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ROPOLITAN
Serving veterans

Jennifer Carlisle photo
Philip Johnson (back), a senior social science major from Paxton, Florida, watches Monday as 
Preston Pritchett, a sophomore math major from Selma, participates in the plastic grenade toss, 
one of the games held at the Troy for Troops table outside the Trojan Center. The Troy for Troops 
center is one of the programs at Troy University aimed at assisting veteran and active-duty military. 

University provides for military students and family

Troy creates 
new sexual 
education 
programs

International ballet star comes to Troy

April Irvin photo
Angie Kendall, a sophomore dance major from Hershey, Pennsylvania, 
performs a jump for visiting teacher Wes Chapman. Chapman was a pro-
lific dancer, renowned for performances around the world. He’s danced 
with the American Dance Theatre and the New York Ballet. He also 
served as director for both American Dance Theatre and Alabama Ballet.

Kianna Collins
Arts and Entertainment Editor

Wes Chapman, now a freelance ballet 
teacher and coach from Union Springs, 
comes to Troy this week to teach students 
about Revolutionary Principles of 
Movement.

Chapman danced with the New York 
City Ballet for 13 years with Mikhail 
Baryshnikov, who is considered one of 
the best ballet dancers in history.

He also danced with the American 
Ballet Theatre during his career.

He danced until he was 31 years old 
and retired into directing at the Alabama 
Ballet, and then eventually moved into 
directing at the American Ballet Theatre.

Chapman said he started teaching by 
necessity, and through time he saw that 
he had strength in it. 

“I became more and more empowered 
through RPM,” Chapman said.

The RPM strategy is “the science of 
ballet, and it really works,” Chapman 
said. After he discovered RPM, it’s 
changed how he teaches ballet over the 
past 20 years. 

Chapman came to Troy at the request 
of Dominique Angel, a lecturer of theater 
and dance. The two had danced together 
in New York, and reconnected through 
Facebook.

Chapman’s parents both graduated 
from Troy State University in 1969, so 
he has close ties to the university.

When he was younger, he was sur-
rounded by football because his father 
was the coach at the local high school. 
Chapman said he didn’t feel that he had 
the capability to play sports or that he 
was athletic enough to do so.

“I wasn’t into that kind of thing,” 
Chapman said.

See Dance, page 5

Cassie Gibbs
News Editor

Troy University was recently ranked in the bottom 10 
universities in the nation regarding sexual health, but it 
is expanding its sexual education programs. 

Trey Stewart, a senior English major from Birming-
ham, said that this makes sense because he was not 
aware of what Troy offers to teach students about sexual 
health. 

“I have heard information about sexual health, but 
as far as any actions or programs available, there isn’t 
anything around here that I know about,” Stewart said. 
“Everything I’ve learned is from talking to my friends 
and self-research.” 

Trojan brand condoms’ Sexual Health Report, made 
with information gathered by the independent survey 
company Sperling’s Best Places, ranks colleges based 
on accessibility of health resources and sexual health in-
formation that is made available to students. 

Herbert Reeves, dean of student services, said that it is 
not clear exactly how many people are surveyed or what 
the questions are for the survey. 

“We don’t know how many people they survey,” 
Reeves said. “They never share that with us. It could 
be one person that they surveyed. I don’t know what 
the validity of the data compiled is. I’ve never seen a 
copy of the survey, and they haven’t sent us a copy when 
we’ve asked.”

In response to the availability of information, Reeves 
said that there are now five peer educators who actively 
educate the students of Troy.

“This year, one of the newest things we have is a 
group of peer educators that go out to organizations and 
residence halls and provide workshops and information 
about many topics, including sexual health.” 

This is the first semester that peer educators have 
been implemented on campus. They are a group of five 
students, overseen by Shane Tatum, the coordinator of fa-
cilities and recreation, who are connected to the student 
services department’s health and wellness program. 

“Honestly, a lot of the time, students receive things 
a lot better from other students than if I were to stand 
up and tell them what they should or should not do,” 
Reeves said. 

There are also limited resources and information 
about sexual health available through the student health 
center and student counseling services. 

The health center has testing available to students if 
See Sex, page 2

Josh Richards
Staff Writer

In 2013, Troy University was 
named a “Purple Heart University” 
for its commitment and service to 
the well-being of student veterans 
and their families. 

With assistance from VA programs 
and benefits, counseling resources 
and established organizations like 
the Troy for Troops Center, Troy has 
continued to build upon its reputa-
tion as one of the nation’s top mili-
tary-friendly schools. 

According to Dave Barron, 
a retired captain of the United 
States Navy and Troy Universi-
ty’s associate vice chancellor for 
military affairs, military-affiliated 

students account for 24-33 percent 
of Troy University’s total enroll-
ment. Several of these students have 
chosen to make use of the Troy for 
Troops center. 

“Just at the Troy for Troops center 
in the Trojan Center, we had over 
1,200 visits by military-affiliated 
students in just September and 
October combined,” Barron said. 

According to Barron, the center 
“demonstrates Troy University’s 
commitment to the dedication, 
honor and service of our military 
personnel and veterans.” 

“Whether logging in online from 
Afghanistan or joining us in class-
rooms at our many campuses and 
sites, we want members of the 
military to know that we understand 

their unique needs and are here to 
support them,” according to the 
Troy for Troops website. “We desire 
them to be successful students who 
will be walking ambassadors for 
Troy University.”   

The Troy for Troops Center gives 
veterans, active-duty members of 
the military, and their spouses or de-
pendents access to financial aid, ad-
visement and counseling services.

The center also provides enter-
tainment and information for both 
military and other students. 

In honor of Veterans Week, Troy 
for Troops has celebrated veterans 
by hosting a number of events 
relating to veterans and the military. 

See Vets, page 2

“Assassin’s Creed 
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they feel that they need to be tested for 
a sexually transmitted disease, according 
to Reeves. Condoms and informational 
pamphlets are also available at the health 
center. 

No one at the health center was 
available for information or comment. 

The counseling center, according to 
Reeves, offers more information about 
sexual assault awareness. 

“It’s (sexual health information) will 
be primarily in those three areas, the 
peer educators, the health center and the 
counseling center,” Reeves said.

While most of the education and con-
traception available on campus is more 
geared toward men, Reeves said that the 
university is hoping to expand the sexual 
health education on campus by setting 
up a one-day a week women’s education 
clinic. The clinic would be set up through 
Troy Regional Medical Center and 
would be led by David Delaney, a Troy-
based obstetrician and gynecologist. 

Though other schools ranked higher 
than Troy on Trojans’ Report Card, 
Reeves said that there is always room for 
any school’s sexual education programs 
to grow. 

“Even if you have the most robust 
program for sexual health awareness, 
you can always do more,” Reeves said. 

The center placed a table on the social quad, where games 
were played, such as a grenade toss, and information was given 
to those interested in learning more about the military. 

The center also held a discussion panel about veterans in 
school and hosted a movie and discussion night. 

Troy also accepts and provides many financial assistance 
programs for veterans and active military who want to attend 
the university. 

“Just about every program the VA offers, Troy participates 
in,” said Travis McCullough, a VA counselor at Troy Univer-

sity’s main campus. “These are for veterans, their dependents 
or their spouses. I definitely believe that Troy University is one 
of the top VA-friendly schools in Alabama.” 

Jared Mack, a senior political science major and current 
public affairs officer of the Army ROTC, said that Troy Uni-
versity is a great place for veterans and any military-affiliated 
individuals.

“For those who have been in the military and didn’t really 
have the opportunity to go to college, it’s a great chance for 
them to come back and get an education,” Mack said. “That 
way, they can have a civilian job and a civilian career, not just 
one in the United States military.”

Society gives to victim group
Priyanka Sharma

Contributor

Alpha Phi Sigma, a national 
criminal justice honor society, 
presented a check for $378.31 to 
the nonprofit organization VOCAL: 
Victims Of Crime And Leniency. 

Jessica Childs, an associate 
criminal justice professor and 
adviser to Alpha Phi Sigma, said that 
the honor society is passionate about 
giving back to the community and 
thought VOCAL is an organization 
that does just that. 

“We always try to do something 
that is victim-oriented, and this was 
a great way to give back to those in 
the state of Alabama,” Childs said. 

VOCAL, according to its website, 
was founded in 1982, is based in 
Montgomery and has been working 
with the “goal to balance the scales 
of justice by giving crime victims 
those same rights rather than eroding 
the rights of the offender.” 

Miriam Shehane, one of the 

founders of VOCAL, said that it does 
many different things for victims to 
help balance those scales. 

“We go to trials with victims, tell 
them what their rights are, because 
they do have rights, and provide 
public awareness about who we are 
and what we do,” Shehane said. 

Janette Grantham, the state 
director for VOCAL, said that they 
also provide special help for those 
who are victims of homicide. 

“We also have a VOCAL Angel 
House, that works with homicide 
victims only,” Grantham said. “We 
have counselors for those victims, 
especially children, and have a three-
story house with about three rooms 
for people to stay the night before a 
trial or other court appointment.”

VOCAL is the longest-lasting 
victims’ organization in the state, 
and the only organization that works 
with families of homicide victims, 
according to Grantham. 

Erin Lowe, a senior criminal 
justice major from Alabaster and 

president of Alpha Phi Sigma, said 
that the honor society gave the 
money to VOCAL because of the 
services it offers.

 “We are giving VOCAL a check 
of money that we raised for the or-
ganization because it is nonprofit,” 
Lowe said. “VOCAL basically 
turns around and gives the money 
to victims who cannot afford stuff 
when they are going through trials.”

The money given to VOCAL was 
collected by fundraisers held last 
spring at Milky Moo’s, where the 
society received 50 percent of all 
purchases, and Momma Goldberg’s, 
where it received 10 percent of all 
purchases. 

This is the first time the orga-
nization has given a donation to 
VOCAL. 

“This is a great thing because we 
know that the money is going to a 
good cause,” Lowe said. “We know 
where the money is going to. We 
know that the money is going to 
victims.”

Student athletes 
host food drive

Cassie Gibbs
News Editor

Troy University’s student athletes are hosting their 
annual athletic canned food drive. 

All donations will be delivered to the Pike County 
Department of Human Resources and given to the 
families in the Pike County community. 

SAAC, student athletic advisory committee, is 
heading the canned food drive. 

Erin Woods, a junior human services major from Bir-
mingham and civic engagement chair for SAAC, said 
that the food drive is a great way to give back. 

“It’s important to help and donate to the athletic food 
drive,” Woods said. “It helps out the community of 
Pike County, a community that supports our school and 
athletics.”

This is the 10th year the student athletes have held 
the food drive, which began Nov. 3.

Each student athlete is required to bring four cans of 
food, though anyone is invited to donate as much as he 
or she would like. The goal for the food drive is 1,600 
cans of food. 

For anyone willing to donate, there are boxes in the 
athletic department buildings near all locker rooms and 
the third floor of the towers. 

The deadline to donate canned food to the drive will 
be Nov. 20 at 5 p.m. 

Caitlin Collins  photo
Alpha Phi Sigma’s members and adviser give VOCAL, Victims Of Crime And Leniency, founder 
Miriam Shehane (center) and state director Janette Grantham (center right) a check to help the 
organization provide services for victims of violent crimes and homicide. The organization provides 
counseling on the rights of victims, and a place to stay before court appointments. 

Sex
continued from page 1

Hannah Strowd photo
Freshman Forum members (back, left to right) Justin Lewis, Lauren 
Wiggins, Emily Mills, (front, left to right) Olivia Melton (Freshman Forum 
director), Jessica Edwards, Brittany Taylor, Kirra Merriweather, Brian 
Windrow, and Roger Rickman raised money for the Wounded Warrior 
Project with a “Bounce for Veterans” event to help wounded veterans 
who have returned from battle. The group charged $1 for students to play 
on an inflatable obstacle course held on the social quad. 

Bounce for Veterans

Vets
continued from page 1

Veterans are recognized 
Joshua Thurston photo

Veterans and active military 
personnel were recognized at 
the football game Saturday, 
Nov. 8, against Georgia State 
University. During half-time, 
members of each military 
branch were asked to come 
onto the field while the song 
of the branch was played. 
Among these recognized was 
Chancellor Jack Hawkins Jr., a 
former Marine who served in the 
Vietnam War. There was also 
a commissioning ceremony 
where a large group was sworn 
into each individual branch. 
Troy University has been named 
a “Purple Heart University,” the 
first in the nation.  

Taylor Bowser graphic
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Mary Ferrell
Staff Writer

As the fall semester dwindles, 
freshmen are growing into their 
new home while seniors are 
preparing to leave. 

Though freshmen and seniors 
have different experiences, both 
have the same desire: to see 
Trojans embrace the Troy spirit.

Kayla Pickett, a freshman 
sociology major from Enterprise, 
first thought that Troy was a 
“very pretty 
and friendly 
campus.” 

In her time 
so far at Troy, 
Pickett would 
like to see 
more student 
involvement 
and more 
information 
on how to be 
involved. 

As part of 
the Sound of the South, Pickett 
is eager about increasing school 
spirit and uniting the student 
body. She has high hopes that 
she will see this in the next four 
years.

Cinnamon Wilson, a senior 
nursing major, said that her 
Trojan experience has been 
different because she is from 
Troy. 

“I didn’t really want to come 
here, but once I got here, I loved 
it,” she said.

Wilson chose Troy University 
because she felt the nursing 

program was superior to other 
schools’, and she agrees with 
Pickett that it was the “pretty 
and friendly” campus that made 
Troy University her home. 

Wilson has seen Troy grow 
before her own eyes in the four 
years she has been a student 
here; she has seen the campus as 
well as the student body expand. 

While the student body 
has expanded, 
Wilson said 
that she has 
seen a decrease 
in student 
i n v o l v e m e n t , 
and she wonders 
why. Like 
Pickett, she 
would like to 
see Trojans take 

pride in their school and make 
the most out of their time here. 

Wilson would also like to see 
Troy staying different from other 
schools and students supporting 
Troy over other universities. As 
a part of the Sound of the South, 
Wilson takes great pride in the 
Trojans and wishes she saw 
more support on campus, as she 
once did.

 “The best example of school 

spirit would have to be the 
Mississippi State Game 2 years 
ago when we played them at 
home,” Wilson said. “Even 
though we lost, the football team 
fought so hard against them. 
If I’m not mistaken, it was the 
biggest crowd the stadium had 
ever seen. The crowd stayed all 
four quarters and never stopped 

cheering. 
“Even after the game, we 

were all just so proud of the 
team and their efforts against 
MSU. It was all just so great.”

Pickett, a piccolo player for 
the Sound of the South, says 
that it is discouraging to see 
students leave football games 
early. She wishes to see school 
spirit like Wilson did two years 

ago and is hopeful that one day 
there will be a student body 
that supports athletics during 
seasons both good and bad.

Since seniors have already 
left their mark on the university, 
both the senior and the freshman 
feel it is up to the younger 
Trojans to carry on the legacy 
and enhance the campus with 
Trojan spirit.

Freshman, senior experiences

Jamie Bennett
Staff Writer

Students gathered around the fountain 
waiting for “Skate Day” to start. 

Advertised around the campus during 
the previous week, Skate Day is what 
Phoukhanh Songvilay, a freshman 
graphic design major from Auburn, 
hopes to be the first of many meetings.

“We’ve just seen a lot of skaters 
around, riding,” Songvilay said. “We’d 
just hoped to get a group together because 
it’s always more fun to ride together than 
alone.”

On Nov. 11, they did just that and 
attempted to gather a group around the 

fountain.
When asked how they advertised for 

the event, Songvilay said, 
“We just decorated some 
cards and posted them 
around the campus.” 

The cards were colored 
note cards that said the 
time, date and place of 
the event and named it as 
“Skate Day.” Songvilay 
says that he didn’t expect 
any people to come out 
the first time.

“Maybe just 10,” he 
said before the event. “It’s an attempt.”

Shannelle Impelido, a freshman 

criminal justice major from Honolulu,  
and a friend of Songvilay’s, said, “Our 

crew, about five of 
us, go skating every 
night, and we see other 
skaters. We wanted to 
make new friends and 
learn from each other.”

When asked what 
she felt that they 
hoped to accomplish, 
Impelido replied, “A 
lot of skaters do tricks, 
and we wanted to meet 
with them and trade 

ideas. We wanted to make them feel 
comfortable on their boards around other 

skaters and in public.”
Impelido expressed an interest in 

meeting new people who share this 
pastime, and her hope is that the group 
can have more events in the future.

“Maybe this could be something that 
we do, like, twice a month,” Impelido 
said. “It’s also a way to let others know 
that skaters are active on campus.”

For those people on campus who 
skateboard, Songvilay and Impelido 
encourage them to keep an eye out for 
more “Skate Day” events in the future.

Anyone with a passion for skating is 
welcomed.

Troy’s first-ever Skate Day held

“I didn’t 
really want 

to come here, 
but once I got 
here, I loved 

it.”

“We wanted 
to make new 
friends and 
learn from 

each other.”

A group of skaters hopes to connect with others who share this sport

Hannah Crews photos
Phoukhanh Songvilay, a freshman graphic design major from Auburn, performs tricks at the fountain as Shannelle Impelido, a freshman criminal 
justice major from Honolulu, (far left) watches.

Mary Ferrell photo
Cinnamon Wilson (left), a senior nursing major from Troy, and Kayla Pickett (right), a 
freshman sociology major from Enterprise, share their different experiences while at Troy.
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As Troy University’s official student newspaper, the  
Tropolitan strives to serve student interests.  The Opinion 
page is an outlet for Tropolitan editors to question uni-
versity policies that do not benefit Troy’s students, praise 
those that do and call attention to national and state is-
sues that relate to students. The opinions expressed here 
are not necessarily those of  Troy University or the Hall 
School of  Journalism and Communication.

Editorials stand as the official, corporate opinion of  the 

Tropolitan.  Our opinions are not influenced by campus 
organizations or societies, university administration or 
political parties. The first copy of  the Tropolitan is free 
to any student or employee of  Troy University. Each ad-
ditional copy costs $1.

Guest Columns
The Tropolitan encourages students, faculty and staff  at 

Troy University to express opinions in a guest column of  

500-700 words.  Dissenting opinions are welcomed, but 
all expressions are the sole opinion of  their author and do 
not reflect the beliefs of  the Tropolitan.

Letters to the Editor
The Tropolitan welcomes letters from students, faculty, 

staff  and non-Troy affiliated persons.  Dissenting opin-
ions and corrections are welcomed.

The Tropolitan does not exclusively print letters fa-

vorable to the newspaper.  Letters to the editor must be 
signed by the author, and a phone number must be in-
cluded.

All submissions must be word-processed and emailed 
to the Tropolitan by 5 p.m. on Monday.  All submissions 
may not be published.

Submissions bashing groups or individuals on the basis 
of  race, gender, age, ethnic group, orientation or religious 
belief  will not be printed. 
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Hannah Hartline
Staff writer

Crowdfunding is one of the 
latest installments to the social 
media norm. Many are using 
websites like GoFundMe, 
Indiegogo and Kickstarter to 
raise money for their causes. 
They share their “campaigns” 
via social media in the hopes 
that friends, family and even 
strangers will donate. 

A number of people have used 
crowdfunding to raise money 
for unexpected funeral costs, 
to pay for surgeries, to fund 
video games or films, or, more 
recently, to pay for a ride.

Crowdfunding has become 
the new street corner for those 
looking to raise a little money, 
albeit without a lot of the usual 
elements. Crowdfunding can be 
done from the comfort of home, 
yet it still has a stigma similar 
to that attached to those who ask 
for money in the old-fashioned 
way. 

Even Troy has plenty of 
people looking for financial aid.

Adrian Smith, a senior music 
education major from Mont-
gomery, recently created his 
own GoFundMe page to assist 

him in paying for classes. He 
withdrew from Troy University 
in 2009 and still owes about 
$3,000 on his account.

“Recently, I lost my job, 
which has given me space and 
time to put my life into some 
sort of perspective,” Smith 
said. “School had become the 
elephant in the room. I knew 
that with no current income that 
I’d have to reach out for help.

“I felt that crowdfunding 
would be a great way to get the 
help I need,” Smith said. “With 
over 1,700 Facebook friends, 
why wouldn’t this be a good 
way to tell my story and show 
how passionate I am about my 
education?”

Smith decided to reach out to 
his family and Facebook friends, 
using them as a springboard for 
his campaign. Within a week of 
opening the campaign, he has 
raised $170 of his $3,663 goal. 

“I know that it will continue,” 
Smith said of the donations. “As 
the goal is closer to being met, 
people are more compelled to 
give. Friends and family want to 
see you do well.” 

However, not all people have 
supported Smith in his quest to 
go back to school. Smith said 

that he has met opposition and 
negativity regarding his choice 
to crowdfund. 

“People make assumptions,” 
Smith said. “They assume I’m 
lazy and don’t work. They 
assume I just want a handout.”

He said he struggled at first 
with his own decision. For 
some, crowdsourcing is used in 
emergencies to raise money for 
funerals or medical costs. Smith 
described his need to finish 

college as his personal fight to 
survive.

“They feel that if I’m not sick 
or dying that it isn’t important,” 
he said. “I believe that me 
getting my education is just as 
important as someone’s fight 
to survive. This is my fight to 
survive.”

As for advice to students, 
Smith encouraged those who 
are considering crowdfunding 
to not give in to public opinion. 

“Don’t let anyone talk you 
out of it,” he said. “Don’t be 
afraid to share it and encourage 
others to share. The more you 
put yourself out there, the better 
your results will be.”

GoFundMe does not charge 
to use its services and does not 
penalize if goals are not met. 
The website does charge a 5 
percent fee on each donation 
collected, and a campaign may 
run as long as the person wants 
to allow it. 

Crowdfunding can be a great 
resource for people who are 
truly in need. I believe in funding 
worthy causes, but I draw the 
line at things that I consider silly 
like raising money for someone 
to buy a new car. 

There are legitimate reasons 
to share a campaign, and I 
think that when considering 
a crowdfund you should ask 
yourself whether you would 
donate to your own cause. 
Without a good cause, crowd-
funding can seem to be a 
childish way of sticking one’s 
hand out for money.

Anyone can visit Adrian 
Smith’s GoFundMe at http://
www.gofundme.com/adriansos.

Lilly Casolaro
Staff Writer 

 In a survey done by Trojan 
Condoms, Troy University 
ranked at 137 out of 140 for 
sexual health awareness and 
resources available.

From this result, students 
seem largely uninformed of the 
risks of unprotected sex. Some 
are also clueless about where 
to receive materials concerning 
sexual health. 

Furthermore, the university 
seems to be complacent with its 
standing because, for three con-
secutive years, Troy has been 
in the bottom 10 of the Trojan 
Condoms-sponsored survey. 

In 2012, Troy was ranked 
138th. It moved up a single 
placement in 2013, and 
remained the same for 2014. 

Little is being done to improve 
the availability of resources or 
increase education for students 
on sexual health. 

“Troy should definitely try 
harder when it comes to sexual 
health awareness, especially 
being so poorly ranked,” said 
Devin Blount, freshman nursing 
major from Phenix City. “We 
should have more available 
resources when it comes to 
sexual health.” 

Factors contributing to the 
lack of student awareness are 
the withholding of information 
and lack of easy accessibility 
to sexual health resources, both 
online and in person. 

Oregon State University, 
ranked as the top school in the 
Trojan Condoms Survey, has 
a mass of information on its 
school website. A specific tab is 
designated for student services 

and provides straightforward in-
formation on sexual health. 

It further details where 
students can receive sexual 
health screenings, provides 
materials for where to locate 
condoms and other “safe sex” 
materials, and gives a plethora of 
information on related resources, 
which can all 
be found on 
the university 
website.  

The in-
f o r m a t i o n 
that Troy 
offers pales 
in compari-
son to that of 
Oregon State 
U n i v e r s i t y. 
The closest 
attempt at locating sexual health 
concerns is the tab on Student 
Health Services. 

After navigating three 
separate pages and clicking on 
several successive links, I was 
finally able to locate what I was 
searching for: “The health center 
has brochures and pamphlets 
available in a wide variety of 
topics pertinent to college life, 
such as migraines, allergies, and 
vaccines.” 

None of those topics includes 
sexual health. I was not satisfied 
with what I found, especially 
based on how easy it was to 
locate resources on Oregon’s 
website. 

Despite the Student Health 
Services Mission to “provide 
health care and education to the 
students of Troy University,” 
there is a failure to fully educate 
students, specifically in sexual 
health. 

According to a student worker 

at the campus’s student health 
services clinic, students rarely 
come in requesting information 
on sexual health. 

The student health center offers 
testing and treatment options for 
sexually transmitted diseases, 
but,  if a student requires further 
testing, the center will arrange 

an appoint-
ment with 
an off-cam-
pus facility. 
T h o u g h 
the student 
health center 
p r o v i d e s 
services to 
students, it 
falls short 
when attempt-
ing to inform, 

engage and adequately equip 
students with the materials they 
may need.

According to the Alabama 
Department of Public Health 
website, Pike County’s reported 
STD rates were highest among 
people 20 to 24 years old, 
totaling 62 cases in the first four 
months of 2013. 

A higher rate among this de-
mographic could be attributed 
to the mindset of young adults. 
They seem to think of sex as a 
source of pleasure rather than a 
means for reproduction.

The Trojan Condoms survey 
ranked the schools based on 
several factors such as quality 
of sexual health information and 
resources on website, lecture/
outreach programs and student 
peer groups for sexual health 
education, and overall website 
usability and quality.

The combination of factors 
proves an accurate reflection 

of the university’s low rating 
because Troy’s performance is 
poor in all of these areas. 

To change the current position 
that Troy is in, a website update 
and links to applicable resources 
for students could be added. 
Furthermore, an awareness of 
sexual health risks and effects 
must be a priority. Students are 
uninformed because of their 
pressure to conform without 
considering all factors associ-
ated with sex.  

“People base sex off of short-
term emotions, and they don’t 
think about the long-term con-
sequences,” said Mary Stewart, 
a freshman undeclared major 
from Prattville.  

Changes need to be institut-
ed considering Troy’s consis-
tently low ratings in the Trojan 
Condoms survey.  

If no one tells them, how will 
they know? Further steps need 
to be taken to provide clear 
and helpful online content to 
students, as well as accurately 
informing students through pre-
sentations, handouts or surveys 

about the importance of main-
taining sexual health and rec-
ognizing boundaries to reduce 
STDs. 

Troy University’s server 
blocked the Trojan Condoms 
website due to the content being 
deemed inappropriate. After the 
Tropolitan made inquiry into 
the blocking, the page has been 
made accessible through the 
server. 

Yet, the question remains 
whether the efforts to  restrain 
students’ access to sexual 
material compromise their 
access to sex education. 
Moreover, as such materials are 
stigmatized, so is sex and the 
discussion about sexual health. 
It is hard to raise awareness 
without discussion and open 
sources.

The Trojan Condoms 
company, in conjunction with 
the American Sexual Health As-
sociation, has released resource 
material informing others of 
condom use and STD informa-
tion. Its website has related links 
and supplemental materials to 
determine one’s sexual health.

Seth Nicholson

“Troy University 
must care about 

sexual health 
in order for its 

students to care 
about sexual 

health.”

Survey poses concern about university efforts 
to raise students’ awareness of sexual health

Photo contributed by Adrian Smith
Adrian Smith (right) and his grandmother, Frances Turner, 
who is his greatest supporter. Smith is crowdfunding his 
return to school though the GoFundMe website.

Student uses crowdfunding to go back to school
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‘Unity’ falls short of the hype
Kianna Collins

Arts and Entertainment Editor

With the release of “Assassin’s Creed Unity” 
on Tuesday, reviews of the game have been 
mixed. 

“Unity” garnered a lot of hype through 
its trailers and generally gorgeous graphics. 
Ubisoft even released a toy version of the new 
hidden blade attachment.

Gamers have to wonder how releasing 
“Unity” and “Assassin’s Creed Rogue” would 
affect game quality. 

Ubisoft didn’t exactly fix all of the old 
bugs.  Sometimes limbs go places where they 
shouldn’t, and if the character jumps off a 
building onto the ground, they may fall into 
oblivion.

The game is set in Paris during the French 
Revolution.

Arno Dorian is the main character of this in-
stallment of the series, and he isn’t that inter-
esting after he is introduced. There’s potential 
with his character seen within the first hour of 
the game, but he becomes stale after that point.

There’s not much to be said about him — he 
doesn’t say or do much, unlike past “Assassin’s 
Creed” games. 

The story outside of Arno’s is extremely 
vague, and after playing through for about 10 
hours, things still aren’t clear. 

Ubisoft overhauled the goings-on outside 
the memory simulation, as well as most of the 
gameplay.

Fighting is a bit harder than “Unity’s” pre-
decessor, “Assassin’s Creed Black Flag,” with 
multiple ways of avoiding enemy attacks and 
attacking. Players can’t change the weapons as 
easily, either.

Most of the time, players are stuck with the 
sword unless they change the weapon from the 
main screen. It’s more about picking a weapon 
to suit the player’s play style. 

Another thing that’s new is the fact that most 
skills that the player would start off with in 
the game, have to be unlocked. Double assas-
sinations, the free-running roll to prevent fall 

damage and some aspects of blending are only 
a few of the things the player can’t do from the 
beginning. 

That was immediately frustrating from the 
instant the game was turned on. 

There are quite a few fun points of this game, 
with the main point being co-op mode. It feels 
like the player is actually on a team with another 
assassin.

In my experience with co-op, another player 
and I had to kill all of the snipers going after 
Napoleon Bonaparte. We split up and killed the 
snipers on either side, like a team.

It really allows the player to immerse himself 
or herself in the gameplay. Hopefully, Ubisoft 
will continue in this direction.

Also, “Helix Rifts” are a really interesting 
part of the game, but not much can be said about 
them without spoiling a part of the story.

This game also has a companion app on 
iOS, Google Play and the Windows Store. 
The companion app aids actual gameplay and 
unlocks a lot of upgrades for Arno if utilized.

It has an extremely detailed 3D map and 
minigames that can be played, like finding 
symbols on big landmarks in Paris. The player 
can also send assassin recruits on missions, 
which then unlocks more content as time goes 
on. 

Players can also buy the premium version of 
this app for $1.99.

The “Legacy Room” is also probably one of 
the best features of the game. It holds the robes 
of past assassins and has slots for four addition-
al robes. 

The music that plays when Arno walks into 
the room is probably the best part. If anything, 
make that the first thing you do when you 
acquire access to that area.

Another thing is that it does feel like home 
occasionally, which makes me want to continue 
playing — getting those crucial air assassi-
nations and jumping into the quintessential 
haystacks. 

Overall, “Assassin’s Creed Unity” gets a 
7.5/10. Ubisoft had a few good ideas, but it just 
failed to execute them as well as it could.

Ubisoft photo
“Assassin’s Creed: Unity” had a lot of potential coming up 
this year, but perhaps releasing two games on the same day 
wasn’t one of Ubisoft’s best ideas.

Dance
continued from page 
1

When he was 9, his 
mother and grandmother 
took him to a ballet class, 
and he said he instantly 
felt that he belonged there.

“I never looked back,” 
Chapman said. “It was sort 
of who I was. It all made 
sense to me when I walked 
into that classroom.”

Since then, Chapman 
has traveled all over the 
world to perform, to places 
such as San Francisco, 

the Paris Opera House, 
the Royal Danish Opera 
House and many more.

“I was happy dancing, 
and it didn’t seem to 
matter too much where I 
was,” said Chapman. 

Chapman sees Troy Uni-
versity’s dance program as 
a place that is improving 
with great momentum. 

“With these kinds of 
things, it takes time for 
everyone know this is 
here,” Chapman said. “It’s 
a great place to be.”

He also praises the 
dancers as receptive and 
ready to learn.

“It inspires me as a 
teacher when people are 
willing to learn,” said 
Chapman. “It’s fun to 
me.”

Chapman puts a lot 
into his teaching when 
he teaches, and he said 
he usually leaves classes 
exhausted. 

“You get as much as 
you put into things,” said 
Chapman. “I hope they 
(the students) feel that I 
put a lot into it.”

Nintendo releases demo for new Pokémon game
Lacey Alexander

Contributor

Gamers, with the right resources, are 
getting a sneak peek at some holiday 
releases these past few weeks. 

On Oct. 21, the Pokémon Trainer Club 
newsletter included a demo code allowing 
Pokémon fans to play a demo version of 
the highly anticipated “Pokémon Omega 
Ruby” and “Pokémon Alpha Sapphire.” 

Fans have found that there are other 
ways to obtain this demo, including 
downloading certain Pokémon titles 
from the “e-Shop,” an online store of 
downloadable games and applications 
for the Nintendo 3DS.

The demo opens to the playable 
character, a male trainer named 
“Orlando,” flying on the legendary 
Pokémon Latios with the Pokémon 
League Champion from “Pokémon Ruby 
and Sapphire,” Steven. 

Fans will immediately recognize the 
hometown of the champion, Mossdeep 
City, as they land.

Players of the demo get a first look 
at the world’s transformation from two-
dimensional to three-dimensional, as the 
remake has taken the game map from the 
original “Ruby” and “Sapphire” titles 
and amplified its appearance to a three-
dimensional playing field for the 3DS.

 The Pokémon that served as mascots 
and “starters” for the Nintendo Gameboy 
Advance titles were reintroduced in the 
demo, now fully realized in three-di-
mensional figures and having constant 
movement throughout battle scenes.

In this demo, players play along to ex-
perience an all-new “evolution” cutscene, 

the process of “mega evolution” for 
the starting Pokémon and some battle 
sequences with newly redesigned char-
acters: Matt and Tabitha, two high-rank-
ing admins of the enemy teams, Team 
Aqua and Team Magma.

After the initial battle with the two 
admins, the player is led to a situation in 

which she is asked to catch a Pokémon.
 Glailie, the Pokémon that you are 

assigned to capture, is then available as 
a “transfer” to the full copy of the game. 

Once the full game is purchased, 
players will be allowed to transfer the 
captured Glailie and some other mystery 
rewards from their demos to the game. 
Players can use the rewards in game play.

Every time the demo game is 
completed and restarted, a new adventure 
is available to play through. 

A reward will be obtained every time 
an adventure is completed and range 
from “transferrable” items to the in-
troduction of a new character onto the 
island, in which the player is limited to 
stay in for the demo version.

These little rewards are earned after 
every completion of a mission up until 
the 10th time, after which no more 
items are available, but missions are still 
playable. There is also a small chance of 
a “secret mission” becoming available, 
in which the player battles two members 
of either Team Aqua or Team Magma.

Many surprises and fun hints for the 
full game can be found in the demo, 
and players are beyond pleased with the 
sneak peek of the newest Pokémon title. 

Seeing an old favorite revisited is 
sure to get Nintendo fans excited for the 
game’s release on Nov. 22.

Nintendo photo
“Pokémon Omega Ruby” and “Pokémon Alpha Sapphire” are dubbed 
“ORAS” by fans of the series. It is the long-awaited remake of the Hoenn.
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Grishma Rimal
Variety Editor

The roaring ’20s and the jazz music of 
the time gave birth to swing dancing and, 
almost a hundred years later, the dance 
form remains popular. Upholding the 
presence of this art form on campus is 
the Swing Dance Club, which works to 
provide a platform for new and existing 
dance enthusiasts to learn and practice 
swing dancing.

Aubrey Toole, a senior biomedical 
sciences major from Pace, Florida, is 
the founding president of the club that 
has been meeting since the 2012 spring 
semester.  

“I swing danced a lot in high school, 
and I came to Troy thinking, ‘Hey, I can 
join some kind of swing dancing group 
and swing dance some more in college,’ 
but there wasn’t really any kind of a 
group,” Toole said. 

“So I met my friend Theresa (vice 
president of the club),” she said. “She 
and I talked about how we both did swing 
dancing in high school and how we both 
thought it’d be a great idea to have a club 
at Troy, so we decided we should start 
one and just kind of went from there.”

The group’s meeting starts with the 
reviewing of steps from the previous 
week and the teaching of new ones.  A 
beginners’ class is taught during the first 
hour and is followed by an advanced 
class, during which members can 
practice more intricate moves, including 
lifts and flips.  

“I have swing danced for several 
years now, and they teach us a slightly 
different style of swing dance here than 
I’m used to,” said Michael Engelman, 
a sophomore English education major 
from Foley. “But it’s still kind of fun to 
switch back and forth between the two 
different styles that I know. I like it.”

The club has even garnered attention 
from people outside the campus who 

come to practice the dance form they 
love. Todd Guison, from Springfield, 
Missouri, works at Fort Rucker and 
came to hear about the Swing Dance 
Club through some friends from church 
and has been a regular attendee.

“I also I think it’s a good way for 
people to exercise and meet new people,” 
Guison said. “That’s the very reason I 
come. I’ve made several new friends this 

semester alone, so it is a good time.”
Cassidy Counter, a freshman business 

major from Huntsville, described her 
first meeting as a casual yet fun event 
where she got to meet new people and 
learn a new dance form. 

“I think it helps students come together 
and get them out of their comfort zones,” 
Counter said. “But not a lot of people 
know how to swing dance. It’s kind of 
a dying art, I guess. So it’s fun to teach 
people how to do it and get it revived.”

The club also goes to the meetings of 
other student organizations or events at 
their requests and teaches or performs as 
needed.

“Off campus, we have done a jazz 
night,” Toole said. “The jazz band here 
at Troy did this jazz night in the square 
where they played for the Troy public. 
They invited us to come swing dance. 
So we got to swing dance while they 
played their jazz music out in front of the 
square. That was really neat.”

Toole encourages students to join the 
club, as she says that swing dancing is a 
good skill to learn.

“I think it’s really a great way to come 
and learn a new skill and meet new 
people,” she said. “You know, you really 
get the fellowship and kind of enjoy the 
college atmosphere, but also learn a new 
skill that you can take with you, like 
wherever you go.”

The Swing Dance Club meets every 
Monday in the Trojan Center Ballrooms 
from 8 to 9:30 p.m. 

Jennifer Carlisle photo
Justin Huval, a junior math education major from Robertsdale, and 
Aubrey Toole, a senior biomedical sciences major from Pace, Florida, 
dancing at the Swing Dance Club’s meeting.

Keeping the dancing spirit of the ’20s alive

Valario Johnson
Staff Writer

The International Education Week that celebrates the 
various international cultures represented at Troy is set 
to begin Sunday, and it also brings about the yearly In-
ternational Student Cultural Organization festival.

Darlene Schmurr-Stewart, dean of the international 
program, said that this week is very important to Troy 
because it allows everyone, including students and 
faculty, to learn more about other countries through 
educational activities, cultural fun, and study abroad 
opportunities.

The events for the week include an international 
soccer tournament, a presentation on Burma, an inter-
national Thanksgiving dinner, Muslim Journeys discus-
sion series, International Women’s Forum meeting, a 
tent event on the main quad that will include informa-
tion on study abroad opportunities and display artifacts 
from various nations, and finally, the ISCO festival.  

The weeklong celebration, she hopes, will bring 
better understanding of international cultures. “There’s 
still that segregated feeling on campus,” Stewart said.

She said that since the doubling of the international 
student population at Troy in the early 2000s, she has 
felt a cultural and social gap between American and in-
ternational students. She thinks this is because of the 
unfamiliarity, with which both types of students don’t 
necessarily feel comfortable. 

“To experience the world view is both an opportunity 
and a challenge,” she said. “The challenge is to help as-
similate some of these perspectives.”

She said that efforts to construct bonds between all 
cultures are ongoing, but she understands that “when 
something different comes, so does the pushback.”

“This gap is inevitable,” said Mai Tran, a senior bio-
medical sciences major from Da Nang, Vietnam. “This 
is mainly because there is such a difference in cultures.”

Tran said that most international students want 
American friends, but it’s just more comfortable to 
associate with people from their own countries, as it 
gives them that “at-home-feeling” while they are so far 
away from home. 

“We just have so much more in common than we 

think,” said Cesar Jauregui, a senior broadcast journal-
ism major from Pell City and president of ISCO. “Maybe 
we are not doing enough of a good job to encourage 
people to get to know the international population.”

“The culture shock itself is a major challenge,” said 

Gui Rampon, a senior global business and marketing 
major from Caxias do Sul, Brazil. “It is hard to get 
adapted into a culture where society values and ways of 
living differ so much from the place you grew up at. It 
really comes down to the individual and how open he or 
she is to a completely new perspective.”

Rampon said that domestic students should under-
stand the value that international students bring to the 

Troy campus and the city of Troy. “Most people just 
don’t think they can learn a lot from having an interna-
tional friend,” Rampon said.

“But international students are reaching out,” Tran 
said. “The gap is getting smaller, though.”

With activities that concentrate on allowing everyone 
to understand different cultures, Stewart said that she 
hopes next week’s events and the continuing efforts 
of the international program help bridge some of that 
estrangement. 

“This week is a natural focus on international 
education amongst U.S. colleges and higher learning,” 
Stewart said. 

“This is a chance for the international campus to be 
put out there for everyone to see,” Tran said. “So, of 
course International Education Week is important for 
Troy.”

With a week full of presentations and displays, the 
international department has created a culmination of 
cultural events.

“The week places emphasis on academics, study 
abroad and cultural immersion,” Stewart said. “This 
whole week is intended to bring into focus what Troy 
University has brought to the table about the world.”

The ISCO festival will be a display of various foods 
and cultural acts from around the world.

“As the president of ISCO, I feel that it’s just a great 
way to show Troy who international students are,” 
Jauregui said. “We have people from, literally, every-
where in the world.”

Jauregui also said that this year, there will be five 
continents represented in the food choices, while there 
were only four at last year’s ISCO festival.

“This is the opportunity to show to domestic students 
some of our country’s culture and the attempt to 
integrate them a little more into their college experi-
ence,” Rampon said.

Jauregui said that members of ISCO will be selling 
tickets to the festival from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the 
Trojan Center on Thursday and Friday, but that those 
interested in attending should get their tickets soon, as 
they have sold out quickly in the past.

A week to focus on international culture
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Pigskin Picks

Jill Odom
Sports Editor

 The Troy men’s basketball team 
enjoyed triumph against West Florida, 
72-63, in its first exhibition match on 
Thursday, Nov. 6. 

The team is full of new members, with 
only senior forward Kevin Thomas and 
sophomore guard Kelton Ford returning 
from last season, but that didn’t stop the 
Trojans from pulling out a win. 

“We got a pretty young team experi-
ence-wise, and we just tried to fight it out 
and get a good win,” junior forward John 
Walton III said.

During the first half, both the Argonauts 
and the Trojans struggled to make their 
shots. Troy had a percentage of 44.8, 
making 13 out of 29 baskets during the 
first 20 minutes. 

West Florida, on the other hand, made 
only eight out of 25 shots, totaling 32 
percent. However, it was the Argonauts 
who had the lead going into halftime 
with a mere two points at 32-30.

Four Trojans scored double digits 
during the game and Walton, who 
was unable to play during the entire 
2013-2014 season, led the team with 15 
points. 

Freshman guard Wesley Person 
followed with 12 points, and junior guard 
Chris Bilbo and senior guard Musa Ab-
dule-Aleem each contributed 11 points 

to the Trojans’ lead. 
In the second half of the game, both 

teams came out and played with more 
drive. 

“We came out with more energy 
than we had in the first half because 
everybody was a little shaky,” Bilbo 
said. “Everybody was a little nervous, 
but we got that out in the first half. Coach 
just kept talking us up, and we came out 
with a win.”

Overall, West Florida had more 
offensive and defensive rebounds than 
Troy, with 11 offensive and 29 defensive. 
Troy made only nine offensive rebounds, 
but collected 24 defensive boards. 

“We’ve got a tough schedule, and 
because we have so many new guys, 
we’re learning on the fly,” head coach 
Phil Cunningham said. “Again that’s 
why it was a good opportunity tonight to 
play against a good team, a well-coached 
team, but we’ve just gotta work hard.”

It was the number of Troy’s visits to 
the charity stripe that helped get the win 
in the end. The Trojans scored 20 out 
of the 38 attempted free throws, while 
the Argonauts had nine shots out of 17 
opportunities. 

Troy was finally able to break away 
from West Florida after Bilbo shot a 
three-point buzzer-beater with 1:29 to 
go, making the score 70-63.

Ford added to the final score on a fast 
break, wrapping up the game with 37 

seconds to spare 72-63. 
 “It was good that they got to dig in and 

fight it out and find a way to win,” Cun-
ningham said.

Troy faces Brewton-Parker at home on 
Friday, Nov. 14, at 7 p.m. Troy encour-
ages students to “white out” Ole Miss on 
Monday, Nov. 17, at 7 p.m. at home.

Men’s basketball shines at exhibition

April Irvin photo
Sophomore guard Kelton Ford scored nine points and made five 
defensive rebounds during the game on Thursday, Nov. 6. 

Women’s
continued from page 8

Troy shot 46.6 percent on the game and 
shot 74.1 percent from the free throw line.

“I did not expect it (the 26 points),” Reid said. “I was 
nervous at first but I tried to not let that get the best of 
me. I try to come out and contribute the best way I can 
and tonight was a good night for me.”

The Trojans officially open up the season on Friday, 
Nov. 14, against the Auburn Tigers in Auburn and then 
travels to Clemson, South Carolina on Sunday, Nov. 
16, to take on the Clemson Tigers. 

The Trojans’ first official home game is at noon on 
Friday, Nov. 21, against Southeastern Louisiana. 

April Irvin photo
On Friday, Nov. 7, the Troy volleyball team acknowledged its five seniors. From left to right are 
student coach Alicia Dukes, outside hitter Marija Zelenovic, middle hitter Katie Feemster, defensive 
specialist Kelley Curran and outside hitter Kayla Pickart. The Trojans finish their last three games on 
the road against Texas State, Georgia State and South Alabama. 

Seniors bid a season farewell
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Head coach Larry Blakeney achieved 
his 100th victory at Veterans Memorial 
Stadium on Saturday, Nov. 8, as the Troy 
football team defeated Georgia State 
45-21.

The Trojans (2-8, 2-4 Sun Belt) never 
trailed in the game, and were able to 
dominate a Georgia State team that 
has also been struggling this season. 
Despite being without key defensive 
players, including senior linebacker 
Mark Wilson, Troy was able to halt the 
run game of Georgia State, something 
the Trojans have struggled doing against 
opponents this season.

The Panthers (1-9, 0-7 Sun Belt) had 
394 yards of total offense, but whenever 
Georgia State mounted a promising 
drive, the Trojan defense stepped up 
with key turnovers and stops to keep 
the Panthers out of the end zone. In 
the first half alone, the defense picked 
off two passes from junior quarterback 
Nick Arbuckle, frustrating the offensive 
scheme of the Panthers. 

The two teams traded touchdowns on 
their opening possessions of the game, 
and it looked as if the game might turn 
into a shootout, since both offenses 
found early success in the first quarter.

The story of the night was the Trojan 
defense, however, which allowed the 
offense to pile on the points as the 
Panthers’ offense remained on the 
sidelines.

After Georgia State’s first touchdown, 
Troy scored 21 unanswered points to 
gain control of the game, including 
a 30-yard run for a touchdown from 

redshirt freshman quarterback Brandon 
Silvers, who leaped and flipped over a 
defender into the end zone.

Georgia State pulled within two 
touchdowns midway through the third 
quarter, when Arbuckle threw a 13-yard 
touchdown pass to senior wide receiver 
Lynquez Blair to make the score 28-14. 

The Trojan defense stepped up after 
that, forcing the Panthers’ offense to punt 
on three of their final four drives of the 
game. 

“Those linebackers inside, they 
haven’t played a lot of ball here, but we 
got away with it,” said Blakeney after 
the game. “The guys competed as hard 
as they could, and that is all that you can 
ask for.”

With the defense playing well, the Troy 
offense stepped up in a big way, with five 
different players rushing for a touchdown 
in the game. The offense scored 17 unan-
swered points in the second half to finish 
off Georgia State.

Senior running back Khary Franklin 
scored on a 32-yard touchdown run with 
9:48 left in the game, putting the Trojans 
up for good, 45-14.

A late touchdown catch by Blair in the 
closing minutes made the score 45-21, 
and the Trojans won their second game 
of the season.

“There are a lot of things to consider, 
but we may have played our best game 
from a standpoint of execution and 
plans,” Blakeney said. “I think our 
coaches did a great job with their plans.” 

Troy will make the trip to Moscow, 
Idaho, where the Trojans will play Idaho 
for their last road game of the season. 
Kickoff is set for 4 p.m. on Saturday, 
Nov. 15.

Michael Shipma
Staff Writer

The Troy soccer team’s 
season came to a close on 
Sunday, Nov. 9, when it fell to 
South Alabama 1-0 in the Sun 
Belt Conference championship 
game. The Trojans won their 
first two games of the tourna-
ment 1-0 against UL Lafayette 
and Texas State.

Troy (16-6, 6-3 Sun Belt) 
started the SBC tournament, 
which was hosted by South 
Alabama in Mobile, against 
UL Lafayette on Wednesday, 
Nov. 5. The Trojans had already 
played the Ragin’ Cajuns 
(9-8-2, 4-4-1 Sun Belt) earlier 
in the season on Oct. 3, which 
the Trojans won 2-0. 

The Ragin’ Cajuns came 
out strong in the first half, and 
despite Troy’s efforts, ULL 
played Troy to a stalemate in the 
opening 45 minutes. Both teams 
managed seven shots in the first 
half, with none on goal for the 
Trojans.

The second half was a com-
pletely different story for the 
Trojans, who dominated the 
ULL defense in every aspect.

Troy fired 17 shots in the 
second half, and if not for a 
10-save performance from 
ULL junior goalkeeper Lindsey 
Stocks, the final score would 
have been different. 

In the end, the Trojans came 
out victorious, 1-0, thanks to a 
solo goal from junior midfielder 

Alissa Jones, who wove through 
defenders to score. 

With the win, Troy advanced 
to play Texas State, the No. 3 
seed in the SBC tournament.

Texas State had already beaten 
the Trojans earlier in the season 
2-0, and was one of only two 
teams to shut out the Trojans 
during the regular season. 

When the two teams met on 
Friday, Nov. 7, however, the 
result was much different from 

that of the first contest. The 
Trojans came ready to play, and 
freshman midfielder Mallary 
Hedden scored the first goal of 
her career in the second minute.

Hedden scored on a header 
cross from senior defender 
Paige McMillan to put Troy up 
1-0 early. 

It would be a battle of the 
defenses for the rest of the 
match, however, and when it 
was all said and done, Hedden’s 
goal was all that Troy needed 

to hold off the Bobcats (11-7-2, 
5-3-1 Sun Belt). Freshman goal-
keeper Mikki Lewis finished the 
night with four saves, preserv-
ing the Trojans’ lead.

With two wins in the SBC 
tournament, the No. 2 seed 
Trojans advanced to face the 
No. 1 seed South Alabama, 
which would be playing on its 
home field for the championship 
game. 

The match started slowly, 
as both teams were unable to 

generate much offense in the 
first half.

That changed when freshman 
forward Charde Hannah scored 
her 20th goal of the season in 
the 22nd minute. Sophomore 
defender Nikki Shirtcliffe 
passed the ball into the box, 
which deflected off Hannah and 
past Lewis for the score.

Troy wasn’t going to go 
down without a fight, however, 
and managed seven shots in 
the second half as it sought an 
equalizer. However, it was USA 
that was victorious as it won its 
second straight Sun Belt cham-
pionship 1-0.

“Be proud of what you’ve ac-
complished this season,” said 
first-year head coach Jason 
Hamilton to his team after the 
game. “You put Troy soccer on 
the map.”

The Trojans made history this 
season by breaking 21 team and 
individual records, including 
junior forward Chelsey 
Williams setting a new Troy 
record for most career goals 
with 25. 

Under Hamilton, the Trojans 
set a new record at Troy for 
most wins in a season, and 
with several returning starters, 
the Trojans look to continue to 
improve going into next season. 

Soccer closes out record-breaking season

Blakeney collects 100th home win

April Irvin photo
Head football coach Larry Blakeney celebrates after defeating Georgia 
State on Saturday, Nov. 8, collecting his 100th career home field win.

April Irvin photo
Junior midfielder Alissa Jones scored the game-winning goal against UL-Lafayette on 
Wednesday, Nov. 5, during the Sun Belt Conference Championships.

Wally Pendergrass 
Staff Writer

The Troy women’s basketball team looked 
dominant in Trojan Arena during its exhibition 
on Thursday, Nov. 6, against Alabama-Hunts-
ville, winning 92-56.

Troy had a slow start and was actually behind 
UAH 9-8 at the first media timeout. 

The Trojans had a small lead, 14-12, at the 
second media timeout in the first half. 

Troy then put it together and built up a 
14-point lead, going into halftime up 44-30. 

Junior guard Rachel Reid led the Trojans 
at the half with 13 points, and senior forward 
Ronita Garrett led the team with five rebounds. 

The Trojans had only seven turnovers while 
forcing the Lady Chargers to turn the ball over 
16 times in the first half.

Troy slowly added to its lead throughout the 

second half and took complete control of the 
game. 

 The Trojans had a 32-point lead with 7:36 
left in the second half. The Trojans would add 
a few more points to that lead and won by 36 
points, 92-56.

“We did a lot of things well,” head coach 
Chanda Rigby said. “We also did some things 
that looked like it was our first game.” 

Reid led the team with 26 points and also had 
four assists. Garrett led the team in rebounds 
with nine while also adding four assists.

“It was fantastic to see our newcomer Rachel 
Reid have a breakout game in her first game 
here,” Rigby said.

The Trojans forced 37 turnovers and had 
only 12 turnovers as a team. The Trojans also 
won the rebound battle, 37-35. 

See Women’s, page

Trojans trample the Lady Chargers

Alex Lewis photo
Senior forward Brianna Lancaster contributed 17 points to the 
Trojans’ lead during the exhibition match on Thursday, Nov. 6.
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