He said that students should stay
focused and express conviction, commitment and courage.
John Kline, director of Troy’s Institute
for Leadership Development, said the key
aspects of servant leadership included
character, competency and confidence.
“The tips that the students were given
were definitely applicable, and students
left with a better understanding of how
to transfer leadership from high school
to college and beyond,” said Margaret
White, a freshman elementary education
major from Huntsville and secretary of
Freshman Forum.
The John Kline Excellence in Leadership award was granted to Katie Connolly,
senior of Baldwin County High School
in Bay Minette. The award is given to “a
student leader of Alabama that has exemplified all of the attributes, and also the
qualities, attitude and servanthood of an
outstanding Troy University leader.”
“Our aim was to further strengthen
the leadership skills of the students who
attended the conference, and I believe we
accomplished that,” said Morris.

Fraternity will raise
funds for other groups
JoJo McBride
Staff Writer

Troy University’s Tau
Kappa Epsilon fraternity
will be holding its annual
philanthropy event, “Trick
or Teke.” The fraternity
will be holding many activities throughout the
week of Oct. 20 for the
event.
The organization will be
accepting donations for St.
Jude Research Hospital,
its national philanthropy.
St. Jude’s mission,
found on its website, “is
to advance cures, and
means of prevention, for
pediatric
catastrophic
diseases through research
and
treatment.
Consistent with the vision
of our founder Danny
Thomas, no child is
denied treatment based on
race, religion or a family's
ability to pay.”
The fraternity will
also be raising money
for other organizations’
philanthropies.
Dominic Godwin, a
junior nursing major
from Wetumpka and
philanthropy chair for

Tau Kappa Epsilon, said
there will be a costume
contest and a “free Dom”
jailbreak. T-shirts will also
be available for purchase.
According to Godwin,
this year Trick or Teke
will have a point-based
system, where the number
of points given is based
on the placement in each
event.
“The dance would be a
great example,” Godwin
said. “If you get first
place, it’s 20 percent of
the overall points. It gives
you how many points you
get if you get first, second
or third, and the organization with the most points
earned will receive a
check with the percentage of earning from Trick
or Teke to benefit their
philanthropy of choice.
It’s a total of 1,000 points
if you get first place in
everything.”
TKE international sets
Key Result Areas each
year for its chapters across
the U.S. and Canada. Fulfillment of those KRAs is
how international ranks
the chapter.
The
Lambda
Zeta

chapter of Tau Kappa
Epsilon
is
currently
ranked 20th out of all the
TKE chapters in the U.S.
and Canada, in regards to
academics, recruitment,
service hours and philanthropy dollars raised for
the St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital.
This past year, the
Lambda Zeta chapter
of TKE raised $325 to
benefit St. Jude.
Bo
Furlong,
a
sophomore history major
from
Prattville
and
history chairman of TKE,
explained that not only do
TKE’s members expect to
raise money for St. Jude
Research Hospital, but
they are also expected to
donate a certain amount
of money to another
organization.
“St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital is our
philanthropy,”
Furlong
said. “We will also be
donating to another organization’s philanthropy.”
Trick or Teke will take
place at The Front Porch
in Troy on Oct. 23, from
10 a.m. until 2 p.m.

Troy University's Department of Counseling and Psychology, the
National
Endowment
for the Arts’ Big Read
program, the University’s
Office of Service Learning
and Civic Engagement
and local business CGI
have teamed up to create
awareness about bullying
through
events
held
throughout October.
The event series, known
as Bully Proof, focuses
on the prevention of
bullying, cyber-bullying
and suicide.
The program is in its
second year at Troy.
“The
purpose
of
this event is to draw
awareness to the fact that
bullying is a problem
not only in America and
the world, but also in
our community,” said
Jonathan Cellon, coordinator for service learning
and civic engagement.
“We've unfortunately
lost some youth in our
community because of
that. This effort is to try to
bring that out in the open,
have dialogue, inform
people about the issue and
educate them on how to
address it."
Bully Proof kicked off
on Oct. 6 with “Suicide
Prevention: What Parents
Need To Know,” a presentation by Stephan Barry,
an assistant professor
in Troy's Department
of Counseling, Rehabilitation and Interpreter
Training.
Events will continue
with a 5K run on the square
in downtown Troy on Oct.
18. The race begins at 8
a.m., with a Kids’ Fun
Run beginning at 9:15

a.m. Benton Brothers &
Company, The Pot Holes
and Jared Henderson will
be providing live music
and entertainment.
Among other activities
will be exhibits and a book
read-along for children.
Registration for the 5K
run is available online at
www.bullyproof5k.eventbrite.com
Proceeds from the race
will be used to implement
an anti-bullying and
peer-helper program in
both Troy City and Pike
County schools.
On Oct. 21, Adrienne
Duke, assistant professor
and extension specialist from Auburn University’s College of Human
Sciences, will give a presentation titled “Cyber
bullying: What Parents
Need to Know and How
They Can Support Their
Students.” The presentation will start at 7 p.m. in
Hawkins Hall, Room 122.
The series will conclude
at 7 p.m. on Oct. 23 with a
town hall meeting and candlelight vigil. A panel of
administrators, educators,
school and clinical mental
health counselors and
professors will discuss
the bullying, cyber-bullying and the detrimental
effects of bullying and
victimization.
The panel will answer
questions
from
the
audience in the hopes
of raising community
awareness on the topics.
According to the U.S
Department of Health and
Human Services’ antibullying website, Stopbullying.gov, bullying is
defined as the “unwanted,
aggressive behavior” that
is usually “repeated, or has
the potential to be repeated
over time” and includes

such actions as “making
threats, spreading rumors,
or attacking someone
physically or verbally.”

While
bullying
is
typically thought of as
something that occurs
with middle school or high
school aged individuals,
bullying can also occur
on college campuses. In
this case, cyber-bullying
is more prominent.
According to nobullying.com, Facebook and
text messaging are among
the most common forms
of cyber-bullying.

“Social media sites
have made cruelty and
meanness public,” Ilja
Terebin, chief executive
of Ask.fm, a popular askand-answer website, said
in a New York Times
article
titled
“Being
Bullied is Bad for Your
Health.” “Previously these
acts were invisible. Now
they are on display to all."
“Bullying is terrible,”
said Leebo Tyler, a junior
math major from Mobile.
“It puts a hindrance on
the person’s growth as
a whole. It makes us
conform to many things
we may not want to
conform to. Hopefully,
the rate of bullying will
decrease in the coming
years so we can get past
this issue and on to other
issues.”
“(Bullying)
is
something that happens
within our school systems
and in our streets and also
on our campus, unfortunately,” Cellon said. “The
less tolerance we have for
activities, the better, and
that strengthens not only
the community but also
the university.”

Santorum
continued from page 1

According to the College Republican Federation of Alabama’s website, “While the
CRFA works with local campus chapters to help them provide their student body a
fun, politically oriented organization, it also serves as the first point of contact for
students who wish to work directly with local and state political leaders and their
election campaigns.” There are currently 13 CRFA chapters in the state of Alabama,
including Troy University’s.
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Domestic Violence Awareness
Victoria Roper
Staff Writer
October is Domestic Violence
Awareness month, and the
Student Counseling Center is
hosting events to raise awareness
throughout the month.
On Oct. 1, the counseling center put together the
Clothesline Project on the
quad. Students were invited to
decorate T-shirts in honor of
those who have suffered through
domestic violence situations.
“(The Clothesline Project) is
a nationwide program that recognizes those who have experienced any form of domestic
violence,” said Jenny Duncan,
assistant
coordinator
and
counselor at the Student Counseling Center.
An email from the Student
Counseling Center said, “The
Student Counseling Center
invites students, faculty and
staff to briefly write about their
experiences with domestic

violence, or to write words
of encouragement for others,
for our Domestic Violence
Awareness Month ‘Wall of
Stories’ campaign.”
Submissions should be sent
to the Student Counseling
Center’s email, save@troy.edu,
by Friday, Oct. 17. These notes
will be posted anonymously
on the “Wall of Stories” on
Monday, Oct. 20, in the Trojan
Center Food Court.
Representatives from the
Student Counseling Center
office will also be there on
Oct. 20 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
passing out information on
domestic violence.
“Domestic violence is a
pattern of controlling behavior
by one partner over another,”
Duncan said. “It can take many
forms, including emotional
abuse, physical abuse, verbal
abuse, sexual assault and
stalking.”
“The truth is, everything
may seem perfectly fine in the

Caitlin Collins photo

T-shirts decorated by students as part of the Clothesline
Project.

beginning of these relationships,” Duncan said. “The
controlling behavior and abuse
may emerge and intensify as
the relationship goes on. Every
situation is different, but there
are some behaviors that can be
red flags that the relationship
you are in is not a healthy one.”
For those who find themselves in abusive relationships,
Duncan wants to tell victims
that “there is hope and there is
help.”
“No one deserves or asks to
be abused,” Duncan said. “Talk
to someone you trust — a close
friend, family member, spiritual
leader, counselor.”
Troy University’s Student
Counseling Center provides
confidential counseling, support
and advocacy, for free, to

students who have been affected
by domestic violence. The counselors are trained to listen and
be a source of support to those
whom they are counseling.
To raise awareness, Duncan
encourages students to “educate
yourself about this issue and talk
about it openly.”
“Abusers
gain their power
through silence,”
Duncan said.
Duncan also
encourages
students not to
ignore domestic
violence if they
see it in their families, friends,
community, school or work.
“Let the person who is experiencing the abuse know you are
there to help and be a source of

Taylor Bowser graphic

support,” she said. “Don’t judge
them.”
Students can also donate and
volunteer with organizations
that support domestic violence
victims and their families.
“Funding for these agencies
has been cut significantly over
the past few
years, so any
contribution can
make a huge difference,” Duncan
said. “The House
of Ruth is a great
example of such
an agency.”
In the meantime, students can
participate in the events being
held by the Student Counseling
Center to spread knowledge and
awareness of this issue.

“No one
deserves or
asks to be
abused.”

IT Society offers professional opportunities
Mary Ferrell
Contributor

Troy
University’s
Information Technology
Society, or IT Society,
was founded in 2009 with
the help of Mary Joann

Rouse, and it has many
opportunities for students,
whether they major in
information systems or
computer science or they
need help understanding
computers.
Alex Chance, a senior

information
systems
major from Sylacauga,
is the vice president of
program affairs of the IT
Society.
“The
majority
of
members are IS or CS
majors, but we are open

Contributed photo

Members of the IT Society pose after touring Doozer Software in
Birmingham last spring.

Bully Proof series’
activities continue
Alyse Nelson
Features Editor

In conjunction with National Bullying
Prevention Month, the Department
of Counseling and Psychology has
partnered with the National Endowment
for the Arts’ Big Read program and CGI,
offering a series of events called “Bully
Proof.”
“Bully Proof” puts emphasis on
preventing and stopping bullying, cyberbullying and suicide.
The series began with a presentation
by Stephan Berry, an assistant professor
in the Department of Counseling,
Rehabilitation and Interpreter Training,
titled “Suicide Prevention: What Parents
Need to Know.”
Students can get involved in other
activities planned for later in the month.
A 5k “Bully Proof” run will be held
Oct. 18. The event begins at 8 a.m. in the

downtown square of Troy.
Entertainment during the run will
include exhibits and live performances
by the Benton Brothers & Company, The
Pot Holes and Jared Henderson.
Proceeds will be used for new
curriculum and personnel for antibullying and peer helper programs in
Pike County and Troy city schools.
The series ends Oct. 23 with a town
hall meeting and candlelight vigil in
Room 122 of Hawkins Hall.
Beginning at 7 p.m., a panel of
administrators, educators and mental
health counselors and professors will
discuss bullying, cyber-bullying and
their psychological effects.
The panel will also be answering
questions from the audience in an effort
to raise community awareness on the
issue.
Runners can register for the 5k at www.
bullyproof5k.eventbrite.com.

to all majors and basically
anyone who is interested
in the IT world,” Chance
said.
Just like the university,
the IT Society is diverse.
Chance said that members
come from all over the
world, and that there is an
even mix of female and
male members.
The
IT
Society’s
primary focus is on
expanding professional
networks; it hopes to
appeal to anyone.
The
society
tours
several local businesses,
such as the Troy Regional
Medical Center. It also
takes trips to Birmingham
and
Montgomery
to
expose its members to
different companies that
may employ them in the
future.
The
society
helps
members broaden their
networking possibilities

through
LinkedIn,
a
social networking site that
serves the business world.
Through networking, the
society is able to place
members into internships
with companies such as
Blue Cross Blue Shield.
The society also goes
to tech mixers, where
several IT companies are
represented.
“All this is to help
members get a job,
expand their networks
and improve their skills,”
Chance said.
Students who are not
interested in the IT world
can still benefit from the
IT Society.
The society holds “PC
boot camps” that are open
to anyone who wants to
improve his or her basic
computer skills.
The IT Society is

attempting to reformat
its meetings to appeal to
members and potential
members.
“This year we are
trying not to have boring
meetings,” Chance said.
“We try to have some
type of event each time
we meet, such as a guest
speaker,
seminar
or
workshop.”
There
are
several
opportunities this month
for interested students,
including a tour of Smart
Industries in Luverne on
Oct. 10 and a tour of more
companies in Dothan on
Oct. 14. More companies
will be toured later in the
year.
For more information
about the IT Society, email
itsociety@troy.edu
or
search “Troy University
Information Technology
Society” on Facebook.
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Why
Travel?

those who vacation at least
two times a year. Alternatively, blood pressure, heart
rate and levels of the stress
hormone epinephrine are
reduced after only a couple
of days of vacation.

Student recognizes
benefits of journeys
to foreign lands
Theresa Kiernan
Contributor
“Why do you travel? What
is the point?”

Shocked, I stared across
the table at my friend who
had just asked this seemingly
absurd question. I thought the
answer was obvious.
It is no secret that I love to
travel, and my year studying
abroad in Germany solidified that desire in me. I am
one of the first, last and
loudest advocates of adventures. Traveling not only
promotes enjoyment and
personal growth, but also has
a positive and measurable
effect on one’s health.

According to the U.S.
Travel Association, an annual
vacation can reduce the
risk of a heart attack by 50
percent. Additionally, homemakers who vacation every
six years or more have twice
the risk of heart attacks or
coronary death compared to

Micheal
Hodin,
the
executive director of Global
Coalition on Aging, predicts
that traveling may be prescribed by doctors in the
years to come, just as diet and
exercise are prescribed today.
Currently, the U.S. Travel
Association is conducting
more studies to observe additional benefits of traveling on
personal health.

“But why do you travel?”
my friend continued. “What
do you personally gain from
it? I mean, in Europe the
countries and cultures are
similar; when you have seen
one city, you have seen them
all. So what is the point of
going somewhere new? Is it
really worth the money and
time you spend just to say
you have traveled to so many
countries?”

At that point, I began to
understand his underlying
question, and I agree with
his premise. If one visits new
places just to take pictures
and check destinations off
a list, it is rather pointless.
Traveling then becomes only
a matter of pride at having
visited numerous places, and
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not about interacting with
others.

My reasons for traveling
are not simply to tell someone
that I have been somewhere.
I do not travel for the photo
opportunities or the greatest
collection
of
passport
stamps, although those are
exciting. Instead, traveling
allows me to immerse myself
in a new culture — to experience the sights, smells,
tastes, languages, mindsets,
histories, hopes, dreams
and ideas of those outside
my comfort zone. It teaches
lessons that do not exist in
textbooks and is a rare gift
that opens the traveler to both
the world and oneself.
Traveling gives a dual appreciation of the vast world
and one’s cozy home. It is
a rich experience and gives
something that cannot be
bought: a unique perspective and understanding of
the world. It is a black swan
moment at its finest — a
journey full of unexpected and impossible adventures that simultaneously
transform and reveal what
you had and were capable of
the whole time.
Growth is connected with
moving into bigger spaces,
and what better way to grow
mentally, physically, emotionally and spiritually than
to create those opportunities

to expand your horizons? If
you challenge yourself, step
outside your comfort zone,
or seek to understand another
perspective — how can you
not gain valuable gifts? What
could be better?

Traveling enriches one’s
worldview and broadens
horizons. It is not an action
contained within itself, but
one that lives beyond the
photographs and memories.
This is why I travel, and this
is why I believe others should
take the opportunity to travel
as well.
Our time as university
students allows us to learn,
explore, discover and grow.
What better way to meet that
goal than by taking the opportunity to study abroad? Troy
University offers numerous
study abroad opportunities
for students to take a step
outside their normal stomping
grounds. I went to Germany,
but there are several other
options available, including
trips to Costa Rica, Scotland
and the Netherlands, to name
a few. Odds are, you might
get the travel bug, too.
Theresa Kiernan is a senior
communication major from
New Hampshire. She has
participated in Troy study
abroad program to various
countries.

Photos contributed by Theresa Kiernan

Theresa Kiernan with a suit of shining armor in Prague, Czech Republic
(above), and at the Cliffs of Moher in
Ireland (below).

Transfer-in students viewpoints’
of Troy University and college life
Hannah Hartline
Contributor
It should not be a surprise
that not everyone at Troy University comes in as a freshman.
Troy’s main campus takes in,
on average, 500 transfer-in
students every year, according
to community college relations
coordinator Dendy Moseley.

Dan Beltran Jr., a senior art
studio major from Enterprise,
agreed that the faculty made the
campus appealing for him.

Some students come from
other
four-year
universities, while others come from
two-year colleges.

“Mrs. Pam Allen and I spoke
on the phone, and she gave me
a wonderful tour of the art department in Malone and I got
to meet some of the professors
as well,” Beltran said. “As an
older student with a choice, if it
wasn’t for the faculty and Mrs.
Allen, I wouldn’t have come
to Troy for art after seeing the
facility.”

Troy has a lot to offer a
student, not only in the way
of scholarships but also as a
campus and administration. The
campus has the feel of some
of its larger counterparts with
Greek life and various other
organizations, but also with
the close-knit feeling and the
helpfulness of the faculty of
a smaller campus. It is one of
those things that make Troy the
school that we love.

Despite the differences, transferring made sense for me. I
wanted to receive a two-year
degree, just in case I could
not complete a bachelor’s at
a four-year university due to
financial circumstances or any
other reason. I am grateful for
the opportunities at LBWCC
to learn how to be a college
student, instead of being an

Transferring from Lurleen B.
Wallace Community College
was one of the most intimidating decisions that I made as a
college student, second only
to choosing a major. Choosing
Troy was not an easy task, and
a lot of factors played into my
decision.

incoming freshman with no
sense of direction or how to
write a term paper.

I am grateful for having the
chance to learn the ropes of
college living, before making a
large life decision and leaping
into the commuter lifestyle that
I live now. Learning these basic
college skills at a small and
personal level prepared me for
the upper-level classes that I am
taking now.
Troy has a wonderful, inter-

connected feel that reminds
me of my community college.
Other than being lost for the
first few weeks, and still having
little idea about where some
buildings are at times, I truly
consider Troy to be my home
away from home.
Granted, the only thing I
think I truly missed out on with
“college life” is probably living
in a dorm, though that was a
personal decision. Transfer

students definitely have the
advantage when it comes to
housing, as we can choose to
apply or find housing elsewhere.

There have been a few bumps
during my transition to Troy, but
with the help of caring faculty
from both sides, it has been
nothing that was not met with
professionalism and determination to see student success.
Hannah Hartline is a senior
multimedia journalism major
from Andalusia.

Transferring to Troy is a
fairly smooth process with
paperwork that is quite common
to students, but the hardest part
for me was knowing which of
my classes would transfer and
which would not. Ultimately,
that affected little more than my
timeline of graduation, but I do
not think I would trade being a
transfer student for anything.

Seth Nicholson
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those that do and call attention to national and state issues that relate to students. The opinions expressed here
are not necessarily those of Troy University or the Hall
School of Journalism and Communication.
Editorials stand as the official, corporate opinion of the

Tropolitan. Our opinions are not influenced by campus
organizations or societies, university administration or
political parties. The first copy of the Tropolitan is free
to any student or employee of Troy University. Each additional copy costs $1.
Guest Columns
The Tropolitan encourages students, faculty and staff at
Troy University to express opinions in a guest column of

500-700 words. Dissenting opinions are welcomed, but
all expressions are the sole opinion of their author and do
not reflect the beliefs of the Tropolitan.
Letters to the Editor
The Tropolitan welcomes letters from students, faculty,
staff and non-Troy affiliated persons. Dissenting opinions and corrections are welcomed.
The Tropolitan does not exclusively print letters fa-

vorable to the newspaper. Letters to the editor must be
signed by the author, and a phone number must be included.
All submissions must be word-processed and emailed
to the Tropolitan by 5 p.m. on Monday. All submissions
may not be published.
Submissions bashing groups or individuals on the basis
of race, gender, age, ethnic group, orientation or religious
belief will not be printed.
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POPulus displays talent in show
Lilly Casolaro
Staff Writer

POPulus, Troy University’s
American Pop Music Ensemble,
is music of the people for the
people, produced by a studentdriven band focused on popular
American music.
“Our mission statement is to
show ourselves and the other
students here that if this is
something you really want to
do, you can do it,” said Wyatt
Edmondson, a junior music
industry major from Montgomery and songwriter for POPulus.
A product of the music
industry program at Troy,
POPulus allows students like
Tayler Collier to hone their
skills and identify their passions
in music.
“It is helping me mold what
I actually want to do,” said
Collier, a sophomore global
business management major
and music industry minor from
Pleasant Grove. “I came in as a
music major initially thinking I
wanted to perform, but changed
to business and became involved
in marketing for POPulus. It

Hannah Jo Strowd photo

Wyatt Edmondson (left), a sophomore music industry major from Montgomery, plays
guitar during a POPulus practice for its concert this Friday, Oct. 10.

molds you for what you want to
be or who you already are.”
In addition to the performance ensemble, students in the
music industry program explore
aspects such as producing,
songwriting, marketing and
recording that simulate the roles
of the various music-related
careers.
The specified courses in
the program provide multiple

avenues for students to excel
based on preferences.
“My biggest thing I can bring
to the table is my songwriting,”
Edmondson said. “On the last
three albums recorded, I’ve had
original music on all three.
“It gives me the chance to not
only write it, but also take it to a
professional studio with professional producers who take you
with them through the process.

They give you the opportunity
to step into the shoes of what
you want to do.”
According to Collier, the
networks and career preparation that POPulus has afforded
students in the program are
unique to Troy because there
isn’t another program comparable to it.
“This program has it all, and
when you graduate you will go

out and know what you want to
do with you life,” Collier said.
For Edmondson, the connections, networks and relationships made through POPulus
have afforded him the opportunity to record his first album as
a solo artist with the help of Bob
Bullock, director of audio and
recording for the group.
“I would not have had that
connection if it weren’t for
POPulus. You get a lot of great
connections and experience you
would not get,” Edmondson
said.
To showcase their musical
achievements, members of
POPulus partake in a yearly
spring tour aimed at recruiting
high school students, promoting
the band and recording short
albums.
Furthermore, POPulus is
hosting an outdoor concert on
Friday, Oct. 10. It will be open
to all students and the Troy
community free of charge.
Dino Brawl will begin at 8
p.m. as a featured artist, and
POPulus will perform at 8:30
p.m. in front of Smith Hall.

Poet Claire Bateman tells students she
once had doubts she could be a writer
Beth Hyatt
Copy Editor

Hannah Crews photo

During Claire Bateman’s
speech, she spoke about her
evolution into writing poetry
and her different works that she
has published up until now.

On Thursday, Oct. 2, poet Claire
Bateman came to Troy University.
Bateman’s arrival drew quite a
crowd as students from different literature classes and honor societies,
as well as faculty members, flocked
to Hawkins Hall.
Bateman’s writing is considered
prose poetry and, according to her,
it is one of the easiest ways to start
writing.
Bateman made the trip to Troy
from Greenville, South Carolina, in
order to present to the students and
faculty, as well as see her longtime
friend, Patricia Waters.
Bateman’s career started in her
20s when her book of poems “The
Bicycle Slow Race” was published.
Since then, she has had eight
books of poetry published and has
presented at numerous readings.
Bateman began her journey into
writing as a small child and, as soon
as she learned how to read, she dove
into the multitude of books that were
around her house.
“I had gone to college to become a
writer, but I had read so many great
dead masters like T.S. Elliot and
William Shakespeare and I realized
that I couldn’t write like that,”
Bateman said. “So, I figured that I
probably wasn’t a writer.”
She said that she was convinced
her writing was subpar until the
discovery of prose poetry.
In order to expose more of Troy’s

students to this form of art, William
Thompson, Ben Robertson and a
few other university literature and
English professors offered extra
credit to students who attended.
Meagan Berry, graphic design
major from Troy, attended the
reading by recommendation of
Robertson.
“I thought it was great,” Berry
said. “I really liked the really
different way she thought about
things and how it was just things I
would never, ever come up with.
Bateman’s different and intriguing view on poetry inspired many
students and increased awareness
of events like these. Her poetry was
not only entertaining to listen to, but
“it was its own adventure to write,”
Bateman said.
“The book called ‘Locals’ was
definitely the most fun to write,”
Bateman said. “I just couldn’t stop
writing realms. Each section of
the book takes place in a different
imaginary realm.”
The English Department faculty
expressed hope that, in the future,
more students will be inspired to
attend these kinds of activities.
Bateman’s performance piqued
the interest of many students and solidified the love of the written word
for others like Lauren Wiggins,
English major from Troy.
“I thought it was a very interesting
experience and a wonderful thing to
have right on Troy’s campus,” said
Wiggins. “I thought most of her
poems were quite humorous.”

April Irvin photo

On Thursday, Oct. 2, the Troy University
Confucius Institute presented “The Chinese Folk
Music & Chinese Martial Arts Show” with students from Beijing. They presented the showcase in honor of the 10th anniversary of the
conception of the Confucius Institute. Here, a
dancer performs a dance called “Weaving.”
“Weaving” represents a minority ethnic group
called Jingpo, who live primarily in the Dehong
and Jingpo County, Yunnan Province. This
dance shows the girls of Jingpo weaving cloth
with tremendous skill.

The “Big Read” Film Festival
All films will be shown Tuesdays from 7 to 10 p.m. in Patterson Hall, Room
107. The movies are free and open to students, faculty, staff and the
public. Each film will be hosted by a Troy professor with a 15- to 20minute mini-lecture.
Troy 1101 students can have their passports stamped for attending.

September

23
30

Fahrenheit 451
Capote

October

7
14
21
28

Girl Rising
Dead Poets Society
In The Name of the Rose
The Book Thief

November

4
11
18

The Princess Bride
Educating Rita
Wonder Boys
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Reminiscing on good ol’ days
Grishma Rimal
Variety Editor

Once upon a time, there was a bowling
alley in the Trojan Center where the
fitness center is now. Students were able
to fish, canoe and swim in the Lagoon,
and Pace Hall used to function as the
sorority house. Times have definitely
changed.
In the 127 years since its establishment, Troy has changed on multiple
fronts. From its official name to its
physical infrastructure, from enrollment
numbers to the very structure of student
life, many transitions have taken place.
“I remember a lot of us in the dorms
planning our schedules around TV shows
so that we can make sure that at like 2
o’clock, we are running back to the dorm
so that we can all watch like ‘General
Hospital’ together,” said Sabrina Foster,
Troy alumna, undergraduate Class
of 1999 and graduate Class of 2001.
“Nobody does that anymore.”
Foster said that she really misses the old
dining hall where all the students hung
out. Faculty members also dined there.
“You knew when it was fried chicken
day because the line was out the door,”
she said.
Troy had also not moved into the

An old edition of the Tropolitan
from 1931.

The Bibb Graves quad as seen in 1966, when it had a driveway around it.

semester system and was still following
the quarter system when Foster began
her studies. She preferred the quarter
system, as three short terms within the
year made them study more but also
gave them more breaks. Christmas break
extended all the way from Thanksgiving
to January, and there were two weeks of
spring break.
The biggest change for Foster has
been the increase of diversity among
the student population. “When I was an
undergrad, we had some international
students. We didn’t have as many as
we do now. So culturally it really just
exploded, and I love it,” she said.
“Troy was a whole lot smaller back
then,” said alumnus Joe Wingard, Class
of 1984. “There was not near as much
business as there is now up and down
Highway 231. There was only about
three places to eat.”
According to Wingard, stargazing on
the golf course, going to movie nights
that took place in Smith Hall, driving

out of Troy to have a bonfire or heading
to Panama City for the weekend were
students’ options for fun, similar to what
students do even now.
He also said that they spent a lot of
time in the dorm lobbies watching television because having a television of your
own in your room was a privilege just for
the wealthy students.
Sara Jo Burks, assistant director of
housing and residence life, has been
working for the university for over 26
years and recalls many of Troy’s older
traditions. “I can remember when the
Troy University football team was called
the Red Wave,” she said.
Another discontinued Troy ritual is
riding a horse up and down the football
field after the team scored.
“There was a young lady that brought
her big horse called Big Red, and we
loved Big Red,” Burks said. “He would
ride out on the field, and she was (called)
the Trojan Warrior Princess.”
Wingard, whose two sons currently

attend Troy, said that despite the growth
of the university, it still has the personality of a small college.
“Troy’s classes are still small-sized and
still have some individuality,” he said.
“Teachers are on a first- and last-name
basis, and you can get as much one-onone time with professors.”
Burks said that even though the college
has changed in appearance, looking
prettier each year, people’s devotion
toward students has stayed constant over
the years.
“All the people that work on the
campus genuinely have, for the most
part, a love of the students, and they
enjoy helping them and enjoying being
a part of their lives,” she said. “I guess
just seeing things grow and improve
and things get nicer and prettier, it’s
something to be proud of. A lot of Trojan
pride develops.”

Taylor Bowser graphic

Festivities from Nepal celebrated at Troy
Beth Hyatt
Copy Editor

The Nepali Students Association came together
Friday at the Baptist Campus Ministry to celebrate one
of its most auspicious holidays, Dashain.
To Americans, Dashain is the equivalent of Christmas.
While Christmas is normally only celebrated for one
day, Dashain is observed for 15 days.
The celebration that took place last week was called
Bijaya Dashami, which takes place on the 10th day and
is the most important day of the holiday. During this
celebration, the Nepali students partook of authentic
Nepali foods, showcased dances and music, and celebrated cultural traditions that brought various attendees
together.
The evening began with an overall explanation of
the holiday. The celebration of Dashain focuses on the
fight between good and evil. It is during this time that
the goddess Durga (good) and the demon Mahishasura
(evil) fight until evil is conquered. The story of the god
Ram’s victory over the devil king Ravan is also cited.
Priyanka Sharma, a freshman computer science
major from Kathmandu, Nepal, presented the story of
Dashami and the traditions involved.
“The main thing that we do is put on tika, which is
what we did tonight,” she said. “It is the blessing of a
senior to the younger ones. I had a great time presenting and (enjoyed) the food, of course. I was missing the
food.”
During the festivities in Nepal, people will partake
in dancing, eating, card playing and kite flying. While
gambling and card playing may be frowned upon in
some cultures, the Nepalese keep all of the money
earned during these games within the family and,

therefore, are only having fun.
After the introduction of the story, native Nepali
songs and dances were performed. The final act that
took place before dinner was the adorning of the tika,
which is rice seeds mixed with red coloring put on the
forehead of each Nepali student and the guests.
Because the act of placing the tika is an honor
reserved for elders, Darlene Schmurr-Stewart, dean of
international student services, was in charge of giving
out the tika.
The final event of the night was dinner that included
authentic Nepali dishes prepared by the students. Once
the dinner concluded, students were invited to stay and
participate in the traditional dances.
For the students from Nepal, this event was an
essential experience that reminded them of times spent
at home as well as provided them a chance to bond with
other Nepali students and come together in festivity.
“It is the biggest festival of Nepal,” said freshman
computer science major Sahil Hamal from Kathmandu,
Nepal, who is the current president for the Nepali
Students Association. “It can’t get any bigger than this.
It’s good to have this kind of event, and I would like to
thank everyone who attended.”
This event also proved a great way to merge the
Nepali culture with that of American and other international students, as the attendees were from all diverse
backgrounds.
“I think the event was wonderful,” said Cesar
Jauregui, a senior broadcast journalism major from Pell
City. “Not only was it culturally rich, it was just fun.
Even though we don’t necessarily understand, I think
it’s an eye-opening experience how it means a lot to
them to be able to share and be a part of that fellowship.”
Jauregui, who is also the president of the Interna-
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Rasmi Bhattarai (left), a graduate counseling
student from Butwal, Nepal, and Neelam Kc,
a Troy alumna from Nepal, light a clay lamp
before beginning the tika ceremony.

tional Student Cultural Organization, said that he hopes
more students will attend events like this because this
will broaden the horizons of his fellow Trojans.
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Trojans suffer six-game skid
Wally Pendergrass
Staff Writer

The Troy volleyball team dropped two
matches over the weekend and now has a
six-game losing streak.
After getting off to the best start since
1993, the team is now 9-10 with a 1-6
conference record.
The Trojans lost to Georgia Southern
on Friday, Oct. 3, 3-0. The first two
sets had the same score, 25-18, while
the Trojans lost the third set by a closer
margin, 25-23.
During the third set, neither team led
by more that two points.
Senior outside hitter Marija Zelenovic
led the team with 12 kills and an attack
percentage of .375. Freshman setter
Reina Terry played in two sets and had 21
assists, while junior libero Ali Dowdall
again led the defense with 16 digs.
When Troy last played Georgia
Southern on Wednesday, Sept. 17, the
Trojans dominated in their most recent
win.
The Trojans then traveled to Boone,
North Carolina, to take on Appalachian
State on Sunday, Oct. 5. The Trojans
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(Above) Junior libero Ali Dowdell had 16 digs in the game against
Georgia Southern on Friday, Oct. 3. She had 17 digs in a match against
Appalachian State on Sunday, Oct. 5. Troy has lost six games in a row.

Cross country
takes fourth
Jill Odom
Sports Editor
The Troy cross country teams traveled to Jacksonville
for the JSU Foothills Invitational for the fourth meet of
the season on Oct. 4.
Troy took fourth place out of seven competitors in the
women’s 5k race. Junior Julia Ostendorf set a new personal
best with a time of 18:40.68, while coming in fifth place.
Fellow Trojans sophomores Katrina Bokenfohr and Sara
Lane placed closely together, finishing 21st and 26th,
respectively.
“We had some season-bests out there today,” said head
cross country coach Elliott Blount. “We are a little banged
up in our 4-8 runners. We are going to have to find some
more depth moving forward. However, I know with the
energy these athletes have, we will continue to get better
every week.”
The men’s team also took fourth in the 8k race. The
team was led by freshman Cameron McCutcheon, who
finished eighth, with a time of 27:36.75. Teammate
sophomore Sean Kent was close behind McCutcheon, at
27:28.58. Freshman Calvin Lysell, who finished third for
the Trojans, finished with a time of 28:08.99.
“I am very pleased with how the men competed this
weekend,” Blount said. “We have a lot of momentum
heading into the last tune-up before conference play.”
The Trojans will travel to Tuscaloosa for the Crimson
Classic on Oct. 17. The Crimson Classic will feature conference rivals such as Georgia Southern, South Alabama,
UT Arlington, Georgia State, ULM and UL Lafayette.

versity, 8-5.

continued from page 8

Austgen and redshirt junior Keegan Burger from
Rollins College.
Racine and Samaha lost in the finals to sophomores
Nico Dreer and Franco Echenique from Barry Uni-

Troy’s next men’s tennis tournament is on Oct.
16-20 at the USTA/ITA Southern Regional Championships in Auburn. The women’s tennis team will also
compete at the USTA/ITA Southern Regional Championship on Oct. 10-13 in Tuscaloosa.

Football flashback: 1911 team

Contributed photo

Head coach George Penton coached the Trojans from 1911 to 1912. The season was 7-1-1.
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were unable to get any momentum in the
match and lost 3-0, with scores of 25-11,
25-18 and 25-17. The game was Troy’s
sixth straight loss.
Appalachian State is now 9-1 at home
this season and recorded a .337 attack
percentage. Troy, on the other hand, had
a .100 attack percentage as a team.
The Trojans were led offensively by
sophomore middle hitter Kiah Cheatham,
who had 10 kills and an attack percentage of .450. Terry saw action in all three
sets and had 27 assists, while Dowdall
led the team with 17 digs.
Dowdall is currently fifth in the Sun
Belt Conference in digs with 4.61 per set.
Cheatham is currently ninth in hitting
percentage in the Sun Belt Conference
with a .302.
The Trojans played rival South
Alabama in Trojan Arena on Wednesday,
Oct. 8. Visit tropnews.com for the story
and results from the match.
The Trojans have two more conference
matches this weekend, both in Louisiana.
On Friday, Oct. 10, the Trojans will play
UL-Monroe, and on Saturday, Oct. 11,
they will take on UL-Lafayette.
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Troy’s soccer team wins 10th home game of the season
Michael Shipma
Staff Writer

The Troy soccer team extended its home win streak
to 10 games, with a pair of 2-0 wins over the University of Louisiana-Lafayette and University of Louisiana
Monroe.
The ULL match on Friday, Oct. 3, was the first-ever night game at home for the Trojans (10-3, 2-1 Sun
Belt), which they played in front of a record crowd of
620 fans.
A solid performance both offensively and defensively lifted Troy past the Ragin’ Cajuns (5-6-2, 0-3-1
Sun Belt), who were unable to score against freshman
goalkeeper Mikki Lewis. It was her ninth victory as
goalkeeper this season, the most ever by a freshman
goalkeeper at Troy.
Sophomore midfielder Abby Reynolds scored her
first goal of the season with a shot off an assist from
junior midfielder Alissa Jones in the 21st minute.
After that, it would be a back-and-forth battle until
junior midfielder Louise Cheng scored Troy’s second
goal early in the second half. The 47th-minute goal
was Cheng’s first of the season as well, and put Troy in
control for the rest of the match.
The Trojans’ success at home continued on Sunday,
Oct. 5, when they defeated the University of Louisiana
Monroe. The Warhawks (7-6-1, 1-3 Sun Belt) were also
unable to score against the Trojans, who improved to
2-1 in the Sun Belt.
Lewis continued to make history at Troy by recording
her 10th victory as a freshman. It was also her seventh
shutout of the season.
After playing a scoreless first half, Troy was able to
break the stalemate in the second half. Troy took 12
shots in the half, compared to two by ULM, giving the
Trojans all the opportunity they needed to score.
Reynolds took this opportunity and scored her second

Blakeney

continued from page 1

through your head and try
to figure out what you can
do as a coach to help your
team.”
At Troy, Blakeney has
served as head coach for
24 years and is also the
school’s all-time winningest coach with a
175-106-1 record. 2010
was the latest winning
season for the head coach.

As
head
coach,
Blakeney has been responsible for leading the
Trojans to 15 winning
seasons, including six
seasons of 10 or more
wins. The Trojans have
won five conference titles
and appeared in five bowl
games since joining the
Sun Belt Conference in
2004.

“The guy is a legend,”
Hartwell
said.
“You
don’t use that term very
loosely, but he certainly is
a legend and synonymous
with Troy football and the
success it’s had over the
last 24 years.”

When asked, Blakeney
informed the media that
it was not health reasons
or a better job opportunity
that caused him to want to
retire.

“I feel healthy,” he said.
“I feel good.”
One of Blakeney’s
fondest wins was the
Missouri game in 2004,
which Troy won 24-14.

Veterans
Memorial
Stadium’s field is named
after Blakeney, and he
is one of the two active
coaches in the NCAA to
coach on the field that is
currently named for him.
He is also a member of
the inaugural 2012 class
of the Troy Sports Hall of
Fame.

Hartwell made a point
to thank Blakeney for all
his contributions to the
football team.

“To me and to many of
you, the greater thing that
Coach Larry Blakeney has
brought to Troy football is
the development of young
men and not just developing them on the football
field,” Hartwell said.

“You look off the field
because that’s really what
the business we’re in is
preparing young men and
young women, our student-athletes, for — the
game of life — and you
look at what he’s done in
developing these young
men. To me, that is the
No. 1 thing that Larry
Blakeney has accomplished, and we are very
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(Above) Sophomore midfielder Abby Reynolds scored her first goal of the season against the
Ragin’ Cajuns on Friday, Oct. 3. She was also responsible for the two goals against ULM.

and third goals of the season, giving Troy the win. Her
first was in the 70th minute, when a shot was deflected
off the crossbar. Reynolds then put it past the Warhawk
goalkeeper to go up 1-0.
Reynolds wasn’t done, however, and it took her three
minutes to score again. Reynolds took the ball off a
throw-in and put it past the goalkeeper to put ULM
thankful for that.”

The search process
will begin immediately,
but the main focus will
continue to be on winning
the remaining games of
the season. An advisory
committee will be made
up of a variety of people,
including former players.
Hartwell is hopeful to
find a coach by Dec. 15.
Many candidates have
already expressed interest
in the position. Troy
currently pays Blakeney
$505,000 a year as head
coach, so this budget
allures a wide variety of
candidates.
“There’s a fit guy,”
Blakeney said. “I don’t
know who he is, but
there’s a guy that fits this
place and will take over
and make this thing run.”
Blakeney
acknowledged that Troy was a
good place for him and
said he enjoyed raising
his family here. He and
his wife raised their three
daughters in Troy, and
each girl graduated from
Troy University with
various degrees.

“We will continue to
be proud of Troy University and what we’ve been
able to do here,” Blakeney
said.

Men’s tennis team
makes it to finals
Ty Ammons
Staff Writer

Troy University’s men’s tennis team
traveled to Rollins College in Winter
Park, Florida, to compete in the C.L.
Varner Memorial Invitational on Oct.
3-5.
Four Trojans competed in each of the
four singles draws, and one doubles team
played in each doubles draw.
Junior Gabriel Sciacca Dias beat junior
Fons Verberne from Saint Leo in his first
round, 6-3, 6-0.
In his second-round match, he played
sophomore Inaki Espindola from the
University of Central Florida. Dias won
the match 6-1, 7-5.
Dias
played
Barry
University
sophomore Nico Dreer in his third-round
match and won, 6-3, 6-1.
In the final round, Dias was set to play
junior Danny Riggs from Lynn University, but he ended up winning by default
because Riggs was injured and unable to
compete.
Teammate and junior Giovani Samaha
made it to the semifinals of the singles
B draw.
Samaha won his first-round match
against junior Justen Louis from Flagler
College, 6-2, 1-0. Louis retired in the
second set.
In Samaha’s second-round match, he
played junior Renato Lombardi from
Barry University and won 6-4, 6-2.

Word Games
Solutions

How to play:

Each of these word games represents a sports saying or
is related to sports in some way. Think literally to solve.

H

LE

2.

1. Ace in the hole
2. Pick six
3. Florida Marlins

1.

3.

away.
“We’re thrilled to win our second conference game,”
said head coach Jason Hamilton. “We’re doing well at
home, and it’s a good time to get back on a winning
streak. We fixed all the problems we had last weekend
at South Alabama. To have two wins this weekend
hopefully will get us on the right track.”

Samaha lost his next match to freshman
Loic Blanco from Stetson University 6-2,
6-2.
Freshman Austin Racine made it to the
semifinals of his singles match as well.
Sophomore Pablo Moreno made it
only past the first round of the singles C
main draw.
Moreno won the first round against
sophomore Austin Cruz from Barry University with a final match score of 7-5,
6-2.
In his next round, he played sophomore
Paolo Volpicelli from Lynn University,
and lost. The score was 6-2, 7-5.
Both of Troy’s doubles teams made it
to the finals.
Dias and Moreno won their first match
against junior Egor Panyushkin and
graduate Guilluame Vanelven from Saint
Leo, 8-3.
In the second round, UCF redshirt
senior Kiku Aulina and sophomore
Reece Acree retired due to injuries.
In the finals, Dias and Moreno fell in
an 8-6 loss to sophomores Chris Barrus
and Inaki Espindola from UCF.
Samaha and Racine played in the
second doubles draw. They won their
first round match against sophomores
Oskar Nurmio and James Defusto from
Saint Leo with the score being 8-2.
They went on to win their second round
match 8-3 against sophomore Casey
See Tennis, page 7

