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Livingston wins
Miss Troy U title
Madina Seytmuradova
Staff Writer

Leah Livingston, a junior
communication major from
Miami, was crowned Miss Troy
University 2016 at a competition that took place on Saturday,
Oct. 24, in Claudia Crosby
Theater.
Ten students competed in
the 45th annual pageant, performing in private interview,
swimsuit,
talent,
evening
gown and on-stage question
competition.
Other winners included first
runner-up Carlie Spencer, a
junior mathematics major from
Montgomery; second runner-up
Lacey Marcus, a senior elementary education major from
Alabaster; third runner-up
Caylee Sanders, a sophomore
English language arts major
from Goshen; and fourth
runner-up Angelene Kendall,
a junior dance major from
Hershey, Pennsylvania.

Jayln Harrison, a freshman
psychology major from Bainbridge, Georgia, won the
“People’s Choice” award. The
award was based on audience
vote at the event.
Third runner-up Sanders also
bagged the Miss Congeniality
award, while Livingston won
both the fitness award and the
talent award.
Livingston participated in the
competition last year after her
friends advised her to and was
named fourth runner-up.
She said she decided to
continue pursuing the title of
Miss Troy University, stressing
the importance of perseverance.
“If you seek out whatever it is
you want to do, I think anything
is possible,” Livingston said.
Livingston added that while
the swimsuit competition was
challenging, the talent round
was the toughest for her.
See Miss Troy U, page 2
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Ma-Chis powwow held at Troy
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The Ma-Chis Lower Creek Indian Tribe held a powwow at the Troy campus on Friday,
Oct. 23, and Saturday, Oct. 24. Full story on page 3.

Fraternity steps up to help

Bottled water fundraiser organized for South Carolina
Franchesca Perez
Staff Writer
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From left to right: Student Government Association
President and Master of Ceremonies Heath Barton, last
year’s winner Hannah McDonald and Miss Troy University
2016 winner Leah Livingston.

Troy University’s Omega
Psi Phi fraternity is holding a
bottled water drive in an effort
to help supply water to victims
of the South Carolina flooding.
Hurricane Joaquin brought
on severe storms and record
rainfall, leaving devastation in
South Carolina in early October.
According to CNN reports,
11 people have been declared
dead—seven drowned, and four
died in traffic accidents.
After hearing of these events,
members of Omega Psi Phi said
they felt led to uplift the South
Carolina community.
Zach Calhoun, a senior mathematics major from Mobile and

president of Omega Psi Phi,
shared how the idea of the water
bottle drive was formed.
“Omega Psi Phi is known
nationally for doing an outstanding amount of community
service events,” Calhoun said.
“Our chapter adviser, Derrick
Brewster, suggested the idea.
Having one of our own chapter
members, Rashad Dillard, come
from South Carolina was the
final push.”
Omega Psi Phi is a Christian-based fraternity with four
cardinal principles: manhood,
scholarship, perseverance and
uplift.
“We simply decided to uphold
these principles by uplifting the
South Carolina community,”
said Rashad Dillard, a junior

psychology major from Greer,
South Carolina. “It’s important
to help others who can’t help
themselves.
“It’s not just to do it for recognition. We do it because we
are called to.”
In partnering with the office
of student services and the
American Red Cross, the fraternity hopes to fill a trailer with
cases of water and deliver it
to the Red Cross Montgomery
chapter, which will then deliver
the water to South Carolina.
Scotty McBride, a senior
broadcast journalism major
from Leroy and member of
See
SC
page 2

fundraiser,

Pink Week observed for breast cancer awareness
Destiny Hosmer
Online content editor

The Troy University chapter of
Colleges Against Cancer is holding its
first Pink Week this week.
October is Breast Cancer Awareness
month, and Colleges Against Cancer has
held events each day this week in honor
of those who have battled cancer.
On Monday, Oct. 26, CAC held a
balloon release, where students were
encouraged to write the name of a loved
one who has been affected by breast
cancer on a tag, attach it to the balloon
and release the balloon.
On Tuesday, it held a bake sale at
the Trojan Center. On Wednesday, a
HOPE sign was placed outside the
Trojan Center, and students could place
a pink-colored handprint on it for small
donations to Relay for Life.
According to BreastCancer.org, about
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Sharrnique McEachern, a junior broadcast journalism major from
Queens, New York, placing a handprint on a HOPE sign outside the Trojan
Center on Wednesday, Oct. 28.

one in eight American women will
develop invasive breast cancer over the
course of her lifetime, and about 2,350
new cases of invasive breast cancer are
expected to be diagnosed in men in 2015.
“One way or another, everyone is
affected, and it is important to know the
signs (of cancer),” said Courtney Cole,
Colleges Against Cancer vice president
and freshman music education major
from Niceville, Florida.
Nikki DeRidder, a senior English
language arts major from Brewton, said
that she has close relatives who have
been affected by breast cancer.
“We need more awareness and
emphasis on getting mammograms,”
DeRidder said. “It’s not just something
that affects women over 40.”
DeRidder also emphasized that breast
cancer can occur in men as well.
See Pink Week, page 2
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SGA looks for campus problems at Night Walk
rain, could be improved.

Priyanka Sharma
Staff Writer
Despite the rainy weather, the Student
Government Association conducted its
Night Walk on Tuesday, Oct. 27, looking
for problem areas around campus that
could be fixed.
According to Darunda Wilkins, a
junior business major from Montgomery
and the SGA student welfare chair, SGA
broke up into three groups and walked
around campus.
“In doing so, we were able to cover
more ground of the university,” she said.
“Our main things gathered were that we
have a lot of lighting, but the lighting
that we have is not efficient enough.”
According to Clint Milligan, a
sophomore economics major from
Alabaster, a lot of areas could be better
lit.
“We saw a lot of places that had lights
but the bulbs were out,” Milligan said.
“We also noticed several emergency
buttons with the blue police light on the
top were out as well.”
Wilkins also said that SGA attempted
to take into consideration accessibility
for students with disability at this Night
Walk.
“We tried to put ourselves in their
shoes to understand the challenges they
will be facing,” she said. “Since it was

“We were also on the lookout for areas
that had problems when it was raining
and fortunately it was raining so we were
able to find places where students could
easily slip,” Milligan said. “But mostly
the lighting was definitely the big issue.”

According to SGA President Heath
Barton, a senior global business major
from Opp, SGA will be making an electronic spreadsheet list of all the problem
areas that members have found. He said
SGA will “be giving it to the university
officials as well as Chief (of police John)
McCall, Dean (Herbert) Reeves and
Derrick Brewster for them to be able to
look at and handle the issues.”

“SGA will of course help with the
issues we can help them out with,”
Hannah Crews photo Barton said.
SGA senators at Tuesday night’s SGA meeting.
SGA’s publicity committee also
announced
at its weekly meeting that it
a rainy night, we were able to say, ‘Oh,
According to Wilkins, they also looked
will
be
setting
up the SGA concerns table
this area is a little too slippery. I don’t at possible spots for putting up new
at the Trojan Center on Nov. 3.
know if I would go down here; the water parking lots.
is running, and it’s flooding the area.’
“TC Tuesday Table” was started
“We just really want to make sure our
to
address the concerns of students
“We also took a good focus at looking campus stays beautiful, but in doing so
about
issues that they think need to be
at the Shack Quad, because we’ve had a we want to find adequate parking, espeaddressed.
lot of issues there earlier this year.”
cially if we’re planning on taking on new
The table is set every first Tuesday of
“Also at the track, there are some students,” she said.
openings in the fences that need to really
According to Milligan, the roads on the month. SGA had its first table set up
be fixed,” she said.
campus, which are made slippery due to on Oct. 6.

Miss Troy U

continued from page 1
“You have to really be disciplined when you eat, and work
out, and actually make the
effort,” she said.
“But for me personally it (the
most challenging aspect) was
the talent. I chose a song this
year that was very difficult for
me, and I just went for it; and
after lots of practice, it really
paid off. I got to be where I want
to be today.”
Livingston sang a rendition
of the hymn “How Great Thou
Art.”
Livingston’s platform for the
pageant was Girls Inc., an afterschool care program for girls
from kindergarten to eighth
grade. Volunteers help the participants with their schoolwork
and encourage them “to be
strong, smart and bold.”
Livingston said that the girls
are engaged in activities like

Pink Week

continued
page 1

from

Colleges
Against
Cancer is a nationwide
collaboration of college
students, faculty and
staff dedicated to saving
lives from cancer by initiating and supporting
programs of the American
Cancer Society in college
communities.
Troy

University’s
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From left to right: Caylee Sanders, Lacey Marcus, Leah Livingston, Carlie Spencer and
Angelene Kendall

cooking lessons or dance lessons
with the aim of providing a
home away from home.

“I actually have been hosting
an event here at Troy University for the past three years, and

chapter of CAC is in its
first formal year, and they
are currently planning
upcoming events.
“We are working on
having monthly events
centered
on
cancer
education, fundraising,
and just integrating Relay
for Life year-round,”
said Avalon Dudinsky,
CAC
President
and
junior global business
major from Panama City,
Florida.
On Thursday, Oct. 29,

it has to do with the teen girls
promoting self-worth, self-value, confidence and purity,” she
said. “I realized I had a heart for
girls, and I really just wanted
to carry it out on a broader, na-

CAC will host Bar Night
at the Front Porch. Cover
is $7 in advance and $10
at the door.
On the last day of Pink
Week, Friday, Oct. 30,
CAC will host a scary
movie night in Room
101 of Patterson, and
donations are encouraged.

All proceeds from Pink
Week events will go to
the American Cancer
Society’s Relay for Life
event at Troy University.
Holly Ammons
photo

From left to
right: Amanda
Burgess, a senior
interpreter training major from
Panama City,
Florida; Avalon
Dudinsky, a
junior global
business major
from Panama
City, Florida;
and Sharrnique
McEachern, a
junior broadcast
journalism major
from Queens,
New York.

SC fundraiser
continued from page 2

Omega Psi Phi, challenges students to
always be grateful and to keep the needs
of others in mind.
“I think it is important to give back
to the community because we often
complain about things we don’t have
when there are people who have it worse
than us,” McBride said.

“When I was growing up, my school
didn’t even have textbooks that we could
take outside of the classroom to study
from, so it’s important to remember that
other people have it worse than us.”

The brothers of Omega Psi Phi will be
collecting cases of bottled water at the
Trojan Center every day until Nov. 17.

Any questions or concerns may be
directed to Calhoun at zcalhoun101693@
troy.edu.

tionwide experience. And from
little that I do here in Troy just
to be able to branch out and do
it in Dothan, Birmingham or
all across the country would be
amazing.”

Second runner-up Spencer
said that she enjoyed the process
of working together with the
other contestants.
“The girls are great,” Spencer
said. “It’s nice to hang out with
everybody and try to see what
can they fix about you, and what
can you fix about them — you
know, little tweaking things
— so it’s really fun to work
together.”
This was Spencer’s third time
competing in the Miss Troy
University pageant.
“I’ll compete until I win or till
I graduate,” she said. “So one of
the two is gonna happen eventually, and so I will be in it (the
pageant) again next year. “
Livingston will be competing
in the Miss Alabama pageant
in June. The winner of Miss
Alabama will get to compete in
the 2017 Miss America pageant.
Miss America is also sponsoring the one-year full-tuition
scholarship that Livingston will
receive as the winner this year.
Chloe Lyle
photo

Charlie
Craig, a
junior English
major from
Andalusia,
won a 13inch Apple
MacBook Pro,
after entering
a “Bobbing
for Apples”
sweepstakes
organized by
Sodexo. She
was awarded
the laptop on
Tuesday, Oct.
25.
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Ma-Chis hold Troy powwow
Sable Riley
Staff Writer

The Troy Arts Council brought a powwow to Troy
University last weekend, where Martha Redbone, one
of the top Native American musical artists in the world,
performed traditional tribal music.
The Ma-Chis, the Lower Creek Indian Tribe of
Alabama, held the powwow at the intramural fields next
to the Trojan Arena.
The event was held Friday, Oct. 23, through Saturday,
Oct. 24, beginning at 9 both mornings and ending at 8
each night.
The event primarily featured dance performances by
skilled artists and demonstrators dressed in elaborate
Native American attire. It also featured tents where
there were different activities such as face painting.
Attendees could purchase authentic Native American
souvenirs such as dream catchers, arrowheads, traditional beadwork, jewelry and rabbit tails.
Vendors also sold Native American foods like Rez
juice, Indian fried bread and Indian tacos.
John Jinright, Troy University associate professor
and member of the Troy Arts Council, attended the
powwow last year.
“It seemed like a great opportunity for Troy Arts
Council to partner with Troy University and the
Ma-Chis community and help grow this annual event
into a major festival that had significant educational and
economic benefits for our area,” Jinright said.

The first day of the event, students from different
schools in the area attended the powwow and were able
to learn about Native American culture. They were led
around by people working the event, all dressed in traditional Native American attire.
Matt Taylor, a member of the Echota Cherokee Tribe
of Alabama and vendor at the event, said that while one
tribe usually is host for the powwow, Indian tribes from
all over unite for the event.
He said that vendors typically travel together, and
performers from all over come to compete at the event.
The Martha Redbone Trio concert was held at 8 on
Friday night, where she sang songs from her album
“Garden of Love.” The album is based on poetry by
William Blake.
Martha Redbone is an Independent Music Awardwinning musician of Cherokee, Choctaw, Shawnee and
African-American descent.
In her concerts, she explores traditional and modern
variations of folk, roots, blues, tribal and soul music.
“We saw Martha Redbone in a performing arts
showcase in Atlanta in 2014 and knew she would be an
amazing choice for the festival,” Jinright said. “She is
an incredible talent and a very gifted educator.”
“We’re so proud to be a part of the joint effort to bring
her here and help grow this important festival for Troy
and Pike County,” Jinright said, on behalf of the Troy
Arts Council.
The second day of the event included many of the
same kinds of activities and the Grand Entry event that
featured more dance competitions.
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Martha Redbone performs her award-winning
music at Troy University on Friday, Oct. 23.

“We went and watched their competition show,” said
Matt Fulton, a sophomore music industry major from
Tampa, Florida. “The little kids were getting into it, and
it seemed special to the people that were involved in it.
“I was kind of hesitant to go, but it was definitely
worth my time. It’s nice to get some culture in Troy,
other than college football and beer.”

New Ubisoft title brings great game
Kianna Collins
Arts & Entertainment Editor

Ubisoft set the bar low with the release
of the broken “Assassin’s Creed: Unity,”
but the company managed to recover and
soar over expectations when “Assassin’s
Creed: Syndicate” dropped on Oct. 23.
“Assassin’s Creed: Syndicate” features
the Frye twins, assassins Jacob and
Evie, as they try to retake London from
the Templar main antagonist Starrick
Crawford.
The fight between the Assassins and
the Templars is a staple among all Assassin’s Creed games, and this game is no
exception. One difference is the option
to play as the stealthy female character,
Evie Frye.
Ubisoft claimed in the past that women
were too hard to animate, but received
serious backlash for this comment. To
see Evie Frye in this game does prove
that the company listens to its fans, and it
delivered a solid female character.
It also helps that players can switch
between both characters at will, except
for certain story missions.
Jacob and Evie Frye serve as opposites
of each other. Jacob is brash, bold and
more forward with his tactics, and Evie
is logical, methodical and subtle in her
approaches.
These characterizations seem cliché,
but the writers at Ubisoft made this
work. Jacob and Evie are both realistic
and well-written.
The map of the game is pretty big,
too. It spans areas from Lambeth to the
Thames in London.
The most noticeable aspect of
“Syndicate” was the upgraded combat
system. The fluidity of combat is heavily
improved from previous installments,
where fighting was too easy or too
difficult.
The game hits a sweet spot of difficulty, and with the level system, it stays

Ubisoft photo

“Assassin’s Creed: Syndicate” soars over expectations on its release,
boasting great graphics and storytelling.

balanced the entire time. The leveling
system is also a new feature that rehashes
what Ubisoft tried to do in “Unity.”
In “Unity,” you had to acquire a certain
number of Assassin points to level up, but
in “Syndicate,” players earn experience,
and every 1,000 experience points, they
get a skill point to put towards skills.
Skills players can acquire are “double
assassinations” and improved stealth.
The double assassination has been the
crux of performing kills in games since
“Assassin’s Creed II,” and it’s good to
see Ubisoft has held onto it, even if just
for nostalgia’s sake.
The game also gives players freedom

in how they play. Story missions are
highlighted on the map, but players
can level up and take advantage of the
“Conquer London” feature of the game.
This feature comes when Jacob Frye
has decided to start a gang to oppose the
existing gang in London, which is controlled by the Templars. He calls them
the “Rooks” and the opposing gang is
called the “Blighters.”
Players can do missions to lessen the
Blighters’ influence in London, and
after players complete enough of those
missions in a certain area, the game will
initiate a gang war, where players must
defeat the leader of the gang in that area.

After victory is attained, players
have conquered that area, known as
a “borough” in-game. This part can
be really immersive, and it can make
players feel as if they’re the leader of an
underground gang operation.
The story missions are divided between
the twins. While the game mainly focuses
on Jacob, since he is doing more assassinating than Evie, it would’ve been nice
to see that evened out.
Jacob’s missions normally center
around tracking people of influence
down, and Evie seeks out an ancient
artifact that could turn the tide in the war
against the Templars.
The story itself is intriguing, and seeks
to immerse players into the series. The
entire game takes place as the player
character plays through the memories of
Jacob and Evie Frye.
The memories are simulations created
through DNA codes, and placed into
what the game calls an “Animus.” The
“Animus” simply projects the memories
and allows the player character to
navigate through them.
Without divulging too much, the game
follows two stories, one that is inside the
“Animus” and one that follows modernday events. Both stories can suck players
in, and although the story outside of the
“Animus” had been unrelated in previous
installments of the game, “Assassin’s
Creed: Syndicate” reels players back in.
One more thing to note about the
game is that the soundtrack is produced
by Grammy-nominated Austin Wintory,
who also composed the soundtrack for
“Journey,” a game that follows the pilgrimage of a wanderer. “Assassin’s
Creed: Syndicate” has one of the most
amazing soundtracks in the series, and it
also calls back to “Assassin’s Creed II’s”
main theme, “Ezio’s Family.”
One of the game’s coolest features is
the moving train base. And who doesn’t
like trains?
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‘Acting as an agent of change’

Kimbrlei McCain wants to help sexual assault and domestic abuse victims
undergraduate at Troy, and she’ll
be leaving having left a mark on
the campus before graduating in
With a future career planned December.
The only intern currently at
in victim advocacy, Kimbrlei
McCain has a dream to open an the Student Counseling Center,
all-encompassing organization McCain counsels students and
for those whose voices are too also runs the Trojan Outreach
program.
often not heard.
“I meet with clients and help
“What I’m really interested
with
any of the outreach events
in is creating a one-stop nonprofit for victims — legal they might have,” she said.
She has been working there
counsel, counseling, housing,”
said McCain, a graduate student since she was an undergraduate
studying clinical mental health and was also a peer educator
during that time. As a graduate
from Wilsonville.
This would help sexual assault student pursuing her license,
and domestic abuse victims, she is able to actually counsel
who McCain said are mostly students now.
McCain created the program
women. They can go to trial
against their assailant if they Trojan Outreach on campus.
“It’s my baby. I built it from
wish, receive counseling for this
trauma and even provide things the ground up,” she said.
such as housing, as victims are
“Trojan Outreach is a peer
sometimes left homeless after education program that provides
confronting
presentations,
their abusers.
workshops,
o u t r e a c h
“Really,
campaigns
acting as an
and
peer
agent of change
intervention for
in as many ways
Troy University
as
possible,”
students,”
she said of her
according
to
goal. “As a
the
group’s
counselor, we
Facebook page.
have to act in a
lot of different
“We
train
roles.”
undergrad
students
to
Though this
present
on
dream
may
mental health,”
be a while in
the
making, —Kimbrlei McCain she said of the
running of the
McCain
has
program.
come a long way.
“I’ve really always just liked
Almost seven years have
passed since she began as an to be a voice for people who get
Alyse Nelson
Features Editor

“I’ve really
always just
liked to be
a voice for
people who get
shut down a
lot.”
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Kimbrlei McCain, a graduate student studying clinical mental health, wants to make a
change by counseling victims of sexual assault and domestic violence.

shut down a lot of the time,” she
said of the work she has been
putting into her education.
Her desire is to empower
people through their traumas, but
not necessarily to receive praise
for it.
“As a counselor, we don’t
really look for that validation,”
she said. “When (clients) are
better and happy, they go out
into the world and do their own
thing.”

Editor’s note: If any student has
questions he or she would like for
our staff to tackle, feel free to email
features@tropnews.com with “Dear
Trop” in the subject line. All students
who send in questions will remain
anonymous.

Dear Trop,
I set up all my classes
back to back Tuesdays
and Thursdays this
semester to allow for
maximum
napping
during my incredible
four-day weekend.
I have run into one
unexpected
problem
though:
my
phone
always dies in the early
afternoon when I still
have several more hours
to go before I get home.
I never thought I’d
have to choose between
my need for weekends
twice as long as normal

ones and my need for
constant
connectivity,
but I think I just might
have to in planning next
semester’s schedule.
—Dead as my battery
Dear Dead,
No need to choose.
Our campus is now
home to several charging
stations in both the library
and the Trojan Center.
There
are
other
solutions, as well.
Next semester, think
ahead and snag a seat next
to an outlet.
Or — even better — just

pay a little more attention
to class, and a little less to
your phone.
Trust me, it’s not subtle
when you’re zoned out
scrolling through class,
and you’re missing a lot of
glares from the professor
while you have your head
down.
Cheers, Trop
Dear Trop,
I was so excited for a
new class being offered
next semester. It sounded
like it fit me perfectly,
my favorite professor
is teaching it, and it fit

McCain said that what she has
learned through counseling has
helped her to grow as well.
“I think that it’s really
influenced me to recognize
the inequalities and how many
people there are that are living
with mental illness,” she said of
her experience.
She said that one of the reasons
why the general population
may not be aware enough of
the prevalence of mental health

perfectly in my schedule.
But when I went to
register online I had a
block on my account,
and by the time I got
that taken care of, the
class was full.
I’m heartbroken. How
do I move on?
—Class-blocked
Dear Blocked,
We all know the rarity
of arranging a perfect
semester,
and
some
students never get to experience that glory.
But it doesn’t have to be
over that easily.
Register for something
else to fill that hole in your
credit hours, but watch out
as next semester begins.
Most classes experience
at least one or two drops.
If everyone thinks the
class is as great as you
imagined and it remains
full, consider speaking to
this professor.
If you are truly that interested in the material
academically, most professors love to reward

issues is the taboo placed upon it
in society, noting that “it’s very
stigmatizing” for the victims.
This could explain the further
abuses that McCain said they
often suffer moving forward.
“Just see how women are
re-victimized by the criminal
justice system by those that
would support them in any other
situation,” she said. “That’s what
society is telling us to do.”

enthusiasm. It might be
possible for you to sit in
and observe the class.
You won’t get credit for
the class, but at least you’ll
still get the material. And
no tests!
Cheers, Trop

someone whose death
hasn’t been reported yet.

Dear Trop,
I’m already feeling
how broke I’m going to
be next semester.
I need either advice on
how to go to school for
cheap or an outlet for a
bulk supply of ramen.
—Cliche
Broke
College Student

Upon graduation, use
the excess of this money
to create a new identity
— your twin that you will
now live as for the rest of
your long and successful
life.

Dear Cliche,
There are several ways
to cut your costs.
Just in time for
Halloween,
here’s
a
spooky way to go through
school for free.
First, find a dead person.
The more believable that
his name could be yours
and the more recent, the
better.
Actually, for this to
work you need to find

Now, take all of his
personal identification and
forge your picture onto
any applicable documents.
Go thousands of dollars
into debt in his name.

There are
options, too.

less

fun

Digital versions of
textbooks tend to be much
cheaper than their print
counterparts.
Also, keep an eye out
for scholarship offers
online and within your
department.

The first method is by
far the most cost-effective, though we legally
can’t be held responsible
for anything.
Cheers, Trop
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Subpar
service on
campus?
Holly Ammons photo

Zephaniah Jones, a freshman music industry major from Phoenix, selects a dessert from the Basic Kneads station within the dining hall, which recently
went self-service for dinner time.

Students weigh in on both sides of the issue about dining at Troy
experience would go over a lot smoother if places like
Chick-fil-A were better prepared during crucial serving
hours.
“I think the attitude problem is more serious at
Students agree that eating on campus comes more as
Chick-fil-A, mainly because so many people choose to
a convenience than a nice dining experience.
Trojan dining — Moe’s and Boars Head, among eat there,” McBride said. “They never have food ready
the other restaurants in the food court of the Trojan during lunchtime or when students are coming between
Center — isn’t impressing students with the quality of classes, but they have an attitude when students
ask for waffle
customer service.
fries or chicken
While
waiting
sandwiches.”
in line at ChickRobert
Gause,
fil-A
Express,
a senior nursing
Olivia Parton said
major
from
she waits in line
Marianna, Florida,
because it’s more
said his dining
convenient
to
criticisms
stem
wait than to leave
from the lack of
campus for food,
motivation
for
but the service is
change among the
not up to par.
restaurants.
“Pretty much the
“My
overall
only reason why
concern
would
I eat in the Trojan
be the lack of
Center is because
competition
it is convenient,”
between
the
Parton
said.
restaurants,”
he
“Sometimes
it’s
said. “There is no
hard to get service.
Holly Ammons photo reason for prices
If you ask for
Alanna
Cook,
a
senior
psychology
and
criminal
justice
to drop lower than
something,
the
double
major
from
Panama
City,
Florida,
selects
food in the what they are,
workers just stare
dining hall.
and ultimately it
at you.”
“A lot of students were extremely impatient when it costs us students far more for the product than in the
came to how long it took to get their orders out,” said restaurant itself.”
Students wonder why there is a disconnect between
Abby Burch, a senior social science education major
from Tallassee and a previous employee of Boars employees and students.
“I don’t understand why the employees have attitudes
Head. “All of our sandwiches are made to order and if
their are multiple tickets on the line, it takes a while to with us,” said Taylor Yates, a senior psychology major
get them out.”
from Hoover. “Most of the student employees take
“Customers also liked to group all employees pride in their jobs, but the nonstudent employees are
together as one even though we all gave extremely rude. There are plenty of students who need jobs, so
different levels of service,” Burch said. “Boars Head if you don’t want to work, there are other people who
has had some great employees who work very hard will fill the job.”
to ensure customer satisfaction, but then we did have
Peak dining hours and specialty days come under the
some employees who did not set the bar very high.”
most fire when it comes to food quality and customer
Andrexia McBride, a junior multimedia journalism service.
major from Elba, has witnessed negative attitudes from
Joey Carter, a Campus Outreach employee and recent
students and employees, but says she feels the dining graduate of Troy, said he has always had a satisfactory
Quinta Goines
Staff Writer

Sudoku

Directions: The objective is to enter a digit from one to nine in each
cell so that each row or column contains each digit exactly once and
each sub grid contains each digit exactly once. The solution to this
puzzle will be printed in next week’s paper.

Last week’s
solution:

dining experience in Trojan Dining and the food court.
“I think we are limited with our on-campus options,”
Carter said. “From my experience while I was a student
and even now, I eat on campus all the time. It just gets
really busy sometimes, and it’s easy to get agitated.
“When it’s times like fried chicken Wednesday in the
café and there’s a ton of people, it’s really hard to have
real quick and quality service. Overall, I’ve never had a
problem with the employees being rude.”
Troydining.com and Troy Dining social media handles
are powered by Sodexo, and they have opportunities for
students to provide feedback. The website has a survey
encouraging patrons to get involved and to contact a
manager.
“I am sure that I can speak for all of us who work with
Sodexo that a little more patience and manners would go
a long way,” Burch said. “I always tried to be extremely
helpful, calm, and respectful. My high expectations for
customers were shot down a lot during the time I worked
at Boars Head, but I enjoyed my time there none the less.”
Sodexo, which is over the Trojan Dining hall and the
restaurants within the Trojan Center, could not be reached
for comment.
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Graduating
with a degree,
not a regret
Jane Morrell
Opinion Editor

It is time for spring registration here at Troy University,
and for some, it will be a like a stroll through the park.
For few others, it will be like a bad acid trip.

As I got my last college schedule approved this past
Monday, I felt a wave of relief and triumph wash over
me, which may have caused a slight leakage from my
eyes. Who left these onions here?
Just one more semester, and that piece of paper, which
proclaims to society that I am an acceptable journalist, is
mine! After four or more grueling years, I am finally on
the professional job market!

I cannot wait until I walk off that stage with that degree
in my hands, but when I do, will I be taking with me some
regrets, too?
Registration reminds me of one of those Facebook
“Lookbacks,” or those Timehop posts. Every semester,
when I have finished setting up a schedule, I am reminded
of how far I have come and what all I have missed out on.

Oftentimes, I have asked myself if I’ve really “lived”
the college experience. Looking back on it now, I see
times when I wish I would have taken those classes that
seemed like a lot of fun, such as archery, or gone to those
Halloween parties dressed up in a crazy costume.

“There is nothing
worse than looking
back and wishing
for a do-over.”
— Jane Morrell
Then there are times that I have wished I could have
done some things differently, like instead of watching
Netflix, I could have studied more for a test. To an extreme
extent, sometimes I have wished that I had changed my
major.

As college students, we have to find the balance
between the things that are fun and exciting and the
extensive work and studying. I believe in being a hardworking and dutiful pupil, but if I had not set time aside
for going on what I call “small adventures,” I know I
wouldn’t be the person I am today.
If I had never snuck into a music class and pretended to
be a one of the students, I would have never made one of
the best friendships I have ever had. If I had never gone to
Camp Trop in 2012, I would never be the opinion editor
and learn what it was like to work for a paper.

I know this article sounds like a farewell column, but
it is not. It’s a warning: don’t miss out on the adventures
that college has to offer!

Seth Nicholson

Alabama DMV closings

‘It’s not just a civil rights violation’
Katie Miller
Staff Writer
Recently, Alabama legislature passed emergency
budget cuts that required the closings of five state
parks as well as 28 counties’ Department of Motor
Vehicle offices.
This poses a potential problem because, as of last
year, Alabama requires photo identification to vote.
According to al.com, around 250,000 registered
voters in Alabama do not have the correct type of
identification for the voting ballots.
Twenty-eight counties are left without the ability to
obtain a driver’s license, the most common form of
photo identification.
Of the 28 counties, half are in the “Black Belt”
of Alabama. Rachel Maddow, a television host and
political commentator for MSNBC, defines this as
“the area in which black people tend to outnumber
the white people.”
“In political terms, it ends up being where Democratic voters outnumber Republican voters,” Maddow
said.
Maddow said that President Barack Obama posted
his biggest wins in Alabama in 10 counties. Of those
10, eight counties have closed the doors to their
driver’s license offices.
Did the Alabama legislature intentionally make it
almost impossible for a wide majority of black voters
to vote in the upcoming election? Since Alabama is
typically a Republican state, it seems to be a direct
attack against the majority of Democratic voters
within the state.
“This has nothing to do with race,” Gov. Robert
Bentley said in response to the negative reaction.
“This has to do with the fact that the legislature failed
to do their job adequately and (to) fund the Alabama
Law Enforcement Agency.”
State officials also point out that the closings take
place in areas that are not as highly
populated as others.
Bentley is

among these officials who said it is “a rural issue.”
“It's not just a civil rights violation,” said John
Archibald, a columnist for AL.com. “It is not just a
public relations nightmare. It is not just an invitation
for worldwide scorn and an alarm bell to the Justice
Department.
“It is an affront to the very notion of justice in a
nation where one-man one-vote is as precious as
oxygen. It is a slap in the face to all who believe
the stuff we teach the kids about how all are created
equal.”
Sharrnique McEachern, a junior broadcast journalism major from Queens, New York, said she does not
believe Gov. Bentley’s reasoning for removing DMV
service.
“I don’t believe what Bentley said at all,”
McEachern said. “It’s not a coincidence at all that
it’s in the Black Belt. I don’t get why that’s targeted
specifically.”
“The DMV office is important because I don’t
have my license; I have a permit,” McEachern said,
relating to the counties’ current situation.
Not having her license means that McEachern does
not possess the most common form of identification
required to vote in Alabama. If she did not have a
license with her or another form of acceptable photo
identification, she could not vote.
“The legislature is taking away their right to vote,
and that’s wrong — very wrong,” she said.
I really wish I could believe that the Alabama legislature was solely doing its job and that there was
no other option for making budget cuts, but having
faith in the men and women who run this state is a tall
order for me.
No matter the reason for the closings, Alabama
opposed progress in an enormous way and denied
the right of every citizen to vote. Even if the primary
reason for the closing of DMV offices was due to
rural influence, I believe race and political views
were a factor in our state government’s decision.

I know that Halloween is coming up. Get your
homework out of the way, and then go find a party and
have fun!

Is the party scene not for you? That’s OK! There
happen to be a lot of haunted houses and hayrides, but
even outside of the holidays, there are plenty of fun
places in and around Troy.

If you have ever seen “Yes Man,” starring Jim Carrey,
remember that sometimes jumping out of your comfort
zone leads you to discover a whole new aspect of yourself.
If you haven’t seen that movie, go watch it!
Don’t leave college with regrets. Take that camping
class, spoil yourself with some Dolce pastries, study your
socks off and dance the night away!

There is nothing worse than looking back and wishing
for a do-over.
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As Troy University’s official student newspaper, the
Tropolitan strives to serve student interests. The Opinion
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Troy falls, drops to 7th in Sun Belt
Sinclair Portis
Staff Writer
The Troy volleyball team fell to its
archrival South Alabama, three sets to
one, on Tuesday, Oct. 27, in Mobile.
The Trojans (13-13, 6-6) looked to
take a series sweep this season against
the Jaguars (13-9, 7-4), but they were
unable to keep up with their conference
foe in the final three sets.
Troy’s 3-1 loss was its second straight
loss. It fell 3-1 at home to Texas State on
Thursday, Oct. 22.
The away team started the game with
its typical high level of energy, winning
the first match and holding South
Alabama to a .083 percentage in the first
set. South was quick to bounce back,
however, gaining momentum to come
away with the victory.
Senior outside hitter Blaire Winston
recorded a team high of 17 kills. Junior
middle hitter and right side Sara Landis
followed Winston with eight kills.
Senior middle hitter Darby Griff and
junior outside hitter Symone Shaw
matched with seven kills each.
Defensively, senior defensive specialist Ali Dowdall helped Troy with 21

Abbie Pickett photo

Freshman defensive specialist Alisha Hinrichs (foreground) recorded 11
digs in the Trojans’ loss 1-3 to South Alabama at Jag Gym.

digs. Sophomore setter Reina Terry and
freshman setter and defensive specialist
Alisha Hinrichs matched with 11 digs

each, followed by freshman defensive
specialist Karissa Carney with 10. Terry
posted another double-double in the

Men’s golf wraps up fall play
Michael Shipma
Sports Editor

The Troy men’s golf team
finished sixth out of 12 teams at
The Intercollegiate at the Grove
tournament in College Grove,
Tennessee, which was cut short
due to rain on Tuesday, Oct. 27.
Troy got off to a fast start in
the opening round, tallying up a
tournament high on its way to
a 3-over-291 performance. All
six Trojans who performed in
the tournament finished the day
in the top 25 in the individual
rankings.
Juniors Clayton Vannoy,
Luke Moser and Jared Bettcher
all recorded four birdies in the
first round, on their way to
leading the team to a secondplace finish, just two shots
behind first-place Lipscomb.
In the second and last round of
play, the Trojans fell behind,
finishing with a 21-over-306,
led by Bettcher and freshman
Calum Masters, who both
finished the second round with
a 3-over-75.
Bettcher led his team with
four birdies, followed closely
by three birdies from Masters.

match, adding 36 assists and 11 digs.
The second set was intense, as Troy
fought to keep its spot in the lead.
Troy tied things up at 21 each, but
South Alabama responded with four
straight points to claim the set 25-21.
In the third set, the Jaguars kept up
their momentum. They broke through
Troy's lead at 14-13 and never looked
back, putting the Trojans up against the
wall, two sets to one, following a 25-19
victory.
The final set in the fourth resulted
in South’s victory. Even though Troy
fought hard to bring the match back
to their side, the Jags held the lead the
entire set to secure the match victory.
South Alabama’s 17 blocks left the
Trojans with a .083 hitting percentage for
the entire game. Offensively, South was
led by Mechelle Daniel with 12 kills, and
defensively by Nikki Gittens, who tallied
10 blocks. After beating UALR and
Texas State, South Alabama’s victory
over Troy was its third straight win.
Troy goes on the road this weekend to
compete against UT-Arlington on Friday,
Oct. 30, and Texas State on Saturday,
Oct. 31. Both games are scheduled to
start at 6:30 p.m.
lost her quarterfinal match.

Tennis
continued from page 8

the quarterfinals.
Racine, Baldo and freshman
Marcel Du Sart lost their
semifinal matches.
Bustamante, Bird, McKinlay
and Fernandez all made it to
the finals, where McKinlay beat
Bird. The other two lost as well.
Even though the matches were
close, only one out of the five
doubles teams won in the first
round.

Freshmen duo Slezak and
Fernandez won their match
against freshmen Oleksander
Podgursky/Oscar Reeve from
Nicholls State University 6-3.
Troy University Athletics photo But they lost the next match 4-6
at the hands of ULL sophomores
Junior Luke Moser finished 26th individually at The
Intercollegiate at the Grove in College Grove, Tennessee. Vlad Kramarov and Will Huyton.
That same weekend, the Trojan
In a crucial second round for the plans, as rainfall forced the
Trojans, they were just seven tournament to be cut a round women had as much success as
the men did in their play.
shots shy of stealing second short.
place from Lipscomb.
Freshman Luisa Ferrauti,
The men’s golf team will
Middle Tennessee, College look to improve over its winter sophomores Nancy Karaky and
of Charleston, and Cincinatti break, as does not return to Sanae Ohta all won their quarterall barely edged out Troy in action until Friday, Feb. 19, final matches in singles.
the second round by four shots when it travels to Houston to
However, all three would
or fewer. The Trojans hoped to participate in the All-American
lose their semifinal matches.
bounce back in the final round, Intercollegiate hosted by the
Freshman Tereza Melicharkova
but Mother Nature had other University of Houston.

Ohta/Karaky
won
their
first-round doubles match 6-0
against junior Adraina Garrett/
sophomore JayJay Lubin from
Barry University.
Melicharkova/Ferrauti
won
their first doubles match 6-1
against sophomore Elizabeth
Clayton/junior Alexis Dean from
Florida A&M.
Ohta/Karaky went on to win
their quarterfinal doubles match,
while
Melicharkova/Ferrauti
lost their quarterfinal 2-6. Ohta/
Karaky went on to the semifinals
and lost with no contest.
The next challenge for
the Trojan men is still to be
determined.
On Thursday, Nov. 5, or Friday
Nov. 6, the men will attend one
of three tournaments: the USTA/
ITA National Indoor Intercollegiate Championships in Flushing
Meadows, New York; the USTA
Collegiate Clay Court Invitational in Orlando, Florida; or the
Wake Forest Fall Invitational in
Winston-Salem, North Carolina.
The women will attend the
USTA Collegiate Clay Court Invitational in Orlando, Florida, on
Thursday, Nov. 5.

Pigskin Picks

Week 9
Current
Leader:

T. Gleaton

Ngoc
Vo

Sinclair
Portis

Michael
Shipma

Taylor
Boydstun
(51-29)

April
Irvin

(50-30)

Thomas
Gleaton

Chase
Robinson
(48-32)

Joshua
Thurston
(47-33)

Troy

Troy

Appalachian St.

Appalachian St.

Troy

Appalachian St.

Troy

Troy

#3 Clemson @ NC State

Clemson

Clemson

Clemson

Clemson

Clemson

Clemson

Clemson

Clemson

Georgia @ #11 Florida

Georgia

Florida

Florida

Georgia

Florida

Georgia

Florida

Florida

North Carolina @ #23 Pitt

Pittsburgh

Pittsburgh

North Carolina

Pittsburgh

Pittsburgh

Pittsburgh

Pittsburgh

Pittsburgh

#15 Michigan @ Minnesota

Michigan

Michigan

Michigan

Michigan

Michigan

Michigan

Michigan

Michigan

#8 Stanford @ Washingoton St.

Stanford

Stanford

Stanford

Stanford

Stanford

Stanford

Stanford

Stanford

#9 Notre Dame @ #21 Temple

Temple

Notre Dame

Temple

Notre Dame

Notre Dame

Temple

Notre Dame

Notre Dame

Duke

Miami

Duke

Duke

Duke

Duke

Duke

Duke

Oklahoma St.

Oklahoma St.

Oklahoma St.

Oklahoma St.

Oklahoma St.

Oklahoma St.

Oklahoma St.

Oklahoma St.

Auburn

Ole Miss

Ole Miss

Ole Miss

Ole Miss

Ole Miss

Auburn

Auburn

The Lineup
Troy @ Appalachian State

Miami @ #22 Duke
#12 Ok. State @ Texas Tech
#19 Ole Miss @ Auburn

(46-34)

(45-35)

(50-30)

(53-27)
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Silvers leads Troy to victory
Taylor Boydstun
Staff Writer

The Troy University football team
picked up its first conference win on
Saturday, Oct. 24, defeating New Mexico
State 52-7 in Aggie Memorial Stadium.
The Trojans (2-5, 1-2 Sun Belt)
dominated the game from start to finish,
led by sophomore quarterback Brandon
Silvers, who completed 23 of 37 passes
for 288 yards. Silvers found four different
receivers for his five touchdown throws.
Silvers, returning from a leg injury
that kept him on the sidelines of Troy’s
homecoming game last week, put his
team on the board at the 11:27 mark in
the first quarter when he found senior
wide receiver K.D. Edenfield for a score.
The air-raid offensive attack from the
Trojans continued, with Silvers finding
senior receivers Jarvis Bentley, Brian
Holmes and Teddy Ruben for touchdowns over the course of the game.
Ruben caught two touchdown passes in
the game, with three passes total and 109
yards receiving, bringing his season total
of TD catches to five.
The Aggies were down 35-0 before
they got on the board for the only time,
scoring on a touchdown reception from
sophomore wide receiver Andrew Allen.
Following Allen’s touchdown, Troy retaliated with 10 more points, ending the
first half with a score of 45-7.
In the third quarter, it appeared as
though the Trojans would go without

Joey Meredith photo

After returning from an injury that sidelined him against Idaho, sophomore quarterback Brandon Silvers came back to tally 301 total yards of
offense to go with five touchdown passes against New Mexico State.

scoring, but Allen was stripped of the
football on a run by Troy sophomore
linebacker Terris Lewis. The ball was
recovered by junior defensive lineman
Rashad Dillard, who returned the ball
33 yards for another Troy touchdown,
making the score 52-7.
New Mexico’s first drive in the final
quarter began with the ball on the Aggies’
20-yard line. Allen led the Aggies down
to the 35-yard line but was stopped by
the Trojans’ defense. The Aggies had no
choice but to try for three points, but they
were let down as freshman kicker Parker
Davidson’s attempt went wide left.
Despite scoring just seven points,
the Aggies racked up 231 yards on the
ground against Troy’s normally stalwart
defensive front.
In addition to the success in the passing
game, the Trojans were also productive on the ground. Senior running back
Brandon Burks had another solid game,
tallying 133 yards on the ground on 10
carries.
“We have been close in a couple
of conference games and didn't get it
done,” head coach Neal Brown said. “So
to get off to the type of start we had on
Saturday night was definitely a positive
and something we look forward to
doing.”
The Trojans travel to Boone, North
Carolina, next Saturday, Oct. 31, for
a game against the Appalachian State
Mountaineers at 2:30 p.m. in Kidd
Brewer Stadium.

Men’s and women’s
teams shine in Nola
Ty Ammons
Staff Writer

April Irvin photo

Senior forward Chelsey Williams was one of five senior to play their last
game at the Troy Soccer Complex, and also a part of Troy’s winningest
senior class.

Troy soccer honors its
seniors, finishes regular
season play at home
Scott McLendon
Staff Writer

The Trojan soccer team clinched
second place in the Sun Belt and
concluded regular season play following
a 2-1 victory over Arkansas State on
Friday, Oct. 23, and a 0-0 tie against
Little Rock on Sunday, Oct. 25.
In its first match, Troy (13-4-1, 6-2-1
Sun Belt) dominated possession and
was able to create more chances than
the visiting Red Wolves (3-13-1, 6-2
Sun Belt). Sophomore defender Haley
Roberson showed her offensive productivity repeatedly in the match, delivering
cross after cross. Junior forward Abby
Reynolds scored on a Robertson cross
in the 36th minute to seemingly put the
game away for the hosts.
The Trojans were unlucky not to have
left Friday night’s encounter with a more
lopsided score. Arkansas State registered
seven shots, but the Trojans fired three
times as many.
“We maintained possession well,”
head coach Jason Hamilton said. “We
switched the point of attack well, too. I
think we could have been a little better
in the final third.
“We took some shots we probably
shouldn’t have and maybe took a touch
too many. We came out better in the
second half, but we’re disappointed with
only scoring two goals.”
Arkansas State came into the game
looking to sustain ball pressure, but it
troubled the Trojan defense very little.
The lone goal scored by the Red Wolves
came after a scramble in the box in the
63rd minute, which tied the game at 1-1

in the second half.
Troy reclaimed the lead shortly after in
the 67th minute, thanks to Reynolds.
Sunday’s match against the University
of Arkansas at Little Rock was a celebration for the Trojans’ winningest group of
seniors in school history.
Little Rock (8-6-5, 3-2-4 Sun Belt)
proved stiffer competition for the
Trojans than its in-state neighbors. Troy
once again claimed the vast majority of
possession, getting off 19 shots against
the visiting team.
Sophomore goalkeeper Mikki Lewis
was called upon four times, denying the
visiting score at each turn. Only one of
Little Rock’s five shots was off-target.
The solid defensive display helped Lewis
to her eighth shutout of the season.
“The older girls all season have really
taken the younger ones under their
wings,” said senior midfielder Alissa
Jones. “We’ve helped them to adjust to
the college game.
“A tie is disappointing, but getting
them and ourselves recomposed for the
playoffs is important. We have 10 days
off to improve even more than we did
during the season.”
The Trojans will enter the Sun Belt
postseason tournament in the second
seed, matching Jason Hamilton’s
preseason prediction.
“Jason, as a coach, was the best thing
to ever happen to Troy,” Jones said. “He
demands perfection, and Troy is benefitting from it. We’re all a family here, and
that’s because of Jason.”
The Trojans will face the seventhseeded Sun Belt team in Atlanta on
Wednesday, Nov. 4.

Troy University’s men’s
and women’s tennis teams
traveled to participate
in the Big Easy Tennis
Classic on Friday, October
23.
The Troy men’s team
sent 11 players, with nine
of them making it past
their first match at the
tournament. Sophomore
Andy Lau did not have
a match in singles flight
four until the semifinals,
and won in a walkover.
Senior Daniel Bustamante’s first match was in
the quarterfinals, and he
won against senior Evan
Karatzas from Nicholls
State University 6-3, 6-2.
He also won his semifinals match 6-7, 6-2, 1-0
over senior Pedro Wagner
from Jacksonville State
University.
In the quarterfinals
of singles, six Trojans
matched up against each
other.
Sophomore
Andre
Baldo was set to play
freshman
Tomas
Fernandez, but won in
a walkover. Sophomore
Calum McKinlay faced

April Irvin photo

Junior Pablo Moreno and the Trojans cruised
to both individual and doubles success in New
Orleans this past weekend.

off against freshman
Jeremy Braud, winning
3-6, 7-6, 1-0.

Sophomore
Austin
Racine and freshman Sam
Bird also won their quarterfinal matches in singles

flight 6.
Freshman Vaclav Slezak
won both his matches
in singles flight three in
both the first round and
see Tennis, page 7

