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Publix is coming

Cassie Gibbs
News Editor
POPulus, Troy University's popular American music
ensemble, will travel to Universal Studios in Orlando,
Florida, to perform.

On April 8, 9 and 10, POPulus will be touring Georgia
and Florida for its “Who You Are” tour. The group will
perform a mixture of covers of current hits and original
songs written by POPulus members.
The group’s original songs can be found on its CDs:
“The Drive,” “Look to the Sun” and the latest, “Who
You Are.”
POPulus held its first performance on campus Tuesday
night, April 7.

The group sang a range of cover songs such as
“Wrapped Around” by country artist Brad Paisley and
“Ain't It Fun” by pop-rock group Paramore. It also sang
a number of original songs such as “The Girl Is Mine.”
Alyssa Enrile, a freshman English major from
Pensacola, Florida, was asked to come onstage while
the group performed “The Girl Is Mine.” She said she
enjoyed having two men sing to her.
“It was really cute. I have a boyfriend, but it was still

See POPulus, page 2
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Mayor Jason Reeves announced the arrival of a Publix, as well as plans for a major road construction project. The roadwork will extend “roads from George Wallace Drive out to the Sportsplex and
then connecting Franklin Drive out to Oak Park,” according to Reeves. The Publix will be located
behind Popeyes on Highway 231, where the Hillside Mobile Home Park is located.

Store, road work to open more development opportunities
Tori Roper
Staff Writer
A Publix supermarket and major road construction
will be coming to Troy.
The road construction and development plan will
include “extending roads from George Wallace Drive
out to the Sportsplex (on Enzor Road) and then connecting Franklin Drive out to Oak Park,” Mayor Jason
Reeves said in press conference Monday.
The project, according to Reeves, will be the “largest
road construction project that the city of Troy has done
in modern history.”
The construction project is expected to be completed
by 2016.
April Irvin photo
Reeves said that these new changes will open many
Wyatt Edmondson, a junior music industry major
new opportunities for development.
from Montgomery, is one of the lead singers for
“Today, the very first piece of that development won’t
Troy University’s music ensemble, POPulus.
be this project,” Reeves said. “I can announce this

morning, after waiting a very long time, or what seemed
a long time, that Publix signed a lease to come to Troy,
Alabama.”
The Publix will be located in a 45,600-square-foot
building that will also contain 12 other stores.
The store will be located behind Popeyes on Highway
231 where the Hillside Mobile Home Park is located
and is expected to open in February 2017, with the
groundbreaking held in January 2016.
Troy University school colors will be used to decorate
the building.
According to Reeves, the cost of the project will
exceed $10 million.
“We have worked a long time,” Reeves said. “This is
only the beginning for Troy.
“We expect a tremendous amount of growth here in
the future. We are glad today to be able to say that this
has happened.”

Registrars to hold voter drive for next election year
Josh Richards
Staff Writer
A voter registration table will be
set up outside the Trojan Center to
allow those who haven’t registered
to do so.
The table will be in the Trojan
Center on April 14, from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m.
Registering to vote is important
for students to consider, according
to Phyllis Swindall, a member of the
Pike County Board of Registrars.
“Students need to understand
that it’s their right,” Swindall said.
“Voting is a way to honor those who
have sacrificed and have fought to
help shape our country.”
In order to register to vote in
Alabama, an applicant must meet

certain requirements. He or she must
be a citizen of the United States,
reside in Alabama and be at least
18 years old on or before the day of
election.
In addition, those who want to
register must provide current and
valid photo identification, which
includes driver’s licenses, university
IDs or the new free voter IDs. Free
voter IDs can be made at any registrars’ office.

A student who wishes to vote
with an absentee ballot must request
a ballot from his or her Absentee
Election Manager.
Swindall said that if students want
to change anything about the current
issues and challenges facing the
nation or the state, they should vote.

“The issues students are concerned
with won’t be addressed without
student votes,” Swindall said.
“Students also help shape foreign
policy and issues that affect the
environment.”
Some of the writing that officials
put forth affect students, according
to Swindall.
“Politicians make decisions continually about higher education costs
and student loan policies,” Swindall
said. “These are just a few of the many
reasons that students should vote.”
Next year will be a presidential
election year.
Taylor Bowser graphic
For more information, visit the The Pike County Board of Registrars will have a
Board of Registrars’ office in the table outside the Trojan Center on Tuesday to
courthouse at 120 W. Church St., encourage students to sign up to vote.
Room B2, or call 334-566-1757.
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Speakers to address New Deal and poverty

“Issues of poverty are
which was
always important,” Dove
a response
said. “This is especially
to the Great
the case given some
Two public lectures
Depresof the recent talks and
will be held in conjuncsion, and
arguments that have been
tion with the Underwhat
we
put forth regarding things
graduate Research Conare
seeing
like income inequality in
ference on Liberty and
today
in
the U.S., whether or not
Burt W. Folsom
the American Tradition. Lawrence W. Reed
a number
it’s
a problem and what
The Manuel H. Johnson Center for of policy responses from both the
we
should
do
about
those issues.”
Political Economy will be hosting Bush and Obama administrations
the research conference and has
Reed’s lecture will be held on
in response to the financial crisis of
invited two keynote speakers to give
April
17 at 9 a.m. in Bibb Graves
2007-2008 are similar.”
lectures on April 16 and 17.
Room 129.
Folsom’s lecture will be held on
Burt W. Folsom, a professor of
Both lectures are free and open to
April
16 at 6 p.m. in Bibb Graves
history at Hillsdale College and the
the
public.
historian-in-residence at the Foun- Room 129.
“These lectures will give us hisdation for Economic Education, will
Lawrence W. Reed, president torical context to learn what was
be giving his lecture titled “Was the of the Foundation for Economic
done in the past to alleviate these
New Deal a Raw Deal?”
Education, will be giving a lecture economic problems, how some of
Folsom will be discussing the titled “Presidents and Poverty:
those actions might be adopted today
history behind the New Deal and the Wisdom from 19th Century
and how they compare and contrast
economic consequences involved.
American Chief Executives.”
with what we see today,” Dove said.
John A. Dove, a professor of
Reed’s lecture will focus on how
For more information on these
economics at Troy, said, “Folsom’s presidents through U.S. history, eslectures or the research conference,
talk is important because a lot of pecially during the 19th century,
call 334-808-6582 or email johnsonwhat we saw during the New Deal, addressed the issue of poverty.
centerevents@troy.edu.
Destiny Hosmer
Staff Writer
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POPulus

continued from page 1

adorable. I’m really glad it happened.”

The group will perform in Cochran, Georgia, at
Middle Georgia State College on April 8; Clearwater,
Florida, at Countryside High School on April 9; and at
Universal Studios' Music Plaza Stage on April 10.

Wyatt Edmondson, a junior music industry major
from Montgomery and one of the lead singers for
POPulus, said that he has learned a lot while performing with the group over the last three years.

“I've been here since I was a freshman,” Edmondson
said. “POPulus has been an amazing experience for me
because I’ve learned a lot of things about what it’s like
in the professional music industry, while having fun at
the same time.”
Edmondson said that the group has changed throughout his three years.

“I’ve watched the program grow, and it’s tripled in
quality. It’s crazy how far we’ve gotten in just three
years. I could see this program in five years, 10 years,
being something that is nationally recognized and
draws people from all over to come and be a part of it.”
Edmondson said he will take his experiences with
POPulus with him after he graduates.

“Because of the stuff I've learned here, I'm able to go
and apply it in the real world now and after I graduate.”

Troy showcases student research
Cassie Gibbs
News Editor

Troy University highlighted the work of
its students during its inaugural research
conference.
The Troy University Student Research
Conference was held on Friday, April 2, in
Hawkins-Adams-Long Hall of Honor.
The conference allowed both undergraduate
and graduate students to showcase their work
in different categories.
These categories include: Language Acquisition, Politics and History, Criminal
Justice, Computing and Sports, Healthcare
Issues, Management and Job Satisfaction, and
Workplace and Classroom Diversity.
Lauren Molella, a senior double majoring
in biomedical sciences and psychology from
Millbrook, New York, presented her research
during the conference. She said that the event
was a great way to show student work that

would normally be overlooked.

Caitlin Collins
photo

“I thought it was a great opportunity because
undergraduate research is not very prevalent
at our university,” Molella said. “I think it’s
something we’ve been working towards and,
not only is it a great resume builder, but it’s
also a chance to talk about something that’s
close to your heart.”

Robert Diaz,
a senior business major
from Dothan,
presented his research paper at
Troy University’s
first Student
Research
Conference,
which was held
on Friday, April
3, in HAL Hall.
His paper was
titled “Gender
Differences and
Using ‘Tee Ups’ to
Facilitate Group
Meetings.”

Each session was also moderated by Troy
students.

Ben Robertson, a professor of English and
the creator of the research conference, said that
the event was a great way to see the work of
students from different majors.

“It is really nice to see the students come
up here and present,” Robertson said. “As a
professor, you see the papers a lot of the time,
but you don’t actually get to see the students,
particularly from other disciplines, sharing
their work. It’s exciting.”

Diwali Day a holiday?

Group rallies for schools to recognize Hindu holiday
Priyanka Sharma
Staff Writer
The Universal Society
of Hinduism is asking
for a school holiday for a
major festival: Diwali.
The group said that all
private and public schools
in
Alabama
should
recognize the autumn
holiday because they have
a significant number of
Hindus.
Diwali, often called the
festival of lights, is the
celebration of new beginnings and the triumph of
good over evil and light
over darkness.
Rajan Zed, president of
the Universal Society of
Hinduism, said that the
unfairness of not having
a Hindu holiday recognized does not send a
good signal to the impressionable minds of schoolchildren who will be the
leaders of tomorrow.
“Holidays of all major
religions
should
be
honored, and no one should
be penalized for practic-

ing their religion,” Zed
said. “Since it is important
for Hindu families to
celebrate Diwali Day
together at home with
their children, we do not
want our children to have
to take absences on this
day. Closing schools on
Diwali would ensure that,
and it would be a step in
the right direction.”
Zed said that recognizing the holiday would help
Alabamians become more
receptive to all religions.
“The awareness about
other religions by holidays
like Diwali would make
the Alabama people wellnurtured, well-balanced
and educated towards
other religions.”
Rudhra
Mathiarasan,
a graduate international
relations student from
Mumbai, India, and vice
president of the Indian
Student Association, said,
“The holiday could be a
good opportunity for us
to share our Indian culture
with others. It can be a
good example of cultural

diversity.”

“However, for the
students who are away
from their home, there is
not a lot they can do in the
day, as presence of family
is equally important for
the festival.”
Tejpal Reddy Sama, a
graduate computer science
student from Hyderabad,
India, and the president of
ISA, said he supports the
idea of recognizing the
Hindu holiday.

“I think it is a really
good idea. This is the
biggest festival we have,
and a (school) holiday
on that day would be the
biggest gift we could get.
“That is the time when
we miss our families the
most. Even if we have
an event that day, a lot of
them cannot get involved
since we have a workday.
So, if it was a holiday,
we could celebrate it in
a better way. I strongly
believe that we should
have a holiday.”

Standing up for freedom
Caleb Hicks photo

Troy University’s International Justice
Mission is holding a two-day event recognizing the issue of modern day slavery. According to the group’s Facebook
page, IJM “works as a campus group
as well as with the community to seek
justice for victims of sexual violence,
sex trafficking, illegal property seizure,
illegal detention, gender-based violence, and forced labor slavery.” The
#Stand4Freedom event includes prayer
walks on campus, held on April 8, and
IJM members standing for a 24-hour
period. To learn more, visit ijm.org/
stand.
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Dedication leads to Sun Belt title
Alyse Nelson
Features Editor
Most of us do not include a
60-mile, eight-hour bike ride in
our average weekend plans.
But at least one woman on
campus does, and she has been
named Mid-Major All American
in the Sun Belt Conference for
basketball.
Ashley Beverly Kelley, a
junior exercise science major
from Birmingham, received that
honor after some impressive
game statistics this season.
“They pick some of the
schools from each division and
they pick the best people out of
those divisions,” Kelley said.
“Only three people out of the
Sun Belt got it.”
Early in this season, Kelley
scored her 1,000th career point
and is now with 1,316 points

as the season nears its end. She
scored 46 points in a single
game against Georgia Southern,
a record for
all
Division
I players this
season.
“We got a
20-win season,
which
hasn’t
happened in a
long time,” she
also said.
Kelley credits
her
success
to both early
coaching and recently increased
preparation for games.
Beginning basketball when
she was in third grade, Kelley
remembers watching her uncle
coaching her cousins. He
now coaches for the Arkansas
Razorbacks.

“It’s always been around my
family, but never with the girls
except one,” she said. “I just
kept doing it
because it runs
in my family
and it was fun.”
Recruited
by Troy after
a showcase in
North Carolina,
Kelley
has
e n j o y e d
improving
her gameplay
during her time
at the college
level.
“I keep striving to get better
even though each year I’m
rewarded with something,”
Kelley said. “I always try to
find something to get better at
because I know I can be a better
player.”

“Even though
you’re down,
you have to stay
encouraged
to have better
progress.”

Kelley said she has increased
her time at the gym as well as
trying to find other ways to
improve her gameplay.
“I bought a bike to get me
some extra exercise,” she said.
One weekend, beginning at 5
a.m., Kelley and her boyfriend
rode their bikes a total of 60
miles through both Brantley and
Luverne.
Laughing, she notes that she
didn’t actually intend for the
trip to be that long and that it’s
important to remember that
however far you bike, you have
to bike back the same distance.
“I guess it’s helped me,”
Kelley said of the sport. “Say
we’re having a bad season and
trying to progress. Even though
you’re down, you have to stay
encouraged to have better
progress.”
After graduation, she hopes

to make it into professional
basketball.
“I want to continue to pursue
my basketball dreams,” Kelley
said. “Hopefully, I get to open
up my own gym after I get done
playing so I can help the little
kids in the community.”
She also mentioned that she
would like to go back to school
for dentistry.
Though she has received a
lot of individual recognition
this year, Kelley’s favorite
basketball memories involve
playing with her team.
Her favorite memory from
this season was beating South
Louisiana after being down by
30 points and then coming back.
Teammate Aissata Maiga scored
the game-winning shot.
“I was happy that she got the
game-winning shot and she was
happy.”

Joshua Thurston photo (left), April Irvin photo (right)

Ashley Beverly Kelley, a junior exercise science major from Birmingham, plays during a game against the University of Louisiana at Monroe this
season (left). Kelley said she devotes time and effort into practice for the fun of the game as well as how it’s helped her progressing in life.

Inaugural Peace Walk
Alyse Nelson
Features Editor

Troy University is
hosting the inaugural
Peace Walk this Saturday
in celebration of the first
rounds of training for
newly implemented “Safe
Zones.”
Amanda Dickey, a
graduate clinical mental
health counseling student,
said that she and some
peers have been working
on the project since
learning about the Safe
School Coalition during a
convention.
According
to
the
Alabama Safe Schools
Coalition website, the
group “seeks to provide
the impetus and resources
needed to make Alabama
schools safe learning
environments for all
students.”
Training will be held
tomorrow and is open
to any faculty member
who wishes to attend.
Subsequent training will
occur once a semester.
Training will cover
matters
concerning
LGBTQ+,
disabled
and hearing issues that
students commonly face.
“We’re trying to foster
a
safe
environment
for
all
marginalized
populations,” Dickey said.
After
completing
training, a sticker will
be placed on that faculty
member’s office door,
indicating a safe zone.
“Their office is a safe
place to go if they are
experiencing difficulties
and they will get the help
they need,” Dickey said.
She said that these
difficulties
could
be
anything
from
homesickness to bigger
issues requiring referral

to a better source, such
as a counselor or other
professional.
“Everybody
has
struggles, and they’re not
alone,” she said.
“Everything has been
positive so far,” Dickey
said. “We hope to have
good participation at
the
training
Friday.
Troy has been very
accommodating.”
To kick this off, the
student-led initiative has
organized a Peace Walk.
Anyone is welcome to
come out for the cause,
from individuals to groups
and clubs on campus to
the public.
The walk will be held
Saturday, April 11, at 11
a.m. Those walking will
begin at the main quad
and turn onto Luther
Drive, passing by the new
Alumni Hall construction,
Trojan Center, Pace Hall
and eventually Hawkins
Hall as the route circles
back to the quad.
There will be no cost
to those wishing to

participate.
Walkers can carry any
kind of signs and banners
that they wish, but
anything with hate speech
will not be allowed.
Troy University will be
providing water and ice
for those walking, and a
van will be driving behind
walkers to transport those
unable to walk or too tired
to continue. Dickey said
there will be plenty of
places along the walking
route to sit and rest.
The Human Rights
Campaign
and
the
American Civil Liberties
Union will be in attendance
as well as Free2Be,
an organization out of
Huntsville in support of
the LGBTQ+ community.
These groups will be
giving out information on
the quad.
“We’re really excited,
and hopefully we’ll have
more next year,” Dickey
said. “It’s about us coming
together and working for
one cause: peace.”

Jennifer Carlisle photo

Stickers such as the one above will be placed
on the office doors of faculty who have
completed the training, indicating that this is a
safe space to talk openly.
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Filing your taxes: an art to learn
There is a failure-to-file
penalty and a failure-to-pay
penalty, according to the IRS
website.

Tyler Wooley
Contributor
The April 15 deadline to file
taxes is right around the corner,
and some students may not
know exactly what to do.
There are two ways to send
your taxes to the Internal
Revenue Service: electronically
and by mail.
Both of these methods have
positive and negative aspects.
With the timing being so
close to the deadline, many
students are thinking about
filing electronically.
Submitting your taxes electronically has benefits that
include accuracy, efficiency and
safety.
Amber Robinson, a junior
English
education
major
from Clio, has filed her taxes
before. She prefers filing them
electronically.
“I did the e-filing, and it was
really easy,” Robinson said.
Robinson said she was
surprised at how long she waited
to get her refund, though.
“I filed at the beginning of
February and didn’t get my
refund until March,” she said.
Electronically
submitting
taxes means the IRS does not
have to retype your information,
so there is less chance for error
and it takes less time.
Most of the time, e-filing is
also faster than filing by mail.
According to the TurboTax
website, filing electronically
and selecting a direct deposit
into a bank account is the fastest
way to receive your refund.
Safety is an important concern

According to the website,
filing your taxes late will usually
earn you a penalty of 5 percent
of unpaid taxes for each month
or part of a month your return is
late. The penalty will not exceed
25 percent of unpaid taxes.
The failure-to-pay penalty is
usually much lower, 0.5 percent.
If you can do your own taxes,
kudos to you.

If you need a little help, that’s
fine, since there is plenty of it
available.

Jennifer Carlisle photo

Meredith Hidle, a senior biomedical sciences major from Dothan, reviewing her taxes.
Students can file their taxes electronically, which makes the process faster and safer.

for many people because these
documents contain personal
information.
The IRS website says that
filing electronically and depositing a refund directly into a
bank account or prepaid debit
card avoids the possibility of
information or a check being
stolen.
Once your taxes are submitted
to the IRS, you also receive a
confirmation or rejection notice
within 24 hours. This assists
you if there are any problems
with your forms, and can tell
you how to fix them.
Many websites that prepare

taxes have also become more
user-friendly in recent years.
This means it should be easier
than it has ever been to file
electronically.
Filing your taxes by mail
(either by yourself, or by using
a preparer) has some ups and
downs, also.
Paper filing can be slower,
sometimes taking up to eight
weeks.
This is not the case for
everybody, however.
Cole Grant, a freshman
nursing major from Andalusia,
said he received his refund in
about a week.

This is the first year Grant
has had to file taxes. Instead of
filing electronically, he used a
company.
“I got mine done at the same
place my parents get theirs
done,” Grant said.
“I just handed them my stuff
and it was basically done,”
Grant said, commenting on how
easy it was to let someone else
deal with his taxes.
The deadline for filing and
paying taxes that you owe is
April 15 unless you get an
extension.
It is important to file taxes on
time to avoid a late penalty.

Just make sure you file,
double check the numbers and
avoid a late penalty.

Last year I got married and
moved, two changes in my life
that had an effect on my tax
return this year.
I filed my taxes using
TaxACT online and paid $12.99
for my federal return and $7 for
my first state return. Subsequent
state returns are $14.99 each.

I use this website because
I created an account and can
use information from previous
returns on the present return.

Most of the work required in
doing my taxes now is doublechecking personal information
and inputting financial information directly from my W-2 form.

Minimum wage not enough
Hannah Hartline
Staff writer

A large number of
students work part-time
minimum-wage jobs in
order to support themselves
through the college years.
Many also have the idea
that if they can work hard
enough, minimum wage can
put them through college
without the need for federal
loans.
Unfortunately, that might
not be the case.
I have worked a job since
I was 16 years old, many
of them minimum wage. In
the job I currently hold, I
earn less than a dollar above
minimum wage, but I still
have to take out student
loans in order to pay for rent
and other expenses that my
scholarships do not cover.
I currently owe over
$18,000 in loans, but still
I work in order to pay for
things that amount does not
cover like food or gas. Loans
were never something that
I took lightly, but looking
back now, I wish that I could
have had a better opportunity to keep myself out of
them for as long as possible.
According to Alabama
Possible, Alabama is the
seventh poorest state in the
nation, and Pike County
falls within the 16 counties
that have the highest poverty
Seth Nicholson level, at 26.7 percent.

In 2014, the federal
minimum wage was $7.25
per hour and the poverty
threshold for a single person
of Alabama was $11,670.
In 2014, the cost of attendance for Troy University
was $21,833. Note that this
is only the cost of attendance, not the cost of living.
The figure includes transportation and housing plus
an allowance for personal
expenses, but tuition alone
is just a couple of thousand
dollars below the poverty
level.
A single student has to
work a minimum wage
job for approximately 32
hours a week, every week
for a year, just to break the
poverty level in Alabama.
That is $10,163 less than the
total amount needed to pay
for one year of college.
Minimum wage is falling
behind every year as the
costs of living rise all
around. Students live with
the stereotype of eating
instant noodles because it’s
a reality.
Currently, minimum wage
can barely afford to push
a full-time worker with a
family over the poverty
level. Minimum wage is
failing students, forcing
more to look to loans in
order to pay for college.
Abigail Gibbs, a senior
social work major from

Mobile,
agreed
that
minimum wage is not
enough for a student to make
satisfactory strides towards
achieving financial success.
Gibbs
worked
three
minimum wage jobs in 2013
to support herself. However,
she said that even with three
jobs, it was not enough to
provide for herself.
“I don’t know how I
worked three jobs,” Gibbs
said. “I had a job for morning,
afternoon and night, with
classes in between.
“I’d go home too
exhausted to do homework,
and almost lost my scholarship because of it, but I
managed find a way to bring
my grades up enough to
keep it.”
Gibbs also said that no
matter how hard she tried,
she was not able to save
money while working three
jobs.
“I was not getting enough
hours at any of them to
get ahead,” Gibbs said. “I
think they are not giving
you enough money to save
because they want to keep
you in the minimum-wage
cycle.”
Minimum wage is failing
this generation of students.
Without competitive wages
across the nation, more and
more people will fall into
the pit of poverty. Many of
us are already there.
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Troy Chorale to sing in the spring
Lacey Alexander
Staff Writer

The Troy University Concert Chorale brings
its singing talents to Troy in late April.
The Concert Chorale, a chamber choir of
roughly 30 students that is directed by Diane
Orlofsky, will be presenting its spring performance on April 21 at 7 p.m.
The group will be performing in collaboration with the Troy University Irish and Guitar
ensembles, as well as theater professor Quinton
Cockrell.
Chorale rehearses during class three times
a week. The group has been rehearsing some
songs that are in foreign languages, such as
Italian and Gaelic.
“About a third of the students are nonmajors
in the Chorale,”said Orlofsky, director of choirs.
“It’s a matter of presenting it so that everyone
is comfortable. I really try for an environment
where everybody’s talent is respected.”
Robert Gibson, who leads the guitar ensemble,
and Brett Woods, who leads the Irish ensemble,
will also be active in the performance of the
concert. Becky Bush will be accompanying the
choir on piano.
Quinton Cockrell will be participating by
reading poems from the different cultures and
eras that the songs will be representing. “It helps
tie it all together,” Orlofsky said.
“I use student undergraduate and graduate
conductors, which is really rare,” Orlofsky said.
Two undergraduate music majors will conducting in the Chorale concert.
“They take a piece from the page to the stage,”
Orlofsky said.
“I use a lot of students in front of their peers
because I feel like that helps to teach them many

different things,” Orlofsky said.
Concert Chorale and Troy’s Vocal Jazz group,
frequency, were invited to the State Music
Education Conference in Montgomery. “It’s

“If it doesn’t
speak to me,
we don’t do
it.”
very rare that two groups from one school both
get invited to the main stage. We were honored,”
Orlofsky said.
“The choir needs an opportunity to communicate to the larger community,” Orlofsky said.
“To bring the whole process full circle, the performance is important.”
The choir performs many times a year and
will be working with guest choirs this semester.
“I think in an ensemble it’s not about being the
best. It’s not about the one voice. It’s about the
community,” Orlofsky said.
Orlofsky begins looking for material for the
choirs a year in advance and has already begun
looking for next year’s pieces. “If it doesn’t
speak to me, we don’t do it,” she said. “If I’m
gonna spend half of the year teaching it to the
kids, I’ve gotta love it.”
Hannah McGaha photo
The concert, “Folk Songs and Madrigals,” Members of the Concert Chorale prepare for the concert on
will be held in the choir room of Long Hall. Tuesday, April 21, in the choir room of Long Hall at 7 p.m.
Admission is free to everyone.

Frequency to welcome warm weather with show
Vocal jazz group will sing its spring concert ‘Travels’ to end year
Lacey Alexander
Staff Writer

Frequency, the Troy University Vocal Jazz Ensemble, sings
its jazz tunes in concert later this
April.
Frequency is composed of
12 student vocalists and is led
by professor of music Diane
Orlofsky. They will be performing its spring concert, titled
“Travels,” in the choir room of
Long Hall on Tuesday, April 28,
at 7 p.m.
Frequency was started by
Orlofsky in 2009.
“Colleges pretty much everywhere for the previous 10 to 15
years had been doing vocal jazz.
It was huge other places,” she
said. “So with a very diverse
program like we have, it made
perfect sense.”
Orlofsky also said there is
a lot of educational value in
having the ensemble.
“It provides the students with
high-quality literature, and the
music is difficult,” Orlofsky
said.
“It’s big in the area of recruiting … A lot of high schools in
this area have show choirs. It’s
something that they can segue
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Frequency is a vocal jazz group that has been around for six years. The group will be
performing on Tuesday, April 28, in the choir room in Long Hall 7 p.m.

into when they reach the college
level.” Orlofsky also said that
the current ensemble is made up
of many seniors and that next
year will focus on filling those
spots.
“Next year is a rebuilding year
for us. A lot of these students

have been with me for a long
time… It’s sort of bittersweet,”
Orlofksy said. “You see them
coming in, and you see them
going out, and you see what a
full package they’ve become.”
Frequency collaborated with
the dance department last spring

when they performed an a
capella piece for the dancers to
perform to.
“I think it just makes us all
richer if we reach across and
pull in other people to add to
what we do,” Orlofsky said.
Half of the ensemble are

nonmusic majors.
“They’ve got great voices.
It’s a great place for them,”
Orlofsky said.
Frequency participated in
the first Vocal Jazz Invitational
earlier this semester.
High school students were
invited on the campus to observe
and listen to frequency.
“We’re never not ready to do
a performance,” Orlofsky said.
“Performance can take place in
many different ways.”
Orlofsky also said that
working with these musical
groups gives everyone a
stronger sense of community.
“Each of those voices on
12 microphones is important.
Each person’s got to be ready,”
Orlofsky said.
“It’s just the family atmosphere … there’s so much more
than the notes on the page.”
“They’ve pushed themselves
to explore these different levels,
and I’m proud of them for that,”
Orlofsky said.
“They desire to communicate
their love of the music.”
The concert will feature both
accompanied and a capella performances. Admission will be
free of charge.
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It’s on us to be a part of the solution
Students take the pledge to help curb sexual violence
Grishma Rimal
Variety Editor

One of the most underreported crimes in the U.S. is the
topic of discussion this month at
Troy University. April is sexual
assault awareness month, and
the Student Counseling Center
is organizing an array of activities to help raise awareness on
the subject.
“The statistics are roughly
one in four, one in five college
students will be sexually
assaulted during their college
years,” said Jenny Duncan,
assistant coordinator of the
Student Counseling Center.
“That is a huge number. And we
are naive to think that it doesn’t
happen here.”
“We know for a fact it does
because that’s the nature of
what our office does. We
provide counseling and support
and advocacy to victims.”
Duncan said their objective
is to make students aware that
anyone can be a victim of this
crime and no one is immune to
it. She said that because many
cases go unreported, people
don’t hear about it and think it
is unlikely to befall them.
The counseling center aims to
make people realize the contrary
and inform them of the steps
that can be taken to prevent it
and the resources available for
help if it happens to them or
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The Student Counseling Center placed a banner outside Trojan Center where students
could come and place handprints to show their support for the survivors of sexual violence and to take a stand against such crimes.

anyone else they know.
Representatives
of
the
Student Counseling Center
held an event last week on the
main quad where they handed
out promotional and educational materials to students. On
Tuesday, they hosted the “These
Hands Don’t Hurt” event.
“So we just ask students
to come out and put their
hand(prints) on the banner
to show their support for the

survivors of sexual violence
and also to take a stand against
it,” said Kimbrlei McCain, a
clinical mental health graduate
student from Chelsea.
“Every year we are out here
doing this, and every year the
banner gets full,” Duncan said.
“We have a lot of students that
come out. There are a lot of
students that look for this event,
and they are more than happy to
participate because they believe

in what it stands for.”
According to Duncan, one
of the big topics that they are
pushing this year is consent and
what it means. “We are defining
it, what consent is and what it’s
not, because the reality is a lot
of people don’t know.”
The Student Counseling
Center will also be organizing a
sensitivity training for the Troy
University and city of Troy
police officers who respond to

sexual assault calls.
Throughout the month, it will
also be promoting the “It’s On
Us” pledge campaign, which is
a government-funded program
that encourages everybody to
take the pledge to not commit,
condone or remain silent about
sexual violence.
“By taking the pledge, what
you’re saying is that you are
not going to be a bystander to
the problem, but a part of the
solution,” Duncan said. “If you
see someone that’s in danger or
if you see something that’s suspicious, you are not just going
to ignore it or turn the other
cheek.
“You are going to speak up.
You are going to try to help
them. If somebody comes and
tells you that they’ve been
sexually assaulted, you are
going to believe them and
support them any way you can.”
Students can go to itsonus.
org to find more details on the
program and take the pledge.
The criminal justice department is also getting involved in
raising awareness about sexual
violence with a sexual assault
symposium that will be held on
April 9 on the main quad from
8:30-9:30 a.m. The criminal
justice victomology class will be
doing a poster presentation and
a browse session for students to
view and raise questions on the
issue.

Creating the best first impression on paper
Beth Hyatt
Copy Editor
As graduation day draws near, many
students eagerly await the moment they
will walk across the stage, while others
dread it. Job interviews and graduate
school applications are quickly approaching, and the preparation for these
can be overwhelming.
Because such huge life decisions are
looming, this time of the semester can be
one of the most stressful for any upperclassman. One thing, though, can make
it a little easier to handle: an organized
resume.
Many students are not aware of how
important a resume actually is. Emily
Lincoln, a sophomore math education
major from Greenville, recognizes a
resume as one of the most important
documents a student can have.
“Resumes help employers more efficiently sort through potential employees
to find those who stand out for the
specific job,” she said. “Resumes can tell
employers a lot about your achievements
and professionalism. They allow you to
impress your future employer without
even meeting them yet.”
So, how can you be sure that your
name stands out against all of the other
millions of applications? Sounds like it’s
time to pay a visit to Career Services in
Eldridge Hall.
Emily Reiss, a student affairs counseling graduate student from Prattville and
a career services counselor, tells students

about the importance of a resume.
“A resume is the first impression that an
employer is ever going to have of you,”
she said. “It is difficult to overcome a
bad first impression. If you send in a bad
resume, then you’re giving the employer
a bad first impression before they even
get the chance to meet you.”
Reiss encourages students to get
involved as soon as they get to college.
Participation in more activities and organizations will give a student ample
amounts of resources for a resume.
Activities such as volunteer work,
on-campus organization involvement,
jobs, workships and leadership positions
are always excellent items to have on
a resume because they show future
employers that you work well with
others and can handle responsibility.
When creating a resume, it is
important to keep information as up to
date as possible. According to Reiss,
“High school information needs to come
off” by your junior and senior years of
college.
Once you enter college, begin keeping
track of any accomplishments, awards
or honors you receive. Keep these items
saved in a Word document and continue
to add to it. If you have any employment
at all, add that to the list. Even positions
such as a baby sitter, church pianist or
receptionist can look good and advertise
your skills.
It is also important to give a few
details about what kind of work you did
at your jobs or in your organizations so
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Rachel Browder (left), a freshman psychology major from Killen, with
Emily Reiss, a career counselor at Eldridge Hall, working over her resume.

that employers understand what you are
qualified to do. Make sure to keep information short and sweet so employers are
able to read the resume quickly if need
be. Bullet points are the preferred choice
when listing duties performed or tasks
completed in a job setting.
When applying for jobs, make sure
that the information on your resume is
tailored to fit the job description. Match
your skills with the ones listed on the
application to show employers you are
exactly the person they are looking for.
Career Services has multiple staff
members dedicated to helping students

succeed and resources open to all who
are interested in using them. They offer
career counseling, resume and cover
letter preparation documents, mock
interview sessions, and many other
resources such as those.

A resume is considered a “living
document,” which means that it will constantly be updated as long as you live.
Continue to update it and get involved
around the campus and the city.
Career Services is located in Eldridge
Hall Room 104. Any student seeking
resume or career advice is welcome.

Last week’s Sudoku Solutions
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Boons granted in Boone
Trojans take the series win against conference opponent Appalachian State
Wes Fortson
Staff Writer
The Troy baseball team
traveled to Boone, North
Carolina, and defeated Appalachian State in a three-game conference series.
The Trojans fought to win the
series 2-1 after they erased a 3-0
deficit in game one.
On Friday, April 3, junior
pitcher Grant Bennett and Troy
put together a solid 6-3 victory.
Bennett put together another
stellar start as he earned his
sixth win of the season.
The Mountaineers got up on
the board quickly while Bennett
struggled to settle down on the
mound, and they established a
3-0 lead by the third inning.
Two of the Mountaineers’
runs were from a lone Troy
error in the third.
The Trojans regrouped and
started to claw their way back
when the fifth inning rolled
around.
With two outs in the top of the
fifth, senior center fielder Clay
Holcomb hit a single and stole
second before freshman left
fielder Reid Long followed him
up with an RBI single to finally
put the Trojans on the board.
Junior right fielder Logan
Hill was thought to be struck
out swinging, but reached first
when the pitch escaped Appalachian State’s catcher. This error
allowed Long to score.
The very next inning, Troy
tied up the score 3-3 with
an RBI single to right center
by freshman shortstop Matt
Sanders, who knocked in senior
second baseman Nick Masonia.
In a desperate attempt to steal
away the game, junior pinch
hitter Peyton Fuller came in
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Senior second baseman Nick Masonia scored in the sixth inning after freshman shortstop
Matt Sanders hit an RBI single against Appalachian State on Friday, April 3.

clutch and hit an RBI single that
scored redshirt freshman pinch
runner Shaw Pinnell and put the
Trojans in the lead 4-3.
To lead off the ninth, Long
sent a solo shot to right field for
his fifth home run of the season
and for Troy’s fifth run of the
game.
After another error by the
Mountaineers, the Trojans
scored their final run and won
6-3.
On Saturday, April 4, the two
teams faced off for game two

of the series, but Troy couldn’t
find the runs to erase the deficit
this time and fell 5-2 to the
Mountaineers.
Sophomore designated hitter
Matt Brill helped Appalachian
State score its first run of the
game in the bottom of the
second with a single to center
field that scored senior third
baseman Noah Holmes.
The following inning, Holmes
got a pair of RBIs himself with
a double to center field that
stretched the lead to 3-0.

This time Troy answered with
a couple of runs of its own in the
top of the fourth and shortened
the deficit to just one run.
However, those were the only
runs for the Trojans during the
game
The Mountaineers managed
to scrape together a couple more
runs in the bottom of the fourth
to bring the final score to 5-2.
In the third game of the series
on Sunday, April 5, Troy put
together a 12-5 win.
Sophomore third baseman TJ

Binder kicked off the scoring
spree for Troy in the first inning
with an RBI walk that advanced
Hill to home plate.
Both teams combined for
seven runs in the first inning and
brought the score to 4-3 with the
Mountaineers on top.
After the Trojans gathered up
a couple more runs in the third
and fourth innings, they took
the lead, and then managed to
tack on another five runs in the
fifth.
The fifth-inning streak started
off when redshirt junior catcher
Tripp Calhoun reached on a
fielder’s choice and scored
Binder from third.
Long singled through to left
field and scored Holcomb and
Fuller.
The next batter, Masonia, hit
a sacrifice fly ball to center field
that allowed Calhoun to come
home.
Hill followed up Masonia
with an RBI single that scored
Long and boosted the Trojans to
a 10-4 lead.
In the top of the seventh, both
Calhoun and Masonia added a
couple of RBIs to the board and
stretched Troy’s lead to 12-4.
Later, the Mountaineers
added one more run to the board
with the help of a Troy error, but
the Trojans held on 12-5.
Troy totaled 14 stolen bases
in the series against Appalachian State.
Troy played Kennesaw State
at home on Wednesday, April 8,
and lost 3-2.
The Trojan baseball team
will be back in action versus
Arkansas State on Friday, April
10, at Riddle-Pace Field at 6
p.m.

Fast and furious: Track sets new records
Jill Odom
Sports Editor

The Troy track and field team raised
the bar at the Tiger Track Classic and
23 Trojans set new personal records
throughout the events on Friday, April 3,
and Saturday, April 4.
The Trojans traveled to Auburn for the
event, and Sun Belt rival South Alabama
was among the competitors.
In the women’s javelin, sophomore
Riley Schwietz earned sixth place after
a 39.35-meter throw, barely missing her
previous personal record.
Fellow sophomore Aleeah Stigarll
broke her own record with her javelin
reaching 31.04 meters.
Sophomore Allison Taylor surpassed
her previous record for the hammer
throw by a meter, making her new best
43.31 meters.
For the women’s triple jump,
sophomore Nesha Defoe was also successful at topping her record. Her new
leap was 11.39 meters.
Senior Douglas Dyer earned 10th
place in the men’s javelin throw, beating
out two Auburn athletes with his 51.25meter throw. Dyer’s throw eclipsed his
previous record.
The last Trojan to set a new personal
best on Friday, April 3, was sophomore
Jonathan Valdez, who made a 41.01
meter heave in the men’s hammer throw.
On Saturday, the final day of the Tiger
Track Classic, junior Julia Ostendorf
took home first place in the 3,000-meter
steeplechase. She crossed the finish line
at 11:00.38.
Three Trojans showed off their speed
in the women’s 100-meter dash and set
new personal records. Freshman Sydney

Wright finished sixth in 11.73 seconds.
Senior Paige McMillan placed 15th
in 12.02 seconds, and freshman Aubrey
West followed up shortly after in 12.69
seconds.
Wright took home another top-10 finish
on Saturday, placing fifth in the women’s
200-meter dash and setting a new time.
Junior Cameia Alexander broke her old
record with a time of 24.87 seconds in
the same event.
The Trojans also broke individual
records in the 3,000-meter run, including
sophomore Mikayla Hodges and
freshman Sara Zylstra.
In the field events for the women,
freshman Corina Cox led the Trojans by
earning second place in the discus with a
51.69 meter toss.
Freshman Jaevyn Worthham earned
10th place in the shot put and set a new
personal best in the discus, thanks to a
45.59-meter throw that netted her ninth
place.
Stigarll took home 11th place in the
women’s long jump, and senior Alexus
Cobbs was close behind in 13th. Stigarll
and Cobbs leapt 5.71 meters and 5.62
meters, respectively.
Sophomore Cameron Rice led things
on the men’s side, placing 10th in the
200-meter run, clocking in at a new best
of 21.49 seconds.
Freshman CJ Phillip also set a new
personal record in the men’s pole vault
and finished 11th.
In the men’s 3,000-meter run,
sophomore Tim Bulger wrapped things
up for the Trojans in 13th place.
April Irvin photo
Troy will travel to Mobile for the South
Junior Jason Iles practices his hurdles for the upcoming South Alabama
Alabama Invitational on Friday, April 10,
Invitational in Mobile on Friday, April 10, and Saturday, April 11.
and Saturday, April 11.
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Clipping the Warhawks’ wings

Troy softball sweeps Sun Belt Conference No. 3 ULM at home
Michael Shipma
Staff Writer
The Troy softball team took the series sweep against
the University of Louisiana-Monroe at home with a pair
of wins on Friday, April 3, and another on Saturday,
April 4.
The Trojans (22-17, 7-5 Sun Belt) have now won four
straight, as they held off tough conference opponent
ULM (24-12, 8-5 Sun Belt).
The first game of the series was a hard-fought, downto-the-wire matchup between the pitchers that required
extra innings to settle.
Senior pitcher Jaycee Affeldt pitched an excellent
game from the mound for the Trojans, recording eight
strikeouts, and allowed only one run in nine innings.
Sophomore pitcher Melanie Coyne led the Warhawks,
holding Troy to just three hits, and had four strikeouts.
ULM’s sophomore left fielder Rochelle Roberts
opened up the scoring in the third inning, reaching
home on a throwing error after stealing third base. It
was the only run ULM scored in the game.
The Trojans were held scoreless through six innings,
and looked as if they might be shut out.
However, junior designated player Ashley Rainey hit
a solo bomb over the left field fence to tie the game at
1-1 to force extra innings.
After a tense 1 1/2 innings, the stalemate ended when
sophomore right fielder Becca Hartley hit a walk-off
solo homer in the bottom of the ninth inning to give
Troy the 2-1 victory.
“I thought in the first game we came out a little slow,”
said head coach Beth Mullins. “But we won. We had
great pitching, great defense and timely hitting, and
that’s all I’ve asked of them.”
Troy took the momentum from game one and carried
it over into game two of the doubleheader on Friday
with a 9-3 victory.
ULM jumped out to a quick 2-0 lead in the first inning,
but scored only once more the entire game, thanks to
solid defensive play from the Trojans.
Affeldt, who pitched all three games of the series,
gave up six hits in game two, but the defense allowed
only three runs.
Junior catcher Hannah Day scored in the third inning
to tie the game on an RBI single from Rainey, who went
three for four at bat and finished with two RBIs.
Going into the bottom of the sixth inning down 3-2,
the Trojans blew the game wide open by reaping seven
runs.
Troy capitalized on a number of mistakes from the
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Freshman center fielder Carli Kayler scored in the fourth inning of game three against the
Warhawks on Saturday, April 4. Troy won the game 10-8.

Warhawks, with seven of its nine runs unearned.
When the dust settled after the sixth, the scoreboard
read 9-3 in favor of the Trojans, a lead they held onto in
the seventh inning to earn the comeback victory.
Both games of the doubleheader included late scoring
by the Trojans to come away with the win.
“A big focus of ours back in the fall was to finish,”
Mullins said. “When people get tired, you need to get
tougher and play better.”
The final game of the series was a high-scoring affair,
with junior left fielder Amanda Winters becoming the
first Trojan since Courtney Davis in 2008 to rack up
seven RBIs in a game.
Both teams traded runs in the first two innings of the
game, but ULM widened the gap with an explosive
four-run third inning to go up 5-1.
ULM produced a balanced scoring attack, with nine
different players recording a hit.

The Trojans refused to be put away so easily, however,
and responded with their own four-run inning in the
bottom of the third, courtesy of Winters’ two home runs.
With the bases loaded and one out, Winters stepped
up to the plate and sent the ball over the fence and tied
the game at five.
Troy completed the comeback in the fourth inning
with a two-run RBI from senior first baseman Michelle
Phelps as well as a three-run homer from Winters to
bring the score to 10-5 in favor of Troy.
The Trojan defense held off a late attempt at a
comeback by the Warhawks, refusing them the victory
late in the game to finish with the 10-8 victory.
Troy played on Tuesday, April 7, in a doubleheader
on the road at Southern Mississippi. For the full story
on the doubleheader, head to tropnews.com.
The Trojans will face Texas State on April 11 and 12
on the road.

