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‘Like’
Watch where you chalk
and free
speech?
Lilly Casolaro
Staff Writer
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Sophia Lyons, a sophomore psychology major from Dothan, chalks the sidewalk to advertise a club meeting.

Handwriting on wall,
building to be fined
Destiny Hosmer
Staff Writer
To avoid a fine, you might want
to put the chalk to the sidewalk
instead of the wall.
Troy University’s student organizations have been warned
that fines will be administered if
they deface university property.
Sadaris Williams, assistant coordinator of student involvement
and leadership, sent an email to
all student organization presidents informing them that using
chalk to advertise on walls and
buildings, especially the brick
wall located near Barnes &
Noble, is not approved.
According to the email, any
chalking of walls and buildings
will result in a $50 fine against
the organization responsible,
beginning on Feb. 16, and the
group will be expected to clean
the wall within 24 hours of being
notified.
“The issue of the walls is
merely cosmetic, and it is not
appropriate,” Williams said.
“When individuals use sidewalk
chalk on the buildings, it does not
come off easily or wash off by
the rain. It requires an individual
to pressure-wash the chalk off of
the brick walls. Our office has
spent hours in the past to clean
these walls. Using sidewalk
chalk has never been a problem

when it is used correctly.”
What will happen if groups
other than student organizations
chalk walls and buildings?
“We will handle those situations cases by case,” Williams
said. “Commercial organizations
usually seek permission to put
up advertisements about events
on campus.
“The email to the student organization presidents was sent to
merely educate our student body
on the proper way to advertise
their events on campus without
defacing university property. We
are not looking to punish any organization or anyone.”
The Oracle student handbook
states, “Posters, signs, notices,
banners, placards, or other forms
of advertising are not permitted
on trees, utility poles, sidewalks,
building exteriors, windows, or
put up in any place in a manner
that defaces the surface used
or makes the removal of the
material difficult.”
In his email, however,
Williams said that chalk used
on sidewalks, hanging posters
on bulletin boards and hanging
banners on the baseball fence or
the wall near Barnes & Noble are
all approved ways of advertising
events on campus.
Williams
said
that
See Chalk, page 2

According to a 440-participant study
conducted by Susan Sarapin, assistant
professor of journalism and communication, “81.6 percent of respondents
believed that ‘Liking’ something is communicating a message.” Pamela Morris,
an assistant professor at the University of
Wisconsin-La Crosse, also led the study.
“When ‘Like’-Minded People Click:
Facebook Interaction Conventions, the
Meaning of ‘Speech’ Online, and Bland
v. Roberts,” was published in 2014 in
Taylor and Francis’ “First Amendment
Studies,” and focuses on the ruling of
Bland v. Roberts (2013) and freedom of
speech regarding social media.
The case involves Daniel Carter, a
deputy in a Virginia sheriff’s office,
and his supervisor, Sheriff B.J. Roberts,
who was running for re-election. Carter
“liked” the Facebook campaign of Jim
Adams, the opponent of Roberts. Carter,
along with five other plaintiffs, lost their
jobs after Roberts won re-election in
Hampton, Virginia.
Virginia
District
Court
Judge
Raymond A. Jackson said that clicking
the Facebook “Like” button is “not sufficient to constitute speech,” according to
the Sarapin/Morris study.
Sarapin and Morris discussed whether
“Facebook users’ attitudes and practice
indicate the expectation of free speech
protection.”
“The First Amendment has to do with
See “Like,” page 2
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A student Bible study event and a local business
draw advertisements on the wall beside Barnes
and Noble. This is one of many unauthorized areas
for chalk advertisements and writing, according to
an email from Sadaris Williams, assistant coordinator of student involvement and leadership.

Susan Sarapin co-wrote a study
with a University of Wisconsin-La
Crosse professor about how freedom of speech and social media
are connected, by focusing on
Facebook’s “Like” button and how
different age groups use it.

SGA preps for elections, international senators
Priyanka Sharma
Staff Writer
The Student Government Association is preparing
for its executive board elections, which will be held on
Wednesday, Feb. 25.
Running unopposed for SGA president is Heath
Barton; running unopposed for vice president of

campus activities is Patrick Rodgers; Jorge Solis and
The election will take place from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Max Herman are running for vice president for legisla- in Trojan Center Room 215. Students must have their
tive affairs; Caitlin Smith and Shelby Scott are running student IDs to vote.
for secretary; Shelby Miller, Khadidah Stone and Olivia
Ryan Cole, a junior political science major from
Melton are running for clerk.
Athens and SGA clerk, said that the candidates will
All information about the candidates, including their have a televised debate before the elections, probably in
platforms and biographies, can be found on the SGA
website.
See SGA, page 2

News

Page 2 | News@tropnews.com

February 19, 2015

SGA

continued from page 1

the beginning of next week.
“It is the highest kind of elections we
have, besides homecoming, because
these are the five faces that will represent
the SGA in the next year,” Cole said.
“I definitely think it is important for
everybody to come out and vote. I
encourage everybody to make an
informed decision.”
SGA passed an amendment that would
create one mandatory seat for an interna-

‘Like’
Caleb Hicks photo

Andrew McKelvie, a junior international business major from Panama City,
Florida, reads the history of one of the teenagers highlighted in the traveling display about the Holocaust in Troy’s library. “Parallel Journeys: World
War II and the Holocaust through the Eyes of Teens” focuses on six teenagers and their experiences during the war. The display is on loan from
Kennesaw State University’s Museum of History and Holocaust Education.

Holocaust and youth
Cassie Gibbs
News Editor

History is being told
through the lives of
teenagers and young
adults.
Troy University is
currently
hosting
a
traveling display that
tells of different experiences during World War
II. “Parallel Journeys:
World War II and the
Holocaust through the
Eyes of Teens” shows the
rise of the Nazi regime in
Germany and the lives of
a select group of teenagers
affected by the war.
The
six
teenagers
featured in the display
are: Jan Kostanski from
Warsaw, Anne Frank from
Amsterdam,
Margaret
Lambert from Germany,
William A. Scott from
Atlanta, Alphons Heck
from Germany, Helen
Waterford from Germany
and Traudl Junge from
Germany.
The
display
said
that Kostanski lived in
Warsaw around 1940,
when the Warsaw ghetto
wall was erected separating the Jewish people
from others, according
to the display. He helped
smuggle provisions to the
Jewish side of the wall
during the war. He was
arrested, but was later
released after his mother
bribed the Polish police.
Anne Frank is one of
the most famous teenagers
known from the war. Her

family, as well as another
Jewish family, lived in
an annex for two years
before moving to the Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp. Otto Frank,
the only survivor of the
family, kept her story
alive, according to the
display.
Margaret
Lambert,
originally named Gretel
Bergmen, was the fourth
ranked high jumper in
Germany when she was
16, according to the
display. She was barred
from participating in local
sports and from joining
the German Olympic
Team in the 1936 Olympic
Games, because she was
Jewish. She later moved
to the U.S. and changed
her name.
The display said that
William A. Scott III, from
Atlanta, was drafted into
the Army and served as
photographer and recon
sergeant, in addition to
other positions, from
1943-46. He became the
first to photograph the
survivors of Buchenwald
concentration camp and
highlight the Holocaust
and its victims.
Alphons Heck was a
member of the Hitler
Youth who later became
a translator for the
Americans during the war.
After his arrest and move
to the U.S., he wrote about
his experiences in the
Hitler Youth, according
to the display. It also said
that Helen Waterford, who

Chalk
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organizations should submit their events
to Trojan Today in order to advertise
their events. He said that he will make

lived at the AuschwitzBirkenau camp with
Margot, Anne and Edith
Frank, later joined Heck.
Together, they wrote the
book “Parallel Journeys.”
Traudl Junge worked
as Adolf Hitler’s personal
secretary from 1942 until
he died in a bunker in
1945, according to the
display. Her book about
her experience created
controversy when she said
that she had no knowledge
of the Holocaust.
The display also gives
a brief history of the rise
of the National Socialists
German Worker’s Party
(Nazi Party) under the
leadership of Adolf Hitler.
Sharon Joyner, a senior
interpreter training major
from Andalusia and a
student worker in the
library, said that it is
important for people to
know about history.
“We can’t go forward
without knowing where
we’ve been,” Joyner
said. “We learn from the
mistakes and the success
of the people that have
come before us.”
Chris Shaffer, dean of
library services, was not
available for comment.
According to a university press release, the
display is on loan from
the Museum of History
and Holocaust Education
at Kennesaw State University. The exhibit is free
and open to the public.
It will be at Troy until
mid-March.

sure that, if approved, the event will be
displayed on the Trojan Today website,
as well as on the televisions in the Trojan
Center and the residence halls. You can
submit an event by following the link
provided on troy.edu/today

Photo contributed by Jasmine Philyaw

Contrary to a statement in last week’s Tropolitan, Jasmine Philyaw, a junior communication major from Evergreen, is not single. She has been in
a relationship with Tyler Huff, a sophomore from Faulkner State University
(pictured), for a year and two months.

tional student in SGA.

Jonathan Lockwood, an international
relations graduate student from Redding,
California, and an SGA senator, said that
adding an international seat to the senate
would make sure that SGA was truly representing all of the student body.
“Right now our student body consists
of about 5,500 to 6,000 students, and
about 717 students are internationals,”
Lockwood said. “So, I think it is necessary
for the SGA to have a mandatory seat for
that percentage of students.”

Not only is the “Like”
button a communication
continued from page 1 tool, but it is also “a way
for users to give an opinion
the government’s relation- about or express a reaction
ship to individual people,” to something with a single
said Sarapin. “It is the click and also provides a
government suppression quantitative summary of
users’ ‘Liking’ actions,”
of expression.
But there are limitations according to the study.
The multiple meanings
to freedom of speech.
“I specialize in how the “Like” button can
the media affects the law imply range from expressand where the two come ing enjoyment of a friend’s
together. My colleague and post, to giving positive
or
quickly
I wanted to first determine feedback
sharing
and
spreading
whether the ‘Like’ button
information.
is communication.”
“Respondents (of the
Sarapin and Morris
said that social network- survey) largely agree on
ing sites are a major way the common meaning
to connect and com- of the message being
municate with others. sent by the use of the
Social networking sites ‘Like’ button: agreement,
use various modes, such approval, endorsement,
as the Facebook “Like” and support for a person,
button, to send an implied place, or idea,” according
to the study.
message.
The results of the
“It is one of the most,
study
if not the most, familiar Sarapin/Morris
ways Facebook commu- indicate that respondents
nicators can demonstrate believe that clicking the
they are intending to speak “Like” button does constito the receiver in a manner tute speech.
The multiple meanings
which is easily underthe “Like” button can
stood,” the study said.
The participants, whose imply range from exages fell in the 18-24 and pressing enjoyment of a
45-and-above categories, friend’s post, to giving
were asked questions on positive feedback.
the meaning the “Like”
Troy
University
button conveys and how students are exercising the
the audience perceives the First Amendment right of
message.
freedom of speech through

“Liking” the pages of candidates running for the
Student Government Association positions.
“A college student
serving on SGA will not
be held to the same responsibility as those
working in the sheriff’s
office,” Sarapin said.
“People still need to be
deliberate and thoughtful
about what they post on
the Internet because it is
there forever.”
Laken Berry, a freshman
undeclared major from
Athens and member of
the SGA, said that social
media are a great way for
candidates to campaign,
and
she
encourages
students to take advantage
of the availability of
information.
“Last semester, when
I was going to vote in
the elections, I got much
of my knowledge on
who was running and
what the person’s beliefs
and desires were from
Facebook,” Berry said.
“Social media has
become a huge area for
speech, and, just like any
type of media, it should
be covered by the First
Amendment.
Students
should not be penalized
by their schools, work, or
government by what they
‘Like’ on social media.”
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Alyse Nelson photos

Left photo: Amiya Bisway, a freshman computer science major from Bangladesh, and Jordan Adams, a sophomore athletic training major from
Marietta, Georgia, prepare meals. Middle photo: Jonathon Cellon, coordinator of learning initiatives, instructs the volunteers. Right photo from left:
Pratikshya Thapa, a freshman nursing major from Nepal, Kayla Sprayberry, a junior math and computer science major from Ashland, and Bailey
Sutton, a freshman special education major from Homewood, prepare meals.

An inside look at Campus Kitchens
Alyse Nelson
Features Editor

In a cramped kitchen upstairs
in the Trojan Dining Center,
seven volunteers don hairnets
and combat the heat as they
give a second life to leftovers
through the Campus Kitchens
organization.
The room is silent except
for the quiet thumps as food
is divided into individual
meals and sealed in Styrofoam
containers.
Each container gets handed
down a line of volunteers as it
is filled with the meals served
previously at the Trojan Dining
Center.
Beginning with rice, mixed
vegetables and chicken, the
volunteers go through large tins
of food until a few vegetarian
meals are made and the food
runs out.
“I actually work with Sodexo,
so I see how much food is
thrown away with just catering
and it’s depressing,” said Kayla

Sprayberry, a junior math and
computer science major and
secretary for Campus Kitchens
from Ashland.
Within an hour, the crew
of Campus Kitchens has
assembled 217 meals — a new
record. Everybody claps as they
celebrate another finished week
with a group picture.
“Normally we do about 120,
so that’s great,” said Jonathon
Cellon, coordinator of learning
initiatives.
Up to 120 meals are delivered
to the Troy Head Start Center
every week, with any excess
given to the Christian Love
Center.
The stacks of meals, prepared
on Thursday afternoon, will be
frozen overnight and delivered
Friday afternoon in coolers.
According
to
Cellon,
additional volunteers will be
ready at the Troy Head Start
Center around 1:30 p.m. Friday.
The meals are handed out to
the children as the parents pick
them up at 2 p.m.

The state poverty rate is an
average of 18.6 percent, while
in Pike County the poverty rate
stands at 28.6 percent, according
to the U.S. Census Bureau and
Index Mundi.
“If it takes just one
organization to lower that, then
why not?” Sprayberry said of

her decision to get involved.
Leebo Tyler, a junior math
major from Mobile, said that he
got into the organization after his
involvement with civic scholars
in 2012 and seeing examples of
poverty in the community.
“If nobody was going to do
something, we’ve got to do

something,” Tyler said.
Tyler said that he enjoys
seeing the progress that Campus
Kitchens has made actually
preparing and giving out meals
in over a year.
“We have gone through a lot
of red tape,” he said. “But you
can see it getting bigger.”

Taylor Bowser graphic
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From the Trop to Xbox
Laura Hutto
Chief Copy Editor
Troy alumna and former
Tropolitan
Editor-in-Chief
Savannah Harrison moved
more than 2,500 miles
from Auburn to Redmond,
Washington, to take a job
with the Xbox community
support team.
For Harrison, the job is a
fulfillment of lifelong loves
for writing and video games.
Harrison said life on the other
side of the continent has
been enjoyable, if a major
adjustment.
“There is a lot of anxiety
and confusion that comes
along with moving to a place
that is completely unfamiliar
to you,” she said. “There are
a little hiccups throughout. I
went to a Wal-Mart with only
groceries and thought ‘Where
is all the rest of the stuff?’”
Harrison grew up in
Brewton, which she said
helped shape her into the
person she is today. She said
this in part because of the
people she knew there, but
also because of the urge to try
something new after living in
a small town.
“I was very lucky to have
incredible teachers. I always
had these mentors that
thought you should go out
and explore,” she said.
Harrison said her love for
gaming and writing started
at an early age. According to
Harrison, her gaming habits
were influenced partly by her
older brother.
“There were Christmases
when he would get the Super
Nintendo and I would get the
Barbie doll,” she said. She
said she wanted to play the
games herself and had to find
sneaky ways to do so.

Savannah Harrison

“I beat my first game 15
minutes at a time,” she said.
Harrison explained that she
would sneak into her brother’s
room to play games before he
got home from school, then,
when she heard him pull up,
she would run back to her
room.
This continued until her
parents caught on and began
buying her games. She then
began gaming without hiding
and never stopped.
Harrison said writing was
something that interested
her from as early as she can
remember.
“My mom and dad would
always tell me stories, so I
guess I picked it up that way,”
she said. “In middle school is
when I really got into it.
“I have always been drawn
to words and what words can
do and the meaning they can
convey.”
She also said that not only
does she enjoy writing, but
also telling other people’s
stories. This led her to pursue
a degree in journalism, but
Harrison took an extra step to
further her writing skills by
minoring in creative writing.
Moving to Washington
was not Harrison’s first
time
branching
out,
trying something new and

unfamiliar. She said her classes. During her two-year
decision to attend Troy was stay, she balanced lesson
made in part because of the plans, teaching and grading
desire to meet new people papers with her own classes,
and distance herself from writings and studies. She also
familiarity in order to grow as worked on a literary journal
a person.
and on an ongoing e-portfolio
“My classmates were project for Auburn.
primarily going to Alabama
“I tended to build my
or Auburn,” she said. “I just classes around new media, so
really wanted to go out on my we would study music videos
own.”
or trailers or how video
Once in Troy, Harrison games were changing the
began at the Tropolitan before classroom,” she said.
she even started classes by
After graduating from
attending Camp Trop.
Auburn, she ended up
“I remember walking in receiving a job in Alexander
and feeling a little awkward City
with
Tallapoosa
because I didn’t know anyone, Publishers Inc. as the assistant
but I never left,” she said.
editor of the magazines Lake,
From then on she stayed Lake Martin and Elmore
involved with the Tropolitan County Living.
and eventually rose to an
Harrison
said
she
assistant editor position for discovered a job opportunity
Arts and Entertainment. in Washington, applied for
From that position she it and received it at the end
jumped straight to editor-in- of last year. She moved just
chief of the
a few weeks
Tr o p o l i t a n
after receiving
“If you’re
her
senior
the job.
year.
She
now
offered
an
“My rise
works
on
opportunity,
to editor –
T w i t t e r
it
wasn’t
interacting
just on me. don’t disregard with the Xbox
I had a lot
o m m u n i t y.
it just because cShe
of
student
said that
mentors and
you’re afraid.” her time at
professors
Troy greatly
to give me the
helped her in this
push and support I needed,” new job for many reasons —
Harrison said.
including teaching her to put
She decided in her later as much useful information as
years at school that she possible in a limited space.
wanted to continue pursuing
She said she is thankful for
more writing skills at a higher the lessons learned and people
level, so she went to graduate she met at Troy University
school at Auburn University. and left a bit of advice.
Two more years later she held
“If you’re offered an
a master’s degree in English. opportunity, don’t disregard
While in graduate school, it just because you’re afraid,”
Harrison said, she worked she said. “Always care about
both as a teaching assistant the work you are doing, and
for a world literature class and know that other people are
as a teacher for composition noticing and have fun.”

Events will
address
eating
disorders
Alyse Nelson
Features Editor

The
Troy
University
Student
Counseling Center is hosting a week
of events in recognition of the National
Eating Disorder Awareness Week.
According to the Multi-Service Eating
Disorders Association, 5-20 percent
of college females and 1-7 percent of
college males have experienced an eating
disorder.
Students are encouraged to collect
any magazines and other materials that
they feel display “unrealistic standards
of beauty,” and put them into designated
bins that will be located in the Trojan
Center, the library and the Trojan Dining
Center all week.
Afterwards the magazines will be
recycled, according to the Student
Counseling Center assistant coordinator,
Jenny Duncan.
The counseling center will also have
a booth set up on the Bibb Graves quad
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Wednesday,
Feb. 25. It will be handing out information
and free items to interested students.
“We will be passing out several
handouts with information on eating
disorders, ways to improve body image,
how to talk to a friend/family member if
you suspect they have an eating disorder
and how the media plays a part in body
dissatisfaction,” Duncan said. “We
will also be giving away drawstring
backpacks, sunglasses, cups and koozies
to those who stop by.”
The week ends with a presentation
by a guest speaker, registered dietitian
Jordan Thompson, on Thursday, Feb. 26,
at Patterson Hall 103 at 5:30 p.m.
“She’s going to discuss what is healthy
vs. unhealthy when it comes to dieting
and exercise, as well as her experience
working with individuals with eating
disorders,” said Duncan.
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Child vaccination
Benefits significantly outweigh risks

Following a measles outbreak beginning in Disneyland, talk of vaccines and their alleged dangers
has returned to the forefront of the national dialogue.
Perhaps the most outrageous of the anti-vaccine
arguments is that they could be a cause of autism.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
and the Mayo Clinic have both published statements
denying a causal link between vaccination and
autism.
The idea that such a link exists is erroneous, unscientific and dangerous.
The use of vaccines has helped fight back against
some of the deadliest diseases facing humanity.
It seems that because the threat of these diseases is
less prevalent, some are willing to treat the scientific
truth of the matter as irrelevant.
Those, like comedian Jenny McCarthy, who use
their celebrity status to advance inaccurate ideas
about vaccines do the public and themselves a great
disservice.
A little honest research would reveal the findings
of the CDC, the Mayo Clinic and the Institute of
Medicine.
For example, according to the Mayo Clinic, one of
the complications of measles is encephalitis, which
is “an inflammation of the brain that may cause
vomiting, convulsions, and, rarely, coma or even
death.”
Compare this deadly virus with the symptoms of
autism spectrum disorder: difficulties with communication, resistance to change, clumsy behavior, and
preoccupation with specific interests.
Promoting unscientific falsehoods endangers
children more than the measles vaccine itself. People
with autism can live long, happy lives.
The U.S. Census Bureau said that, as of 2011,
about 87 percent of Americans 25 years old or older
have completed high school. About 30 percent
of Americans 25 years old or older have college
degrees.
The sort of basic scientific illiteracy that allows for
the widespread fear of vaccines is unacceptable in a
nation with a populace this educated.
It is common sense to consult a medical professional when the situation involves the long-term
health of both your child and others’ children.

Decision on graduate school
Anna Hester
Contributor

Last semester, I made
a big decision: I am not
applying
to
graduate
school.
My parents gasped in
horror at the thought of
me not continuing my
education, but I just knew
that it was not right for me
at this point in my life.
Graduate school is a
decision that every senior
has to make: to go or not
to go?
One of the biggest
factors of whether to go to
graduate school is the cost.
Graduate school is not
free, nor is it cheap. I
am currently debt-free,
and going into debt over
graduate school is not
something I am comfortable
with; however, entering the
workforce, saving up, and
attending graduate school
later in life is something to
be considered.
There are money-saving
outlets available to those
who are ready to attend
graduate school right after
graduation.
“I am applying for
several different scholarships and internships in
order to help me lessen the
amount of loans I will have
to take out,” said Ashley
Bradley, a recent Troy
graduate from Crossville.

Jennifer Carlisle photo

Caitlin Coker (middle), a graduate student biomedical sciences major
from Munford, teaching Anatomy 2 Lab to Colton Cureton (left), a sophomore biomedical sciences major from Dothan, and Dani Cobb, a sophomore athletic training major from Birmingham. Students should consider
various factors before attending graduate school.

“My dream job requires
a doctorate degree, so grad
school is a no-brainer. I
just know that I need help
getting there,” Bradley
said.
In addition to the
questions raised by cost, I
also see graduate school as
the comfortable option.
It would be easy to keep
being a student, but I do
not want to go to graduate
school just because I am
scared of the unknown.
Applying for jobs and
preparing for post-graduation life can be a daunting

school, Jerrid Olmstead,
adjunct professor of communication, suggests that
you consider how graduate
school will affect your
future goals.
“Look at your needs
right now,” Olmstead
advises. “Ask yourself if
it’s necessary for you to go
to grad school to achieve
your career and life goals.”
Whatever you choose,
make the decision for
yourself. Weigh your own
personal pros and cons, and
do what is going to make
you the happiest.

Starting a student club
Ngoc Vo
Opinion Editor

It is important for students to find
their social groups in college, and
to fully enjoy and benefit from their
time in the university.
Although Troy offers a wide variety
of campus organizations students can
join, there is no lack of opportunity
or interest for students to take charge
and to create their own new groups.
After looking through the active
student clubs in Troy, Hayden Glass,
a sophomore global business major
from Dothan, said he could not find
quite what he was looking for. He
decided to revive a group that best fit
his interest in film production.
“The Cinematography Society was
actually a club several years ago,
but dissolved after all its members
graduated,” Glass said. “I restarted
the organization last semester.”
According to Glass, he initially
took on almost all responsibilities of
the group, though the foundation had
been laid for him.
“I had a few people I talked to
about being a part of the club, but
as far as the duties of organizing, refounding of the group, it was pretty
much just myself,” he said.
“Luckily, for the Cinematography
Society, there was already a constitution in place, so I didn’t have to write
up one and have it submitted through
the SGA and that whole process. (My
responsibilities) mainly involved a
lot of planning and meeting several
times and communicating regularly
with the professors that I wanted to
be our advisers.”

Seth Nicholson

task, but I am ready to experience new things. I am
ready to identify myself as
more than just a student.
I am not against the
idea of attending graduate
school. I am only advocating that students should
give the decision their
utmost attention.
Students should not feel
pressured to attend graduate
school just because they
feel like it is the right thing
to do. In some cases, it
might not be.
If you’re on the fence
about attending graduate

Despite the setup by the original
founders of the club, reviving the
Cinematography Society was a

challenge, Glass said.
“The biggest hurdle is just the
amount of time you have to invest
in it,” he said. “It will undoubtedly
take up more of your time that you
expect, and unless you are passionate
about what you’re doing, I could see
that someone could easily get burned
out.”
Glass said his efforts and the work
of his group did pay off. He said he
was excited to see the Cinematog-

“If you start a
group, you can
create any event
you want to see
happen in Troy.”
raphy Society attract more than 20
regular attendees.
Kenneth Tallant, a junior liberal
studies major from Troy, experienced
a similar situation while reorganizing
his club, Students for Social Justice.
Tallant said the group’s faculty
adviser and interested members had
to recruit an entirely new group of
students for the organization because
past members had left.
He said although the organization’s
constitution and bylaws had already
been taken care of, he was responsible for other administrative tasks
such as opening the group’s bank
account, and holding elections for
new officers.
“The hardest thing is to revitalize the group,” Tallant said. “It did
disband, and we had to build a team
from scratch, getting the new officers
to decide upon how we go about
certain tasks and activities. There

was no one to say, ‘This is how we
did in the past.’
“Even though (reviving the club)
is difficult, it is an advantage because
you have the whole creative control
along with your team,” Tallant said.
As a student who started his own
club without a previous foundation,
Chad Downs, a senior marketing
major from Santa Rosa Beach,
Florida, said his advice was to make
sure the team is formed before the organization starts.
“The main thing you absolutely
have to have is a core group of people
as passionate as you are to maintain
a group,” Downs said. “You have to
track down the people in Troy who
love the same thing as you do or who
are responsible and care about their
résumé.”
Downs created Documentary
Club in 2013, but the organization
disbanded after he left last semester.
“We were trying to accomplish too
many things at the same time,” he
said.
According to Downs, his experience was bittersweet because he
did enjoy what he could accomplish while he was involved in the
organization.
“If you start a group, you can create
any event you want to see happen in
Troy,” Downs said.
Having personally been involved
in various campus organizations, I
find campus involvement important
and greatly beneficial. Although
hanging out in a social circle is
enjoyable, participation in student
clubs serves something more. You
can learn to be productive, organized
and responsible when there are tasks
to be done. Being a founder or simply
an active member of a club will make
your college years more meaningful.
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Troy to host performance group
Lacey Alexander
Staff Writer
Troy
University’s
Theatre and Dance Department is getting the opportunity to work with a
nationally recognized performance company later
this month.
Troy University has
been selected to host
Stuart Pimsler Dance &
Theater, a performance
company based in Minneapolis, for a weeklong
residency. This on-campus
residency is being held to
commemorate
SPDT’s
35th anniversary.
The company selected
Troy through a competitive application process
and will lead Troy theater
and dance students in a
series of workshops and
collaborations through the
week.
Debra Hicks, dance coordinator for Troy theater
and dance, said she was
excited for students to be
able to collaborate with
professionals in their field.
April Irvin photo
“We really are excited
Scott Wheet, a junior dance major from Chicago, practices in his conto offer our students the
temporary dance class. The Stuart Pimsler Dance & Theater company will educational
experience
be in Troy for a weeklong residency to share its experiences.
that Stuart Pimsler Dance

& Theater can provide
them,” Hicks said. “It’s
not often that university
students get to spend a
week working closely
with and learning from a
group of professionals of
this caliber.”
SPDT has been widely
acclaimed both by The
Kennedy Center and the
National
Endowment
for the Arts for their
work in educational and
community theater. The
company plans to attend
classes for theater and
dance students to share
their educational skills
with the students.
SPDT also intends to
extend their teachings
to the theater students
of local high schools
and to aid in Troy’s Big
Read project during their
residency.
Students said they are
enthusiastic about the
company’s residency.
“As a theater education
major, I’m overjoyed to
have the opportunity to
work with a company
that emphasizes the importance of educational
theater,” said Payton
Buchin, a sophomore

theater education major
from Dothan. “They’ve
provided so many educational opportunities for so
many communities.”
The company is also
well known for its diverse
topics in performance.
It has worked with The
National Civil Rights
Museum, a multitude of
colleges and high schools,
and performance spaces in
other countries. SPDT has
a wide range of opportunities for the artists they
employ.
Hicks said she welcomes
the diversity. “SPDT will
expose our students to
more imaginative ways to
work and perform in both
theater and dance.”
The company will also
be working with Michigan
State University and
James Madison University. The company will
begin its residency on
Feb. 22, and proceed to
lead workshops in acting
and dance later in the
following week.
To close out its
residency, SPDT will
perform free for the public
in Claudia Crosby Theater
on Feb. 28 at 7 p.m.

Guitar Festival to return here for second year;
Arts Council also bringing Texas Guitar Quartet
Kianna Collins
Arts and Entertainment Editor

The Guitar Festival will return to Troy
for its second year this weekend.
Robert Gibson, lecturer of guitar,
said he organized the event to spread
awareness.
“We just wanted to bring awareness to
the active classical guitar community in
central Alabama,” Gibson said.
“There are no other guitar festivals in
this state. It’s the first of its kind here.”
The festival brings together performances, competitions and master classes.
Students ranging from middle school
to collegiate levels will be involved in
the events.
The festival will begin at 11 a.m. with
performances from Michael Boyd and
Andrew Stroud in Sorrell Chapel.

“It’s the
first of its
kind here.”
The next public event at the festival
will be the master classes that will be
taught by the members of the Texas
Guitar Quartet.

Kevin Glackmeyer photo

This is last year’s large ensemble at Troy University. The large ensemble includes people from middle school to
collegiate levels of classical guitar playing.

These classes will begin at 1:30 p.m. in
Smith Hall. The classes are available to
anyone who would like to attend.
At 4:30 p.m. the large ensemble will
perform at Long Hall in the choir room.
The large ensemble doesn’t feature only
college-level students, but also students
from middle school and high school.
A student composer, Tucker McKee, a
junior music industry major from Leroy,
has his pieces featured in the large
ensemble performance, which are titled
“Emerald Skye” and “Orange.”
McKee has been playing guitar for
eight years, and this piece isn’t his first
work since he’s started at Troy.
“In freshman year, Dr. Gibson asked
me if I wanted a special project,” McKee

said. “I said no.”
McKee said that later he showed Gibson
one of his guitar quartet compositions,
and Gibson said that was the project.
Ever since then, McKee said he has
tried to produce a new piece that he was
proud of every semester.
Also joining the guitar festival is the
Texas Guitar Quartet, which is known
around the country for its talent.
Gibson said that it was easy to get the
Texas Guitar Quartet to perform at Troy.
He went to graduate school with the
current members of the quartet, and that
he was one of the founding members of
the quartet.
The group started as a graduate
ensemble, and then became one of the

premiere quartets in the country.
With the help of the Troy Arts Council,
Gibson brought these critically acclaimed
artists to Troy University.
The quartet recently released its debut
album, “RED,” in 2012, and it was featured
on the international radio show “Classical
Guitar Alive.” Members of the quartet
have commissioned works and arranged
their own during their time together.
“In their performance they will feature
some original works, as well as arrangements made by the people in the quartet,”
Gibson said.
The performance will be on Friday,
Feb. 20, at 7 p.m. in Claudia Crosby
Theater. General admission is $20, and
student tickets will be $5.

Variety

Pursuing a musical passion
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Tori Roper
Staff Writer
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Jared Henderson on his turntables. Henderson regularly works as a DJ for
UAC events on campus.

Music is a large part of many students’
lives at Troy University, and for those
who choose to make music or simply
play it as disc jockeys, Troy’s university
experience could become one that they
will never forget.
This is the case for Jared Henderson, a
sophomore computer science major from
Pensacola, Florida. Henderson, also “DJ
Red,” has been DJing since he was 16
years old and does so now on campus.
Henderson says he began his DJing
career in a basement for a friend’s
birthday party.
“I bought my first pair of beginner
turntables, and it just happened from
there,” he said.
“I like music,” Henderson said when
asked why he started DJing. “I like all
types of music, all different types and
genres. Playing in a band, you usually
play one type of music — there is a
pizzazz in DJing.”
Henderson is a member of the University Activities Council and participates as a DJ for any event that requires
music. He has been the DJ for a number
of events, including Skate Night, Alpha
Gamma’s Date Party and comedian
Steve Brown’s homecoming show.
Henderson also DJs in Panama City
Beach, Florida, every spring break. This
year, he will do it at Club La Vela and at
Club Fahrenheit.
“My dream is to DJ for an awards
show like MTV or VH1,” he said. “I send
a submission tape every summer. I have
gotten into the top 10, but never won.”
School comes first for Henderson,
although he loves his music.
“DJing will always be there,” he said.

“Music comes second.”

“If I go professional, fine,” he replied
when asked about his future plans in
music. “My biggest fear is being the old
guy in the club.”

Henderson said his favorite part
of DJing is the crowd reaction with
everyone getting excited and having a
good time.

While Henderson strictly DJs for
events, Josh Lewis, a junior graphic
design major from Chelsea, creates his
own music for fun.

For two years, Lewis, who also goes by
his stage name “Chillaxative,” has been
making dubstep music of his own using
programs on his iPads and computer.
Lewis is a percussionist in the Sound
of the South, Troy University’s marching
band, where he plays the cymbals.
“One day I just decided to make my
own music,” Lewis said.

Lewis has had the opportunity to play
his music in the Trojan Center three
separate times as a way to “let them hear
my music.”
He plans to be making music for a
while, but it is not his No. 1 priority.

“I make music in my free time,” he
said. “I may only spend 30 minutes to an
hour working on songs.”
Class and band hold priority over
making music for Lewis because he has
not yet gone mainstream.
“I want to be a movie maker, so still
involved in music in some way,” Lewis
said, in relation to his future.

Lewis said that his favorite thing about
making music is “the feeling that the
music has, the way I can make people
feel more than just hear the music.”

It’s all about whom you know in college
10 people Troy students should acquaint themselves with
Beth Hyatt
Copy Editor
When students first come to college,
there are many people who surround
them. The crowds can be intimidating at
times and can leave students wondering
whom to turn to. As a whole, almost
every contact you make at college can be
beneficial.
But, there are 10 types of people on
campus whom every student needs to
know in order to make it through college:
Chancellor Jack Hawkins Jr. and the
deans of the colleges, resident assistants,
older students, academic advisers, the
bookstore manager, Student Government
Association members, departmental secretaries, scholarship coordinators, maintenance workers and tutors.
Beginning the list are Chancellor
Hawkins and the deans of the colleges.
Why do you need to know them?
Hawkins is the head of the university. He
is the “big man on campus” who makes
things run and gets things done. While
you may not be on a first-name basis
with him, it is important to know him
and recognize him. If you are fortunate
enough to know him personally and be
on good terms, make sure he remembers

you.
The deans, on the other hand, are the
heads of individual departments. They
manage their departments and take
care of whatever may come their way.
If you have a problem with a required
class filling up too soon or you have a
complaint about the way something is
done, these are the people you need to
see.
Next is your resident assistant. If you
live in the residence halls on campus, you
will have an RA, and it will be important
to know him or her.
The RAs are the ones who can put in
work orders for you when your lightbulbs blow and inform you of important
happenings in the housing department
and around campus. Sometimes, they can
just be listening ears. RAs are resourceful individuals who can assist you immediately or guide you to the right people.
It’s always handy to know an upperclassman who has been around the
campus for a few years. These students
can be a wellspring of knowledge and
can make your college transition much
easier.
Older students can tell you, truthfully, what teachers to take and not to
take, where to eat at what time and all
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Denzel Walker, a senior social work major from Ozark, works as a resident assistant in Shackelford Hall.

of the best ways to spend time outside
class.
When it comes to planning your class
schedule, it is crucial to know whom
to talk to. This is where your academic
adviser comes in — he or she has been
there and done that and knows what you
need to take and when to take it.
Be on good terms with them from the
start because you will be seeing your
advisers every semester until graduation.
After meeting with your adviser, the
departmental secretary is the person you
need to see. The secretaries are responsible for filing, organizing and submitting
your class schedule.
If you have a class conflict or a substitution form to be filed, or just need
directions to Adams Administration, the
secretaries will be there to lend a helping
hand.
Once you have your class schedule,
you’re going to need your textbooks.
This is when you pay a visit to Aliza
McGee, Barnes and Noble bookstore
manager.
McGee can assist you in all things
scholastic and book-related. Her staff
members are there to help in any way
possible, whether it’s an inquiry about
book prices or just knowing where the
Scantrons are.
When it comes to managing scholarships, most students are in the dark. This
is why Melissa Foran, scholarship coordinator, is a need-to-know woman. If
there is a billing issue that needs to be
settled or an amount that is incorrect, she

will do whatever she can to fix it.
Foran cares about the well being of the
students and knows whom to call and
what to say in order to make things right.
Do you have some big ideas for
campus improvement? Tell those ideas
to an SGA member.
A member of the SGA is always a
handy person to know because she can
give you the inside scoop on what is
happening politically on campus. If you
know an SGA member, you have a direct
line to having your ideas heard.
When something breaks, leaks or
explodes, “Who you gonna call?” No,
not Ghostbusters, but the Physical Plant.
These maintenance workers are the
unsung heroes of the campus, and they
rarely get the gratitude for everything
they do. They put in long hours every
day and see countless broken showers,
toilets, pipes and numerous other
mishaps.
So, the next time you see a Physical
Plant worker, tell him thanks for all that
he does.
Having difficulty writing a paper or
just organizing your thoughts? Visit
Elaine Bassett and the Writing Center
tutors in Eldridge Hall. They’re more
than willing to help you begin a paper,
decide on a topic and help you find errors
in your writing.
These tutors are here to help but not
to write the paper for you. So, when in
doubt about an essay or a paper, know
the people who can be your saviors.
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Men’s tennis team wins all three road matches; women’s falls to Auburn
Ty Ammons
Staff Writer
The Troy Trojans men’s tennis team
traveled to Daytona Beach, Florida, and
DeLand, Florida, on Friday, Feb. 13, and
Saturday, Feb. 14, and won all three of
its matchups. The women’s tennis team
traveled to Auburn on Sunday, Feb. 15,
but lost.
On Friday, the Trojans won four of
their singles matches against Florida Gulf
Coast. Junior Gabriel Dias won his line
two singles match against sophomore
Andres Alfonzo 7-6, 6-4.
Freshman Andy Lau took three sets
to defeat his opponent, junior Eduardo
Alfonzo, but pulled it out 3-6, 6-2, 6-3.
Junior Giovani Samaha defeated senior
Tianyu Bao 6-1, 3-6, 6-1, and sophomore
Pablo Moreno won 6-4, 7-5 against
redshirt junior Michael Beiler.
The Trojans did not win any of their
doubles matches. Sophomore Hassan
Ndayishimye and Dias were ahead in
their doubles match 5-3 against Alfonzo
and freshman Austin Bates, but the
match was left unfinished. It was close,
but Troy beat Florida Gulf Coast 4-3.
Troy traveled to DeLand, Florida, to
take on Stetson on Saturday and won 4-1.
The Trojans won three out of their six
singles matches, while line five and six
did not finish their matches.
Dias won his line one match against
freshman Kevin Gonzalez 6-3, 6-3.
Ndayishimye won his match 6-0, 6-2
against junior Laurynas Antropikas,
and junior Daniel Bustamante defeated
junior Simon Julin 6-2, 6-2.

The Trojans won two out of their three
doubles matches. Moreno and Lau won
7-5 against Antropikas and Gonzalez,
and Dias and Ndayishimye won their
match against seniors Nathan Debut and
Chester Espie as well.
The Trojans traveled back to Daytona
Beach, Florida, on Saturday afternoon to
play Bethune-Cookman and won 6-1.
Troy won five of its six singles
matches. Dias won his match 6-1, 7-6
against freshman Alexander Chepik.
Ndayishimye won against junior Walid
Gtari 6-4, 7-6. Lau won his match 6-1,
6-3 against senior Gilbert Rotich. Bustamante won his match 6-4, 6-4 against
sophomore Alvaro Barrera, and Moreno
won his match against junior Kevin
Deligny 6-2, 6-2.
The Trojans won two of their three
singles matches, but the third was unfinished. Moreno and Lau won 6-3
against Gtari and Deligny, and Dias and
freshman Calum McKinlay won against
Chepik and Barrera 6-1.
The Trojans’ women’s tennis team
traveled to Auburn to take on No. 28
Auburn University on Sunday.
The Trojans lost the matchup 7-0. The
only match that was close was senior
Emily Flickinger against junior Anja
Cosovic and the final score was 7-6, 7-5,
1-0.
The men’s and women’s tennis teams
will host the Trojan Jamboree in Troy
during Feb. 20-22. The men’s and
Caleb Hicks photo
women’s tennis teams were supposed
Junior
Giovani
Samaha
won
his
singles
match
on
Friday,
Feb.
13. The
to play Jacksonville State, but the
match was canceled and has yet to be men’s team defeated Florida Gulf Coast 4-3, Stetson 4-1, and BethuneCookman 6-1 during the weekend.
rescheduled.

Men’s basketball
loses home games
Michael Shipma
Staff Writer

The Troy men’s basketball team has now lost
three games in a row, the
latest being home games
to rival South Alabama
71-67, and to UL-Lafayette 84-80 in overtime.
The Trojans (9-15, 4-11
Sun Belt) have only five
games remaining in the
regular season, which
are all conference games.
They have now dropped to
last place in the Sun Belt
standings.
The first of the two
games came on Thursday,
Feb. 12, against rival
South Alabama (9-17, 7-8
Sun Belt). After coming
off a tough loss at Appalachian State, Troy looked
to bounce back against a
South Alabama team that
has also struggled in conference play.
After developing an
early lead in the game,
the Trojans fell behind as
the Jaguars achieved 48.3
percent shooting from
the field. The first half
remained a battle, and the
Jaguars took a two-point
lead into halftime.
The
second
half
remained a battle, as
South Alabama stretched
its lead to seven with three
minutes and 54 seconds
left. Despite shooting only
34.5 percent from the field
in the second half, Troy
managed to remain in the
game and kept it close

throughout.
Despite the effort from
the Trojans, poor free
throw shooting coupled
with 17 points from
freshman guard Taishaun
Johnson kept Troy at bay
as the Jaguars snapped a
three-game losing streak.
Two days later, Troy
looked to again bounce
back from the loss as it
played the Sun Belt’s
fifth-ranked team in ULLafayette (14-12, 8-7 Sun
Belt) on Valentine’s Day.
The Trojans looked to
even the series after losing
in Lafayette on Saturday,
Jan. 3.
However, Troy came
out sluggish and was
unable to slow the fastpaced attack of the Ragin’
Cajuns. Even though the
Trojans shot a season-best
62 percent from the field,
the depth of UL-Lafayette
was a huge advantage over
the Trojans, who have
been plagued by injuries
all season.
The Ragin’ Cajuns
had 12 players playing
minutes against only eight
for Troy, which not only
allowed for a balanced
scoring attack from ULL,
but also kept fatigue from
being a factor.
Despite this, the Trojans
kept the score close and
went into halftime down
by only six, and looked
poised for a second half
run. This wasn’t the case,
however, as ULL extended
its lead to double digits,

and went up 57-43 with
13:02 left in regulation.
Troy
fought
back,
though, and slowly but
surely brought the lead
down to eight points with
1:33 left in the game.
Even then, it seemed like
the game was out of reach
for Troy.
Seven straight points
from junior guard Chris
Bilbo as well as key
turnovers by ULL cut the
Ragin’ Cajuns’ lead to
just one with 11 seconds
remaining.

After ULL hit one of two
free throws to go up by
two, senior forward Kevin
Thomas was fouled with
one second remaining and
given the chance to send
the game to overtime.

Troy looked as if
it might complete its
comeback in extra time,
as it went up by three after
a layup by Thomas with
2:30 left in overtime. A
7-0 run by ULL, however,
would crush the Trojans’
hopes of a comeback win.
“We’ve had some tough
losses, but that one takes
the cake,” said head coach
Phil Cunningham. “I’m
proud of the way the guys
fought back and never
gave up.”
Troy will attempt to
sweep the series with
Georgia Southern on
Thursday, Feb. 19. Tipoff
is set for 6:30 p.m.

Steak

continued from page
10

The Trojans are wearing
the jerseys again on this
upcoming Saturday and
will be auctioning off an
autographed jersey as
well.
Against the Ragin’
Cajuns, Garrett had 14
points and grabbed 19
rebounds for her 16th double-double of the season.
Garrett leads the Sun
Belt in double-doubles this
season. Her 19 rebounds
tie the Troy Division I
record for rebounds in
game, which she previ-

ously held.
Beverly-Kelley led the
Trojans in points with
20, while Ramirez scored
11 points and continues
to play well in her new
starting role.
“This win was critical
for us in our march to get
the highest seed possible
in the conference tournament,” said Rigby.
The Trojans currently
are tied for third in the
Sun Belt standings. With
only six games left in the
season, the Trojans need
to win three more in order
to lock up a seed in the
tournament.
The
Trojans
face
Georgia Southern in

Statesboro, Georgia, on
Thursday, Feb. 19. Troy
previously defeated the
Eagles 84-74 at home.
On Saturday, Feb. 21, the
Trojans will host conference leading UALR in
Trojan Arena.

The UALR Trojans are
21-3(14-1) and gave the
Troy Trojans their worst
defeat of the season back
on Jan. 22, 82-56.
The Trojans want all
their supporters to wear
pink again this Saturday
to support the Kay Yow
Cancer Fund, as well as
support the Trojans’ quest
to become New Orleans
bound.

Women’s golf places
11th in competition
Jill Odom
Sports Editor
The Troy women’s golf team traveled
to Tallahassee, Florida, to start its spring
season at the FSU Match-Up, and finished
in 11th place on Sunday, Feb. 15.
On the first day of the FSU Match-Up,
Troy shot a 312, placing it in 11th place.
No. 2 South Carolina led the first round
after shooting 292, while No. 9 Mississippi State placed second, four strokes
behind.
Senior Taylor McGraw led the Trojans
by tying for 24th place on Friday, Feb.
13. She shot four-over 76 and picked up
a birdie. Sophomore Fatima Fernandez
Cano had two birdies and tied for 35th
place.
On Saturday, Feb. 14, the Trojans shot
a 311, but remained in the 11th place.
South Carolina remained in first place
shooting 591, but Mississippi State
dropped back to 6th.

Senior Langley Vannoy led her
teammates with a four-over 76. McGraw
and Cano also tied for 33rd with a 77.
Senior Sydney Conrad tied with Vannoy
for 58th by shooting eight-over and made
a birdie on the 11th hole.
Troy finished up its final round on
Sunday, Feb. 15, in 11th place, beating
Georgia State. Troy’s competition
consisted of six top-40 teams and 10
teams ranked in the top 70. Furman won
the title, while South Carolina slipped to
fourth place. Mississippi State regained
second place.
Cano overtook McGraw and played
one-over par, finishing tied for 32nd
place. McGraw, Vannoy, and Conrad
all tied for 54th. Vannoy and Conrad
both shot a 77 on Sunday, and McGraw
finished the tournament with an 81.
The Troy women’s golf team will
compete next at the USA Women’s Invitational in Mobile, on Feb. 23 and 24.
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contributed to another run in the third
inning when she hit a sacrifice fly, which
scored Benton.

Ty Ammons
Staff Writer
The Troy Trojans softball team went
to the Bulldog Invitational this past
weekend in Athens, Georgia, but won
only one out of the four games it played.
The Trojans played Elon first, on
Friday, Feb. 13. The starting pitchers
were junior Ashley Rainey for Troy, and
sophomore Alli Burdette for Elon.
Elon took an early 2-0 lead off a
single from junior third baseman Emily
Cameron, who singled to left field.
Freshman center fielder Kara Shutt and
sophomore catcher Emily Roper scored,
and both runs were unearned.
Troy struck back with a run of its own
on a homer from sophomore Meg Willis,
who was the designated player for this
matchup. No more runs were scored
until the fifth inning, when Troy put four
across the plate.
Junior second baseman Kate Benton
scored on a sacrifice fly by senior third
baseman Michelle Phelps. Junior Khadija
Neely pinch-hit in the fifth, and allowed
two teammates to cross home plate after
a dropped pop fly.
Neely reached third on the error, and
then scored on a wild pitch. Sophomore
shortstop Becca Hartley scored on a
fielder’s choice by Phelps in the sixth
inning. Troy won the game 6-2.
Troy played SIU-Edwardsville Friday
as well, but it did not go so well. Starting
pitchers were junior Sara Mock for
Troy, and junior Haley Chambers for
SIU-Edwardsville.
SIU-Edwardsville scored in the first
inning on a double by junior first baseman
Rachel Keller, and it scored one run in
the second inning off a fielder’s choice
from freshman third baseman Haley
Adrian. The Cougars also scored one run
in the third inning on a single from junior
center fielder Jordan LaFave.
LaFave contributed to another run in
the fifth inning with a single, which put
senior shortstop Alex McDavid across
the plate. The Cougars scored two runs in
the sixth inning off a single from Keller
and a triple from McDavid.
SIU-Edwardsville topped it off with a
grand slam in the top of the seventh from

SIU-Edwardsville struck back in
the fourth inning with a run of its own
with a single by sophomore shortstop
Amy Hunt, allowing McDavid to score.
LaFave contributed to two runs in the
fifth with a single up the middle.
Sophomore second baseman Allison
Smiley flew out to center field to score
Chambers, and Keller grounded out to
third base to score LaFave in the fifth
inning. Troy lost the matchup 5-2.

In the second game of the doubleheader on Saturday, Troy faced the
Georgia Bulldogs. The starting pitchers
were Mock for Troy, and junior Chelsea
Wilkinson for the Bulldogs.

Georgia jumped out to a 6-0 lead in
the first inning on two doubles, a single,
and an error. The Bulldogs didn’t stop,
scoring four more runs in the second
inning off two doubles and an illegal
pitch from Mock.
Troy tried to fight back in the fourth
as it scored six runs off three errors, two
walks, and a single. Georgia scored two
more runs in the sixth, off a single from
freshman designated player Savannah
McHellon.

McHellon went 2-4 at the plate with
four RBIs. Freshman second baseman
Cortni Emanuel went 3-4 with one RBI,
and sophomore Maeve McGuire went
1-3 as a pinch hitter/catcher with two
RBIs.
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Junior Sara Mock pitched twice during the Bulldog Invitational, once on
Friday, Feb. 13, and once on Saturday, Feb. 14. Mock had two strikeouts
in both games, but she was unable to keep the hitters from scoring.

Adrian.
Troy scored no runs in the game,
getting only two hits the entire game.
The final score was 10-0.
The Trojans looked for redemption on
Saturday, Feb. 14, as they played SIUEdwardsville again. The starting pitchers

were junior Ashley Rainey and freshman
Baylee Douglass.
Troy jumped out to a 1-0 lead in the
first inning on fly out by junior right
fielder Amanda Winters, which put
junior catcher Hannah Day across the
plate. Day went 2-3 at the plate. Winters

Troy lost the game 12-6. Mock gave up
10 runs on eight hits and pitched for only
two innings.
Troy was supposed to play Georgia
again on Sunday, but the game was
canceled due to bad weather.

The softball team’s next matchup is the
Trojan Invitational starting on Feb. 20.
The Trojans were going to play Alabama
State next, but bad weather moved the
game to Feb. 24.

Track and field wraps up indoor season
Jill Odom
Sports Editor
The Troy track and field team concluded its regular
indoor season at the Samford Invitational, and several
Trojans set new personal bests during the weekend.
Troy took on Sun Belt rivals ULM, Appalachian
State, Arkansas State, Georgia State and UALR. The
events for Friday, Feb. 13, were the men’s and women’s
high jump and 200-meter dash.
Competing against 65 others, freshman Sydney
Wright placed ninth in the 200-meter dash, and set a new
personal best time of 24.99 seconds. Also participating
in the 200-meter dash were junior Cameia Alexander,
who finished in 25.86 seconds, and sophomore Sierra
King, who crossed the line in 26.44 seconds.
In the men’s 200-meter dash, sophomore Cameron
Rice set a personal best, finishing in 22.57 seconds.
Senior Ben Martin competed in his first meet of the
season on Saturday, Feb. 14 in the men’s 60-meter dash.
Martin is known for ending his 2014 season ranked first
in the Sun Belt for the men’s 100-meter dash.
Martin qualified for the 60-meter finals in 6.88
seconds. He placed third in the event, and shaved his
time down to 6.85 seconds, setting a new personal
record.
On Saturday, senior Paige McMillian, freshman
Aubrey West, and Wright all participated in the
women’s 60-meter dash. Wright came in ninth place,
finishing just one place short of qualifying for the finals.
She finished the dash in 7.78 seconds. McMillian and
West finished in 7.79 seconds and 7.99 seconds, respectively. They both set new personal records with those
times.
Freshman Niata Alexander finished in fourth place
during the women’s 400-meter dash. Alexander’s time
was 55.94 seconds, a new record for her, and places her
second in the Sun Belt standings in the event.
In the field events, junior Myles Charley took home
third place, after making a 14.80-meter jump in the
men’s triple jump. Teammate and junior thrower Zach
Douglas threw a 15.39-meter toss and placed eighth in
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(Left to right) Senior Tyrell Moore, senior Stephen Haye, and graduate student Jordan Landburg
prepare for the Sun Belt Indoor Championship on Monday, Feb. 23. Moore was part of the 4x400meter relay team that finished third with a time of 3:19.56.

the men’s shot put.
At his first collegiate meet, freshman C.J. Phillips
was seventh place in the men’s pole vault.
Senior Alexus Cobbs placed tenth in the women’s
triple jump with an 11.56-meter leap. She also finished
14th in the long jump event.
The men’s 4x400-meter relay team brought home

a third-place finish with a time of 3:19.56, while the
women’s team crossed the finish line at 3:56.16, placing
in eighth.
Next up for the Trojans is the Sun Belt Indoor Championship that will take place on Monday, Feb. 23, and
Tuesday, Feb. 24, in Birmingham. After that, Troy will
travel to Mobile for the Jaguar Opener on March 7.
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Trojans exorcise the Demons
Wes Fortson
Staff Writer

The Trojan baseball team
opened up its season on Friday,
Feb. 13, against the Northwestern State Demons of
Natchitoches, Louisiana, and
won three games out of the
four-game series.
The season also kicked off
head coach Bobby Pierce’s final
season of his 33-year career and
his 13th year with Troy.
On Friday night, the Trojans
came out on fire with a 6-0
victory behind freshman pitcher
Corey Childress.
Childress allowed only two
hits in his seven innings and
showed the composure of an experienced pitcher.
“For him to put that out there
in his first college start has
exceeded expectations,” Pierce
said.
The young freshman pitcher
was also cushioned by a productive 10-hit Trojan offense that
scored four runs in the bottom
of the fifth to help take the win.
Troy’s scoring rally in the
fifth was sparked by freshman
shortstop Matt Sanders, who hit
an RBI single to right field to
score the redshirt junior catcher
Tripp Calhoun.
Senior designated hitter
David Hall followed Sanders
with a two-RBI single after
senior second baseman Nick
Masonia walked.
The crowd of nearly 1,200 at
Riddle-Pace Field got involved
after a productive fifth inning
by Troy to help take down the
Demons on opening night.
On Saturday, Feb. 14, the
Trojans and the Demons faced
off in a doubleheader, but Troy
ran into a little trouble as Northwestern State took a quick 6-1
lead in the fourth inning of the
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Freshman shortstop Matt Sanders had 10 hits and seven RBIs, along with a home run and
a triple, during the series against Northwestern State. Troy won three out of four games,
with the Demons rallying on Sunday, Feb. 15, to prevent a Trojan sweep.

first game.
However, the Trojans and
Sanders had another idea. In the
bottom of the sixth, Troy cut the
deficit to just four.
Masonia
started
Troy’s
offense with a double to right
field, followed by senior outfielder Clay Holcomb, who used
his speed on the bases to stretch
out a triple and score Masonia.
Sanders immediately followed
with an RBI single to score
Holcomb.
In the eighth inning, Troy was
still struggling to produce on
offense to erase its run shortage.
Fortunately, Sanders came to
the rescue again for the Trojans

with a three-run blast to left
field that cut the Demons’ lead
to only one run.
The
freshman
shortstop
wasn’t done demolishing the
Demons’ hopes of taking down
Troy.
With two outs in the bottom
of the ninth and one runner on
third, Sanders had the crowd in
the stands on its feet with a walk
off single to left field to score
Holcomb. The game-winning
run made the final score 8-7.
In the second game, Troy
breezed by with a 5-0 win
behind junior pitcher Grant
Bennett.
Bennett allowed only four

Women’s team
steaks its claim
Wally Pendergrass
Staff Writer
The Troy women’s basketball team
grabbed a pair of wins this past week
and a nice steak dinner, courtesy of John
Hartwell, Troy’s athletic director.
Hartwell announced on his Twitter
account Thursday, Feb. 12, that he would
provide a steak dinner to any team that
defeated rival South Alabama.
The women’s basketball team was
the first to take him up on that offer
after cruising to a 78-67 win over South
Alabama.
“We forced 31 turnovers, and that
sounds like an up-tempo game,” said
head coach Chanda Rigby, “but it didn’t
feel like it.”
Junior guard Ashley Beverly-Kelley
led the Trojans with 19 points and also
had seven rebounds and seven assists.
“I think we are almost there where we
need to be,” said Kelley. “I think we need
to stay consistent.”
Senior forward Ronita Garrett had

12 points and seven rebounds, while
sophomore forward Caitlyn Ramirez had
14 points.
The leading rebounder for the Trojans
was sophomore forward Kristen
Emerson, who grabbed 11 rebounds after
coming in off the bench.
When asked about how she wants her
steak, Rigby said, “Medium-well.” She
also made sure to say that the team was
going to take Hartwell up on his offer.
“That was really good motivation by
John Hartwell,” said Rigby, “and it got
us fired up, and we’re going to take him
up on it and let him feed us a steak.”
The Trojans claimed another win on
Saturday, Feb. 14, this time over UL
Lafayette, 68-63.
The win gave the Trojans 10 conference wins, which ties them for the most
in program history.
The Trojans also wore special pink
jerseys on Saturday, in support of The
Kay Yow Cancer Fund.
See Steak, page 8
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Junior guard Ashley Beverly-Kelley led the Trojans in points with 19 on
Thursday, Feb. 12, against South Alabama. She also had seven rebounds.

hits throughout his six-inning
outing and accumulated eight
strikeouts against Northwestern
State.
Although Troy started off a
little slow, junior right fielder
Logan Hill started the game off
hot with an RBI single in the
first to score Masonia and put
the Trojans on top early.
After putting together a
couple more runs, freshman
left fielder Reid Long followed
up his triple back in the second
inning with a solo home run in
the seventh to extend Troy’s
lead to 4-0.
Troy picked up the 5-0 win as
Long showed off his offensive

talent in his first career start at
the collegiate level.
On Sunday, Feb. 15, the
Trojans struggled to keep up
with the Demons’ offense in a
9-5 loss.
Sophomore pitcher Tucker
Simpson was handed the ball
and the start on Sunday, but
couldn’t get anything to work
against a talented Northwestern
State offense.
In only one and one-third
innings of work, Simpson
allowed five runs on three hits.
Some sloppy defensive play
by the Trojans also gave up a
few more runs.
“All in all, it was a great
weekend, but we played
probably as poorly defensively
as we have in quite some time,
though,” Pierce said.
Troy gave up nine runs thanks
to four errors on Sunday, and
just couldn’t find enough runs
of its own to make up for its
mishaps.
However, there were plenty
of positive notes for Troy on the
weekend.
“Getting a lot of guys involved
is definitely good in weekend
one and on top of having some
success as well while doing
it,” said pitching coach Brad
Phillips.
Sanders had an impressive weekend as the freshman
reached base in 11 out of 19
at-bats, including a home run, a
triple, 10 hits and seven RBIs.
The young talent on the team
proved to be a huge factor in the
Trojans’ success this weekend
and will have to continue to be
for them to be successful on the
diamond this year.
The Trojans finished the
weekend strong and will be back
in action on Friday, Feb. 20, on
the road against Saint Louis.

