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Ebola: What do you know?
Cassie Gibbs
News Editor
With the rising concerns about Ebola in the U.S.,
knowing about the virus’s history and how it spreads
is important.
According to the World Health Organization’s
website, the Ebola virus first appeared in Sudan and
the Democratic Republic of the Congo in the 1970s.
Two outbreaks occurred, one by the Ebola River in the
Congo, where the virus got its name.
The current outbreak is the worst since 1976, causing
WHO Director-General Margaret Chan to declare the
Ebola virus to be a public health emergency of international concern.
Before, Ebola was mostly focused in areas near the
rainforest. This current outbreak is a movement of the
Zaire species of the virus to urban areas.
Ebola is assumed to be hosted by native fruit bats,

and then passed to other animals, such as chimpanzees,
where humans can then become affected, according to
WHO’s website.
“Ebola then spreads through human-to-human transmission via direct contact (through broken skin or
mucous membrane) with the blood, secretions, organs
or other bodily fluids of infected people, and with
surfaces and materials (e.g. bedding, clothing) contaminated with these fluids,” according to the WHO’s
website.
Humans possibly infected with the virus may show
symptoms anywhere from two to 21 days. Humans are
not infectious until symptoms begin to show.
A patient with Ebola can present sudden “fever,
fatigue, muscle pain, headache and sore throat. This
is followed by vomiting, diarrhea, rash, symptoms of
impaired kidney and liver function, and in some cases,
both internal and external bleeding (e.g., oozing from
the gums, blood in the stools),” according to the WHO’s
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website.
There are a number of tests to help diagnose Ebola.
Early treatment of hydration and specific treatment
of some symptoms increase survival. According to the
WHO’s website, the average fatality rate is 50 percent.
While there is no true licensed cure for Ebola, there
are two vaccines that are potential candidates.
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s website, there have been only three confirmed
cases of Ebola in the U.S.
The first confirmed case was that of Thomas Eric
Duncan, reported on Sept. 30 in Dallas. He traveled
from Africa to the United States, where he began to
show symptoms of the virus. Duncan died on Oct. 8.
On Oct. 10 and Oct. 14, two hospital workers who
helped treat Duncan tested positive for Ebola. Each
worker was isolated.
See Ebola, page 2

Troops to hold
a candy drive
for Halloween
Josh Richards
Staff Writer

Troy University’s Troy for Troops Center will be
holding a Candy for Kids event to support the local
Boys and Girls Club.
This is the first operational year for Troy for Troops
on Troy University’s main campus. According to Davaul
Blackmon, a sophomore nursing major from Louisville and vice president of the Veterans National Honor
Society (SALUTE), the organization was created as a
place “where veterans and dependents come to escape
the very busy atmosphere of college and relax among
their fellow peers. The Troy for Troops Center is many
things, but most of all, it’s a home away from home for
veterans and dependents.”
This year is also the first year to collect candy.
Blackmon said that the drive is to help children enjoy
Halloween when they otherwise might not be able to.
“We are also trying to bring the candy to kids who
aren’t able to do the traditional Halloween trick-or-treating,” Blackmon said. “Also, we are attempting to give
Jonah Enfinger photo candy to kids who have parents that worry about their
A group of Ma-Chi drummers participate in the Grand Entry Ceremony, an opening act to the two- safety as they participate in trick-or-treating.”
Luke Johnson, a junior human services major from
day Pow Wow held last weekend on Troy’s campus, celebrating the history and traditions of the
Paxton,
Florida, and SALUTE secretary, said that
tribe. The Ma-Chis are the remnants of the “Creek Confederacy.” For the ceremony, the dancers
the
Troy
for Troops candy drive will do well and the
and musicians wore traditional regalia, which represent different traditions. Along with the Grand
children
will
enjoy Halloween.
Entry Ceremony, the Ma-Chis shared their culture and history with members of the community
“I wholeheartedly believe that Candy for Kids will be
through native food, dancing, singing and music, and crafts.
See Candy, page 2

Palladium making changes
Lilly Casolaro
Staff Writer

The Palladium, Troy University’s yearbook,
allows students to relive each school year and
shows the growth and diversity of the students.
With this in mind, the Palladium staff aims
to increase the quality, maintain high expectations and performance and produce a
memorable product.
Davis Gamble, a junior multimedia journalism major from Beauregard and editorin-chief, said that the theme for the 2014-15
Palladium is “Spirit.” He hopes to capture the
idea that spirit determines unity among Troy
students.
“Spirit can mean so many different things,
from homecoming events, to standing up in
front of a 100-person classroom, to individual
style. It is about the spirit in you that makes

you a part of Troy,” Gamble said.
The Palladium page count continues to grow,
due largely to the diversity represented in the
book. Two years ago, the book had about 200
pages. The 2013-14 book that came out last
month was 320 pages. This year the book is
anticipated at 400 pages, which is equivalent
to Auburn University’s yearbook.
The Palladium consists of features on
student life, student interest and academics;
pieces on parking, housing, international and
study abroad endeavors; and details about
more than 75 organizations.
Gamble has been a part of the Palladium for
three years and said he has never seen a more
hard-working staff than this year’s group.
“They are all dedicated, and we work
together as a team,” Gamble said.
See Palladium, page 2
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The Palladium’s top editors and business manager present a
copy of the 2013-14 Palladium to Chancellor Jack Hawkins Jr.
(center). From left are Morgan Graham, a sophomore education
major from Brundidge; Kayla Peters, a senior political science
and public administration major from Pell City; Davis Gamble, a
junior multimedia journalism major from Beauregard; and Allie
Hoffer, a junior math education major from Norton, Ohio.
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The CDC said on its website that the
“CDC recognizes that any case of Ebola
diagnosed in the United States raises
concerns, and any death is too many.
Medical and public health professionals
across the country have been preparing
to respond.”
Tom Frieden, director of the CDC,
said in a tele-briefing that the CDC is
doing everything it can to help actively
prevent new cases of Ebola from being
contracted in the U.S. and that, while the
risk level isn’t at Level 0 yet, the risk is
decreasing.
“We’ll continue to do whatever we can
to reduce risk to Americans,” Frieden
said. “The fact that three individuals in
this country have developed Ebola in this
country is obviously of great concern.

Palladium

continued from page 1

Several additions are
included in the Palladium.
A DVD accompanies the
printed book at no extra
cost.
It includes pictures and
short snippets produced
in
conjunction
with
TrojanVision.
Faculty pictures will be
featured based on departmental divisions within
their colleges.
Furthermore, band affiliated Greeks will be
included in the Sound of
the South section.
“The Sound of the South
section is brand new,
and it will be beautiful,”
said Kayla Peters, a
senior political science
and public administration major from Pell City
and design editor for the
Palladium.
The theater, art and
dance categories will be
morphed into a 150-page
student interest section to
further highlight student
achievements.
Another focus of this
year’s book will be on the
community that campus
housing encompasses.
“Dorm rooms are just
like families, and we
really want to get that
community
aspect,”
Gamble said.
Currently, the Palladium
costs $5 for students,
which serves as a reservation fee to ensure that those
who want a book are guaranteed a copy. According
to Peters, the cost to print
a Palladium is about $75
per book, but the student
activity fee pays for 90
percent of that cost.
Raising the price of the
book slightly has been
discussed.
However,
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And it reminds us that until we can stop
the outbreak at the source, we can do lots
of things to reduce the risk and at this continued from page 1
point, the risk is getting lower through
able to accomplish its goal this year, and, hopefully, for many years to come,” Johnson
these measures.”
Anna Orlofsky, a senior English and said.
According to its website, the Boys and Girls Club of Troy was started in 1978. The
Spanish double major from Troy, said
mission
of the Boys and Girls club is to “strive to give local youth a platform which
that the more information she’s learned
allows
them
to develop into self-reliant, responsible, contributing members of the
about the virus, the less worry she has
community.”
about contracting the disease.
The local Boys and Girls Club has served the community for over 35 years.
“When it first broke out, I was terrified,”
Orlofsky said. “I was running around in
The Candy for Kids program will be held in the Trojan Center food court on Oct. 28
July sure I wasn’t going to make it to and 29. Donations can be given from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. both days. Candy or monetary
Christmas. Now that I’ve researched the donations will be accepted.
topic, I feel that if people in the U.S. are
safe and smart, we should be fine.”
For more information, visit the CDC’s
website at www.cdc.gov, call its informational line at 1-800-232-4636 (1-800CDC INFO), or visit WHO’s website,
www.who.int.

Gamble and other staff
members are cautious
about the cost of the
Palladium in relation to
other student expenses and
emphasize the importance
of preserving the history
being made at Troy.
“The Palladium is the
least-expensive book a
student will ever purchase
at
Troy
University,”
Gamble said.
“Ten years from now,
when looking back, this
is really the only source
a student will have to
remember their senior
year or their freshman
year, ” Peters said.
Copies of the 2013-2014
book are currently available
in the Palladium office,
located in the bottom of
Wallace Hall, Room 103.
Books for the 2014-2015
year are available for
advanced sale. There are a
limited number of copies
available to students,
capped at 700 for pre-order.
A maximum of 750 will be
printed; 50 of the copies are
already reserved for faculty
and staff, given as gifts or
mementos.
The Palladium staff’s
goal to sell 750 books
this year accounts for 12
percent of the Troy-campus
student body. In coming
years, the staff will strive
to produce 1,500 books,
equating about 20-25
percent of the population.
Though expectations are
already set high, Gamble
says that the bar will only
continue to be raised.
“We are doing everything we can today to
make sure we have a book
tomorrow. We can’t do
everything but will try our
hardest to include as much
information as possible,”
Gamble said.
The Palladium has had
positive feedback, and the

past two books have been
the best-printed in the last
50 years, according to
Gamble.
“The Palladium staff
has produced a wonderful
keepsake for students
and other members of the
university community,”
Hawkins said. “I tell
students to hold on to the
memories of their college
days because they will
look back on them as
some of the best years of
their lives. The Palladium
is a great way to ensure
that these memories will
be preserved forever, and
now’s the time to reserve
your copy of next year’s
book.”
The staff aims to have
2,000 student portraits
in the Palladium, grow
interest and sales in the
book, and increase the
quality of the publication
for the upcoming edition.
Hundreds of students’
portraits have already
been shot, but those who
haven’t been photographed
will have the opportunity
during a spring photo day
in the Trojan Center.
“We met with Chancellor Hawkins, and he reiterated how important the
program is because we are
documenting history for
all to see in years to come,
and he commended us for
the work we are doing so
far,” Peters said.
Students
displaying Troy Spirit can use
#troypalladium to post
pictures on social media to
be eligible for a monthly
gift card and a spot in the
Palladium. If you would
like to be included in the
Palladium, you can also
email your pictures to
Davis Gamble, editor-inchief, at jdgamble98@
gmail.com.

Wall of Stories

Caitlin Collins photo

(From left to right) Nelson Delucca, a junior math major from Smith
Station, Kimbrlei McCain, a clinical mental health counseling graduate
student from Chelsea, and Lori Tucker, a sophomore communication
major from Marietta, Florida, participate in the Wall of Stories event
created by the Student Counseling Center to help bring awareness to
domestic abuse by displaying anonymous personal stories of abuse.

Walking the quad

Fraternity raises money for philanthropy

Caitlin Collins photo

Wyatt Elkins (left), a senior economics major from Bonifay, Florida, and
Stephen Lewis (right), a sophomore art major from Dayton, Ohio, walk
with the Tau Kappa Epsilon fraternity around the main quad to raise money for the fraternity’s philanthropy, St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.
The main event for the fraternity, Trick or Teke, is a Halloween costume
party. There will also be a banner contest and a “Jail Dom”event. The
fraternity plans to give a portion of the money raised to the winner of the
event, defined as the team with the most total points given by the end of
the night.
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Students discuss ideal university
Mary Ferrell
Staff Writer
It’s not uncommon to hear
complaints about Troy from
friends, classmates and even
professors.
With Troy’s recent increase
in tuition, students want to get
the most out of their money and
time spent obtaining a degree.
So, if the students were put
in charge, what would they
change?
As a consensus, the Trop
found that students love Troy
University, but there is always
room for improvement.
Alex Nelson, a sophomore
math education major from Pell
City, would like to see some
changes when Trojan football
rolls around.
“If I could change anything
on campus, I would switch up
the game day entertainment,”
Nelson said.
Nelson would bring tailgates
closer together and bands to
entertain waiting fans.
Nelson also hopes to see a
connected student body one
day. Although he knows that
there are a lot of opportunities to
connect with foreign students,
Nelson wants to break down the
barriers even more.
“I see international students
all the time, but they do not
seem approachable. I want to
know them deeper, and I wish
the cliques would disperse.”
Yhlas Jorayev, a sophomore

computer science major from
Ashgabat, Turkmenistan, said
that the “barrier” Alex Nelson
wants to break down is not as
large as he thinks.
“I’m connected enough,” said
Jorayev, who is friends with
the whole spectrum of Troy’s
student body. Jorayev said that
there are plenty of opportunities
to connect with foreign students.
Instead, he would like to see
changes in the gym.
“The gym needs to be bigger
so there is no line,” Jorayev
said.
Jorayev also would like to see
a men’s soccer team.
Andrea Gallman wants to
expand her college experience
into the city. She said that she
would appreciate different
shopping options and a “facelift” to clean up the city.
“I love my campus, but the
city is lacking,” said Gallman,
a
sophomore
elementary
education major from Gadsden.
“There is such a big divide. I
don’t know about stuff going on
in town.”
Many students said they
are not content with the food
options on campus.
“The dining hall should be
open more,” said Jordan Rich,
a sophomore business major
from Harpersville. “The hours
aren’t convenient for a lot of
schedules.”
Other
students
want
more options, such as Leah
Livingston,
a
sophomore

Trey Walker photo

While students are making suggestions on what could be improved at Troy University,
the school takes steps to better the campus. Seen above is the building project of
the new dorm that will replace Alumni Hall. Alumni received much criticism for its
dilapidated condition.

broadcast journalism major
from Miami. She said she wants
to see healthier and more diverse
meal options on campus.
“The only healthy food we
have on campus is salad,”
Livingston said.
Students cannot be Chancellor
Jack Hawkins Jr. for a day, but
this does not mean that they
do not have a voice in what
happens on campus.
There
are
several
organizations on campus that

facilitate tailgates, such as the
Student Alumni Association.
There are many organizations
on campus that bridge the culture
gap between international
students and American students,
such as Conversation Partners
and Tea for Troy. These groups
can help international students
with understanding the English
language and American students
with the different cultures
within the student body.
There are several volunteer

programs in the city of Troy
that offer students opportunities
to help out in the community,
which can lead to more
opportunities as well. Sign-up
sheets for volunteers can be
found in Eldridge Hall.
The dining services welcome
suggestions at their feedback
stations found in the cafeteria.
Finally, students can start a
movement or a club through the
office of Student Involvement if
they want something changed.

On the air with a Troy Public Radio intern
Victoria Roper
Staff Writer

While most of those
who want fame imagine
an audience on the other
side of the microphone,
Katy Ganaway performs
in a room alone.
Many
picture
an
enraptured
crowd
standing up and cheering,
but Ganaway, a senior
multimedia
journalism
major from Huntsville,
does not see her audience.
She knows that they are

probably going about
their daily lives — driving
to class or work, finishing
homework
or
doing
chores.
While it may be a
different vision from
some, Ganaway loves
her job interning at Troy
Public Radio and sees the
differences she makes and
the career for which she
prepares.
Troy Public Radio
is an on-campus radio
station targeted toward
the Troy campus and the
surrounding community.

“(Troy Public Radio)
is giving the community
a better sense of what’s
going on at Troy,”
Ganaway said. “The
stories are more than what
you can find online, like
the small events that don’t
get much publicity.”
Ganaway
worked
for 104.3 WZYP of
Huntsville for three years
before coming to Troy
and becoming involved.
She took a tour of the
commercial radio station
and was hired part time.
“I was really interested
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Katy Ganaway goes on the air at the Troy Public Radio station as she
prepares for a future career in the radio business.

because I kind of wanted
to be a reporter,” Ganaway
said.
Ganaway worked with
the street team to find
stories and as a board
operator during those
three years. She watched
her boss and decided that
she wanted to do what her
boss did.
Now,
Ganaway
is
preparing to graduate and
is looking into jobs in
public radio.
“It would be nice to go
to NPR,” she said. “But if
not, I would like to stay in
the Southeast — maybe
Nashville or Orlando.”
G a n a w a y ’ s
responsibilities as an
intern include editing
audio for programs and
training other interns.
“I am a host for
‘Weekends on All Things
Considered’ as well,” said
Ganaway.
Troy Public Radio
plays classical music the
majority of the time, along
with NPR programs and
regular Troy programs.
The interns are currently
in the process of starting
a new program called
“Making Waves,” which
will be targeted toward a
younger audience.
Ganaway’s favorite part
about hosting is deciding

how to report a story,
especially figuring out
“how to animate it with
my voice.”
She
enjoys
the
stories about art and
humanitarian issues, but
overall, Ganaway enjoys
the experience of the
internship.
“I think it’s awesome
that I’m getting to learn
how to do all of these
things where other places
will only give one job,”
she said. “There is huge
opportunity here.”
Ganaway’s
favorite
memory of her internship
was an experience at the

Mon
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Montgomery studio one
summer.
A movie about the
1965 voting rights march
from Selma was being
filmed in Montgomery,
she said, “so we took our
equipment and got some
good interviews from
people watching it.”
She met some people
who had been there for
the original march, which
was led by Martin Luther
King Jr.
“Hearing
people’s
stories
and
meeting
people unexpectedly is
great,” Ganaway said.

Wed

Thurs

Fri

6–8 a.m.
NPR’s Morning Edition with Steven Inskeep, Renee Montagne,
and Ann Hart

Marketplace Business at 7:50 a.m. and Marketplace Tech Report
at 6:35 a.m. and 8:35 a.m.
The Montgomery Symphony Radio Show
with Maestro Thomas Hines—
Fridays at 6:40 a.m. and 8:40 a.m.

9–10 a.m.
NPR’s On Point with Tom Ashbrook
9 a.m. and NEW TIME 10 a.m.

11 a.m.
NEW NPR’s Fresh Air with Terry Gross

Noon
Noon. News from NPR and Troy Public Radio

12:10 p.m. Troy Public Radio’s Community Focus with Carolyn
Hutcheson
12:30 p.m. The Radio Reader with Dick Estell

1–2 p.m.
NEW TIME APM’s Performance Today with Fred Child

3–5 p.m.
NPR’s All Things Considered with Robert Siegel, Melissa Block,
Audie Cornish and Fred Azbel
Composer’s Datebook at 3:32 p.m., Birdnote at 4:32 p.m., and
Pulse of the Planet at 5:32 p.m.

6 p.m.
6:00 p.m. APM’s Marketplace with Kai Ryssdal
6:30 p.m. The Radio Reader with Dick Estell

7 p.m.

NEW
TIME
APM’s The
Splendid
Table

NEW

NEW

NEW

NEW

Travels
with Rick
Steves

NPR’s TED
Radio Hour

The Sundilla Radio
Hour

NPR’s
Ask Me
Another

8 p.m.
NEW NPR’s Fresh Air with Terry Gross

9–10 p.m.
NEW TIME APM’s Performance Today with Fred Child
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Deaths
on social
media
Quinta Goines
Contributor

Because social media are a
convenient way to share information with a mass of people, many
people have found them efficient
in announcing engagements, child
births and graduations. For years,
every time someone dies, the first
thing people seem to do is run
swiftly to their electronic devices
and share it on Facebook. In my
view, that is not OK.
A few months ago, a couple of
friends and I were traveling home
from school for the weekend. I
was on the passenger side casually
scrolling through my feeds on
Twitter and Facebook. All at once,
I began to see the dreaded “Rest
in Peace” posts. At this point,
nobody was posting a name of the
deceased, because of, I only guess,
respect for the person’s family. In
my opinion, that is not respect. For
one, if you are a resident of a closeknit community where everybody
knows everybody, seeing “RIP”
on a social networking site and not
knowing who the person is sends
people into a frenzy.
The unnamed could very well
be someone’s own kin. I, for
one, definitely went into panic
mode. My sister was traveling
home from college that day,
my parents had their own daily
errands that involved travel, and
one of my close friends was also
traveling home from college for
the weekend.
I called my mom, and all of my
family was safe, which eased my
heart just a tad. Soon after that
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phone call, I continued scrolling
on Facebook, and I stumbled
across the name of the deceased.
From that point on, my already
bad perspective of announcing
someone’s death on social media
worsened.
I have never had the dreaded experience of finding out a relative
of mine has passed away via social
media. Honestly, I do not know
how I would react to finding out
news so devastating.
One thing my family and I
agreed upon was to never put
our personal business on social
media. My parents, three siblings
and I live two or more hours away
from each other. If an emergency
happens, I would want to learn the
news while with the comfort of my
own family instead of receiving
hundreds of notifications from
Facebook. Word of bad news
spreads fast, but waiting a few
days or even a week to express
condolences on Facebook would
help ease the pain of losing a
family member or friend.
Have you ever stopped before
posting a “Rest in Peace” status
on a social site to think about the
multitude of people it would affect?
You never know if that person’s
whole family has been notified.
Just think, if you were to die right
at this moment, where would the
people be whom you would want
to know immediately? They could
be at work, on vacation, out of the
country, hours away at college,
serving our country overseas or in
other hard-to-reach places.
No one deserves to log onto a
social site to find out that a family
member or a loved one has passed
away. How would you feel if you
found out your brother, niece,
uncle, friend or cousin died via
Facebook? The next time you think
of putting up a “Rest in Peace”
post, take into consideration how
many people will be affected by it.
Quinta Goines is a junior multimedia journalism major from
Needham.

Seth Nicholson

Ebola in media spreads
more panic and confusion
Pierce Godwin
Staff writer
Ebola is getting out of
hand, not because Ebola is a
threat to the American health,
but because we are allowing
ourselves to live in fear. I do
not think there is a need for
panic if people are educated
about the situation.
The number of documented
cases of Ebola in the United
States can be counted on your
hands with fingers to spare.
Moreover, not one person in
the general public has contracted Ebola.
The reason Ebola is a
problem in the U.S. is that we
were not ready to handle a few
isolated cases of the disease.
The news media are also acting
hysterically by using Ebola
as a political stunt with the
upcoming midterm elections.
Anthony Fauci, director
of the National Institute
of Allergy and Infectious
Diseases, told Fox News that
the protocols that were used
are better suited for field work
rather than hospital work.
The Centers for Disease
Control
and
Prevention
confirmed on Sept. 30 that
Thomas Duncan was the first
individual to be diagnosed
with Ebola in the United
States. Duncan soon passed
away from the disease on Oct.
8.
Once the news broke that
Duncan was diagnosed with
Ebola, the news media started
to strike fear into the American
public. It was irresponsible for
the news media to continuously air inaccurate information.
There were claims that the
public had been lied to without
conclusive evidence. However,
there were a few cases in
which the media misinformed
the American population.
On the same Fox News
program, George Will tried to
challenge Fauci by claiming
Ebola is an airborne disease.
Will had not presented legitimate proof to back up his
claim, and there was no need
for that information to be
circulated.
When Ebola first hit main-

Dignity gone to the dogs
Theresa Kiernan
Contributor
“Would you kill Excalibur?”
Excalibur is the beloved dog belonging
to the first Ebola victim outside West
Africa. He was euthanized by the
Spanish government in an attempt to stop
the virus from spreading. It was unclear
whether the dog contracted the virus or
was contagious, according to The New
York Times.
This act sparked intense outrage.
According to the New York Times, more
than 390,000 people signed a petition
in an attempt to save Excalibur’s life
(compared to 150,000 signatures for the
FDA to expedite Ebola cure research).
In other news, Brittany Maynard
announced to People Magazine her
choice of a “dignified death.” This 29year-old woman has Stage 4 glioblastoma, otherwise known as a terminal

brain tumor. Knowing that painful and
slow deterioration will be the end result,
Maynard has moved to Oregon, where
she has taken advantage of legislation
allowing physicians to prescribe pills to
kill terminally ill patients.
Maynard is planning to choose her
own date of death and has determined
that Nov. 1 will be her last day alive on
earth.
A variety of people, 50 percent of
whom have self-identified as religious,
are in favor of this dignified death
movement, according to Yahoo! Health.
I, personally, do not understand a terminally ill person’s experiences, but I
must say that the juxtaposition of these
two news stories was quite comical.
A dog that has been exposed to a virus
receives media attention, pro-life rallies
and over twice the signatures to spare its
life as to find a cure for Ebola, the very
virus that it may have, while a woman,
who has a short window of life left,

stream media, everyone was
rushing to inform the public on
the virus. However, the reality
is that our chances of contracting the disease are minute.
Ebola is transmitted by close
contact of bodily fluids with
someone who has contracted
the disease.
Thomas Duncan contracted
the disease while in Liberia.
He flew to the United States
to visit family. Between the
time that Duncan left Liberia
and the time he was admitted
to the hospital with Ebola,
not one person who came into
contact with him contracted
the disease.
Shortly after Duncan died,
two nurses who cared for
Duncan contracted the disease.

“The news
media are
... using
Ebola as
a political
stunt.”
Once again, the media struck
fear into the American population when they discovered that
one of the infected nurses flew
from Ohio to Texas.
It seems to me that the more
we try to find out about Ebola
through the news, the less we
actually know. On Oct. 15,
Shepard Smith of Fox News
released a public service announcement on the situation.
Smith’s purpose was to stop
the “hysterical voices” on the
television and the “fear-provoking” words on the Internet.
He also went on to share
the facts of Ebola and Ebola
transmission.
Smith brought up the point
that politics has a role in the
Ebola crisis. With the midterm
elections upon us, “the party in
charge needs to appear to be
effectively leading. The party
out of power needs to show
there is a lack of leadership,”
Smith said.

decides to declare her own date of death
to the world, and people are supportive.
This does not make sense to me.
These stories bring many questions to
mind. Why are people more concerned
with a dog’s death than a cure for Ebola,
going by the number of signatures
collected? Why was the decision to kill
Excalibur made in the first place; why
not conduct studies, test his blood and
find answers to understand how Ebola
affects animals other than humans?
And as for Maynard, why is her death
more acceptable than a dog’s death?
Is this really a right people have, to
choose when they want to die? If we
are all going to die anyway, why is her
decision to end her life different from
my decision to end my life tomorrow?
Is suicide an act or a desire? And is
the process really less painful for the
patient and her loved ones if she goes
prematurely? Is it about resting in peace
or control? And what are the long-term
implications?
These are the hard questions I must
ask in the wake of these stories. I am

I believe President Barack
Obama has tried diligently to
show that he is handling the
crisis in the best possible way.
He has met with the director of
the CDC and he has appointed
an “Ebola czar.” Conversely,
Republican officials have
accused the Obama administration of poor leadership.
Like most Democratic presidents, Obama has struggled to
get the approval of Republicans, but now he is losing the
support of his own party and
constituents.
Obama’s approval averaged
41.5 percent at the end of his
23rd quarter, which ended Oct.
19. A Fox News poll showed
that 50 percent of Americans
believe that ISIS is still the
greatest threat to America,
while 27 percent believe that
Ebola is the biggest threat.
With ISIS and Ebola both
being prominent stories in
the news, many people have
speculated about the possibility of ISIS using Ebola as a
bio-weapon.
Al Shimkus, a retired
professor of national security
affairs at the U.S. Naval War
College, points out that adversaries in the Middle Ages
would throw corpses that
had been infected with the
bubonic plague over the walls
of enemies, but this is nothing
more than speculation.
“Everyone’s looking out for
signs of Ebola,” Jennifer Cole,
a British emergency management expert, told Daily Mail.
“The other issue with Ebola is
that it’s very hard to control.
The militants could just end up
wiping themselves out before
they’ve had the chance to pass
it on.”
As of now, ISIS is losing the
war. It was reported last week
that 70 bodies of ISIS militants
were dropped off at a Syrian
hospital.
“We do not have an outbreak
of Ebola in the United States,”
Smith said. “The only people
who have contracted the
disease are those who either
had contact with individuals in
Liberia or medical personnel
who had direct contact with an
Ebola patient. “

not sure how they can be answered,
or if they have any answers. As for
Excalibur, I understand the reasoning
behind the decision, but I would have
seen this as an opportunity to learn, not
kill. With Maynard’s story, she seems to
be redefining suicide as a desire, not an
act. Is that true? I do not know whether
we have the right to decide when we
die. After all, we did not decide to be
born.
Also, legislation like this could have
negative consequences in the future.
However, the most confusing to me is
why one dog’s death is worth fight and
outrage, even if it results in his slow
and painful death, but a human’s is not.
Is a dog’s life worth more?
I understand that there are numerous
variables at stake. I believe one should
take a step back and look at the stories,
and ask what makes Excalibur’s death
inconceivable and Maynard’s decision
to die admirable.
Theresa Kiernan is a senior communication major from Bedford, New
Hampshire.
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The Cains Trio due to succeed
Parker McCann
Staff Writer
The Cains Trio, a group of
graduates from Troy University, is releasing its debut album,
“Stay On Board,” on Oct. 28.
The band is composed of
siblings Taylor, Madison and
Logan Cain, all of whom are
from Hartselle.

The album will feature the
band’s first single, “Be Yourself
With Me,” a song about
allowing loved ones to let their
guard down and be open with
each other.

The three siblings not only
sing together, but also play instruments for the band. Taylor
Cain, the oldest of the three
with a degree in music industry
and minor in public relations,
does the lead vocals, guitar and
piano.
The
second
youngest,
Madison Cain, with a degree
in broadcast journalism and advertising, does harmony vocals
and bass guitar. Both Madison
and Taylor Cain assisted Troy’s

jazz ensemble, Frequency, with
producing the CD “Fields of
Gold.”
Logan Cain, the youngest
and only brother, graduated last
May with a degree in broadcast
journalism. He does lead and
harmony vocals, drums and
guitar.
The three of them started their
involvement in music when
Taylor Cain learned her first
song on piano at age 5 and then
started teaching her siblings to
sing in harmony.
While at Troy University,
the trio entered a video contest
in 2012 and won an opportunity to open for Dave Barnes
at the Workplay Theater in
Birmingham.
The show sold out 30 minutes
after they were added and, in
celebration, they wrote “Stay
On Board,” the title song for
their album.
The group hopes to be considered “fun music.” They want
their music to be uplifting, joyfilled and fun.
The Cains Trio is currently
working on honing song-

writing and recording skills in
Nashville and Muscle Shoals
while working on the album
release.

The trio members attribute
their success and enthusiasm to
God and say they feel blessed to
have such loyal and supportive
fans, friends and family.
They are excited about this
project, especially the song “Be
Yourself with Me.” They also
said they like the single they
released on their website previously, “I’ll Take That Any Day.”
Sharylin Pettus, the group’s
publicist, said, “It’s a sweet and
positive song about life and the
siblings growing up.”
Pettus and the producers are
also excited for the band and
said they show a lot of promise.
They believe the album will
take them far and bring a lot of
good things.
“I think the consumers will
love The Cains Trio,” said
Pettus. “I want everyone to at
least listen to the single. All the
music is very positive, uplifting
and vibrant.”

Amanda Chapman photo

From left to right: Madison Cain, Logan Cain and Taylor
Cain all perform together as a group named The Cains Trio.

‘Fury’ is a candid look at life during WWII
Jill Odom
Sports Editor

Columbia Pictures photo

“Fury” shows the lives of five men surviving through
the terrors of WWII. The characters’ mettle is tested
through the various decisions they have to make.

The war movie “Fury” pulls no punches visually,
emotionally or mentally. For those who can’t handle
“The Walking Dead”-level gore, scenes of traumatizing situations or the exposure of how grim World War
II actually was, then this is not the movie for you.
“Fury” gets seven out of 10 stars for its honest, noncandy-coated depiction of war and the people who
fought in it. It abandons the stereotypical, romanticized version of World War II and reminds viewers
that actual people fought and died during this war.
The story is set in 1945 Germany, where Hitler has
declared total war, and follows the crew of the tank
known as “Fury.” The tank members have lost one of
their men and have to repair the tank before they can
head back to base.
The performances of the different tank members are
excellent. Brad Pitt plays Staff Sgt. Don “Wardaddy”
Collier, who is a battle-hardened leader who understands the necessity of the violence he and his men
commit, but at the same time is reluctant to take on
his new assistant driver, Norman, who has been in the
Army for only eight weeks.
Logan Lerman portrays Norman Ellison, a young
clerk typist who is exposed to and horrified by the
atrocities of the war.
Norman is bewildered and overwhelmed when he
is ordered to do things he cannot morally come to
terms with, such as shooting an SS child soldier or
bodies he presumed dead.
The other tank members consist of Boyd “Bible”
Swan (Shia LaBeouf), Grady “Coon-Ass” Travis
(Jon Bernthal), and Trini “Gordo” Garcia (Michael
Pena).
Bible is a devout Christian who frequently tells the
crew that it is due to God’s grace that they are still
alive and leads dying soldiers to Christ.
Grady is the simplest and cruelest of the bunch and

picks on Norman frequently for his values.

Gordo is the Hispanic driver of the tank and gives
Norman tips on how to kill as many Nazis as possible.
“Fury” examines just what kind of psychological
issues a man would face when suddenly placed in the
nightmare of war. Some made a joke out of it, others
justified it as doing the Lord’s will, while others
struggled and fought more with following orders that
clashed with their standards.

Whether the soldiers have physical or mental
scars, it is obvious that no one made it out of the war
unscathed. Norman starts out clean and tidy, but very
quickly he becomes as grungy and grimy as the rest
of the crew. This alludes to the fact that those who
survived had to get down and dirty.

There are many moral dilemmas that occur throughout the story that show just how far soldiers had to go
to win the war. At one point a captain asks why the
Nazis don’t just give up, but Wardaddy responds with
the logical question “Would you?”
The film is suspenseful, but it has some odd lulls
that leave the audience restless and wondering what
purpose the breaks served.
The movie highlights the sheer brutality and desperation of Germany in the final months, when every
man, woman and child was expected to fight for their
country and those who refused were hanged.

The language is strong, but it is used in reasonable
situations rather than being overused to the point of
becoming abrasive. “Fury” is not without its humor;
however, it is only a very black humor.
Gore and death are not shied away from, making
the film more realistic because it forces the audience
to realize that war is not a pretty sight.
This movie is not for everyone, but it does show
the kind of selfless sacrifices that were made for what
one tank crew believed was right.
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NASA scientist speaks about Mars mission
Valario Johnson
Staff Writer

Students got the opportunity to learn about NASA’s
next Martian exploration at a lecture by Luther Beegle,
a research scientist with NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory, last Thursday.
The Mars 2020 rover is set to launch in 2020 and
have an initial touchdown on Mars in 2021.
With Beegle and his team’s efforts, the SHERLOC
instrument will be included in the build of this rover.
SHERLOC, or Scanning Habitable Environments
with Raman and Luminescence for Organics and
Chemicals, is a spectrometer that will provide fine-scale
imaging and uses an ultraviolet laser to determine finescale mineralogy and to detect organic compounds.
Beegle stressed that even if scientists locate organic
materials, it is not necessarily discovery of life.
“Everywhere on Earth we go to look, we find life,” he
said. “There is life everywhere. If life started on Mars,
why can’t we see it?”
Luther said that Mars is of importance to scientists
because it is the most Earth-like planet in the solar
system.
He said that because science has confirmed that Mars
was once warm and contained large pools of water, researchers hypothesize that Mars’ surface was habitable
more than 4 billion years ago and that this may be why
there is residue of organic materials present on the red
planet.
“We don’t just go to Mars to just look for stuff,”
Beegle said at the lecture. “There is a very specific
reason for traveling abroad in space.”
Though this project is of great importance to Beegle,
he said that planetary science is only 1 percent of
NASA’s budget, supporting missions that deal with
discovery and new frontiers.

Trey Walker photo

Luther Beegle, a research scientist with NASA,
talks to students about the next Mars expedition.

Beegle said that his team’s project started with a
survey administered by NASA.

“NASA gets 40 or 50 scientists from around the world
and asks them if they had $2 million, what would they
do with it,” he said.
Beegle and his team responded by proposing
SHERLOC, which was accepted and approved by
NASA.
With the SHERLOC instrument, Beegle will be able
to study geological features and potential bio-signature
identification; however, this information will not be
scanned until a decade after the landing of the rover in
2021.
Ultimately, Beegle’s goal is to confirm whether conditions are hospitable on Mars.
“We want to start thinking about how we are going to
start sending humans to Mars,” he said.
Scanning of samples, through spectroscopy and
SHERLOC, will allow Beegle and his team to determine
the type of matter present on Mars’ surface.
By shining a laser at a sample, usually a rock-like
structure, the team will be able to observe interactions
with the surface that are otherwise difficult to see.
“By taking this sample, we will determine whether
life could have been present,” he said.
“We hope that there are organic molecules. Organic
molecules can be everywhere, but life tends to want to
concentrate. If there are clumps of organic matter, there
may very well be life in that sample.”
“I wanted to go to the presentation because the information sounded interesting,” said Samantha Johnson, a
senior biomedical sciences major from Smiths Station.
“Also, I learned about a program that is being formed
that is planning to send people to live on Mars. This
lecture confirmed that this was something in the works.”
Beegle’s progress and participation with the
Mission to Mars can be kept up with by following
@lutherbeegle on Twitter.

Recycling project aims to reduce campus waste
Tori Roper
Staff Writer
Want to save the environment? Students can take
a step toward that initiative right from within their
residence halls through Troy University’s recycling
program.
Started by the student services and the housing office,
the project stands as a means to “get students engaged
in a meaningful project that all residences could participate in,” said Herbert Reeves, dean of student services.
Reeves is in charge of managing the recycling project
in the residence halls and supervises the workers who
manage the recycling.
“(The recycling project) has raised awareness of
recycling and the importance of it,” he said. “We have
increased the number of people participating in the
program.”
The recycling project includes paper, plastic,
aluminum and cardboard recyclables. Students can
obtain rolls of green recycling bags from the resident
assistants (RAs) in their buildings, and the bags are
picked up once a week from outside each room.
Another purpose for the project is “to reduce the
amount of trash being sent to the landfill from the
campus,” according to Reeves.
After being picked up, the materials are sorted by
students at the physical plant and then placed in containers to be sent to the recycling plant. Anyone who
wishes to volunteer at the physical plant can contact the
student services office.
To become more involved in the recycling project,
students can talk to their RAs about the pickup days for
their dorms. The bags must be outside by 9 a.m. on the
days that they are to be picked up.
“We need more participation from resident students
in the program,” Reeves said. Students can become
more involved by “simply recycling in their rooms.”
RAs are encouraging residents to participate in this
project, as it is part of the programming goals for each
of the residence halls, according to Reeves.
“The Newman Center recycles more than any of the
other residences,” he said.
Becky Albritton, a junior elementary education major
and an RA in the Newman Center from Prattville, said:
“I think the project has been effective, at least in the
Newman Center. It makes us so happy to walk into the

hallways on Wednesday mornings (pickup day) and
see green recycling bags outside of the majority of the
rooms.
“I think it will grow in the future as more and more
people hear about it and want to get involved,” she said.

“It’s already growing since last year.”
Students are being encouraged to participate and to
fill the halls with recycling bags and to reduce waste.
Also, it will benefit students by minimizing the amount
of trash they have to carry to the dumpsters.

Emily Beckstrom
Staff Writer

4. CloudOn
Much like Google Drive or Dropbox, this app lets
you store and upload files. The difference, however,
is that CloudOn lets users sync all of their files from
each storage application onto one single platform that is
easy to use and understand. This application helps keep
all your files in one place rather than going through
multiple apps trying to find a single file.
5. Indeed
This app allows users to find part-time and full-time
work in one easy place. Just type in your ZIP code and/
or city, then let the search results do their job. Many
companies and businesses use this platform to reach
students and users seeking employment in a certain
area. You can also set up notifications so that you are
always aware of opportunities in your local area.

Productive apps for college students

The saying “There’s an app for that” is almost too
literal in today’s world. There is always some sort of
technology available to help people with their specific
needs.
The use of technology, particularly among college
students, is constant. Look at your surroundings in
class. What are your classmates doing? The answer to
this most likely includes a laptop, cellphone or tablet.
While apps like Snapchat and YikYak are amusing
and handy in their own ways, there are other apps that
college students can use to boost productivity. Here are
five free and helpful tech apps for college students.
1. Evernote
This app allows students to take effective notes on the
go. It offers users much more than just the average notetaking experience. Functional and organized, it lets
users choose different ways to take, save and arrange
notes through the use of color, photos, audio and file
attachments within a simple interface.
2. StudyBlue
By incorporating flashcards into a digital framework,
StudyBlue works to be a great study tool, particularly
when cramming for an exam. Text, images and audio
can all be incorporated into digital flashcards. The app
also allows you to search for relevant study materials
within its public database or within your school and
class database, so it can be used as a virtual study room.
3. LinkedIn
This app is famous for its easy and effective strategies in networking. Free of charge, LinkedIn is a
notable social media platform designed especially for
April Irvin photo
employers and employees. For this reason, the app is
Greg
Gilbert,
a
senior
communication
major
great for college students to network, to search and
apply for jobs and to get their names out into the pro- from Brooklyn, New York, using the Blackboard
app on his phone.
fessional world.
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Trojans compete
at Crimson Classic
Jill Odom
Sports Editor

The Troy cross-country team traveled
to Tuscaloosa to compete in the Crimson
Classic on Friday, Oct. 17. The event was
a “Power of Pink” event and was part
of the annual Breast Cancer Awareness
Month that takes place in October.
The women’s team placed 22nd place
overall out of 33 competitors, including
Sun Belt rivals South Alabama, Georgia
State and Louisiana-Monroe. The team
finished with a score of 582 points.
In the women’s 5K, junior Julia
Ostendorf finished the best out of
the Trojans with a time of 18:56.07.
Teammates and sophomores Mikayla
Hodges and Samantha Smith set personal
records at the meet. Hodges finished

closely behind Ostendorf, with a time of
18:57.87, and Smith followed, completing the 5k in 19:49.36.
The men’s team had 31 teams to race
against, including Sun Belt contenders
Louisiana-Monroe and South Alabama.
The team as a whole placed 25th, scoring
735 points.
Freshmen Joe Geise and Dylan Ogburn
led the way for the Trojans. Geise set a
new personal best with 28:11:87, while
Ogburn was not far behind, finishing at
28:14.23. The next Trojan to cross the
finish line was sophomore Sean Kent
with a time of 28:28.93.
The cross-country team will be
competing next in the Sun Belt Conference Championships on Sunday, Nov. 2,
in Mobile.

April Irvin photo

Sophomore Shakiel Parker and freshman Rome Fiore prepare for the Sun
Belt Conference Championships on Sunday, Nov. 2, in Mobile.

Record breakers get back on a roll

toss-up as to who would pull away in the
second half.

Michael Shipma
Staff Writer

The Troy soccer team set new records
this weekend, as it defeated Georgia
State 1-0 and Georgia Southern 3-0
at home. With 12 wins this season, the
Trojans (12-5, 4-3 Sun Belt) have won
more games than any other Troy soccer
team since the team’s first season in
1997. Also, the Trojans have now won
12 straight home games, dating back to
the 2013 season.
Troy’s first game of the weekend on
Friday, Oct. 17, against the Georgia State
Panthers was a fight from start to finish.
The Panthers (5-8-4, 3-3-1 Sun Belt)
were able to hold the Trojans to just four
shots in the first period, and frustrated
any attempts at scoring for the majority
of the game.
The match remained a battle of the
defenses until early in the second half,
when sophomore forward Annabell
Simpson scored her second goal of the
season, putting Troy on the board in
the 61st minute. Fortunately, it was all
the Trojans would need to hold off the
Panthers and get back to .500 in the Sun
Belt standings.
Troy carried this home momentum into
its match against Georgia Southern on
Sunday, Oct. 19, for Troy’s senior night.
Troy seniors Paige McMillan, Georgia
Wallis, Jane Latif and Kailaini Decock

The Trojans, particularly the offense,
would step up in a big way in the second
half, and were able to get 15 shots in the
second half, three of which would go in.
Junior midfielder Louise Cheng would
put Troy on the board in the 52nd minute
with a free kick from 25 yards that hit the
back of the net. Later, in the 69th minute,
star junior midfielder Alissa Jones scored
her 17th career goal off a pass from
Simpson to put Troy up 2-0.

But Troy wasn’t finished, and after
being fouled in the box in the 74th minute,
junior forward Chelsey Williams drilled
home the penalty kick to give Troy the
3-0 victory. The goal was Williams’ 23rd
of her career, tying her with Jill Pinder
for the all-time Troy record.

April Irvin photo

Junior midfielder Jasmine Fahrnbauer had one shot on goal against
Georgia Southern on Sunday, Oct. 19. Troy won the game 3-0.

were all honored before the match.
Troy came out slow in the first half, and
was unable to get much offense going.
Fortunately for the Trojans, Georgia

Southern (9-5-1, 4-3 Sun Belt) was also
unable to do much against Troy’s reliable
defense. The game remained tied at zero
through halftime, and it appeared to be a

“We came out and executed as well as
we could in the second half, much better
offensively and solid defensively,” said
head coach Jason Hamilton. “We didn’t
give them any looks at all in the final
third, and that’s all you can ask for from
your team.”

Troy travels on the road to play against
UALR on Friday, Oct. 24, at 7 p.m. and
then the team will play Arkansas State on
Sunday, Oct. 26, at 1 p.m. to finish the
regular season.
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Mountaineers soar above Troy
Sun Belt newcomer Appalachian State trounces the Trojans 53-14
Jill Odom
Sports Editor
The Troy football team was dominated by Appalachian State, 53-14, on Saturday, Oct. 18.
Going into the game, both teams had the same record
of 1-5 and the stats were pretty even between the teams,
but Troy’s defense and offense could not answer the
visiting Mountaineers’ swift scoring.
Troy started the game by scoring on its first drive when
junior running back Brandon Burks made a five-yard
touchdown. The Trojans have been successful on first
drives, scoring on the first drive in three other games
this season. Though Troy has the habit of drawing first
blood, there was very little action offensively, besides
the first drive.
Unlike Troy, which took 12 plays to get into the end
zone, Appalachian State turned around and scored in
one play. On first and 15, freshman quarterback Taylor
Lamb threw a deep ball to junior wide receiver Malachi
Jones to tie the game 7-7.
The Mountaineers proceeded to score a field goal
and another touchdown in the first quarter. Appalachian State began to look like it would pull away when
sophomore running back Marcus Cox scored early in
the second quarter, making the score 24-7.
However, senior wide receiver Chandler Worthy
returned a kickoff for 99 yards and scored a touchdown
for Troy. No Trojan had had a 99-yard kickoff return
since wide receiver William Covington in 1992.
“Just being a leader on this team, I feel like situations
like that, I have to do something to elevate my team,”
Worthy said. “That’s what I try to do — just anything I
can to give our team the spark to be able to score.”
The Trojans had their thunder stolen when they intercepted the ball from ASU junior wide receiver Montez
McGuire, only to be tackled in the end zone with the
ball. The safety added two more points to the Mountaineers’ lead with one second left in the first half.
Redshirt freshman Brandon Silvers struggled in the
game, was sacked three times and threw two interceptions. One of Silvers’ interceptions resulted in another
one-play drive that earned Appalachian State another
touchdown in the third quarter.
Early in the fourth quarter, junior quarterback
Dontreal Pruitt took over for Silvers and threw seven
complete passes out of 10 attempts for 73 yards.
Silvers and Lamb were about even in the passing
game with Silvers gaining 156 yards compared to Lamb,
who collected 110 yards. Appalachian State rushed for
441 yards in the game, and Troy’s defense struggled to
slow the Mountaineers’ momentum, even slightly. The

Jennifer Carlisle photo

(Above) Junior wide receiver Teddy Ruben returned two kickoffs, both for nine yards, during the
game. Teammate senior wide receiver Chandler Worthy returned a kickoff for a 99-yard touchdown.

Trojans were able to rush for only 79 yards.
Lamb himself would rush for a 16-yard touchdown in
the third quarter.
The Mountaineers did not struggle to add more points
in the fourth quarter, as both Cox and junior backup
quarterback Kameron Bryant scored touchdowns to
finish the game.
The match against Troy was Appalachian State’s first
win in the Sun Belt.
“They were a very good team,” Troy head coach

Larry Blakeney said. “They had a good game plan for
us on both sides of the ball.
“Of course, we didn’t tackle them very well, and
certainly we didn’t block them very well in the clutch.
Our quarterback had problems reading them today and
finding the right guy. He threw into deep-zone coverage
one time, and the guy made a great play.”
Troy will go on the road to face the South Alabama
Jaguars in Mobile on Friday, Oct. 24, at 6:30 p.m. The
game will be broadcast on ESPNU.

