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Franchesca Perez
Staff Writer

The Student Govern-
ment Association passed 
a resolution with a 24-6 
vote allowing the delivery 
of nondenominational and 
voluntary prayers before 
university athletic events.

The resolution led to 
a great deal of discus-
sion Tuesday among 
SGA members, many for 
the resolution but some 

against it.
Those opposed to the 

resolution argued that 
having a prayer before 
athletic events violates 
the rights of those with 
different religious beliefs 
or those without any par-
ticular religious beliefs at 
all.

The senators for the res-
olution said that no one is 
forced to participate in the 
prayer and that the prayer 
does not recognize or ac-

knowledge a specific God 
or religion.

“Personally, I am a 
Christian and prayer is 
very important to me,” 
said Senator Amy Russo, 
a sophomore biomedical 
sciences major from Pace, 
Florida, who voted against 
the resolution.

“However, we attend a 
school in which there are 
multiple religions, and to

See SGA, page 2

Larry Willis
Staff Writer

Over 1,400 students have signed 
an online petition on change.org that 
requests the university administration “to 
build a parking deck.”

However, that petition is considered 
an informal one, according to Herbert 
Reeves, dean of student services.

“We know the petition is out there and 
a lot of people have signed it,” he said. 
“But as far as a formal petition being 
submitted to the university, we have not 
seen one.” 

According to Reeves, a petition must 
be submitted in writing to the Student 
Government Association.

“As far as the informal petition, I 
have not seen it,” he said. “Even when 
we receive it, it will take us some time 

to look at it because a parking deck is 
currently not a facility master plan as an 
immediate project.”

Reeves said there has to be a discus-
sion with the administration before a 
major decision is made.

“We’d have to look at a number of 
factors,” he said. 

Reeves said that he believes the parking 
lot by the Trojan Arena will be cleared 
soon, and the parking lot by Hawkins 
Hall will open today.

“Once the Hawkins lot opens, we will 
take a look at it and take a look at parking 
on campus during that time to make a 
decision,” he said.

Reeves said the university will re-
examine parking after the lot behind 
Hawkins Hall opens and will continue to 
work with the SGA on the issue.

Campus enrollment hits peak 
Tuition and scholarship requirements up

Online parking petition
not considered ‘formal’

Will Trump triumph? 
Students have their say

Destiny Hosmer
Staff Writer

The Alabama primary election is less 
than eight months away, and the current 
presidential candidates are racing for 
recognition with Donald Trump as the 
front runner for the Republicans.

Some despise Trump, some love 
him and some think he is just outright 
ridiculous. 

“Donald Trump is a joke,” said Kevin 
Reaves, a senior computer science 
major from Greenville. “But at least 
he’s a funny joke.” 

Whether you like him or not, his 
presence in the 2016 election cannot be 
ignored. 

This is particularly important for 
Alabama, which has historically been 
a Republican-voting state, with John 
McCain receiving over 60 percent of the 
state’s vote in 2008 and Mitt Romney 
receiving over 60 percent in 2012, 
according to Ballotpedia.

Before his involvement in politics, 
Trump was known for his fortune, his 
reality show “The Apprentice” and his 
brash demeanor.

His brash demeanor certainly has not 
changed during his campaigning, and 
America has taken notice. 

“His ‘no-nonsense, tell-it-as-it-is’ 
demeanor is unique in a time where 

audience pandering is commonplace 
of politicians,” said Morgan Hoggle, a 
senior economics major from Greens-
boro and chairman of the Troy College 
Republicans. 

“Mr. Trump has unquestionably found 
a way to be successful time and time 
again in the face of diversity,” Hoggle 
said.

“His stances on immigration, inter-
national trade, and military action are 
blunt and seemingly straightforward 
solutions to growing problem.”

One common issue many are having 
with Trump, however, is his inability to 
stick with a stance or a party. 

“Mr. Trump has been on record with 
some very different policy and morality 
views than those he sports today,” 
Hoggle said. 

“His past connections to the Clinton 
Foundation and organizations like

See Presidential race, page 2

SGA approves prayers
at all athletic events
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Senator Darunda Wilkins, a junior business major from Montgomery, at 
the SGA meeting on Tuesday night.

“Donald 
Trump is a 

joke.”

Lilly Casolaro
Staff Writer

Enrollment at 
the main Troy 

campus has gone up 
by 12 percent this year.

This comes 
d e s p i t e  

hikes in 
t u i t i o n 
fees and 
s c h o l -
a r s h i p 

a w a r d s 
b e c o m i n g 

more selective.
There are 2,362 new 

freshmen and transfer 
students at Troy this year. 
Last academic year, the 
number was 2,106.

“This is the most sig-
nificant increase the uni-

versity has seen in the last 
six years,” said Buddy 
Starling, dean of enroll-
ment management. 

Starling attributes this 
increase to a variety of 
factors, including effective 
recruiting and marketing,  
the efforts of faculty and 
staff, as well as current 
students and alumni 
sharing their Troy experi-
ence with others.

Tuition for the 2015-16 
academic year also 
increased by $15 per credit 
hour for undergraduate 
classes and by $32 for 
graduate classes compared 
to the 2014-15 academic 
year.

The increase in tuition 
from 2013-14 to 2014-15 
was $8 and $27 per credit 

hour for undergraduate 
and graduate classes and  
$15 and $31 from 2012-13 
to 2013-14. 

Current seniors who 
entered as freshmen in the 
2012-13 academic year 
have seen a 15.26 percent 
increase in tuition fees 
over the course of their 
time at Troy.

Adjustments have also 
been made to the eligi-
bility of the Millennium, 
Chancellor and Leadership 
scholarships.

The new require-
ments for the Millennium 
Scholar’s Award is 32 
ACT or 1420 SAT with a 
3.7 GPA; the Chancellor’s 
Award is 28 ACT or 1260 
SAT with a 3.5 GPA; and 
the Leadership scholarship 

is 23 ACT or 1070 SAT 
with a 3.0 GPA. 

The qualifications for 
ACT were increased by 
one point and the SAT 
scores by 40 points in com-
parison to previous years. 

Current recipients of 
these institutional scholar-
ships will not be affected 
by the adjustments made. 
They apply only to those 
entering in fall 2016.

Starling does not expect 
any more requirement 
changes for the Millenni-
um, Chancellor and Lead-
ership scholarships in the 
upcoming years. 

The previous require-
ments for these schol-
arships had remained

See Tuition, page 2Samantha Bankester graphic
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U.S. Rep. Martha Roby of the 2nd Congressional District spoke at the 
Pike County Republican Women’s meeting on Wednesday. Roby spoke 
on multiple issues, including her concerns about the recent U.S.-Iran 
deal as well as the truth behind the State Department’s knowledge and 
involvement in the Benghazi attack. 

Student by day,  
rapper by night
Features, pg. 5

Soccer program off 
to a hot start
Sports, pg. 8
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Troy University’s chapter of the Sigma 
Chi fraternity presented a $13,000 
donation to the Children’s Hospital in 
Birmingham on Friday, Aug. 21. 

The money was raised by the orga-
nization through various philanthropic 
efforts during the 2015 spring semester. 

This included events such as Derby 
Days, concerts and competitions to 
involve the student population in raising 
awareness and funds for Children’s 
Miracle Network Hospitals, a national 
philanthropy for the fraternity.

Maxwell Herman, a junior hospitality 
management major from Panama City 
Beach, Florida, and the 2015 spring phi-
lanthropy chair for the organization, said 
that members gained support specifically 
for Children’s Hospital of Alabama by 
introducing their cause during fundrais-
ing opportunities. 

“For many college students, there are 
multiple philanthropies to choose from 
when deciding to donate,” he said. 

“We encourage everyone to take time 
to get to know the organization when 
offering support.”

Brandon Matthews, a senior political 
science major from Greenville and 

president of Sigma Chi, said members 
focused on reaching their goal of $10,000 
and devoted all their resources to give as 
much toward their cause as possible.

“Ticket proceeds from these events as 
well as local sponsorships were major 
contributors for us to not only reach our 
goal, but also exceed it,” Matthews said.  

Children’s of Alabama, a Chil-
dren’s Miracle Network Hospital,  is “a 
private, nonprofit medical center that 
serves as the primary site of the Univer-
sity of Alabama at Birmingham (UAB) 
pediatric medicine, surgery, research and 
residency programs,” according to chil-
rensal.org.

Those who visited the hospital were 
given a tour of the facilities and were 
able to make connections with those 
affected by their donations.

Troy Hidle, a sophomore global 
business major from Dothan, said that 
a hospital patient’s family thanked them 
for their contribution and expressed 
gratitude for their help. 

“Sometimes people don’t get to see the 
results of their efforts like donating to 
a philanthropy, but on this occasion we 
were able to interact with families who 
benefited from our support,” Hidle said. 

According to Hidle, one takeaway 
experience of the trip was knowing 
the specific programs the funds will be 
allotted to, as explained by the hospital 
staff.  

Patrick Rodgers, a junior business 
major from Dothan, said that the trip 
was personalized by hearing stories from 
beneficiaries of the financial impact. 

“We experienced the appreciation of 
those there, and we appreciate all those 
who gave and supported us,” Rodgers 
said. 

Matthews said that in the future, the 
group would try to initiate and “more 
clearly communicate the impact that 
our efforts have on the community and 
elsewhere.”

Presidential race
continued from page 1

Planned Parenthood are a bit disturbing to Republicans 
right now,”  Hoggle said.

“The only reason I feel that Trump is appealing to the 
general public is that he seems brutally honest, but he 
can’t even keep his opinions straight,” said Jeremiah 
Baky, a junior political science major from Dauphin 
Island and president of Troy Students for Liberty.

“Trump is so disillusioned with the world and the 
way it works,” Baky said.

Trump’s blunt, but perhaps not supportable, opinions 
may not be the only thing that is fueling his political 
fame, according to Hoggle. 

“Trump has connected with the dissatisfaction of 
Americans with the unsuccessful status quo,” he said. 
“His rally in Mobile recently was filled with Alabam-

ians simply frustrated with the failed policies of the 
current administration.” 

He appears to come from outside the political realm 
at a time where the American voters feel a bit betrayed 
and misrepresented by politicians in general.”

This does not mean that other political parties are 
ignored in Alabama, however. 

Former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton is currently 
in the lead for the Democratic nomination, but some 
students are doubtful that she will be able to hold the 
upper hand.

“The biggest threat to the Republicans this election is 
by far Bernie Sanders,” Baky said.

“He has a lot of popularity with younger crowds due 
to his views on education, ending the drug war and 
raising the minimum wage.” 

“I think the people are becoming more aware of the 
extent to which Mrs. Clinton has repeatedly failed 
to perform her duties in public office, especially as 
secretary of state,” Hoggle said.

Both Hoggle and Baky also agree that there is no 
clear outcome in the race so far. 

“None of the current nominees have my vote,” Baky 
said. “This election, like the past few, will be choosing 
from the shiniest of two turds.”

Hoggle urges students to use this time to learn about 
the candidates before Alabama’s primary election on 
March 1 and the general election on Nov. 8. 

“I would caution anyone from jumping to support a 
candidate this early based on soundbites and promises,” 
he said. 

“Research it on your own and come to your own 
conclusion. This is our future after all. We live in the 
information age and should make the most informed 
vote available.”

ISideWith.com is a website where you can fill out 
a questionnaire about current political, social and 
economic issues and receive a list of the candidates you 
identify with the most based on your answers. 

The results are free and can be a useful tool in 
beginning your research on candidates that share your 
views. 

“This election is very important for our future, our 
children’s future and liberty as a whole,” Hoggle said.

“I know as well as anyone that politics can get messy 
and boring, but the debate and participation is necessary 
if we are going to remain a government ‘of the people, 
by the people.’ So get out and listen, question, consider 
and vote.”

Tuition
continued from 
page 1

unchanged for the last 15 
years. 

Walt Goolsby, a 
freshman political science 
major from Fairhope, said 
that Troy University’s 
increase in tuition and 
more selective scholar-
ships will affect future 
student enrollment and 
create a greater financial 
burden for students.  

“One factor of my 
decision to come to Troy 
was its affordability,” he 
said. 

“However, even the 
PACT scholarship no 
longer covers full current 
tuition, forcing many 
students to find jobs 
(while studying),” he 
continued. 

For holders of The 
Alabama Prepaid Af-
fordable College Tuition 
program (AL PACT), 
tuition is funded at the 
2010 tuition rate in accor-
dance with Alabama Leg-
islature stipulations. 

While scholarships play 
an essential role for many 
students in their decision 
to attend Troy Universi-
ty, money is not the only 
factor that motivates them 
to attend. 

Carli Kayler, a 
sophomore nursing major 
from Roswell, Georgia, 
and recipient of the Chan-
cellor’s Award, said that 
both her academic and 

athletic scholarships in-
fluenced her decision to 
attend Troy. 

“I think a lot of people 
come to Troy because of 
the scholarships that Troy 
offers, but also because 
of the continual improve-
ments that are being made 
to campus,” Kayler said. 

Coale Jordan, a junior 
history major from 
Brewton and a transfer 
student, said that his 
Transfer Merit Schol-
arship encouraged and 
affirmed his choice to 
come to Troy. 

“I already loved Troy 
before coming here, es-
pecially because of the re-
lationships I made on my 
visits, and when I found 
out about the scholarship 
from Dendy Moseley, 
community college 
relations coordinator, it 
solidified my decision to 
attend,” Jordan said. 

He added that knowing 
the requirements of his 
scholarship beforehand 
motivated him to work 
harder and maintain a 4.0 
GPA at his community 
college. 

“College affordabil-
ity is an issue that every 
family has to deal with,” 
Starling said. 

“Scholarships are 
clearly a differentiator 
for us, but we are setting 
ourselves apart from other 
universities by focusing 
on the relationship with 
the student and the 
student’s family.”

SGA
continued from page 1

focus on just one is rude to any students 
who do not share the same one,” Russo 
said. 

“Granted, this resolution does state 
that this prayer does not pertain to one 
religion and is nondenominational; 
however, I feel as though it could easily 
be taken the wrong way, seeing that most 
students are probably unaware of the 
logistics gone in to the resolution,” she 
added.

Various ways to help veterans and 
military-affiliated students find a home 
at Troy were also discussed at Tuesday 
night’s meeting.

Aaron Byars, a senior social work 
major from Enterprise and president 
of the Student Veterans Association, 
discussed several events and activities to 
be held during the week of Veterans Day, 
with the partnership of the SGA.

This weeklong celebration will 
include a cookout, movie screen-
ings and awareness presentations to 
encourage military-affiliated students to 
feel connected to the Troy campus and 
student body.

“I think it is important to serve the 
veterans and military-affiliated students 
because combined, they make up close to 
1,000 students just on the Troy campus,” 

she said. 
Heath Barton, a senior global business 

major from Opp and president of the 
SGA, encouraged students not only to 
be involved on campus, but also to get 
involved within the Troy community.

“This year we are really hoping to 
connect our city with our students in 
hopes that students can be encouraged in 
that this city can be home for them.” 

Students have an opportunity this 
weekend to connect with the people of 
Troy by attending the Fifth Saturday 
event in Downtown Troy.

From 4 p.m. to 9 p.m., students can 
enjoy activities such as an open mic 
event, various games, and specials on 
food and drinks on the downtown square. 

Max Herman, a junior hospital-
ity management major from Panama 
City Beach, Florida, and head of the 
student life committee, introduced the 
Food Advisory Council, a new way for 
students to get directly involved with 
Sodexo to improve the dining options 
available to students on campus.

“I think it’s a great opportunity for 
students outside of the SGA who want to 
be involved, but feel as if they don’t have 
enough time to get involved,” he said. 
“It’s something that will take minimal 
time, but make such a direct impact on 
students.”

Herman encouraged interested 

students to stop by the SGA office to 
request more information regarding the 
Food Advisory Council. 

The SGA also announced this Friday 

as College Colors Proclamation Day. 
Students are encouraged to wear cardinal 
red, white, and black to show Trojan 
pride around campus.

Connor Couch photo
Members of Sigma Chi fraternity presented a $13,000 donation, raised 
through philanthropic events, to the Children’s Hospital in Birmingham. 

Sigma Chi donates philanthropy proceeds

Wikimedia Commons photo
Republican candidate Donald Trump has been  
in news consistently in the recent weeks as he 
promotes his campaign for the 2016 presiden-
tial race. 
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Influence of author John Green spreads to Troy
Scott McLendon

Staff Writer

“Nerdfighteria” is beginning to bud on 
the campus of Troy University. “Nerd-
fighters,” which make up the community 
of “Nerdfighteria,” are followers of John 
and Hank Green’s educational creations 
and began as a way to “increase awesome 
and decrease suck.”

The “vlogbrothers” made Youtube 
videos explaining and teaching lessons 
on everyday school subjects such as 
physics and English. Education was their 
first method of increasing our Earth’s 
level of “awesome.”

Green went on to write several famous 
novels such as “The Fault in Our Stars” 
and “Looking for Alaska.” The author 
gained much of his cult-like following 
from these books. 

“I was introduced to John Green

through a crash course history video of 
his,” said Christian Catrett, a freshman 
theater major from Troy. “Later I saw 
that the movie ‘The Fault in Our Stars’ 
had his name associated with it. I learned 

more from watching John and Hank’s 
videos than I did in any high school class. 
They make the information interesting 
and they want to share their knowledge.”

The “nerdfighters” decrease what they 

call “worldsuck” through education. 

They also use charities to help solve 
some of our world’s issues. 

“‘Nerdfighters’ find a cause to fight 
for and raise money to help with 
the problem,” said Sean Alvarez, a 
sophomore economics major from San 
Diego. “John and Hank will match 
the amount of money donated in some 
cases.”

An interest meeting was held last week 
by Bala Thumma, a senior computer 
science major from Hyderabad, India. 

“I really just wanted to get the word 
out and see if anyone else had heard 
of ‘Nerdfighteria’ or was interested,” 
Thumma said. “The goal is to grow a 
following and pick up a local charity 
to help people in need and decrease 
‘worldsuck.’”

The second meeting will be held 
Friday, Aug. 28, at 4 p.m. on the second 
floor of the Trojan Center. 

Brenna Patrick photo
The “nerdfighters” are a group of people who follow the “vlogbrothers” 
Hank and John Green and seek out possible causes for fundraising.

eTROY hosts worldwide event
Kianna Collins

Arts & Entertainment 

Trojan Café hosts its first online event “Troy’s Got 
Talent” in an effort to unify students across all campuses.

“Troy’s Got Talent” was started by eTROY, and will 
feature 29 students from three Troy University Alabama 
campuses, eTROY, Global Campus, and states from 
across the country. 

Entries will open up for viewing and voting on Friday, 
Aug. 28, on Trojan Café, and voting will end on Friday, 
Sept. 4. 

Students will be able to submit their votes online, 
selecting one winner for each category: written works, 
fine arts and performance. 

Winners of “Troy’s Got Talent” will receive the title 
of Troy’s Got Talent Winner for 2015 and $150 worth 
of Troy University merchandise.

“Troy’s Got Talent” came to fruition as an idea to 
give all Troy students, whether on the main campus or 
across the globe to participate in one event. 

“Trojan Café kind of seeks to unify the Troy student 
body, because we are called Troy’s online student 
community,” said Amanda Smothers, assistant director 
of student engagement. “We have the unique oppor-
tunity to draw all students no matter what location or 
program that they’re in.” 

“We can bring them together and we can offer them 
opportunities that students on campus have.”

Smothers also said that a lot of students that aren’t 
on campus don’t get to attend the events that help them 
contribute to the university. 

“Trojan Café just allows us to be able to do that,” 
Smothers said. “To get them included, to give them 
something they can be excited about.”

“Troy’s Got Talent” is that event that can bring 
students together, Smothers said. 

“We sent out a call for talent entries back in May and 
we’ve been receiving them steadily.” 

“The feedback we’ve received from students has 
been very enthusiastic.”

Smothers said contests like this give students that 
wouldn’t normally be able to participate in something 
like this that are from different backgrounds and 
abilities.

“One thing great about Trojan Café is that there are 
students that wouldn’t be comfortable standing on a 
stage in front of a huge audience doing a skit,” Smothers 
said. “When you give them a chance online to partici-
pate it’s a little less threatening, so it kind of opens the 
doors for a lot of students to participate.

“A student recently told me that she struggles with 
chronic pain every day, but this contest is giving her a 

chance to be a part of something that celebrates Troy,” 
Smothers said.

“We’ve got several international students that are par-
ticipating,” Smothers said. 

Tammy Renée Coakley, a student that is enrolled at 
Troy University and is taking classes through eTROY,  
submitted a video of her singing “I Can Only Imagine” 
by MercyMe.

“I got an email from eTROY, and I looked at it, thought 
about it,” said Coakley, a senior hospitality, sports and 
tourism management major from Kingsland, Georgia. 
“I decided to go back and do it at the last minute.”

Coakley said she didn’t think much would come from 
her entry.

“I wasn’t going to do it,” Coakley said. “Then I got 
another email, saying they needed more people to do 
submissions to do this kind of thing.”

Students that are interested in participating in the 
future or have questions about “Troy’s Got Talent” can 
contact Smothers at 334-670-5877 or ksmothers@troy.
edu.

Amanda Smothers graphic
“Troy’s Got Talent” hosts a variety of talents, which can range from poetry to acrylic painting. 
“Troy’s Got Talent” is an event that allows students from every Troy University campus to partici-
pate and submit videos to let other students vote on.  

“Trojan 
Café seeks 
to unify the 

Troy student 
body.”
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Dear Trop,
I just don’t know if I’m 

cut out for communal 
living. On the nights 
I come in late or stay 
up watching Netflix, 
everyone else is in bed, so 
I have to tiptoe around, 
and then everyone is 
stomping around getting 
ready at like 7 a.m. On 
the nights when I feel like 
going to bed early our 
dorm suite sounds like a 
house party. What gives?  
—Sleep Deprived

Dear Deprived,
So you’re adjusting to 

the fact that your parents 
no longer set your bed time 
— but with great power 
comes great responsibility.

Try talking to your suite 
mates. Ask what their 
schedules are and what 
their plans are. If you know 
that they all have an 8 a.m. 
class on Monday but your 
classes don’t start until 
noon, that won’t exactly 
be good news, but at least 
it won’t be such a rude 
awakening.

Also, ask them if you’ve 
ever bothered them staying 
up late. If you’re not being 
as quiet as you think you 
are, an adjustment on your 
part could mean a little 
more consideration from 
them.

If nothing else works, 
maybe you could set some 
quiet hours for your room, 
like the dorm buildings 
have in place. No surround 
sound after 10 p.m., and 
no stomping before 10 
a.m., or something similar.

Sleep tight, Trop

Editor’s note: If any student has 
questions he or she would like for 

our staff to tackle, feel free to email 
features@tropnews.com with “Dear 
Trop” in the subject line. All students 

who send in questions will remain 
anonymous.

WHAT?
The Tropolitan asked a random 
sampling on campus the following 
question:

How do you feel about being 
encouraged not to wear other 

schools’ logos on campus?

“The issue of wearing other universities’ shirts and 
hats around Troy is not about taste in clothing or even 
the desire to support a favorite college football team. 
It’s about adding value to the Troy University degree 
through visible pride in your university, including 
wearing school colors and apparel. To wear other 
universities’ gear sends the message you value these 
institutions over your own and devalues the very 
degree you are seeking.”

— Chancellor Jack Hawkins Jr.

“I don’t think people wear 
Alabama or Auburn shirts to be 
spiteful against Troy or because 
they don’t like Troy. Especially in 
the South, college football is part 
of the culture.”

— Mary Ferrell, a 
sophomore nursing major 
from Alpine

“If you go to this school, you 
have invested a lot of time and 
money into it. You should show that 
you have pride in Troy.”

— Kaitlyn Boswell, a junior 
political science major from 
Rapid City, South Dakota 

Say
“I feel like a lot of people grow up 

around those teams like Alabama and 
Auburn, and they don’t really grow 
up with Troy as their No. 1 team. It’s 
just T-shirts, so I feel that it’s OK to 
wear them on campus.”

— Sydney Lowery, a 
sophomore elementary 
education major from Jay, 
Florida

Tori Roper
Staff Writer

Although Troy University 
prides itself on the great 
diversity of its campus, there 
are students who feel the 
division between Greeks 
and independents cannot 
be overlooked, but that it is 
declining in prevalence. 

“I feel that the barrier is 
limited to the social aspects of 
college,” said Coale Jordan, 
a junior history major from 
Brewton, Alabama, and 
a member of a fraternity. 
“Greeks have more social 
events.” 

Aside from strictly 
Greek-run events, he 
acknowledges that Greeks are 
also heavily involved in other 
organizations.

“We have a dominant 
presence on campus because 
we run in groups,” said Jordan.

“We have a brand that allows 
us to have more unity and 
identity. Independents don’t 
have anything like that.” 

“The division is only as 
prevalent as you make it,” said 
Savannah Hill, an independent 
English major from Eva, 
Alabama, “I feel like people 
are going to do what they want 
to do and hang out with who 
they want.”

“Being Greek is an avenue 
to be involved,” said Douglas 
Dick, a sophomore global 
business major from Panama 
City, Florida, and a member of 
a fraternity.

“I think the division 
comes because of a lack of 
understanding from both sides, 
the independent community 
and Greek community,” said 
Dick. “I feel that we choose 
to believe a lot of false 
stereotypes about each other, 
and it does goes both ways.”

Dick’s opinion that poor 
communication from both 
sides of the spectrum could 
be a contributing factor to 
the divide is shared by Sam 
Moody, another frat member, 
sophomore business major 
from Montgomery.

“We have done a poor job 
making relationships outside 
of our organizations,” said 
Moody.

 “We want independents to 
be involved, but it is their job 
to be involved.” 

“I don’t want the Greek 
system to be 
a roadblock 
to indepen-
dents,” said 
Moody.

But, he 
feels that 
there are 
c e r t a i n 
d i fferences 
t h a t 
shouldn’t be 
overlooked.

“I think 
there is a 
fine line between having solid 
friendships in the fraternity 
and out,” said Moody. 

According to Moody, a 
main issue that contributes 
to the boundary is that when 
independents spend an 
abundant amount of time at a 

fraternity house and its events 
without paying dues, this is 
“basically allowing them to be 
in that fraternity for free.”

“They get all of the perks 
of being in that brotherhood 
without paying for it,” said 
Moody.

J o s e p h 
Carpenter, 
an indepen-
d e n t 
sophomore 
g l o b a l 
b u s i n e s s 
major from 
A t h e n s , 
argued that 
the problem 
may not be 
as simple as 

independents getting more 
involved.

 “There is some boundary, but 
it’s because the Greeks have 
friends in their organizations,” 
said Carpenter. “Greek life 
comes first for most of them 
because they invest a lot of 
time and money into it.” 

“The barrier isn’t 
overwhelming to me,” said 
Colin Edwards, a sophomore 
communication major from 
Gadsden, Alabama, and an 
independent. 

“I’m not going to say it’s 
unnoticed, but it hasn’t kept 
me from hanging out with 
Greeks and it hasn’t swayed 
me from wanting to be a part 
of the things that they do and 
host.” 

According to the “Greek 
Life Information” page on 
Troy University’s website, 
“Over 85 percent of the 
student leaders on some 730 
campuses are involved in the 
Greek community.”

 Laken Berry, member of 
a sorority and a sophomore 
undecided major from Athens, 
said that this disparity is 
simply explained by the type 
of people trying to be Greek in 
the first place.  

“I feel like people who are 
already wanting to be leaders 

on campus saw that as another 
organization to be a leader 
in, so they went Greek,” said 
Berry. “But there are other 
leaders on campus who aren’t 
Greek.” 

“I think that generally, you 
see Greek people in leadership 
positions because they have 
assumed leadership positions 
in that Greek organization,” 
said Moody. 

“There are plenty of 
people here at Troy  who are 
successful in life that are not 
Greek.” 

Dick believes that the 
differences could be the result 
of a reluctance to see other 
students as individuals, instead 
of independent or Greek.

“I think a respectful 
understanding of other 
people’s backgrounds would 
break down the barrier as 
well,” said Dick. 

“I have felt very demoralized 
by independent people who 
have given me a hard time for 
being Greek on this campus 
without really knowing what 
my fraternity stands for.”

“I learn leadership, 
grow spiritually, learn the 
importance of community 
service,” said Dick.

“There is so much in 
Greek life that is good, and 
people like to point out the 
negatives. A lot of it stems 
from lack of education. Greek 
people can be prideful toward 
independents.” 

“I am so sure that I am where 
I’m supposed to be,” said 
Edwards. “Once they see that 
I’m confident that it isn’t for 
me, they tend to be accepting.” 

“There are a select few 
Greek men and women who 
think they are better because 
of their letters,” said Dick, 
“but I will tell you that is the 
far minority.” 

“I think it’s important to 
understand that each person 
has a place,” said Edwards. “If 
we could see that, the barriers 
would just vanish.” 

“I think the 
division comes 

because of  
a lack of  

understanding.”

Alyse Nelson photo
While Colin Edwards (left) is an independent and Douglas Dick (right) is a member of 
ATO, they still consider each other close friends and do not see a barrier created by their 
different areas of involvement on campus.

Greek-independent split?
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Last week’s 
solution:

Sudoku  
Directions: The 
objective is to 
enter a digit 
from one to 
nine in each cell 
so that each 
row or column 
contains each 
digit exactly 
once and each 
sub grid contains 
each digit 
exactly once. 
The solution to 
this puzzle will be 
printed in next 
week’s paper.

Alyse Nelson
Features Editor

While a dream career is, for most 
people, just that — a dream — 
Cornelius Jarrell Andrews, or CJ, is 
working to make his a reality.

Andrews, a senior education major 
from Auburn, has been involved with 
music in some shape or form for the 
majority of his life.

“It started when I was younger. It 
went from the church choir,” he said. 
From there he was involved on and off 
with different musical endeavors and 
choirs until reaching Troy.

“In my life, I would always leave 
music and then come back to it,” 
Andrews said. “It’s like a calling.”

In middle 
school, he and 
a friend decided 
they wanted to 
rap, but neither 
knew what they 
were doing. 

A n d r e w s 
d e s c r i b e s 
holding their 
m i c r o p h o n e 
close to the 
speaker while 
recording so 
that both the 
beat and their 
voices could be heard.

During show choir in high school, 
one of the performances involved 
Kanye West’s “Gold Digger.” The choir 
director asked Andrews to rap for it.

“He said, ‘Hey, I just need you to 
learn this Kanye West verse and add 
your own flavor to it.’”

Still, by the time he arrived at Troy, 
Andrews admits that he put in a lot of 
work to get where he is now during his 
senior year.

“When I first got here, I couldn’t 
freestyle that well,” he said. “But my 
approach is always: I’m going to be 
better a year later.”

After a lot of practice in his dorm 
room, Andrews said he did begin to 
improve. He started posting clips 
on Snapchat, and when those were 
received well, he began a “Freestyle 
Friday” on Instagram.

“I really use Instagram as a way I 

can show people what I can do before I 
drop my tape,” he said. “It just became 
fun and easy. People began requesting 
beats.”

Andrews says that K On The Track, 
“Glasses” Malone, both rappers, and 
even some NFL players have liked and 
commented on his posts in the past.

“Nothing too major,” he said. “I 
guess it’s like my brand, how I am on 
Instagram.”

That isn’t all he is, though. Andrews 
clarified that his raps are actually 
freestyle, and not prepared for the 
camera.

“I’ll be out at a party and people will 
start a beat,” he said. “To people I’m an 
entertainer.”

While he cites Gucci Mane and 
Future as some of his favorite artists, 
Andrews says, “All of hip hop inspires 
me, but if I had to name some artists, I 
would say J. Cole, Kendrick Lamar and 
Drake because real rap is my natural 
talent.”

He said he can get behind any good 
beat, though. He uses Katy Perry’s 
“Roar” as an example of a song he 
could write a verse to because of the 
beat.

“When I hear music, I can feel it in 
my body,” Andrews said. “In choir I 
was exposed to all different kinds of 
music, I’m not just a trap rapper. I can 
get behind a good beat.”

After years of practice, he said that 
he is getting to a good place musically.

“I started rapping how I write and 
I thought, ‘Man, it’s a blessing,’ ” 
Andrews said. “I gotta thank God 
because it’s a talent — now I’m just 
perfecting my craft.”

But he said there are still reasons that 
he is in school.

“If I could choose, I would go the 
music route, but you have to have that 

guaranteed,” he 
said. 

“I also want 
to graduate and 
get my degree 
because so much 
money has been 
invested in this.”

Andrews said 
that if his music 
career doesn’t 
work out, he 
would like to go 
into elementary 
education.

“Hopefully I 
can make a positive impact on a child’s 
career,” he said. “I want to be that 
teacher that incorporates music into 
learning.”

But if things happen as he wants them 
to, he “can pull a J. Cole and graduate 
school but still be in the rap game.”

At this point, Andrews is just trying 
to gain more attention on social media.

“If I could find a team, that’s what I 
really want to do,” he said. “I’m trying 
to find people in the area. 

“I want to work with people who will 
better me.”

He is also trying to get into open mic 
nights, and get even more exposure as 
his mix tape is slated to come out this 
fall.

“I can only go up from here,” he said.
Andrews can be followed on 

Instagram for Freestyle Fridays 
and for updates. His account is @
coke_thecoolest.

 “Every week 
I murder/they 
should put me 
in the paper.”

-lyrics from one
Freestyle Friday

April Irvin photos
CJ Andrews is getting the attention of a larger and larger audience 
through Freestyle Fridays on Instagram and other social media exposure 
in anticipation of his mix tape.

Straight outta Troy
Aspiring rapper Jarrell Andrews, or CJ, hopes to drop his first mix tape soon
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Furman Taylor, a freshman 
political science major from 
New Orleans, filled me in on 
why voting and participating in 
various political events should be 
important for students, especially 
with the upcoming 2016 presiden-
tial election. 

“I want to have a say on what 
goes on in my country,” he said, 
adding that every registered voter 
should vote, as long as he or she 
has a valid opinion to bring to the 
table. “Even if it’s a little voice, it’s 
a voice.” 

Qualities Taylor said he is 
looking for in each candidate in 
the upcoming election include: 
good leadership ability, respect 
and a lack of belligerency and over 
aggressiveness. 

“A candidate should be able to 
lead a country from a financial 
standpoint and from a foreign 
policy one,” Taylor said. 

Taylor Hopper, a sophomore 
computer science major from 
Wetumpka, also offered his input. 
Hopper said he does not receive 
information about the candidates 
through word of mouth. 

“You have to look things up and 
see what they stand for,” Hopper 
said. 

Hopper said that though his 
opinion is just a number, it can 
make a difference.

“Voting is important because it 
is one of the many chances that 
citizens have to express themselves 
politically but also engage in the 
political process,” said Richard 
Ledet, an assistant professor of 
political science.

After speaking with Ledet, it was 
clear that one goal for his class is 
to motivate students to become 
informed before they place their 
ballot in the box. 

“I try to give my students a sense 

of efficacy that they can change 
things,” Ledet said. “They can 
actually have their voices heard.” 

Ledet works with the Political 
Science Club, a group that provides 
a source of learning and fellowship 
for students majoring or minoring 
in political science and any other 
interested students. 

He said his involvement with 
the club is beneficial for students 
because he equips students for 
their experiences with voting and 
the political process in general, 
and by “making sure people are 
informed when they vote.”

Another avenue for students 
who are interested in politics and 
helping the Troy community is the 
Student Government Association.

Taylor, after meeting several 
people in the association, said he 
believes that the SGA is moving 
toward the right direction when 
it comes to listening to students’ 
opinions.

“The Student Government Asso-
ciation here at Troy works hard to 
constantly improve our school,” he 
said. “The Student Government As-
sociation does their job fairly well 
with everyone else’s opinions and 
what they think should happen.”

Troy-Pike:
a history

Jessica Smith
Copy Editor

Nobody deserves to have his or her 
identity and private information leaked 
to the public, regardless of whether that 
person is registered on a dating website 
providing a platform for cheating. 

A group of hackers called the Impact 
Team attacked the Ashley Madison 
website in July. The group claimed that 
unless the site, along with other dating 
sites owned by Ashley Madison’s parent 
company, Avid Life Media, was shut 
down, the group would leak the con-
fidential information of the website’s 
users. 

The hackers made good on their 
claims last week, releasing the names, 

addresses, partial credit card numbers 
and email accounts that customers used 
to register for the site.

Some might claim that if adulterers 
post their personal information on a site 
meant to facilitate adultery, then they 
had their publicly shaming punishment 
coming.

But some of the people listed among 
the leaked Ashley Madison users were 
not people who had cheated or had 
wanted to cheat. Suspicious spouses 
have created profiles in order to research 
the possible illicit encounters of their 
partners. Divorce attorneys have a similar 
practice of registering on the website in 
order to investigate the possible infideli-
ties of their clients’ spouses. 

Since Ashley Madison does not verify 
email addresses, it would be easy for a 

sneaky cheater to plug in someone else’s 
email address and use that person’s name 
as a false identity.

It no longer matters what the intent 
was behind the creation of an Ashley 
Madison account. Public opinion has 
already condemned every listed user as 
a cheating scumbag.

This massive data dump has the 
potential to ruin the lives of 32 million 
Ashley Madison users worldwide, as 
well as their spouses and children.

Since the majority of Ashley Madison’s 
users are married, it follows that the 
majority of the addresses used to register 
for the site are also those of innocent 
family members. Safety is also an issue 
with such personal information floating 
around the Internet where predators may 
easily access it. 

The trauma dealt to those family 
members of Ashley Madison customers 
cannot be understated. Marriages will 
end. Children will be known, particularly 
in small towns with tight-knit communi-
ties, as the kids of an adulterer, and they 
might not even understand something as 
complicated as infidelity. 

Then we come to the obvious reason 
why the Ashley Madison data dump is 
not “hacktivism,” but a crime: No matter 
what our individual moral beliefs are on 
the situation, people’s sexual exploits are 
nobody else’s business. 

I have enough proverbial skeletons in 
my closet to feel a little frightened at the 
prospect of every wrong decision of my 
own ending up on a list somewhere on 
the Internet for people to gossip about on 
Facebook. 

Chase Robinson

Take note and vote

Chase Robinson
Staff Writer

It is impossible to achieve a real understand-
ing of a place if we ignore its history. Unfor-
tunately, this history is lost to most of us. It is 
ignored, and put on the back burner.

It’s tempting to try to recount the local 
history of Troy, both the university as well as 
Pike County, but a detailed telling would take 
up far more page space than I’m allotted in the 
few weeks I have to write this column.

Instead, this week’s column will treat the 
local history in broad strokes, 200 years in a 
nutshell.

Traditionally, Troy has been defined by 
transit and by the presence of the university.

Before there was a town, there was an easy 
trail created by Native Americans. According 
to Margaret Pace Farmer’s “One Hundred 
Fifty Years in Pike County, Alabama,” this 
trail eventually became part of Three Notch 
Road, the military road between Fort Mitchell 
in Russell County and Fort Barracas in 
Pensacola, Florida. Some legends say Andrew 
Jackson traveled this road. In 1838, Troy was 
founded along the road as a new county seat.

In 1887, the cornerstone of the college was 

placed. From 1954 to 1978, U.S. Highway 231 
was expanded to four lanes, according to an 
article on troytrojans.com by Bill Rice Sr.

These are facts, but this accounts for little 
more than the blur of lights and fast food 
chains travelers see along the highway.

The facts tell nothing of Ann Love, the local 
legend who helped settle the city and chased 
drunks to church with a bullwhip.

“Occasionally history produces a person 
whose life defies any logical explanation,” 
Farmer said in her book. “Such a person was 
Ann Love, whom all writers have labeled as the 
greatest character in Pike County history: not 
the business tycoon, or politician, or soldier, 
but an illiterate widow with six children to 
support under difficult frontier conditions.”

Those facts fail to get at the spirit of Troy. 
They fail to make it more than a stop on the 
way elsewhere.

They also fail to mention Troy’s first recorded 
mayor, Urban Louis Jones, who, according to 
Rice, sentenced himself to financial ruin in 
order to bring the railroad and its wealth to 
Troy.

Simple facts ignore the Henderson family, 
too. Charles Henderson became mayor, and 
then governor of the state. He brought electric-
ity to Pike County and established an educa-
tional trust.

We also skipped the story of the college’s 
beginnings as Troy State Normal School. 
According to Farmer, Joseph Macon Dill, the 
first president of the school, earned $1,500 
annually. That’s about $49,810.48 adjusted for 
inflation.

This still ignores Edwin Ruthven Eldridge 
and six other leaders of the university. It skips 
John M. Long and the Sound of the South. 
We’ve left out the Boy from Troy, civil rights 
legend John Lewis. This also leaves out Mayor 
Jimmy C. Lunsford, who served Troy from 
1985 until his retirement in 2012.

There’s more that merits mention. This paper 
has, in previous issues, discussed the legacy of 
Dickey v. Alabama State Board of Education 
and how the Tropolitan, Gary Dickey and 
Troy State University President Ralph Adams 
became involved in a battle over the freedom 
of student press.

Troy, this place where nothing happens, has 
far more history than a few hundred words can 
contain. Finding this history and appreciating 
it are essential to the formation and growth of 
community.

Seth Nicholson

Questioning the ethics of hackers’ vigilante justice 

Samantha Bankester graphic 
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Sinclair Portis
Contributor

This summer, men’s basketball head 
coach Phil Cunningham announced the 
arrival of Talvis Franklin as the team’s 
new video coordinator and Chase Rich-
ardson as new assistant coach. 

Richardson will replace Billy Begley, 
who was hired as the East Mississippi 
Community College head coach. 

Cunningham and Franklin are reunited 
from their time at Mississippi State with 
new head assistant coach Marcus Grant. 
Richardson is also rejoining Cunningham 
from their time at Western Kentucky.

The two new additions, along with 
Marcus Grant, returning assistant coach 
Ben Fletcher and director of operations 
Mike Worley, make for a promising 
season. 

Franklin started his career in basket-
ball at his alma mater, Mississippi State, 
where he was head student manager. He 
graduated in 2007 with a bachelor’s in 
sociology and physical education, and 
immediately following his graduation 
he was named coordinator of operations 
and video coordinator, a position he held 
until 2012. 

Cunningham and Franklin shared five 
seasons at Mississippi State where Cun-
ningham says Franklin “was a big part of 
what we did on a daily basis.” 

Along with Grant, they built a top-25 
program. Franklin was a part of five SEC 
Western Division Championships, one 
overall SEC Championship and a SEC 

Tournament Championship, as well as 
five NCAA tournament appearances.  

Franklin comes from the Kennesaw 
State women’s team, where he was an 

assistant for two years. During these two 
years, the team improved from 6-24 in 
his first year to his second year, where 
they were 17-13 and made it to the first 
round of the Atlantic Sun Conference 
tournament. 

Cunningham said he is looking 
forward to working with Franklin again, 
particularly after the time Franklin spent 
at Kennesaw State.

“When the video coordinator position 
opened on our staff, Talvis was the coach 
I wanted to try and hire,” Cunningham 
said. 

“He adds a great deal of wisdom and 
experience to our program.” 

Troy’s second addition, Chase Rich-
ardson, joins the program after working 
as the WKU director of basketball opera-
tions from 2013-15. 

Prior to that, he was the team’s video 
coordinator from 2012-13 and also held 
the position of interim assistant coach for 
three months. 

During his tenure, WKU won four 
Sun Belt championships and had an ap-
pearance in the NCAA Tournament. 
Cunningham was able to see Richard-
son at work, and described the coach 
as “a young, hungry coach with a 24/7 
mentality. Chase’s work ethic and ability 
to get things done on a daily basis.” 

The men’s basketball team coaching 
has extended to new lengths that show 
promising new roads for the team. With 
the new coaching additions, the Troy 
basketball program will look to continue 
to improve.

Michael Kastner
Contributor

The Troy Trojans have 
added another asset to 
their softball program with 
the hiring of Alex Hupp as 
the new pitching coach. 

Hupp is only 27 years 
old but already has an 
extensive resume of 
softball experience.

Hupp is most recently 
coming from a position 
at East Tennessee State, 
where she spent a year as 
the top assistant for the 
Buccaneers.

Before her time at 
ETSU, Hupp was called 
on as the interim head 
coach for South Dakota 
State after only one year 
as an assistant coach.

Prior to her time at 
South Dakota State, Hupp 
was an assistant coach at 
Emporia State. During 
her tenure, she led the 
Hornets to an 84-27 record 
over the course of two 
seasons, leading to back-
to-back NCAA Division II 
regional appearances. 

In addition to her 
coaching experience, 
Coach Hupp boasts an 
impressive playing career. 
She was the winner of 

the 2005-06 Gatorade 
Softball Player of the Year 
for the state of Kansas 
after leading Olathe East 
High School to back-to-
back state titles. Hupp 
continued her career at 
Nebraska, where she had 
a career ERA of 3.09 and 
was twice named to the 
Academic All-Big 12 First 
Team. 

"I am extremely excited 
to have Coach Hupp 
joining our staff here at 
Troy," head coach Beth 
Mullins said. "I think she 
is a great fit for both our 
coaching staff and for our 
players. 

“She brings a lot of 
positive energy, a passion 
for coaching and recruit-
ing, along with a great 
softball mind to our 
program."

Trojan softball is actively 
improving in every aspect 
of the program, and under 
Hupp’s leadership, look 
for the pitching to be no 
exception.

Hupp expressed her 
optimism and excitement 
for this season following 
the announcement of her 
hiring.

“I am looking forward 
to joining an athletic de-

partment with such a 
strong tradition as Troy 
and becoming apart of a 
high-energy driven team,” 
she said. “I am blessed to 

be joining such a talented 
staff at Troy and can't wait 
to experience the great 
things this team has to 
offer."

Deflategate

New faces in Trojan Arena

Hannah McGaha photo
Before starting her coaching career, Alex Hupp 
made 58 total pitching appearances, including 
a no-hitter against Northern Colorado in 2008.

Softball acquires youthful 
experience on coaching staff

Brenna Patrick photo
Marcus Grant is no stranger to Trojan basketball. He is now entering his 
third season at Troy after previously coaching alongside head coach Phil 
Cunningham at Mississippi State.

continued from page 
8

Despite the fact that 
the investigation was 
originally directed at 
Brady and the Patriots 
regarding the alleged 
violation of equipment 
regulations, the court 
proceedings have now  
switched course toward 
establishing that Roger 
Goodell can issue 
whatever punishment 
he wants for whatever 
offense he wants, and 
no one can say anything 
about it. 

Not only does this 
highly questionable pun-
ishment system raise 
questions regarding this 
particular case and how 
it’s being handled, it also 

raises questions about 
other serious disciplin-
ary issues within the 
NFL such as domestic 
violence and drug use.

All in all, no matter 
what Goodell’s final 
ruling on the case is, it 
will definitely be riddled 
with ridicule and contro-
versy. What else could 
possibly happen? Would 
it not have been so much 
easier to give Brady a 
one-game suspension for 
being evasive during this 
whole ordeal?

One thing is for sure 
though. No matter what 
happens, Goodell and the 
NFL is making a ton of 
money off of this whole 
thing.

Maybe that was his 
plan all along.

Samantha Bankester graphic
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Michael Shipma
Sports Editor

If NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell was looking 
for the most effective way to anger his players, 
discredit himself, and show just how foolish the NFL’s 
disciplinary system is, “deflategate” was the way to go. 

Remember back in January of last year’s NFL 
season, when the Patriots organization was accused 
of deflating footballs in the AFC championship game 
against the Indianapolis Colts? 

It definitely seems as if things have changed since 
then, and you would be right. There’s no going back 
for Goodell after this one. 

For starters, the whole fiasco started as an investi-
gation into the Patriots organization after they were 
accused of letting air out of footballs before a key 
playoff game. Granted, New England has had a bit of 
history when it comes to under-handed tactics in the 
effort to win games, but Goodell really let this one get 
out of hand.

What once began as a Patriots investigation soon 
became a Tom Brady investigation, and what once 
was a Tom Brady investigation soon became an un-
necessary amount of disciplinary muscle-flexing from 
Goodell’s office. 

The NFL definitely could have taken action when 
the Baltimore Ravens organization brought concerns 
to Goodell that the Patriots had been tampering with 
footballs. They chose not to, which was their first 
mistake. 

Their second mistake was then scrambling to punish 
the Patriots after the Colts complained about the same 
thing the following week. At that point, Goodell had to 
cover his incompetent handling of the first complaint 
by completely overreacting to the second one.

What could’ve been a straightforward investigation 
into the matter with an appropriate punishment, the 
NFL opted to leak information regarding the deflating 
of the footballs without any evidence to back it up in 
an effort to give the appearance of doing something 
about it. 

Then there’s the trial. No matter how much or how 
little evidence is stacked against Brady and the Patriots, 
Goodell has made one thing very clear to his players 
and the general public: Goodell’s arbitrary disciplinary 
system trumps all.

see Deflategate, page 7

Goodell’s tyranny 
only hurts the NFL

Soccer team wins two of first 
three regular season games

Chasing the ’ship

Alex Lewis photo
Freshman midfielder Brittany Yoder works the 
ball up the field during the Trojans’ win at home 
over Gardner-Webb.

Alex Lewis photo
The Troy soccer program is off to another good start this season, scoring five goals in its first three 
regular season matches. The Trojans scored a total of 41 goals last season compared to a total of 
17 by their opponents.

Scott McLendon
Staff Writer

The Troy soccer team 
started another promising 
season with wins against 
Gardner-Webb and 
Alabama State, and a 
narrow loss on the road to 
Alabama.

Junior forward Abby 
Reynolds scored twice to 
lead the Trojans (2-1, 0-0 
Sun Belt) to a 2-0 victory 
against Gardner-Webb 
(0-2, 0-0 Big South) in 
front of a record crowd at 
the Troy Soccer Complex 
last Friday night. The 
win marked the team’s 
first victory of the regular 
season and their first 
shutout.

The 863 fans in atten-
dance was a new all-time 
record, breaking last 
year’s record by over 200 
people. 

“We’re excited with this 
group we have and with 
starting the year off with 
a home win,” said head 
coach Jason Hamilton. 
“We have the same great 
fans as last year out here 
breaking the attendance 
record. We love our fans 
and the support the univer-
sity gives us and hopefully 
we can break 1000 this 
season.”

The Trojans were re-
lentless in their attack. 
The rainy conditions did 
not hinder the home side’s 
ability to control the ball. 
The Trojans controlled 
possession throughout the 
match, and capitalized on 
their opportunities.

Runnin’ Bulldogs 
freshman goalkeeper 
Keely Brown was forced 
to make save after save 
but was beaten for the 
first time in the 38th 
minute. Reynolds put 
away a corner from senior 

forward Kirsten Rendall.
Both goals resulted 

from service out wide 
coming in for front post 
runs made by Reynolds.

 Freshman midfielder 
Brittany Yoder made her 
first home start for the 
Trojans. Yoder is one of 
13 new players on the 
team.

“One thing we lacked 
last year was depth,” 
said Reynolds. “This 
year we’re excited about 
having multiple quality 
players at every position.” 

The Trojans fell to the 
University of Alabama 
0-1 in their first away 
match of the campaign 
last Sunday night. Despite 
hanging with the Crimson 
Tide (1-1, 0-0 SEC) for 
the majority of the match, 
sophomore forward Alexis 
Mouton scored a rare goal 
against the Trojan defense 
to secure the win for 
Alabama. 

It did not take long for 
the team to return to their 
winning ways when they 
traveled to face Alabama 
State.

Freshman forward 
Brooke McKee was on    
the score sheet for the 
first time in her collegiate 
career. She put the Trojans 
on the board first in the 
23rd minute on an assist 
from Reynolds.

The Hornets (0-2, 
0-0 SWAC) came back 
swinging, however, and 
scored two goals in two 
minutes to steal the lead 
right back.

McKee shot with lethal 
accuracy against the 
Hornets, recording two 
goals in three shots taken. 
Senior midfielder Alissa 
Jones’ equalizer on a set

piece evened the score 
with her first goal of the 
season.

The Alabama State 
match was the Trojans’ 
third in just six days. The 
Trojans emerged from 
this early trial 2-1 for the 
season with five goals for 
and three against them. 
They will look to continue 
their success, particularly 
on the road, as they seek 
another Sun Belt champi-
onship run.

Troy returns to home 
action at the Troy Soccer 
Complex on Friday Aug. 
28 against UT Martin. 
The match is the Trojans’ 
first in the Trojan Classic. 
Kickoff is set for 7 p.m.


