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Troy gets ready for election

Josh Richards
Staff Writer

Alabama is getting ready for the 
general election on Nov. 4. A few new 
faces will be on the ballot running 
against those currently holding office. 

Republican Jason Youngblood will 
face off against Democrat Russell 
Thomas for the position of Pike County 
sheriff. 

Thomas has been sheriff since 1994. 
Youngblood has been a supervisor for 
the Troy City Police Department for 18 
years. 

Republican Jerome “Bo” Weed is 

running against incumbent Curtis Blair, 
Democrat, for the position of Pike 
County revenue commissioner. Blair 
has held the position for nearly 30 years. 

State elections include Alabama 
governor, lieutenant governor, U.S. 
Congress representative, attorney 
general, state senator, state representa-
tive and secretary of state. 

Parker Griffith, Democrat, is running  
against the current governor, Republi-
can Robert Bentley.

Griffith has experience as a teacher, an 
oncologist, state senator and Alabama 
U.S. representative. Bentley has been 
governor since 2010. 

The race for lieutenant governor 
will be between James C. Fields Jr., a 
Democrat, and Kay Ivey, a Republican. 

Fields currently serves as pastor at St. 
James United Methodist Church and as 
director of the Alabama Wildlife Fed-
eration and sits on numerous boards of 
trustees, according to his website. 

Ivey became the first Republican state 
treasurer since Reconstruction in 2002, 
was re-elected in 2006 and was later 
elected lieutenant governor in 2010, 
becoming the second woman and first 

Destiny Hosmer
Staff Writer

Between school, work 
and extracurricular activi-
ties, many students face 
the issue of not having 
enough time to complete 
class work. Half of the 
battle of homework is 
reading the textbook or 
assigned literature. Speed-
reading may be an answer. 

Speed-reading is defined 
as the ability to read faster 
than normal, especially 
by acquired techniques 
of skimming and con-
trolled eye movements. 
If students were able to 
acquire this ability and 
comprehend everything 
they read, this could be a 
timesaving breakthrough 
in academic success for 
some. 

Christopher Conrad, 
an instructor with Iris 
Reading, said that having 
the ability to speed-read 

is a great skill for students 
to have. Speed-reading 
allows students to focus 
and take in information at 
a faster rate. 

“It is very beneficial to 
college students because 
it enables one to read 
at higher velocities yet 
keep a consistent pace, 
improves focus, accuracy 
and concentration and 
will eliminate needless 
rereading while, of course, 
enabling one to intake 
more material and save 
time,” Conrad said. 

Iris Reading, an online 
speed-reading website, 
describes itself as the 
largest and most trusted 
provider of speed-reading 
training. Iris speed-read-
ing courses have been 
taught to thousands of 
students and professionals 
worldwide.  

The main goal of Iris 
Reading is to help people 

Speed-reading
company Iris 
hopes to polish 
studying habits

Caitlin Collins photo
Courtney Patterson, a senior multimedia 
journalism major from Hartselle, practices 
speed-reading on the quad. Speed-reading 
is the ability to read faster than normal, a skill 
students may find to be a great tool in school. 

Taylor Bowser graphic

See Reading, page 2

Octoberfest at Troy

Caitlin Collins photo
Kiara Ervin, a freshman undeclared major from Jacksonville, Florida, practices flipping on the 
bungee trampoline at Troy’s Octoberfest, sponsored by the University Activities Council. The 
event was held at Tailgate Terrace on Oct. 29 and lasted from 6 to 10 p.m. Octoberfest had many 
different games, including Danger Zone, a blowup maze and a mechanical bull. There was free 
food and music at the event. There was also a photobooth at the event. 

Program to feed local children

See Vote, page 2

Lilly Casolaro
Staff Writer

In an effort to reach the Troy 
community, Freshman Forum 
members are contributing to the 
Backpack for Kids program by 
volunteering at Head Start, a local 
government-run preschool. 

“It’s on our backs to serve” is 
a focus of Backpack for Kids, a 
project started last year by Freshman 
Forum Director Olivia Melton, 
a sophomore mathematics and 
economics major from Gulf Shores. 

Backpack for Kids partners with 
Head Start to provide food for 
60 pupils per week by collecting 
monetary donations and nonperish-
able food items. This amounts to a 
total of $120 per week at $2 per bag. 

Head Start is a government-run 
3-to-5-year-old school for 120 

underprivileged children located 
behind sorority hill. 

“We don’t have to go travel across 
the world to make a difference; 
we can start right here in our own 
backyard,” Melton said. 

Freshman Forum member 
Meredith Durden, a freshman 
business major from Montgomery, 
has volunteered at Head Start and 
realizes the importance of giving 
back to the community. 

“Just as these kids give us love 
and encouragement, it is just as 
important for us to give back to 
them. Giving back unites the Troy 
community and strengthens our 
bonds of service and friendship,” 
Durden said. 

Freshman Forum members were 
trained to pack the backpacks to be 
given to Head Start each week on 
Oct. 27 in Eldridge Hall. Each pack 

consists of two main course items, 
two fruits, two breakfast items and 
three snacks. 

The kickoff for the program 
begins in November and will 
continue throughout the school year.

Cody Carroll, a freshman nursing 
major from Boaz and head of the 
community service committee for 
Freshman Forum, has a goal to 
move beyond what the Backpack 
for Kids program already offers.

“I want to expand beyond the food 
necessities to hygiene items and 
also offer more nutritional options 
for students. I am aiming for quality 
over quantity,” Carroll said.

Carroll said that she wants to 
increase student involvement and 
the number of students served as 

See Kids, page 2
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well as grow the Backpack for Kids 
program alongside Campus Kitchens, 
which launches Oct. 30 at 2:30 p.m. in 
the Trojan Dining Hall. 

“I want to boost student involvement 
and not just tell students what to do, but 
to inspire them to do it,” said Carroll. 

Campus Kitchens will donate leftover 
food from the Trojan Dining Hall to Head 
Start every week. This allows all 120 
students of Head Start to be fed weekly.  

“Alabama is No. 4 in food hardship 
in America, according to www.frac.
org, and Pike County is one of the 
poorest counties in the state. We have an 
abundance of college students who could 
help our community because it is our 
home,” said Melton

The Food Research and Action Center 
(FRAC) “is the leading national nonprofit 

organization working to improve public 
policies and public-private partnerships 
to eradicate hunger and undernutrition in 
the United States,” according to the orga-
nization’s website.

Backpack for Kids is seeking support 
to help fund the program, and Melton en-
courages others to contribute and to serve 
at Head Start. 

“I encourage all students to go to their 
organizations and ask to help donate so 
we can keep providing food over the 
weekend. And don’t just stop there, but 
also volunteer. Once you see and play 
with the kids, they become a part of 
you,” said Melton. 

 If you or your organization would be 
interested in donating, make checks out 
to Freshman Forum or drop off your 
donations to Eldridge Hall kitchen. For 
more information, contact Olivia Melton 
at 251-504-1145 or at amelton128767@
troy.edu.

Republican to be elected 
to the office.

Erick Wright, Democrat, 
will run against Repub-
lican incumbent Martha 
Roby for United States 
representative, 2nd Con-
gressional District. 

Wright was a risk man-
agement and insurance 
major from Troy Universi-
ty and “was appointed by 
the State of Alabama as an 
expert on seven insurance 
lines of authority,” 
according to his dailykos.
com profile.

Roby is currently in her 
second term serving as the 
2nd Congressional District 
U.S. representative. 

Joel Lee Williams, 
Democrat, seeks the 
position of state represen-
tative of District 89. He is 
running against Republi-
can incumbent Rep. Alan 
C. Boothe. 

Williams is a local 
lawyer who has been prac-
ticing for 33 years. Boothe 
has been in office since 
1998 and is also the chief 
director for governmental 
relations for Troy Uni-
versity, according to his 
Alabama House of Repre-
sentatives profile page. 

There will also be five 
statewide amendments on 
the ballot. Tim Lockette, 
Capitol and statewide 
reporter for the Anniston 
Star, explains what each 
amendment will do.

Proposed Statewide 
Amendment Number One: 

(An amendment to the 
Constitution of Alabama 
of 1901), to prohibit the 
State of Alabama from 
giving full faith and credit 
to public acts, records or 
judicial proceedings of 
another state that violate 
the public policy of the 
State of Alabama and to 
prohibit the application of 
foreign law in violation of 
rights guaranteed natural 
citizens by the United 
States, and Alabama Con-
stitutions, and the statutes, 
laws and public policy 

thereof, but without appli-
cation to business entities. 
(Proposed by 

Act. No. 2013-269)
Amendment one will not 

allow the use of foreign 
laws in Alabama courts, 
according to Lockette. 

Proposed Statewide 
Amendment Number 
Two:

(An amendment to the 
Constitution of Alabama 
of 1901), as amended, 
relating to the Capital 
Improvement Trust Fund, 
to increase the amount 
of the General Obliga-
tion Bonds authorized 
herein: to provide for ad-
ditional payments from 
the Alabama Trust Fund 
to fund any bond issued; 
to provide for competitive 
bidding of the bonds; and 
to provide for the distribu-
tion of the proceeds for 
plans, construction and 
maintenance of Alabama 
National Guard armories.

Lockette said that 
Amendment Two focuses 
on increasing the state’s 
bonding authority in 
order to update Alabama 
National Guard armories. 

Proposed Statewide 
Amendment Number 
Three:

(An amendment to the 
Constitution of Alabama 
of 1901), to provide that 
every citizen has a funda-
mental right to bear arms 
and that any restriction 
on this right would be 
subject to strict scrutiny; 
and to provide that no in-
ternational treaty or law 
shall prohibit, limit, or 
otherwise interfere with 
a citizen’s fundamental 
right to bear arms. 

Amendment three estab-
lishes a fundamental right 
of the individual to bear 
arms. A National Rifle 
Association spokesman 
told Lockette that the 
amendment “would offer 
an extra layer of protec-
tion if the makeup of U.S 
Supreme Court changes 
significantly.” 

Proposed Statewide 
Amendment Number Four:

(An amendment to the 
Constitution of Alabama 

of 1901), to prohibit 
a general law, whose 
purpose or effect is to 
require a new or increased 
expenditure of at least 
$50,000 of local funds 
annually, from becoming 
effective with regard to 
a city or county board 
of education without 
enactment by a 2/3 vote.

According to Lockette, 
the fourth amendment 
would require the legisla-
ture to gain a two-thirds 
majority to pass legisla-
tion that requires school 
systems to spend more 
than $50,000. 

Proposed Statewide 
Amendment Number 
Five:

(An amendment to the 
Constitution of Alabama 
of 1901), to amend 
Amendment 597, now 
appearing as Section 36.02 
of the Official Recompila-
tion of the Constitution 
of Alabama of 1901, as 
amended, to clarify that 
the people have the right 
to hunt, fish, and harvest 
wildlife subject to rea-
sonable regulations that 
promote conservation 
and management of fish 
and wildlife and preserve 
the future of hunting and 
fishing. 

Lockette said the fifth 
amendment changes the 
language of an amendment 
already in place, and 
states that people have 
the right to hunt, fish and 
harvest wildlife subject 
to reasonable regulations 
that promote conservation 
and management of fish 
and wildlife and preserve 
the future of hunting and 
fishing.

In order to vote in the 
coming election, a valid 
photo ID is required. A 
valid photo ID is consid-
ered any form of identi-
fication given by a gov-
ernment institution, an 
employer or a university. 
If an individual does not 
possess a valid photo ID, 
a free photo ID can be 
applied for. 

Polls will be open 
Tuesday from 7 a.m. to 7 
p.m. overcome information 

overload. 
“People take these 

courses because they have 
too much to read and they 
just want to find ways 
to get through it faster, 
be able to retain more of 
what they read so they 
can perform better on 
tests or presentations, and 
also just so they can read 
more of what they want 
to read,” Iris Reading in-
structor Thomas Whitting-
ton said. 

Iris Reading teaches 
speed-reading in a 
four-part structure that 
focuses on reading, 
memory, productivity and 
focus. “We expect students 
who take the Iris course to 
be able to improve their 
reading speed anywhere 
from two to three times,” 

Whittington said. 
Jeremy Burgess, a 

sophomore history major 
from Enterprise, said that 
he thinks speed-reading, if 
easily accessed, would be 
a great tool for students.

“If speed reading 
could be taught in short 
seminar-type classes, 
or through apps online, 
I think it would be ex-
traordinarily beneficial to 
students in literature or 
research classes,” Burgess 
said. “But as a whole, I 
wouldn’t say it would 
benefit everyone. People 
may use it as an excuse to 
wait to read things.”

Iris Reading offers a 
“Speed Reading Tips” app 
that can be downloaded 
on any iOS or Android 
phone for free. This app 
provides the best methods 
and practices to improve 
reading speed, compre-
hension, and retention. 

Conrad said that there 
are myths about speed-
reading that people inter-
ested in honing the skill 
should be aware of.

“Much of what one reads 
online has companies 
claiming they can increase 
your reading speed by 
thousands of words per 
minute (wpm), which 
is grossly inaccurate,” 
Conrad said. “A beginner 
could expect to double 
their average speed with a 
basic class and triple their 
words per minute with a 
bit more extended practice 
after that.

”If speed-reading 
interests you, you can 
register at www.irisread-
ing .com/schoo l / t roy / 
for a free online “Speed 
Reading 101” webinar 
that will be held on Nov. 
5. 

Vote
continued from page 1

Kids
continued from page 1

Reading
continued from page 1

Priyanka Sharma
Contributor

The Student Goverment Association 
announced it will be having its Night 
Walk after the SGA meeting. 

The Night Walk is meant to help find 
safety issues like the sufficiency of lamps 
around campus and ease of walking 
around at night. The SGA uses this infor-
mation to help provide better safety for 
students.

The SGA also announced the start of 
the “Backpack for Kids” program.  

Freshman Forum director Olivia 
Melton, sophomore and mathematics and 
economics major from Gulf Shores, said, 
“It is a program that provides food for 60 
underprivileged kids over the weekend 
at a local Head Start, which has needy 

children around 3 to 5 years old.”
On Nov. 6, there will be a senior 

bonfire/bonfire pep rally at Sorority Hill 
at 6:30 p.m. On Nov. 8, the Troy Trojans 
will play against Georgia State at 2 p.m. 
The Trojan Walk will start at 11:45 a.m. 

The SGA placed the SPARKLE 
Mentoring Club’s constitution on docket. 
This group’s purpose is to “develop sis-
ter-like bonds with teenage girls in grades 
6-12, assist with exploring careers, 
setting goals, developing contacts and 
identifying resources, attending monthly 
meetings and take on roles and respon-
sibilities that may change as the mentor 
relationship develops over time and as 
the needs and goals of the mentee shifts 
in specifics contexts and situations that 
require different strategies.”

SGA readies for Night Walk
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Mary Ferrell
Staff Writer

Founded in 1887, Troy has collected 
several ghost stories throughout the 
years.

Whether they are based on rumors 
or fact, these stories raise the hair of 
students around campus year after year. 

The Trop found that the most “haunted” 
places on campus are Shackelford Hall 
and Pace Hall, where students have had 
supernatural experiences for years.

Jake Reed, a freshman music 
education major from Milton, Florida, 
has heard bits and pieces of a haunting at 
Shackelford Hall. 

According to Reed’s roommate, the 
top floor of Shackelford is haunted by a 
person who committed suicide. The top 
floor is used for storage and the elevator 
no longer goes to the top, but the elevator 
accidentally took Reed’s roommate to 
the top floor one day.

Sharrnique Mceachern, a sophomore 
broadcast journalism major from 
Ashville, said that she heard plenty of 
stories during resident assistants’ training 
week. 

Mceachern also heard about the 
haunting in Shackelford Hall. She says 
that a woman called “Sally Shack” 
supposedly hanged herself out of 
depression when her fiancé was killed in 
a war. 

“These girls were playing with a 
Ouija board in Shackelford one day,” 
Mceachern said. “The next day, they 
noticed that paperclips and stuff were 
floating around their window sill.”

Sara Jo Burks, assistant director of 
housing and residence life, confirms 
Mceachern’s story. Burks worked at 
Troy when the women had an experience 
with the Ouija board in the early 1990s. 

According to Burks, Pace Hall was a 
sorority dorm in the 1990s. The women 
came to the housing office “all to pieces” 
because a paper clip was tapping on their 
window from the outside, and things 
were moving around the room. After the 
university had a cleansing done on the 
room, there were no more complaints.

Burks corrects one part of Reed’s story 
about Shackelford, however. Although 
Sally Shack committed suicide in 
Shackelford, the top floor has never been 
a dorm; it is an attic that has always been 
used for storage. 

Burks goes up to the Shackelford attic 

all the time, even by herself, and she has 
never had any troublesome experiences.

“Most things that happen can be 
explained away,” Burks said. She said 
she has never encountered a ghost at 
Troy, but she does believe that the Ouija 
board experience at Pace Hall was 
legitimate. 

Burks also recalls that basketballs 
could be heard bouncing without 
explanation years ago, before Clements 
was renovated. 

Extending beyond the dorms, Matt 
Holmes, a Troy alumnus, has witnessed 
ghost sightings at McCartha Hall.

“McCartha is a creepy place,” Holmes 
said. “You rarely ever see anyone come 
in or out of it. The lack of activity coupled 
with the fact that it is an old fallout 
shelter certainly adds to the creepiness, 
but the only way to really appreciate it is 
to wander its halls at night.”

“One night a friend and I decided 
to see if we could get in and explore,” 
Holmes said. “The place seems unused, 
just generally abandoned right as you 
walk in.

“But as we delved deeper inside, we 
noticed something.

“Hallways seemed to change on us — 
sometimes slightly, like a picture or vent 
seemed to be in a different place than 
before, but sometimes even doors and 
whole corridors seemed to not be there 
when we would pass by them again.”

Holmes admits that what he witnessed 
might not be the work of the supernatural.

“It may have just been our imaginations 
running wild from rumors about the 
place combined with simply being alone 
in such a place at night, but we were 
thoroughly creeped out at this point and 
decided to try to find an exit.”

While rumors continue to pervade the 
campus, there are those who dismiss the 
gossip.

“I just don’t think we have any real 
ghosts around here. We just have some 
nice, benevolent spirits floating around, 
you know?” said Peter Howard, professor 
of modern languages and classics.

While some of these experiences have 
been explained or denied, many students 
agree that there is more than there 
appears to be on campus.

Ghost stories on campus

Victoria Roper
Staff Writer

The Student Alumni As-
sociation is an organiza-
tion that does more than 
tailgate. 

The group was created 
for current Troy Uni-
versity students, and it 
is specifically “trying 
really, really hard to 
support Troy athletics” 
this year, according to 
President Carlie Spencer, 
a sophomore mathemat-
ics and computer science 
major from Montgomery. 

This new focus of the 
organization led to a vol-
leyball tailgate on Oct. 8.

“We gave out free sun-
glasses and Chick-fil-A, 
and even had a raffle,” 
said Spencer. “We got rid 
of all of the food, so it was 
pretty successful.”  

Another tailgate took 
place before the Oct. 17 
soccer game. 

On Nov. 8, before the 
Georgia State football 
game, the Student Alumni 
Association will be 
hosting a tailgate at the 
Alumni House. Another 
tailgate will take place 
right outside the basket-
ball arena before the Ole 
Miss game on Nov. 17. 

The Student Alumni As-
sociation is also planning 
numerous community ser-
vice-based events for the 
spring semester.

“The Student Alumni 
Association is a preview 
into what the alumni as-
sociation will look for,”  
Spencer said. “And your 
first year for the Troy 
Alumni Association 
will be free if you are a 
member of the Student 

Alumni Association as a 
student.” 

A $25 fee is required of 
members, and it is to be 
paid at the Alumni House, 
located at 100 Highland 
Ave.

The benefits of 
becoming a member 
of the Student Alumni 
Association include a 
free T-shirt, a car decal, 
and cozies. Members can 
also get new free things 
by simply going to the 
Alumni House. 

Another benefit of 
becoming a member is 
free food at every tailgate.

Another benefit of 
membership, though, is 
getting 25 percent off on 
all Troy merchandise in 
the bookstore every day. 
This excludes textbooks, 
but includes all Troy attire. 

Organization hosts tailgates and more

Hannah Crews photo
Caitlin Mock, a junior English language arts major from Samson, sits at 
the top floor of Shackelford Hall, where students have witnessed several 
supernatural occurrences.

Caitlin Collins photo
Members of the Student Alumni Association at the last tailgate held by 
the organization before a soccer game.
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As Troy University’s official student newspaper, the  
Tropolitan strives to serve student interests.  The Opinion 
page is an outlet for Tropolitan editors to question uni-
versity policies that do not benefit Troy’s students, praise 
those that do and call attention to national and state is-
sues that relate to students. The opinions expressed here 
are not necessarily those of  Troy University or the Hall 
School of  Journalism and Communication.

Editorials stand as the official, corporate opinion of  the 

Tropolitan.  Our opinions are not influenced by campus 
organizations or societies, university administration or 
political parties. The first copy of  the Tropolitan is free 
to any student or employee of  Troy University. Each ad-
ditional copy costs $1.

Guest Columns
The Tropolitan encourages students, faculty and staff  at 

Troy University to express opinions in a guest column of  

500-700 words.  Dissenting opinions are welcomed, but 
all expressions are the sole opinion of  their author and do 
not reflect the beliefs of  the Tropolitan.

Letters to the Editor
The Tropolitan welcomes letters from students, faculty, 

staff  and non-Troy affiliated persons.  Dissenting opin-
ions and corrections are welcomed.

The Tropolitan does not exclusively print letters fa-

vorable to the newspaper.  Letters to the editor must be 
signed by the author, and a phone number must be in-
cluded.

All submissions must be word-processed and emailed 
to the Tropolitan by 5 p.m. on Monday.  All submissions 
may not be published.

Submissions bashing groups or individuals on the basis 
of  race, gender, age, ethnic group, orientation or religious 
belief  will not be printed. 
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Casey Richards
Contributor

Every year, there are thousands of 
incidents of LGBTQ-related hate crimes 
that take place in the United States alone. 
Not all the cases are fatal or even violent. 
Yet even the smallest of these hate crimes 
can have long-term effects on the victims. 

Each year, millions of gay, lesbian, 
bisexual, and transgender people are 
subjected to different forms of physical, 
verbal and mental harassment. The 
number and severity of these crimes has 
increased dramatically over the years, 
and even in today’s “more accepting” 
society, we are still seeing an alarming 
amount of these crimes. 

Hate crimes are “offenses involving 
actual or perceived religion, national 
origin, gender, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, or disability,” according to U.S. 
Code 249 — Hate crime acts.

Hate crimes against members of the 
LGBTQ community have increased 
in occurrence and brutality over the 
past several decades. According to the 
Political Research Associates, hate 
crimes against homosexuals almost 
tripled in number from 1995 to 2007. 

National Coalition of Anti-Violence 
Programs 2013 report on Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual, Transgender, Queer and HIV-
Affected Hate Violence: The number of 
reported homicides tripled from 2001 to 
2011, and, in 2013, there were a total of 
18 confirmed anti-LGBTQ homicides. 
These ranged from fatal gunshots 
and stabbings to dismemberment and 
burning.

What is it exactly about the LGBTQ 
community that is so off-putting to 
so many people in our world? Why 
would people go out of their way just 
to hurt someone with a different sexual 
orientation? 

Some people just find it unnatural. 
Some people just simply find it offensive. 
Perhaps the most highly debated reason, 
however, is that people say being gay is 
considered a sin. 

The Bible does in fact say in Leviticus 
18:22, “Do not lie with a man as one lies 
with a woman; that is detestable,” but 
the Bible also says that lying, cheating, 
stealing, committing adultery, taking the 
Lord’s name in vain and countless other 
actions are sins as well. 

According to James 2:10, all sin is 
equal in God’s eyes. The verse reads, 
“For whoever keeps the whole law and 
yet stumbles at just one point is guilty 
of breaking all of it.” Romans 3:23 
addresses the fact that everyone sins and 
has sinned; the verse reads “for all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  

With all of this in mind, one could 

argue that the sins that the members of the 
LGBTQ community are committing are 
just the same as the sins normal people 
commit. Why would people, therefore, 
treat us any differently? 

Sin is sin, according to “the big man 
upstairs.” Just because you sin different-
ly, it doesn’t mean you are any better than 
those of us in the LGBTQ community. 
The Bible also talks about the way we 
should treat people. Mark 12:31 says: 
“The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor 
as yourself.’ There is no commandment 
greater than these.” Matthew 7:12 says, 
“So in everything, do to others what you 
would have them do to you, for this sums 
up the Law and the Prophets.”  John 
13:34-35 says: “A new command I give 
you: Love one another. As I have loved 
you, so you must love one another. By 
this everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, if you love one another.” 

Jesus loves everyone equally and un-
conditionally, and that’s how he desires 
us to love other people.  

Yes, gay people are different, but we’re 
still human like everybody else. We still 
have feelings and a self-esteem that can 
be hurt and upset.

 Our lives are affected by the hurtful 
things you say and do to us, just as they 
would to anyone. We aren’t impenetra-
ble to the hate you send our way on a 
sometimes seemingly endless basis, and 
sometimes it builds up to the point that 
we take matters into our own hands.

Jamey Rodemeyer was a bisexual 
14-year-old boy. He’s struggled with 
bullying at school because of his sexual 
orientation and life choices. On the 
morning of Sept. 18, 2011, Jamey’s sister 
found him dead in his room after he 
hanged himself. 

The U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services estimated that “as many 
as 30 percent of completed youth suicides 
each year” are performed by members of 
the LGBTQ community. This shows just 
how devastating the results of anti-LG-
BTQ acts can be. 

Beautiful, caring, passionate and 
truly good people are losing their lives 
because of horrible treatment from 
their peers, family members and even 
complete strangers. If people would only 
take the time to evaluate us on the basis 
of our personality, morals and heart, they 
would see that we’re good people, too. 
Don’t judge us just on the fact that we’re 
“faggots” or “queers.” 

LGBTQ people are different from cis-
gendered heterosexuals, but everyone 
is a bit different. We are still worth 
something. We are still human with rights 
and feelings. People should treat us with 
the same respect with which they want to 
be treated.

Casey Richards is a sophomore psy-
chology major from Dothan.

Amber Richards

Contributor

“Rape culture” refers to the aspects of 
society that normalize rape as something 
that “just happens” rather than something 
that we can all do something about. 
Rape culture manifests through images, 
language, jokes, laws, social expecta-
tions, TV, music, advertising, film—
basically in any platform in which ideas 
are expressed, rape culture can be found. 

Some of you may be wondering why 
you should care if this phenomenon is 
so rampant; just because we are exposed 
to certain attitudes and behaviors does 
not mean that we will adopt them for 
ourselves. The thing is, ideas about social 
norms are swapped 
between consumed 
culture and the persons 
living within a society. 

Consider how 
many times we hear 
that a woman should 
just “expect” sexual 
violence for acting or 
dressing a certain way, 
drinking or taking a par-
ticular route home.

Consider the recent 
ruling by a Washington, 
D.C., Superior Court 
judge, Julia McKenna, 
that allowed a man arrested for “up 
skirting,” (taking photos of undergar-
ments and private parts from beneath 
skirts, often without the woman noticing) 
to get away without being found guilty 
of anything. According to McKenna, 
women should not dress in a way that 
may leave them vulnerable to voyeurism 
and women cannot reasonably expect 
privacy in public. The Texas Court of 
Criminal Appeals released essentially the 
same ruling last month. 

It is a waste of energy at the expense of 
the humanity of an already-traumatized 
person to interrogate, bully or belittle 
victims over what they did that could 
have possibly contributed to their sexual 
assault.

 Questions ought to be aimed at the per-
petrator, the person actually responsible 
for attacking another human being. Co-
incidentally, the attitude of rape culture 
also allows for persons who do not fit 
common stereotypes about attackers to 

get away because more focus is on the 
victim than on them.

A lot of people, at least in America, 
like to pretend that we live in a world 
where gender equality has been reached. 
Oddly enough, none of my guy friends 
plan their running routines around creepy 
neighbors, sketchy vehicles, when the 
sun goes down or the amount of available 
lighting in attempts to avoid sexual 
assault. Furthermore, all of this is pretty 
much expected of me. Women should be 
able to move as freely as men without 
having to meet extra criteria in order to 
not be raped. We should not pay some 
extra price simply for being biologically 
female.

Now, men are often victims of sexual 
assault as well, but the patriarchy 

often has an especially 
gross set of questions 
regarding these victims’ 
sexualities, sometimes 
demonizing their ori-
entation or representa-
tion of orientation. And 
while it is important to 
represent the minority, 
men, in this culture, 
it is also important to 
point out that one in 
five women in America 
has experienced sexual 
assault or attempted 
sexual assault.  

We cannot ignore something that 
affects such a large portion of the popu-
lation. We cannot, in sound logic, blame 
the person who has been attacked in 
these situations. To do so states that 
the bodies of victims are inherently 
deserving of violence unless they abide 
by a particular set of guidelines. This 
takes away a degree of bodily autonomy, 
the ownership of a person’s body.

 To say that society can tell a person 
what to do with her body, “or else,” is to 
say that society, particularly rapists, have 
a say in what should be done with the 
bodies of others. 

Could you imagine an offender 
actually saying that in court, that what 
could be expected of them—she was 
just so drunk and alone and attractive? If 
victim blaming is logical, so is that line 
of defense, and yet hearing the victim 
blaming is so commonplace.

Amber Richards is a graduate student 
in post-secondary and adult education.

Seth Nicholson

Taylor Bowser graphic

“The thing is, 
ideas about 

social norms 
are swapped 

between 
consumed 

culture and 
the persons 

living within a 
society.”

Pervasive rape culture
Denying inequality is not the answer

Call to stop violence 
toward LGBTQ people
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The Troy University Concert Chorale 
choir will hold its fall concert at Bush 
Memorial Baptist Church on Sunday, 
Nov. 9, at 2:30 p.m.

The concert will feature works by 
composers such as Eric Barnum, John 
Beck and Felix Mendelssohn. 

Diane Orlofsky, conductor for Concert 
Chorale, has been the leader of this group 
for seven years and is excited about the 
selection for this semester. 

Each semester a theme is planned for 
the music, and this semester the theme is 
spiritual, which is typically the theme of 
the fall semester. 

The concert is entitled “Invocations 
and Remembrances,” and focuses on 
remembering, spirituality and artistic 
development. 

Orlofsky said that this concert will be 
more than just singing and clapping. It is 
her hope that this concert will affect not 
only the audience, but the singers as well. 

“The language of music transcends 
the time period,” said Orlofsky. “It is 
the same human themes whether it is a 
remembrance of God, of a loved one or 
whatever it is.

“It transcends time period, socioeco-
nomic level, everything. It’s the human 
experience.” 

The repertoire ranges from Gregorian 
chanting to contemporary sounds with 
everything tying back to the theme of 
“Invocations and Remembrances.” 

Along with Orlofsky, there are two un-
dergraduate conductors who will be con-
ducting a piece of their choosing. 

Stephanie Washburn, a senior vocal 
choral music education major from 

Alexander City, will be conducting the 
piece called “My Flight to Heaven” by 
Blake R. Henson. 

“My piece is a poem by Robert Herrick, 
and his poems were really about trying to 
enjoy life and living life to the fullest,” 
said Washburn. “(It’s) about moving 
from one part of a journey into the next 
part. 

“I find a lot of parallels with what’s 
going on with my life now; I’m about 
to ‘take my flight’ from this journey 
into a new part of my life; this chapter 
is closing. I want to have students really 
learn about music and be good human 
beings to make the next generation even 
better than this one.”

Carlton Copeland, a senior vocal choral 
music education major from Hartford, is 
also an undergraduate conductor for this 
concert. 

His piece, “I Can Tell the World,” is a 
traditional spiritual by Moses Hogan. 

“ ‘I Can Tell the World’ is about un-
abashedly proclaiming a message to 
whoever will listen,” Copeland said. 
“The text we are exclaiming describes a 
mighty conqueror who has vanquished 
our enemies and who has brought joy to 
our hearts.

“I want to expose the audience to a 
different choral concert experience. 
Sometimes we have our own ideas of 
what these concerts are.” 

All three conductors hope to expose 
the audience to music that they normally 
would not hear. 

The concert is a free event and is open 
to anyone wanting to attend.

French film festival to return
Parker McCann

Staff Writer

During January and February of the 
spring 2015 semester, the Troy Univer-
sity library and the College of Commu-
nication and Fine Arts will be hosting a 
French Film Festival in Patterson Hall.

This is the second time this event has 
been hosted at Troy, with the first being 
last fall. The Dothan campus hosted it a 
while back, which is how Troy came to 
find out about it.

Last year the films “The Artist,” “A 
Cat In Paris,” “The Painting,” “Monsieur 
Lazhar” and “The Kid With A Bike” 
were shown to students.

The groups behind the film festival 
wanted to get a mix of a few diverse al-
ternative films and a good classic film in 
order to receive the grant to host it next 
semester.

Starting on Jan. 22, at 4 p.m. on 
Thursdays, they will be showing 
“Mozart’s Sister,” “Coco Before 
Chanel,” “Approved for Adoption,” 
“Rust and Bone” and “The Illusionist,” 
along with the classic, “Breathless,” on 
Tuesday Feb. 3.

So far, the process has just been 
applying for the grant and finding what 
films to write up.

Rachel Hooper, a graduate student in 
international MBA from Troy, is helping 
with the film festival. 

“We tried to get a mix of films. We 
want to hit lots of different areas of 
subject to get as much of the campus as 
possible, like those interested in music, 
traditional dramas and animation,” said 
Hooper. “There are some fun films and 
some serious so we can get something for 
everyone.”

Hooper is excited about this opportu-
nity. She feels the films are very diverse 
and great. She is looking forward to it, 
she said. 

Hooper said she would like to see 
interest from the whole campus and hear 
comments on the students’ experiences 
seeing a different mindset and layout 
from what they’re used to.

“I feel this event will help broaden the 
students’ horizons and let them get a taste 
of different cultures,” Hooper said.

Sony Classics photo
“Rust and Bone” follows the story of a former killer whale trainer and am-
putee and an unemployed father and their relationship as it develops.

Concert Chorale to perform its fall concert
Theme for performance is spiritual compositions for the season

Hannah Strowd
Diane Orlofsky, vocal professor and conductor of the Troy University 
Concert Chorale, teaches her chorale class. Orlofsky has been the con-
ductor for the Concert Chorale for seven years. 
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MON TUES WED THURS FRI
Lords of the Fallen
Sunset Overdrive

29 30 31

Call of Duty:  
Advanced Warfare

Assassin’s Creed Unity
Assassin’s Creed Rogue

Far Cry 4
Middle-earth: Shadow of Mordor
Dragon Age: Inquisition
LittleBigPlanet 3

Super Smash Bros. for Wii U
Pokemon Omega Ruby
Pokemon Alpha Sapphire

Persona Q: 
Shadow of the Labrynth

THE BIG GAME CALENDAR
NOVEMBER

4

OCT 28

11

18

25

5

12

19

26

6

13

20

27

7

14

21

28

Lacey Alexander
Contributor

With the holiday season quickly ap-
proaching, video game companies will 
soon be stocking the shelves with highly 
anticipated releases just in time to rake in 
Christmas cash from gamers nationwide. 

The games sitting on top of every 
Nintendo fan’s list will of course be the 
new Pokemon titles, “Omega Ruby” 
and “Alpha Sapphire,” that are set to be 
released on Nov. 21 in the U.S.

Abbreviated by fans of the series as 
simply “ORAS,” these two 3DS titles 
serve as remakes of “Pokemon Ruby” 
and “Pokemon Sapphire,” which were 
also released on Nov. 21, albeit in 
2002, and are also the two best selling 
GameBoy Advance games of all time. 

The games are set in the fictional 
“Hoenn” region, the region that is con-
sidered by a large part of the fandom to 
be one of the most well designed worlds 
in the Pokemon franchise. 

This old favorite is about to transform 
into a 3D adventure with all of the new 
features that the Pokemon games have 
introduced in the twelve titles released 
since Hoenn’s debut. 

Among those new features, the one that 
gamers seem to be most excited about are 
the introductions to new “mega evolu-
tions.” These temporary evolutions will 
allow Pokemon that once were unable 
to evolve further to evolve once more 
during battle and have their stats elevated 
to more powerful levels. 

Another fun improvement will be the 
soundtrack. The soundtrack on the GBA 
game was a favorite among gamers for 
its diversity and cheery melodies, and 

now it will be re made with better quality 
for the 3DS, leaving the 32- bit restric-
tions behind.

Another beloved series that will get 
a new release will be the “Kingdom 
Hearts” series. Adored by fans all over 
the world, the series serves as a love 
child between two companies that no one 
would have ever guessed would come 
together — Disney and Square Enix. 

After the release of the very first game 
for the Sony PlayStation 2 in March 
2002, the title was met with unparal-
leled praise from both critics and players 
alike. After some more well received 
releases, Square Enix released a remas-
tering of the first game and it’s sequel: 
A high definition remake of “Kingdom 
Hearts” and “Kingdom Hearts Re: Chain 
of Memories” together in one game with 
new weapons and features. 

This game, titled “Kingdom Hearts 
HD 1.5 Remix,” was met with praise 
from its fanbase as it combined nostalgic 
memories with gorgeous graphics. Seeing 
the welcome reception of the title, Square 
Enix announced another “HD remix” to 
be released in Dec. 2014 for the Sony 
PlayStation 3, “Kingdom Hearts HD 2.5 
Remix.” This set will include “Kingdom 
Hearts 2” and its sequels. 

Sony fans will be no doubt be clamoring 
for the title this holiday season, as this 
game will allow them to play two titles 
on one platform, and new “keyblades,” 
the main weapon used in the series, are 
said to be introduced as well. 

Titles that were on fans’ Christmas 
lists 12 years ago are now appearing on 
their current ones, and they couldn’t be 
more excited to welcome back the titles 
that helped them develop into the button-
mashing fanatics they are today.

Month of November makes 
for a strong gaming season

Beth Hyatt

Copy Editor

Troy University’s Opera Workshop 
will be performing pieces from well-
known operettas and musicals such as 
“West Side Story” and “Candide,” on 
Sunday, Nov. 2 at 7 p.m. in the Long Hall 
Band Room.

The theme of the performance will be 
“Scenes by Sondheim and Bernstein” 
and the title is “Do You Feel Pretty?” 
This performance mixes classical opera 
sound with musical theater to attract a 
wider audience. 

The opera scenes are all American 
comedic scenes.

“It’s American opera, which is new,” 
said Kayla Boston, a junior music 
industry major and performer from 
Panama City, Florida.  “Most of the 
scenes are comical. It’s enjoyable for all 
audiences. I don’t think children will be 
bored at this.”

In order to add more authenticity to 
the performance, the opera workshop 
conductor, Christi Amonson, invited pro-
fessional dancer, singer and actor Curt 
Olds to coach the singers before Sunday. 

By getting critiques from a profes-
sional, the singers hope to improve 
their blocking, techniques and overall 
performance. 

Olds will arrive in Troy on Wednesday 
afternoon. He will hold a master class on 
Thursday evening for the music depart-
ment and Friday afternoon for the theater 
department. All are welcome to attend 
the master class. 

Connor Murphy-White, a senior music 
industry and theater major from Green-
ville, acts as the marketing manager for 
Opera Workshop as well as performing 
in the show. “These scenes are more 
classical musical theatre/operetta rather 
than the bel canto ‘stricter’ operatic 
genre,” said Murphy-White. 

“All of the scenes are sung in English 
and all are a delight to hear. We have 
fantastic singers and accomplished 
actors that bring such vitality when 
performing.”

Along with the performers, there are 
many backstage workers who keep the 
performance afloat. Jordan Ratliff, a 
senior vocal choral music industry major 
from Oneonta, designed the programs 
for the show, acts as the make-up and 
costume attendant as well as performs in 
a few scenes. “We’re taking a simplistic 
but elegant approach with the costumes. 
We’re all about the beautiful singing, not 
the typical operatic ‘flashy’ show,” said 
Ratliff. 

The singers are honored that a well-
known conductor like Olds would take 
time out of his busy schedule to teach 
them more about acting and vocal pro-
duction. “It is a privilege for us to work 
with him,” said Murphy-White. Tickets 
are free of charge, and all are welcome.

Opera Workshop hosts 
Curt Olds as a coach

Curt Olds photo
Curt Olds hails from New York City 
and is making the trek to Troy to 
teach students his trade.

Nintendo photo

Activision photo

BioWare photo
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Tiaras, sashes, make-up and a whole 
lot of pretty. These are the general 
images associated with beauty pageants, 
but is the glamour of it all the only mo-
tivation behind participating in these 
competitions? 

Participants say that pageants give 
them an opportunity to showcase their 
talents and to engage in meaningful in-
teractions. There is much commitment, 
hard work, devotion and satisfaction that 
result when one takes part in the intrica-
cies of pageantry. 

Sara Jo Burks, current Miss Senior 
Pike County, has not only been a par-
ticipant of pageants but also a Miss 
Alabama judge. Her experience both as 
a contestant and a judge has allowed her 
to identify with young girls whom she 
trains and coaches. 

“I know how it feels because I’ve done 
it too,” she said. “It helps me to be more 
understanding and helps me relate to 
them and they to me.” 

Pageants open many doors for the 
women participating and offer oppor-
tunities that would not have otherwise 
been afforded. 

Advancing to the Miss Alabama com-
petition allowed Miss Troy Univer-
sity, Brandi White, a junior elementary 
education major from Dothan, to build 
connections beyond Troy University. 

“The Miss Alabama Pageant allowed 
me to meet many great girls and build 
networks with them as well as learn from 
experienced coaches,” she said.

Both Burks and White have bonded 
with the Boys and Girls Club of Troy. 
Burks spoke with the students and White 
taught dance classes to younger girls.

“One of my favorite things has been 
teaching dance classes and sharing my 
passion of fine arts while letting girls 
know the importance of a healthy and 
active lifestyle,” White said. “I wouldn’t 
have been able to network with them to 
the same extent had it not been for Miss 
Troy opening the door.” 

Pageants are not all glamor and glitz.  
They require girls to perfect their talent, 
platform and outward appearance. This 
can be difficult among all the other ob-
ligations and duties one is expected to 
fulfill.

“I have a full-time job so I know 
how much the girls are trying to juggle 
through school,” Burks said.

Victoria Bailey, a senior broadcast 
journalism major from Sylacauga, a par-
ticipant in the 2014 Miss Troy Univer-
sity Pageant and current Miss Sylacauga, 
expressed her experience with the prep-
aration for the Miss Troy University 
Pageant.

“Getting my wardrobe together 
and embellishing my platform, ‘No 
one fights alone’ -- which focuses on 
providing support to families with loved 
ones diagnosed with breast cancer -- 
have been learning experiences for me,” 
Bailey said. 

Laura McKenny, a freshman broadcast 
journalism major from Dothan and the 
2014 Miss National Peanut Festival, 
shares the importance of being prepared 
in an interview. 

“In preparation for Miss Peanut, I had 
to make sure I was always up to date 
with the news,” she said. “Whenever 
going into an interview for anything, 
whether it’s a pageant or a job interview, 
it’s important to know who you are and 
what you stand for.” 

A rewarding aspect of being Miss 
Senior Pike County for Burks has been 
getting to know the other participants.

“I know everybody says it, but it has 
been so rewarding to get to know the 
other ladies and see how accomplished 
they are,” Burks said. 

She shared the story of meeting with 
Carol Hara, Miss Senior Wiregrass of 
Dothan, and learning of Hara’s business 
success. 

 “I was able to get to know her story 
and what all she had to go through as a 
woman of Japanese descent to own and 
operate a business for 41 years,” she said. 

“Besides the friendships and connec-
tions made, I was able to meet those at 

Troy who are paying for me to go to 
school through the one-year full tuition 
scholarship I received,” White said.  

“I think the most rewarding thing for 
me was getting to share my story and 
beliefs with not only the judges but also 
the other contestants,” McKenny said. 

Being crowned Miss Peanut allowed 
McKenny to give back to her community 
by representing the Peanut Festival and 
the peanut industry. 

“I am both an ambassador and spokes-
women of the Peanut Festival and the 
peanut industry and, also an example and 
role model to all those I meet,” she said.

Many women conclude that meeting 
other contestants and forming bonds 
with them have played a huge factor in 
their enjoyment of the competition.

 “It was really enlightening to hear 
other girls’ platforms and stories and 
share mine as well,” Bailey said. “ I was 
able to have tea and meet Mrs. Janice 
Hawkins which was a huge reward.” 

Some women have participated in 
pageants throughout their entire life 
while others have recently begun 
competing. Nevertheless, the factor that 
allures most girls to become involved is 
the skills they acquire from participating. 

White was a participant in Junior 
Miss, which is designed for high school 
seniors, before taking on Miss Troy 
University and then proceeding to Miss 
Alabama. 

“I really don’t have a lot of pageant 

experience, but Miss Troy showed me I 
work well with others,” she said. 

Bailey has been involved in pageants 
since she was thirteen and has been 
competing in the Miss division for four 
years including the Miss Alabama and 
now the Miss Troy pageants. 

“Mom thought pageants would be 
a good outlet for me based on my per-
sonality, and it definitely brought about 
better talking skills, better dressing skills 
and better interview skills,” she said. 

From the outside, pageants may seem 
like a lot of smiling and focus on body 
image, but internally, there is a greater 
emphasis on personal development than 
what meets the eye. 

“This is a great scholarship program 
and it definitely changes girls’ lives,” 
Bailey said. “It equips you with qualities 
that you want and need to go into the 
workforce with and gives you that edge 
when competing for a job.”  

“It made me a lot better speaker than I 
thought I was and by preparing for Miss 
Alabama, I learned the importance of 
nutrition in the long run,“ White said. 

Pageant veterans said they feel these 
competitions bring about a multitude of 
rewards and allow women of all ages to 
exhibit and hone their strengths while 
working with others and giving back to 
their community. 

Grishma Rimal
Variety Editor

With the objective of 
providing a safe zone and a 
platform for women from all 
countries to discuss the chal-
lenges and achievements of their 
lives, the International Women’s 
Forum is a newly formed group 
on campus that convenes to give 
women a voice. 

“I have been thinking about 
this project for the past couple of 
years,” said Darlene Schmurr-
Stewart, dean of international 
student services, who took the 
initiative to start the group. “I 
observed that some interna-
tional women were confident 
and became quickly assimi-
lated into the campus, but the 
majority were very reserved, 
both socially and in class.  I am 
aware of the strength and expe-
rience so many of our interna-
tional women can offer to our 
campus.”

Schmurr-Stewart said that 

the agendas discussed are par-
ticipant-driven and everyone is 
welcomed to join and speak. “I 
believe that educating women 
will solve many of the world’s 
problems, which is at the core of 
this initiative,” she said.

So far, the group has 
discussed issues such as 
gender roles, defining 
being a woman and the 
concept of beauty.

“I feel privileged 
to be welcomed into 
these conversations,” 
Schmurr-Stewart said. 
“It is sacred territory,” 

Nejla  BenMimoun, 
a senior finance major 
from Djerba, Tunisia, 
said that she feels proud 
of the initiative, as the opportu-
nity to freely speak and to share 
personal issues are otherwise 
limited.

 “The International Women’s 
Forum is a special place where 
I feel I have a voice and (I am) 
heard,” she said.

For Mac-jane Chukwu, an 
international relations graduate 
student from Lagos, Nigeria, 
the forum provides a chance to 
learn about other cultures and to 
discuss relevant issues. 

“We leave the meeting feeling 
better that we came,” she said. 
“We have more knowledge 
about another culture than we 
had before, because it’s a free 
place for people to talk about 
things from their perspective.”

Chukwu believes that since 
woman can speak without re-
strictions or fear of repercus-
sions, a strong bond is created 
between the members the group. 
“Basically, being able to be each 

other’s friend and 
have each others 
back,” she said 
is a benefit of 
coming to their 
meetings. 

 Both Chukwu 
and Schmurr-
Stewart said that 
although the 
group started 
out small with 
a few people 
attending, the 
group has been 
growing every 

week with more participation 
from students, faculty and staff.  
Janice Hawkins, first lady of 
the university, also attended 
the last meeting and engaged 
in a discussion about the value 
of inner beauty over external 

appearance. 
“There has been a huge im-

provement and more people are 
coming who are interested in 
what we are saying,” Chukwu 
said. “I really wish that a lot 
of women can see the vision of 
International Women’s Forum.  
We learn so much from each 
other.”

Schmurr-Stewart encourages 
American students to come join 
the group discussions. “Stereo-
types are so easy to develop 
and so difficult to break,” she 
said. “Talking, listening, asking 
questions of one another, begins 
to open the mind and heart-
building understanding and 
confidence.  Women are good at 
this; sometimes we just need the 
opportunity.”

Becky Ingram will be leading 
the next meeting discussion on 
educating women around the 
world. The meeting will be held 
next Tuesday, Nov. 3, in Trojan 
Center Room 224.

Contributed photo
From left to right: Mary Kelley Cantrell, Hannah McDonald, Miss Troy University 2014 Brandi White, Caitlin Mosley 
and Amanda Ford at last year’s competition. The 44th Miss Troy University pageant will be held Saturday, Nov. 
1, in Claudia Crosby Theater at 3 p.m.

“It is a 
sacred 

territory.”

Discussing education, beauty and gender roles
International Women’s Forum provides women a safe zone to discuss challenges

Pageants about more than beauty
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Editor’s note: If any student has questions 
he or she would like for our staff to tackle, 
feel free to email variety@tropnews.com 
with “Dear Trop” in the subject line. All  
students who send in questions will remain 
anonymous. 

Tori Roper
Staff Writer

According to FBI statistics, human 
trafficking is a $28 billion industry in 
the United States, and 40 percent of all 
trafficking in the nation happens in the 
Southeast. It is also the fastest growing 
crime, and 70 percent of trafficking in 
the U.S. begins in the foster system. 

These were the facts discussed at the 
last meeting of Troy Voice of Justice, a 
campus organization that advocates for 
ending human trafficking. 

President Angie Lewis, a sophomore 
social work major from Troy, said, 
“Voice of Justice works with national 
and local anti-trafficking organizations 
like Stella’s Voice in Montgomery and 
International Justice Mission.” 

Alexa James, the director of operations 
for Well House, a non-profit, spoke at the 
Voice of Justice meeting. She gave sta-
tistics and advice for the members of the 
group.

Well House is an organization that 
rescues girls, ages 21 and under, from the 
human trafficking industry all over the 
United States. The founder of Well House 

was trafficked before being rescued, 
and began Well House to help those still 
trapped in the trafficking world. It has 
rescued over 200 women and children in 
the last two and a half years. 

Work Faith is a job training program 
that works with Well House. The 
company partners with Well House 
and promises to give rescued women 
an interview once they complete the 
program. 

“It is exciting and scary because they 
don’t know what (a real job) looks like 
for them,” said James. 

Well House also has an 18 month 
program available for rescued women at 
a home located in Pell City. There, they 
are taught how to dress and act in a pro-
fessional manner. 

Recently, Well House signed an 
agreement with Governor Robert 
Bentley, creating an Alabama human 
trafficking task force. The organization 
is also in the process of opening a chil-
dren’s home. 

Courtney Patterson, a senior multi-
media journalism major from Hartselle, 
asked, “What are some signs that we can 
look for to know if someone is being 

trafficked?” 
James explained that some possible 

signs were people being constantly ac-
companied by their boss, not speaking 
for their own, having little control over 
personal schedule, loss of ID or money, 
transportation to and from work, working 
and living in the same place, owing debt 
to employers, being unable to leave a job, 
displaying signs of bruises, fear, depres-
sion, being overly submissive or having 
a change in personality. 

According to James, women who are 
trafficked have an average lifespan of 
eight years because of the severe beatings 
that they suffer while being trafficked. 

“I am a pioneer,” she said. “I believe 
in what I’m doing. There are no boundar-
ies. You don’t have to be rich or poor or 
black or white or Asian.” 

Every hour, 30 new children are 
missing across the United States, and 
a majority of those are now being 
trafficked. 

Fusion centers, that are federal infor-
mation gathering centers, are scattered 

throughout the United States with the 
ultimate job of gathering intel. Recently, 
they have seen an increase in skit parties 
in the U.S. 

Skit parties are set up by the traffickers 
as a way of getting new girls involved 
in their business. One of the girls that 
is already in the situation is instructed 
to lure another female acquaintance 
by inviting her to a party or getting her 
to skip school. After she is drugged, 
pictures are taken of her and used as 
blackmail after the pimp drops her off 
later. This becomes a routine until “he 
is taking 90 percent of the money you’re 
making,” said James. 

“It’s real,” she said. “Don’t be 
ashamed. You tell somebody. There are 
people out there that can help you. Don’t 
struggle by yourself.

“If you see a friend or a situation that 
seems unusual, keep an eye on them. 
Call someone that you can trust.” 

The Voice of Justice will have its next 
meeting on Nov. 6 at 6:30 p.m. in Trojan 
Center room 224. 

Dear Trop,
I just can’t seem to get my grand-

mother to love me. Everyone else 
always tells me about how loving and 
caring their grandmothers are, but 
mine freaking hates me. She constant-
ly tells me how fat I am, even though I 
am actually pretty skinny. She also tells 
me that I won’t amount to anything 
even though I make amazing grades 
and I’m in about three different honor 
societies. I have no idea how to make 
her love me. If you have any advice, 
please, PLEASE let me know. 

—No Idea What I Did Wrong

Dear No Idea What I Did Wrong,
This one is a tough one. It’s hard to 

give specific advice because I don’t 
know your grandmother personally. The 
only thing I can think of is to talk to her. 
I know it may seem obvious to you, but 
she may have no idea that she is being 
hurtful to you. Do you know anything 
about her life growing up? Her mother 
may have been the same way, and so that 
might be the only way she knows how 
to communicate. It will be difficult and 
uncomfortable, I’m sure, but you need to 
talk to her. It could very well fix things 
between you or, at least, let her see that 
she is in the wrong. 

Cheers, 
Trop

Dear Trop,
I am having issues with my body 

image. I weigh 145 pounds, and 
although that is a reasonable weight, 
I feel like I need to lose more and be 
thinner. I work out two hours a day, 
every day, and I haven’t lost more than 
10 pounds in the last month. I have 
tried to eat healthier, but I don’t see 
the results that I want. I think I look 
fat, and my mother constantly reiter-
ates the same. I know this is hurting 
my confidence, but I just don’t know 
how to deal with it. 

—Not A Size Zero

Dear Not A Size Zero,
Body image issues are something 

many people struggle with. One way to 
cope might be to surround yourself with 
positive body image messages. Do not let 
your mother’s opinion on your appear-
ance get to you. Talk to her and let her 
know that her words are demoralizing 
you. Even though exercising is great for 
your health, do not push yourself harder 
than you need to. The health benefits of 
exercise are more important than those 
that affect appearance. Do what makes 
you happy; there is no need to stress out. 
You are at a good weight. If you feel like 
you wish to get thinner, go for it, but if it 
does not happen, you are still healthy and 
it is not the end of the world. 

Cheers,
Trop

Caitlin Collins photo
Alexa James, director of Well House, a nonprofit organization, spoke to 
members of Troy Voice of Justice about human trafficking in Alabama.

Speaker addresses human trafficking issues

Jill Odom photo (left). April Irvin photo (right)
The Spectrum Alliance hosted a showing of the “Rocky Horror Picture Show” on Monday as a part of its Halloween event. A costume contest and a 
pumpkin-carving contest were conducted during the program. From left to right: Taylor Danner, a freshman theater major from Picayune, Mississippi; 
Emily Thomas, a freshman theater major from Wetumpka; Virginia Brandt, a senior theater major from Centre; Taylor Hardwick, a senior ecology and 
field biology major from Valley; and Kayla McCormick, a senior sociology major from Enterprise. McCormick won the costume contest dressed as a 
lumberjack.
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 Staff Writer

The Troy football team lost its second 
straight game to South Alabama, 27-13. 
The Trojans (1-7, 1-3 Sun Belt) dropped 
to eighth out of 11 teams in the Sun Belt 
standings after the loss on Friday, Oct. 
24.

South Alabama (5-2, 4-1 Sun Belt) 
came out strong against the Trojans in 
the first quarter, and was able to thwart 
any sort of offense that Troy tried to 
put together. With the Jaguars’ defense 
playing well, USA was able to score the 
first 10 points of the game, including a 
45-yard touchdown reception by senior 
wide receiver Shavarez Smith. 

Troy did not get on the scoreboard until 
the second quarter. Sophomore kicker 
Ryan Kay put Troy back in the game 
with a pair of field goals to make the 
score 10-6 in favor of South Alabama.  

However, it would be the South 
Alabama run game that would help the 
Jaguars pull away in the second half.

Rushing touchdowns from running 
backs redshirt freshman Xavier Johnson 
and senior Kendall Houston, along with 
a 33-yard field goal from sophomore 
kicker Aleem Sunanon, put USA up 27-6 
with 3:34 left in the fourth quarter.

USA rushed for 296 yards as a team 
for the game, led by the talented running 
back duo of Johnson and Houston. 
Houston would rush for a whopping 

178 yards to go along with his rushing 
touchdown to keep Troy at bay.

A late touchdown pass from junior 
quarterback Dontreal Pruitt to senior 
wide receiver B.J. Chitty with one minute 
left in the game made the score 27-13. It 
would be too little, too late, however, as 
the Trojans went on to lose their seventh 
game of the season. 

While the Trojan defense was unable 
to halt the dominant run game of South 
Alabama, the offense was unable to 
produce as well as it has this season. 
Pruitt, along with redshirt freshman 
quarterback Brandon Silvers, combined 
for 13 of 24, passing for 145 yards and 
one touchdown.

Sophomore running back Jordan 
Chunn rushed for a season high of 55 
yards, but was unable to score against the 
Jaguar defense. The Trojans would rush 
for 164 yards with zero touchdowns, 
allowing USA to stay ahead the entire 
game.

“I feel sorry for these kids,” head coach 
Larry Blakeney said. “They’re fighting 
hard. They’re trying hard. They played 
pretty good. We don’t always get the 
(call) on the penalties and the turnovers, 
but it all comes back to coaching and 
playing. I have to do a better job, the 
coaches have to do a better job, and the 
players have to do a better job.”

Troy will go on the road to play 
Georgia Southern on Thursday, Oct. 
30, as it continues conference play. The 
game will be televised on ESPNU, with 
kickoff set for 6:30 p.m.

Wally Pendergrass

Staff Writer

The Trojan volleyball team lost to 
Georgia State in straight sets on Saturday, 
Oct. 25, and has now lost 12 matches in 
a row. 

The home-team Trojans had a comfort-
able lead in the first set, 18-13, but the 
Panthers went on a 7-1 rally and took a 
20-19 advantage. The Trojans tied the set 
at 24-24, but the Panthers would take the 
next two points and the set.

The Panthers had the lead late in the 
second set, 20-15, but the Trojans battled 
to get a set point at 25-24. The Trojans 
could not convert, and the Panthers even-
tually took the set 28-26.

Georgia State came out of the half 
looking to end the match, and it led most 
of the set. The Panthers would take the 
set 25-20 and the match, winning 3-0. 

“We had some players come out and 
play really, really well,” head coach 
Sonny Kirkpatrick said. “We had some 

players come out and not do their job. 
We’ve got some changes to make this 
week, and some of the players aren’t 
going to like those changes. Ultimately 
the program comes before individual 
players.”

The Trojans were led offensively by 
sophomore outside hitter Symone Shaw, 
who had 11 kills. Sophomore middle 
hitter Kiah Cheatham led the team in 
attack percentage with a .375. 

Junior setter Tineille Waggoner had 30 
assists for the Trojans, and junior libero 
Ali Dowdall led the defense with 19 digs.

“We have to correct our problems,” 
Kirkpatrick said. “We just have to make 
a couple more plays, and we could be up 
2-0 instead of down 0-2 in a match.” 

The Trojans will travel to Arkansas 
for two matches over the weekend. The 
Trojans face Arkansas State on Friday, 
Oct. 31, in Jonesboro, Arkansas, and then 
travel to Little Rock, Arkansas, to face 
UALR on Sunday, Nov. 2. 

April Irvin photo
Sophomore kicker Ryan Kay helped keep the Trojans in the game by 
kicking two field goals, one in the second quarter and another in the third 
quarter, on Friday, Oct. 24. Troy lost the game to South Alabama 27-13. 

Jaguars take a bite out of Troy

Volleyball team 
struggles, loses 
12th straight game
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The Troy soccer team finished the 
regular season this weekend with a pair 
of 3-0 wins on the road, against UALR 
and Arkansas State.

The Trojans (14-5, 6-3 Sun Belt) 
recorded their 11th shutout of the season 
this weekend and moved up to second 
in the Sun Belt standings going into the 
conference tournament. 

Troy’s first match of the weekend 
came on Friday, Oct. 24, as the Trojans 
continued to prove their worth on the 
field. The match remained a stalemate in 
the first 25 minutes, as neither team could 
get the upper hand. UALR (11-6-1, 2-5-1 
Sun Belt) was able to hold Troy to just 
four shots in the first half, and held the 
Trojan offense at bay.

This would change, when junior 
forward Chelsey Williams scored her 
seventh goal of the season in the 29th 
minute of the match. The goal also put 
Williams in first place all-time for career 
goals at Troy with 24.

 The goal would get the Trojans back 
on track, and 12 minutes later, the Trojans 
scored again.

Freshman forward Natalie Melillo got 
her fourth goal this season off a deflec-
tion from junior midfielder Alissa Jones. 
The goal put the Trojans up 2-0 going 
into halftime.

UALR would regroup, however, and 
got off 10 shots in the second half. It kept 
pressure on Troy’s defense, but thanks to 
a five-save performance from freshman 
goalkeeper Mikki Lewis, the visiting 
Trojans would stay ahead. 

A goal in the 70th minute from 
sophomore midfielder Abby Reynolds 
put UALR away for good, as the Trojans 
won their third straight match.

Troy’s momentum would continue 
into its match against Arkansas State on 
Sunday, Oct. 26, as it was able to meet 
with more success on offense. 

Jones, who had not scored in the last 
few matches, lit up the scoreboard for 
the team. The Trojans didn’t play well 
the first half, but fortunately for Troy, the 
Red Wolves (4-14, 1-8 Sun Belt) weren’t 
able to capitalize.

It wasn’t until the 55th minute that the 
Trojans were able to score. Jones stole 
the ball from the defense, broke away 
down the field, and put it past the goal-
keeper to give Troy a kick start.

Another goal from Jones six minutes 
later put Troy ahead 2-0 and gave the 
team momentum. 

It then took just seven minutes for 
Williams to get into the action. She 
continued to make history at Troy with 
her 25th career goal.

“It was a game that we wanted to 
get a good result in,” head coach Jason 
Hamilton said. “We knew we had to 
come out and play better in the second 
half, and I think we did that. I thought 
the players responded very well. Most 
importantly, we got the result we were 
looking for and put ourselves in a good 
spot for the conference tournament.”

Troy took No. 2 seed and will start 
the Sun Belt conference tournament by 
playing No. 7 seed UL Lafayette, which 
the Trojans beat earlier this season on 
Oct. 3 at home. Kickoff is set for 1 p.m. 
on Wednesday, Nov. 5, in Mobile. 

Trojan soccer 
team shuts out  
in final two games

April Irvin photo
(Foreground)Junior defender Kirsten Rendall had four shots on goal during 
the game against UALR on Friday, Oct. 24.  Troy shut out UALR 3-0. 


	NEW 1 Trop 10:30
	2 Trop 10:30
	3 Trop 10:30
	4 Trop 10:30
	5 Trop 10:30
	6 Trop 10:30
	7 Trop 10:30
	8 Trop 10:30
	9 Trop 10:30
	10 Trop 10:30

