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Sexual abuse occurs
in broad daylight
Grishma Rimal
News Editor
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Ishmael Beah, author of this year’s Common Reading
Initiative book “A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy
Soldier,” spoke to students at the Trojan Center Theatre
on Tuesday, Sept. 29. Students had to be seated on
stage behind Beah due to the unavailability of seats
caused by the large number attending.

A third safety alert within the span of three
weeks was issued to all students on Friday, Sept.
25, after a case of on-campus sexual abuse was
reported to the university police last week.
According to the university police incident
report, a 19-year-old female student reported the
incident that occurred at around 7 p.m. Thursday,
Sept. 24, behind Shackelford Hall.
“We had a female student who was approached
by a black male sitting behind Gardner Hall
who asked to use her phone, and when then she
produced the phone for him, he inappropriately
touched her,” said John McCall, chief of university police.
“We are looking for a heavyset black male
who was wearing black sweatpants and a black
hoodie.”
According to McCall, the incident wasn’t
reported until 1 p.m. the following day.
“I guess the biggest thing I want to relay to the
students is that when these events occur, you need
to report them immediately,” he said.
“We’ve had three incidents this semester in
the Shack Quad-Gardner Hall area, and none of
them had reported the events immediately. They
had come in the following day or hours later and
reported on them, and that’s just not helping us at
all.”

McCall urged students to contact university
police right away if such events occur, in order to
ensure that the perpetrators get caught and future
crimes are deterred.
“We are still working on all three of the incidents
that took place,” he said. “But it’s very hard to get
leads the day after.”
“We are trying our best to give students a
hundred percent, but we are not getting a hundred
percent from students that we’ve got to have.”
Increased lighting and patrol have been seen
throughout the campus following the incident.
“We have folks working overtime,” McCall
said. “We’ve added lighting to the (Shack) quad.
We are doing everything we possibly can.”
McCall said that talks were in place to upgrade
and update the existing permanent lighting on the
Shackelford Quad to light the area better, since it
tends to be darker due to the large magnolia trees.
Students are continuously being urged to walk in
pairs and be aware of their surroundings. McCall
also suggests that students turn and go in other directions if they are being approached or are made
to feel uncomfortable by unknown persons.
“This last reported incident, it wasn’t even dark
when this occurred,” McCall said. “It’s just kind
of hard to imagine some of these things happening
at daytime or at dusk. But they can happen.”
The university police set up an informational
booth at the Trojan Center on Monday, Sept. 28,
to have briefings with students about their safety
concerns.

Frat lot rezoning endorsed
Priyanka Sharma
and Larry Willis
Staff Writers
A Student Government Association-approved resolution has
proposed the rezoning
of the Fraternity Row
parking lot from an
open zone to a commuters-only lot.
Parking Resolution
2015-026, which was
passed by the SGA at

its meeting on Sept.
22, called for the reassignment of the area to
a commuter-only lot
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Monday to Friday.
The resolution was
passed with 28 votes in
its favor, 10 against and
2 abstentions.
The lot is currently an
open zone, allowing any
student or faculty with
a valid parking decal
to park in the area. The

Chloe Lyle photo

The parking lots to the east of Trojan Center.

reassignment has not
yet been approved by
Student Services.
The resolution states
that “Newman Center
residents have designated parking, yet choose
to park on the Fraternity
Row and take up spaces
near the three mostpopulated
fraternity
houses.”
It goes on to say
that fraternity house
residents are forced to
park illegally in order
to gain access to their
respective houses and,
when forced to park
across Pell Avenue,
are endangered by
oncoming traffic. When
crossing the street,
drivers are unable to see
oncoming vehicles due
to blind spots caused by
illegally parked cars.
“A lot of the reason
behind proposing the
resolution was the fraternity Sigma Chi,

Lambda Chi Alpha and
Alpha Tau Omega —
we are the houses on
one end of the road,”
said Ryan Cole, a senior
political science major
from Athens and the
president of Alpha Tau
Omega.
“And we get a lot
of overflow from the
Newman Center parking
lot, because of which
people from our houses
have to park somewhere
else.”
Although the change
may favor fraternity
house residents and
members, who are considered commuters, it
is raising concerns for
others.
Avalon Dudinsky, a
junior global business
major from Panama
City, Florida, and SGA
senator for Newman
See Parking,
page 2
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The Saudi Students Association celebrated National
Saudi Day on Thursday, Sept. 24, in the social quad on
campus. There are 81 students from Saudi Arabia attending Troy this semester.

Student Support Services receives $4 million grant
Franchesca Perez
Staff Writer

The Student Support Services
program for the Troy, Dothan
and Montgomery campuses has
been chosen as the recipient of a
$4 million grant.
Hal Fulmer, associate provost
and dean of undergraduate and
first-year studies, described the
SSS as “one of several national

programs funded by the federal
Department of Education that
is focused on assisting groups
of students in their educational
pursuits.”
To be eligible for the SSS,
an individual must be either a
first-generation college student,
a low-income student, or a
student with verifiable special
needs.
“The program is designed to

assist students who are at risk,
through no fault of their own, of
not achieving their educational
pursuits due to their personal
backgrounds,” Fulmer said.
This is the largest endowment
provided to an SSS program at
any four-year academic institution in the nation.
The grant, awarded through
the U.S. Department of
Education, will be disbursed to

Troy over the next five years.
SSS is one of the two projects
funded through the federal
TRIO programs.
According to its website, “the
Federal TRIO Programs are educational opportunity outreach
programs designed to motivate
and support students from disadvantaged backgrounds.”
Mary Griffin, director of Troy
University’s TRIO unit, said that

the main objective of the SSS
program is “to increase student
retention,
good
academic
standing and the graduation rate
of participants.”
The project, which first began
in 1984, offers several services
aimed to provide opportunities
for students to receive direct
help on a one-on-one basis.
See SSS Grant, page 2
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Microsoft software access resumes

Troy IT resolves Office 365 issues; launches new portal and email system
Destiny Hosmer
Staff Writer

After recent disruptions in the Office
365 services, Troy students and faculty
are now able to use a full range of
Microsoft tools, including the new Troy
email system.
In December 2014, Troy University
entered into a higher education tenant
space license agreement for Office 365,
according to Greg Price, the chief technology officer for Troy University’s IT
department.
This agreement allowed students free
access to Microsoft software like Word,
PowerPoint, Excel and OneNote.
However, a few months after the deployment of this service, Troy students
began receiving error messages directing
them to the IT Department when attempting to create Office 365 accounts.
The error message reading, “Your IT
department has turned off signup for
Office 365 Education. Contact them to
complete signup,” was apparently the
result of poor planning and confusion on
Microsoft’s end, according to Price.
“A few months after deployment,
Microsoft delivered a notice to Troy, indicating that they planned to abandon the
free support of the product,” Price said.
“We were in the midst of finalizing our
full deployment of the Office 365 tenant

for all of Troy.”
Troy sought assistance from Microsoft,
asking that it continue to offer the free,
basic version to students until the student
tenant space was launched.
Microsoft refused to accommodate this
request and offered an expensive support
feature in order to keep the free version.
“The final communication from
Microsoft was rather abrupt,” Price said.
“They indicated that they would shut
down the portal that they launched if we
refused to pay fees, fees not referenced
in our license agreement.”
When Troy asked that Microsoft
follow the license agreement, it closed
the portal, according to Price.
Price blames this issue on confusion
Larry Willis photo
among Microsoft’s teams and the hurried
Zachary Willis, a sophomore political science major from Prattville, in the
nature of the agreements.
IS 2241 Computer Concepts and Applications class. The course requires
“Honestly, I think a major disconnect
students to have access to various Microsoft programs.
exists among the sales team, marketing
team and development team within email, file storage and sharing features, and faculty were directly affected by this
Microsoft,” he said. “In our conversa- 50 GB of email storage, 1 TB for Office seemingly avoidable problem.
tions with them, we often observed sig- 365 storage and online, desktop, tablets
“Microsoft’s image was damaged
nificant confusion among our represen- and phone versions of Office including slightly due to the falter and they further
tatives. Most were unaware of the name Word, Excel and PowerPoint, under one imparted poor response by attempting
and content changes that were occurring umbrella of the Office 365 structure.
to charge the colleges for the service,
with the product offering.”
“The new space will be supported by despite the terms of the agreement,”
As of Sept. 25, 2015, students now Troy IT, include more features and serve Price said. “In all, Microsoft unneceshave full complimentary access to Office as a core component to a number of sarily placed a burden on thousands of
new products that we will reveal in the students nationwide due to poor commu365.
The features in the new system offer coming months for students,” Price said. nications and management within their
students and faculty access to their Troy
Although the issue is resolved, students organization.”

SSS grant

continued
page 2

from

The services provided
include private tutoring,
academic and personal
counseling, and assistance
in financial literacy.
SSS at Troy currently
serves around 555 students.
Quinton Lindsey, a senior
mathematics
education
major from Baker, Florida,
who has been a part of SSS,
Larry Willis photo
expressed his gratitude
Mary Griffin, director of the TRIO program
toward the program.
at Troy, is also over the Student Services
“The Student Support
Program.

Services program mirrors
what Troy University is —
which Chancellor Hawkins
describes as a ‘culture of
caring,’” Lindsey said.
“This is evident in the staff
involved in this program.
“Without this program I
wouldn’t have the feedback
that I need. I think that all
students involved in the
program benefit from the
guidance the staff provides
as well as being able to
learn from each other.”
Aneisha
Barnett,
a
sophomore
biomedical
sciences major from Huntsville, also expressed a great
deal of appreciation for the

Check out tropnews.com for more news stories on the new
appointee to the Troy University Board of Trustees, a follow-up with
Sodexo after the findings of fat trimmings in its food and the events
at this week’s Student Government Association meeting.

Parking

continued from page 1
Center, was one of the voices strongly
disapproving the resolution.
“As the representative of the Newman
Center, I was elected to represent the
needs and concerns of the Newman
residents, and it (the resolution) was built
specifically targeting Newman Center
residents and residents in general for
taking away parking,” Dudinsky said. “I
think they need to understand that there
are only 97 designated spots for 369
residents.
“The commuter lot right beside
Newman Center, besides the nursing
building, currently holds about 80
residents every morning. So when they
are going to enforce that, there will be at
least 160 residents that are not going to
have parking near the Newman Center.”
Cole said that this resolution was
important to the fraternities because
of the crowded parking space during
chapter meetings and because of the
house fees they pay to the university.
According to Cole, among the three
fraternities, there are around 90 parking
spaces for the 72 residents in the three
houses in addition to over 100 people
who gather there for chapter meetings.
“Each of the fraternities pays around
$6,000 every year to the university as
house fees, and this resolution will allow
us to park in front of our residence halls,”
Cole said.
Rebecca Allbritton, a senior elementary education major from Prattville and
the resident director for Newman Center,
said that parking was already an issue at
her building and this resolution would
further limit the parking options for
Newman residents.
“People have to park on the curbs, in
the nursing building lot, and at the intramural lot,” she said. “Some of my
residents have voiced their concern about
walking back at night.”

Concerns about parking continues
across the campus, although the semester
is halfway over.
“They said that once the parking spots
behind Hawkins Hall opened, that would
solve problems, but I’m personally still
finding a lot of difficulty to find parking
spots, even though I come early,” said
Muhammed Alsaid, a senior general
business major from Riyadh, Saudi
Arabia. “I sometimes even have to drive
around for half an hour to find a parking
spot, so I feel like I’m getting much less
than what I have been paying for.”
Myrishiah Ash, a senior computer
science major from Mobile, said she
believes parking is worsening.
“The parking on campus is a big issue
for us as students, and I say that due
to the fact that Troy has a bigger class
coming in this year than last year, so
parking wasn’t nearly as bad then as it is
now,” she said.
On the other hand, SGA President
Heath Barton, a senior global business
major from Opp, said that the parking
situation is slightly improving and the
ticket appeals process is going well too.
Barton said a spreadsheet is being
developed to keep track of all sorts
of parking issues and review them to
resolve the problems.
Herbert Reeves, dean of student
services, said he believes that parking is
improving.
“I haven’t received any additional
complaints about parking,” Reeves said.
Reeves said the administration is going
to continue to work with the SGA to help
to limit parking issues, but the administration still has “a challenge of saying
that we need additional parking” when
some parking lots are still empty.
“We’re going to continue to look at
growth, not only from a parking perspective but with several different perspectives here on campus such as residence
halls and food services,” he said.

program that she has been a
part of.
“The staff involved here
at the Student Support
Services program is home to
some of the kindest people
I have ever met,” Barnett
said. “They are good people
to have as friends, mentors,
and they’re easy to talk to.
They keep you on track.”
The grant will be used
to continue to provide its
current resources as well as
aid in developing a major
change in the SSS program
set forth by the Department
of Education, which aims to
create a coaching initiative.
The SSS plans to provide

a readily available staff specifically hired on to act as
coaches, mentors and counselors for students involved
in the program.
“This coaching initiative
is very important because
a lot of the issues students
face aren’t just dealing with
the content of the class, but
the context that they’re in,”
Griffin said.
“We are truly grateful
for Chancellor Hawkins
as well as the administrative staff here at Troy University for their hard work
and constant support of the
Student Support Services
program.”
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The Troy chapter of the
NAACP organized a
candlelight vigil on
Thursday, Sept. 24, at the
Social Quad. The vigil
was organized to commemorate the lives that
were lost due to police
brutality and honor the
victims of racial discrimination.
From (left to right): Mieah
Johnson, a junior nursing
major from Wetumpka;
Joshua Summey, a
junior psychology major
from Atlanta; Jared
Henderson, a junior
computer science major
from Pensacola, Florida;
and Chelsea Watson,
a junior criminal justice
major from Evergreen.
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British band classics performed
Lacey Alexander
Staff Writer

Troy University’s Symphony Band
performed a collection of British band
classics spanning from Gustav Holst to
Percy Grainger.
The concert was conducted by its
in-class instructor, Mark Walker, and
the band performed its annual “Masterworks” concert in the Claudia Crosby
Theater at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 29. It
was the first concert of the semester for
the Symphony Band.
The concert was a tribute to British
band classics, with the student band performing pieces by Gustav Holst, Ralph
Vaughan Williams and Percy Grainger.
The show, which lasted an hour and
was free to the public, closed with “Lincolnshire Posy,” a collection of English
folk songs.
Walker, who is the director of bands
and who chose the pieces for the concert,
said that these works have been influential on band music as a whole.
“Those pieces are kind of the cornerstone of British Band Literature,” Walker
said. “Those particular works kind of set
the standard for almost all band music.
“They are pieces every band should

“They got to
study and get
the flavor of the
entire genre.”

––Mark Walker
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The Troy University Symphony Band practiced in anticipation of its performance on Tuesday, Sept. 29.

play and every student should know.”
Walker also said that these pieces are
rarely all performed together in the same
concert.
“It was a great opportunity, not only
for myself but for the band students,”
Walker said. “They got to study and get
the flavor of the entire genre.”
The students in the symphony band
are all a part of the Sound of the South
marching band, and some students lend
their talents to the pep bands as well.
“The students have a lot on their plate...
They do everything,” Walker said. “It
would be analogous to a football player
also running track, also playing baseball,
also playing basketball and soccer and

golf …They do a lot.”
After six weeks of both in-class and
individual sectional rehearsals, Walker
said, the performance has a lot of educational value.
“I don’t see the point in just sitting
around and rehearsing … We have to
perform,” Walker said. “It’s a performance art; it’s an experience with the
audience… you have to have that.”
Emmy Lawniczak, an assistant drum
major for the Sound of the South and
member of the Symphony Band, said she
agrees with Walker on the importance of
performance.
“It’s immeasurable,” said Lawniczak,
a sophomore music industry major from

Jackonville, North Carolina. “Learning
to play and performing music like we
do helps us gain insight on the psyche of
the composer, and through that, we are
better able to understand each other as
musicians.”
Lawniczak also said that the hard
work is also important to her musical
education.
“The emotional, physical and mental
activity that it takes to be a musician in
the symphony band takes education to an
entirely different level,” Lawniczak said.
“There’s not a lot of sleep,” Walker
said. “The same students do everything
all the time. For most of the students, it’s
extremely rewarding.”

Drum majors keep band in sync, in time
Sarah Blaine
Staff Writer
For Jordan Guy and Emmy Lawniczak, music never
stops. And they don’t want it to.
From being brothers of Kappa Kappa Psi, a National
Honorary Service Fraternity for College Band
members, to being in Troy University Symphony Band,
these two music majors have centered their lives around
performing.
Both Guy and Lawniczak also hold the title as drum
majors for the Sound of the South, the university’s
marching band.
There have only been two drum majors at a time
because it is a specialized post. “It’s heavy work,” said
Guy, a senior instrumental music education major from
Enterprise and the head drum major.
As drum majors, Guy and Lawniczak, a sophomore
music industry major from Jacksonville, North
Carolina, and the assistant drum major, have to keep the
band in time.
During practice, the two drum majors make sure that
everyone is in sync, as well as being the head student
leaders who assist the director.
When the Sound of the South has a performance, they
conduct the band and get band members to play at the
same time.
“I never regret what I’m doing,” Lawniczak said.
Even with their hectic schedules, the two drum majors
seem to enjoy what the music has brought them.
They said they have learned, from just being part of
the band, how to manage time and be focused on what
they are doing. They have also learned that being in the
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Emmy Lawniczak (left) and Jordan Guy (right)
practice with the Sound of the South.

band is physically and emotionally strengthening.

“The hours of baking in the sun are worth it after
hearing the claps at the end of a performance,” Guy said.
It is a true position of respect, and they have complete
trust in each other. Guy and Lawniczak are a dynamic

duo, each with a passion for music.
They said with every performance, they see people
screaming and clapping, and they know they have accomplished something.
Becoming a drum major is a difficult process, they
said. The person interested in the position has to prepare
a résumé and meet the requirements before being considered for the post.
Also, band members who attend the drum major
auditions pick the audition music and score the drum
majors on how well they performed.
The director makes the ultimate decision on who
becomes a drum major.
When asked why they decided to come to Troy
University and join the Sound of the South, Guy and
Lawniczak gave different answers.
Guy said that Troy University was the right financial
choice, but the real reason was Mark Walker, the director
of bands, and the respect he has for him.
Lawniczak also chose Troy University because it was
cheaper, but there was more to the story. “I was tired of
being a nobody,” Lawniczak said.
Lawniczak also said that she initially disliked Troy in
her first semester.
Lawniczak said that she was part of the band, but
still felt lost. She said she decided to take action and
join Kappa Kappa Psi and audition for the drum major
position.
For the future, Guy and Lawniczak said they are not
sure what they want to do.
After graduation, Guy said that he wants to go to
graduate school and teach music.
Lawniczak said she dreams to arrange music and
becoming part of Drum Corps International.

Features

Page 4 | Features@tropnews.com

October 1, 2015

Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu classes open
for Troy students on the square
Austin Duke
Contributor

New students at Troy
University are faced with
a question: “What is there
to do in Troy, Alabama?”
While students often
spend their downtime
hanging out with friends,
Troy does have an
opportunity for those
looking for a bit more
action.
Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu and
Self Defense of Troy,
located downtown on the
square, is one answer to
the question. People can
stay in shape there while
learning self-defense.
Brazilian
Jiu-Jitsu
(BJJ), a form of martial
arts, focuses on grappling
and ground fighting. BJJ
fighters rely on chokeholds and joint-locks, such
as the kimura or guillotine,
to force their opponents
into submission, rather
than kicks or punches.
Kent Sublett, a fourstripe brown belt in BJJ
under Samuel Puccio,
opened his current gym in
January. Sublett travels to
Birmingham to train with
Puccio on a regular basis,
and he also trains with
top-level instructors and
competitors.
“I’ve been in Troy for
15 years,” Sublett said.
“I first started training
Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu out of

We watch movies, we go
to events on campus like
international events. I love
that it’s an international
campus. I love meeting
internationals.”
Chris Burkhalter, a
2009 Troy graduate from
Ashland, also invested his
time with people.
“Troy has probably
changed a good bit since
I was there,” Burkhalter
said. “We hung out at
people’s houses a lot.
We never really had a
real practical plan, and
that allowed you to make
a lot of good informal
friendships.”
Burkhalter
believes
that Troy is like any
other college town, and
if students want to have a
good time, they will.
“Troy does not really
Austin Duke photo need any specific new
additions,”
Burkhalter
Joe Mejia and Nathan Mosely, members of the Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu gym, practice during a session.
the back of a gym and you.”
and honestly, I thought
“I think Troy needs said. “I think that if you
yourself
with
pretty much in basements
Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu is it was going to be this better food,” Parks said. invest
people,
Troy
can
be
a
and garages. I wanted to not only for athletes and Podunk, little dump-of-a- “More food options that
really
great
place.
I
think
take it to a larger audience. young adults, though.
school, because I didn’t are healthy because there
the town being small,
With the college being
“Most of these kids, know anything about are not many. Troy in where basically the college
here, it brings something they played high school it,” said Abby Parks, an general needs to build
makes up the town, gives
good for the students.”
football or baseball, they undeclared freshman from more restaurants, because you a real opportunity to
The large number of probably played a lot of Birmingham. “Then I was downtown is huge; it do that in a sort of relaxed
college students allows sports,” he said. “When like, ‘Oh my gosh, this just needs more stuff for atmosphere.”
Sublett to train with you get to college, not place is actually beautiful, college students.”
For more information
partners who will push everyone is going to be and the buildings are
When asked what she about individual rates,
really nice.’ The people does in Troy, she said,
that collegiate athlete.”
him.
contact Kent Sublett at
Sublett believes that BJJ here are always really “I’m a really social person, (334) 372-2121 or visit
“I’m still competitive. I
friendly.”
and I get my energy off of the Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu
like to compete,” Sublett is a healthy alternative to
the
typical
college
party
Parks said that she people, so I hang out with and Self Defense of Troy
said. “Having the college
thinks that Troy could people and we’ll go and Facebook page or website,
here with a lot of younger scene.
athletes will help push
“I came and visited Troy, improve in one area.
play tennis or other sports. bjjtroy.com.

Out with the old QEP, in with the new

As part of the Quality Enhancement Plan, the free New York Times and Common Reading Initiative end
Grishma Rimal
News Editor
The New York Times
Readership program at Troy
University has officially ended
with the wrap-up of the Quality
Enhancement Plan.
According to Hal Fulmer,
associate provost and dean of
first year studies, the Quality
Enhancement Plan was a
requirement for accreditation
from the Southern Association
of Colleges and Schools.
SACS required a QEP plan
carried out for at least five
full years. Troy extended its
program into the sixth year,
which was fall 2014.
Troy
University’s
QEP
program focused on generating
a culture of engaged reading and
included the Common Reading
Initiative, the College Readers
Initiative and the New York

Times Readership Program,
among other things.
“When that wrapped up as a
QEP, we institutionally looked
at putting our resources into
other needs and that included
the money that we had been
able to put into the New York
Times,” Fulmer said. “While the
students didn’t pick it up with a
cost, it didn’t come without a
cost.”
“We enjoyed just a tremendous
partnership with The Times,”
he said. “I thought it worked
extremely well, and they were
very supportive of what we were
doing. In a perfect world we
would just keep on doing that,
but it’s not a perfect world. So
we will move on and put those
resources into other programs.”
According to Fulmer, the
availability of The New York
Times was a privilege for
students and the university
community because, alongside

the Dothan Eagle and the
Tropolitan, students, faculty and
staff got the opportunity to look
at three different newspapers in
a week for no cost.
“That’s a real luxury these
days because a lot of newspapers
are moving entirely out of print,
into digital,” he said.
The New York Times was
used in several different classes,
and it was also used to conduct
the Times Talk programs on
Wednesdays. The Times Talk
program is now being converted
into the Talk of Troy program
run by the office of service
learning and civic engagement.
“This is how we can take
the resources we have and
continue to do things like that
we did before,” Fulmer said. “I
think that kind of current event
discussion is very valuable on
this campus.”
While the QEP has officially
concluded, many of its elements

will continue, according to
Fulmer.
“It’s moving into a different
kind of look,” Fulmer said.
“For example, we will, in all
likelihood, continue to have
a common reader that new
students would read together
like we have had the last several
years.”
However, Fulmer said that
whether or not the common
reading will be continued in
Troy 1101 orientation classes
is being debated. He said that
it was in the orientation class
as a way to “assess what our
students were doing.”
Fulmer also added that the
college readers will probably
become the responsibility of the
deans of each of the colleges.
While one QEP ends, another
QEP will begin again in a few
years. In 2018, Troy will be
required to submit a 10-year
assessment report to SACS, and

that will also have to include
the next QEP proposal.

“We don’t know what that
one would be yet,” Fulmer
said. “It won’t be on reading
because we’ve done that. We’ll
do something else.”
Fulmer views the past six
years of the QEP as successful.
Based on the report that he
submitted to SACS, Fulmer
said that the data showed Troy
had actively encouraged its
students to read and had seen
active student involvement in
those initiatives.
He said that Troy will continue
to remind its students and
affiliates that reading matters
and being an engaged reader is
even more essential.
“We want people to be
disciplined and thoughtful and
be willing to read and talk about
the ideas,” he said. “That’s what
this QEP has meant.”
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The ladies
of Tutwiler
April Irvin photo

20 women in the Julia Tutwiler Prison for Women were selected to participate in discussing literature and analyzing how the text applies to their lives.

Two Troy English professors lead a reading discussion group at a women’s prison
Alyse Nelson
Features Editor

Troy University has partnered with
Ingram State Technical College and the
Alabama Humanities Foundation for a
grant to improve education within the
prison system.
Priya Menon, an assistant professor of
English, and Noel Kaylor, a professor of
English, are leading 11 weekly meetings
this semester with 20 random inmates
at the Julia Tutwiler Prison for Women,
located in Wetumpka. These sessions
will focus on analyzing and discussing
readings.
The professors were driving to
Tutwiler for one of these sessions when,
according to Kaylor, they became lost
after getting involved in conversation.
They were late going into the class,
only to find that class had begun without
them.
“One of them went up to the podium
and began reading her report on what
was covered last time,” Kaylor said.
After she was finished, they offered
apologies for being late and explained
getting lost, only to be met with
disappointed looks.
Kaylor said that he realized the women
were not disappointed in the professors
for being late, but that they could not get
lost while confined in prison.
“They do not simply have the luxury
of getting lost — you’re always being
watched,” Kaylor said. “And it hurt me
to hurt them.”
Both professors said that their
confinement was the only difference
between teaching college students and
the women at Tutwiler.
“We never use the words inmate or
prisoner,” Kaylor said. “They are the
ladies of Tutwiler, and they are ladies.
They are very intelligent and very
articulate. The only difference between
you and me and them is that they got
caught.”
“Initially, I was quite apprehensive,”

Menon said. “But I’m so impressed by
the way they’ve responded. They’re
very industrious. They want to be there,
they read from cover to cover and they
participate very actively in discussion.”
The women read every week outside
of the class, and then write a response
based on what they have read.
Currently, the group is reading “Doing
Time: 25 Years of Prison Writing,” an
anthology written by fellow inmates
during incarceration concerning “how
people try to come to terms with doing
time,” according to Menon.
“It’s a good bunch,” Menon said.
“They ask questions; they’re very
curious. They look up words they don’t
know. All of them have attended all of
the classes so far.”
Kaylor said that he sees a high level
of involvement from the women as well.
“Our students at Troy are wonderful
human beings, but they are young,” he
said. “The book experience doesn’t seem
to touch them.
“The ladies at Tutwiler, some are in for
life without parole, some are in multiple
times, many are in for complications
from drug addiction or poverty. The
ladies read out of the books both the
intellectual and social moments of
importance of their own lives.”
Kaylor said that the engagement could
also be due in part to what the other
aspects of life college students and those
in prison might have.
“Students here come into class from
the sorority, athletics and from family,”
he said. “And when they are in the
classroom they think about the sorority
and fraternity and friends and family, so
their concentration is mixed between all
the outlets.
“The ladies at Tutwiler have none of
those outlets. They come to us from the
work they do in the kitchen and laundry,
from their three meals a day. So what
we do is not a distraction from what my
students at Troy would call ‘their real
life.’ ”

The class offered at Tutwiler is having
different effects from a typical college
course, where Kaylor says that many
students are here to get a degree as “a
ticket to a job.”
“These students have such a full
spectrum, a broad range of human
experience — theft, murder, larceny —
that the discussions
are in no way
superficial,” he said.
“The ladies at
Tutwiler are worthy
human
beings,
and most of whom
have not enjoyed
the advantages that
many of our students
have been blessed
with.”
“It’s a different
audience, and I
love it,” Kaylor
said. “They’re very
surprised that we are
—Priya
eager to hear what
they have to say.”
Kaylor said that
within the prison system of inmates
and guards, “most of the people can’t
be bothered” to listen to an individual’s
opinion.
“And suddenly we’re in this
classroom, and we want to hear them,”
he said, “to show them that what they
have experienced is worth talking about
and that they should develop their voices
with confidence because there are those
of us out here that want to hear.”
Kaylor and Menon applied for the
grant through the Alabama Humanities
Foundation after Kaylor had a discussion
with Chancellor Jack Hawkins Jr. about
the “need for work in the prisons” and
Hawkins put them in touch with Ingram
State Technical College, where he is
chairman of the foundation board.
“So Troy and I were on the same
page. Then I approached the Alabama
Humanities Foundation, and they came

aboard and suddenly we had backing,”
Kaylor said. “And when this materialized,
the governor came on board.”
The grant coincides with the governor’s
plan for prison reform within the state.
“It is the Department of Corrections,
not punishment,” Kaylor said. “You
don’t lock people
up; you put them
in
a
position
for
constructive
corrections, and that
includes education.
Education is the key
to correction.”
Now that the grant
has shown success
and garnered interest
statewide, they will
be reapplying for the
fall and spring of the
2016-2017 school
year, as it is too late
to apply for next
spring.
Menon
“This is brand
new, so we’ve got
to try to keep from
losing momentum,” Kaylor said.
“I feel that this is a great way — a tiny
way — to give back to the community
that has given me so much,” Menon said.
“It’s been very rewarding for me on a
personal level.
“I got to discover the fact that just
because one is in the prison system
doesn’t mean that there is no hope
for that individual. They all have that
element of hope; they all want to improve
themselves.”
“To be involved in a program sincerely
dedicated to the proposition that all
human beings are worthy of inclusion to
all the benefits that society can provide
is a new experience to me, and I am so
grateful,” Kaylor said.
The professors are due to complete this
class in early December and have plans
for a full year of classes at Tutwiler for
the 2016-2017 school year.

“. . . just because
one is in the prison
system doesn’t
mean that there is
no hope for that
individual. They all
have that element
of hope.”

LGBTQ+ ally runs for homecoming
Tori Roper
Staff Writer

“I grew up with a gay sister who
practically raised me, who was like
a mother figure,” Jessica Majors
said.
Majors,
a
sophomore
mathematics education major from
Dothan, was nominated for the 2015
homecoming court to represent the
Spectrum Alliance.
“The goal of the Spectrum
Alliance is to promote mutually
supportive relationships among
all students and members of the
surrounding community in the
interest of advancing campus and
community diversity,” according
to the Spectrum Alliance Facebook
group.
This marks the first year that the
Spectrum Alliance has nominated
someone for homecoming court.
Majors said she hopes that it will begin
to nominate someone every year.
“Everyone was a little hesitant to
volunteer and homecoming wasn’t
something that I ever really saw
myself doing,” Majors said. “But I
did want Spectrum to be represented
and there weren’t a lot of people
wanting to do it.
“I was nervous, but I think it will
be really good for the organization,”
she said.
“People outside of Spectrum
think it’s great (that I am running),
and then they realize what I’m
representing,” Majors said. “I

Charla Hand photo

Jessica Majors, a sophomore mathematics education major from
Dothan, is representing the Spectrum Alliance in homecoming.

haven’t really received any negative
reactions, but they kind of just shut
down afterwards. They aren’t really
overly talkative about it.”
Majors recognizes that some
people are completely closed off by
the idea and that “you won’t change
their mind.”
“People are going to believe what
they want to believe,” said Majors.
“I believe the only time it becomes
a problem is when people are
reacting in a disrespectful or violent
manner.”
Majors ran in order to raise
awareness for the Trevor Project,
a “suicide prevention hotline for
LGBTQ+ youth ages 13 to 24,”
Majors said.
Majors said her sister is happy

about her running for homecoming
court.
“She is actually leaving to be
deployed soon, so she is happy she
got to see me do it before she left,”
Majors said.
“Spectrum focuses on being a
place that students can go to for
a support system,” Majors said.
“We’ve been talking about being
more active and promoting more
active ideas.”
Because she has a gay sister,
Majors says that she saw the way
people reacted to it.
“I believe that everyone should
be accepted, not just tolerated, in
a community,” she said. “People
should be more open to others’
ideas and beliefs.”
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How to deal with being single at Troy University
Tamela Staples
Contributor

Some college students might feel as though having a
significant other in college is a requirement in order to
enjoy the university experience, which is not the case at
all.
Alicia Kelley, a senior social work major from
Anniston, who has been single for three years, said the
freedom is “lovely” when you are single.
“I enjoy hanging out with my friends and going out to
dinner,” Kelley said. “I also like to take road trips.”
Adrian Townsend, a freshman criminal justice major,
from Birmingham, who has been single for three years,
said it is OK to not have a significant other while in
college.
“You get to live and explore life,” Townsend said. “You
don’t have to worry about if your decisions are going to
hurt someone.”
Life in college, if you are active, gets busy. Some days
you will have to find ways to entertain yourself when
your friends are busy.
Estella Taylor, a senior social work major from Mobile,
who has been single for seven months, likes to spend her
alone time writing and blogging.
“It is a way I can better express myself,” Taylor said.

You may feel like you need a significant other to enjoy
small activities like attending social events on campus.
According to Taylor, it is the media and the way they
portray that young adults are supposed to meet their
lifetime partners while in college.
Townsend said that he enjoys single life by going to
parties, and attending events on campus with his film
crew to record them for a YouTube channel, JuiceTV.
As a single college student, you may see other couples
on campus and feel as though you are missing out on
love.
Townsend said he does not think single people are
missing out on anything.
“If they were meant to be in a relationship, they would
be,” Townsend said.
Kelley said many people just like to feel wanted by
someone special.
“If you’re someone who is in college with a boyfriend,
it can be a great feeling,” Kelley said. “You have someone
to talk to, love and someone to push you towards greater
things.
“It can be lonely and difficult not having a significant
other at times. I say this because sometimes you get
lonely, and you just want that different love from a person
that you can’t get from a family member or a friend.”
Taylor said everyone wants that special someone to

share some of his or her best life moments with.
“Everyone yearns for that connection,” Taylor said.
“Personally, I am big on love but I will not settle for
someone that cannot offer me that same love in return.”
Being able to handle being alone is very important
when you get to college. There will be days where you
will come home and there will not be anyone to talk to.
Townsend said it all depends on you and how you let
being single affect your life.
“If you can’t make yourself happy, then no one else
can,” Townsend said.
Taylor said you should never depend on another person
to be the reason for life.
“A person should be able to add to your happiness, not
create it,” Taylor said. “If you allow a person to create
happiness for you, there’s a great possibility that you will
be miserable without them.
“There was life before them, and I can guarantee that
there will be life after them.”
Kelley said she understands the feeling some of you
may feel while being single.
“I know being single can get lonely, hard, and be
miserable at times,” Kelley said. “When it’s your time,
you will come across the man or woman of your dreams
that will make you realize why it was worth being single
all this time.”

Parking resolved?
New bill fails to address students’ need
Ngoc Vo
Editor-in-chief
It took only one week for the Student
Government Association to pass the Fraternity Row parking resolution, which
was proposed on Sept. 15.
The resolution calls for rezoning the
Fraternity Row parking to a commuter-only lot because “fraternity house
residents are unable to find parking due
to open-lot zoning,” the resolution states.
Yet, this does little to resolve the parking
problem for the rest of the student body.
Parking has been a perpetual issue on the
Troy campus. We recently received a letter
to the editor from someone who faced a
similar parking situation when he came to
Troy in 2007. Our yearbook showed this
problem has persisted since before 1998.
Our repeated coverage on this issue is an
attempt to reflect the relevance and importance of the parking situation to student
life. We bring students’ needs into focus
so that they can be addressed. That’s our
job, and we advocate for the SGA senators
to do their jobs.
The SGA could have formally
sponsored, and possibly appropriately
modified, the student-originated petition
for a parking deck that was signed by
more than 1,400 students and was considered informal according to Herbert
Reeves, dean of student services.
Instead, the Fraternity House parking
resolution was what was on the docket
and was passed. I wonder if this is a representation of students’ needs or a representation of the Greek-majority SGA.
Troy is set to have a new recreation center
and a new football facility built. Granted
that different fundraisers are involved in
these developments, the university seems
not to be short of money for construction
projects. And even if it is, Troy is charging
students an additional fee for the building
of the new recreation center anyway.
Hence, it is not impossible for funding for
a parking deck to be raised likewise.
So, what makes the recreation center a
yes and more parking a no?
I have heard many reasons voiced: a
parking deck is too expensive; a parking
deck is not pleasant to the eye of some;
other universities have worse parking situations; and, according to the current SGA
president, Heath Barton, students are “ too
lazy” to utilize parking lots far away from
the main academic buildings.
Having known Barton personally, I
can attest that he is a hard-working and
committed president. Yet the SGA’s

and the university’s non-handling of the
parking issue remains unsatisfactory.
I understand from the university’s
economic standpoint. A recreation center
makes Troy look competitive to other
universities in the region, facility-wise. A
recreation center with modern equipment
is marketable; so is a new residence hall
with king-sized beds and flat-screen televisions. A picture of the inside of the rec
center is worth putting on a recruitment
brochure. A parking deck, on the other
hand, is not much to brag about. It costs
a lot to build, and the return of investment
is low. It is understandable how a parking
deck may seem to be an unprofitable
project. That is, if profit is the university’s
priority.
Parking is more of a student welfare
issue than a school’s selling-point. Many
students are upset about the parking
situation and are late for class due to lot
unavailability, as we have covered in our
paper.
Last year, the university talked about
retention, incompletion and transfer-out
rate (5.29 in 2012-13; we have not been
able to obtain a more up-to-date figure
from the Institutional Research, Planning
and Effectiveness Department). Granted
that the average student may not quit
going to Troy just because of parking,
but the problem adds to the frustration.
For students to develop loyalty to Troy
University, they need to feel that they are
heard and taken care of.
We have campus ambassadors whose
jobs are to market the campus and Troy
University to prospective students and
their parents. However, I am not sure if the
university fully appreciates the potential
of all Troy students to be ambassadors in
one way or another if they have satisfying
experience with the school.
I found it comic, in a way, when I saw
Barton go to heads of student organizations to ask them to take down a certain
video capturing the parking situation on
campus on Instagram. I understand reputation control, but wouldn’t a video of a
deck that helps students find parking in
a timely and convenient manner be more
effective in upholding the university’s
image?
Addressing the parking problem to
meet students’ needs, after all, may bring
benefits and actual return of investment
to the university. Students’ satisfaction
can create a snowball effect with their
genuine positive comments to prospective
students. It’s a perspective worth considering, formal or not.

Seth Nicholson

More to college than
classes, naps, parties
Whitney Cale
Staff Writer
Classes, naps and parties — that pretty
much sums up the college life, right?
To some, that may very well be the
case. To others, it’s about much more
than that.
One of the most important aspects to
a successful and fulfilling college experience is time management. While
classes, naps and parties may sound
like the perfect schedule, I can assure
you that you will have much more free
time on your hands than you may think,
and what you do with that free time will
make or break your college experience.
One option: student organizations.
Getting involved on campus in some
way is a great way to manage time,
connect with peers and discover hidden
passions and strengths.
“Getting involved throughout college
is a vital key to success,” said Cameron
Lewis, a freshman biomedical sciences
major from Bay Minette. “By joining
clubs and participating in various organizations, you are able to gain more
networking opportunities that could be
used to your advantage in the future.”
Cameron adds that getting involved is
also a great way to build your résumé.
With that being said, it is important
not to overload yourself. Remember, it’s
all about time management.
There is a plethora of options if you
are considering getting involved on

campus. There are literally clubs, organizations, societies, etc. for just about
everything. I promise there is something
for everyone!
One of the more popular choices is to
go Greek.
“Coming into college, I wanted a
place where I could grow as a man and
gain a true sense of brotherhood from
other men,” Cameron said. “Being in
a fraternity gave me these things and
much more.”
While joining a fraternity or sorority
is not for everyone, there are many other
alternatives.
For me, joining the Tropolitan staff
was one of the best decisions I could
have made entering college. Writing for
the Trop has provided many benefits. It
has been an excellent way to efficiently manage my time, meet new people
and develop one of my passions and
strengths.
If you are interested in joining a
student organization, there are various
possibilities. Sporting clubs, Greek organizations, religious organizations, intramurals, honor societies, service organizations and cultural clubs are just a few
examples of the endless opportunities.
The key is to branch out and give it a
try. Sure, there is a possibility that it’s
not everything you thought it would be.
On the other hand, there is a possibility
that it will have a positive impact that
will last a lifetime. You will never know
until you try.
What have you got to lose?

Editorial Policies
As Troy University’s official student newspaper, the
Tropolitan strives to serve student interests. The Opinion
page is an outlet for Tropolitan editors to question university policies that do not benefit Troy’s students, praise
those that do and call attention to national and state issues that relate to students. The opinions expressed here
are not necessarily those of Troy University or the Hall
School of Journalism and Communication.
Editorials stand as the official, corporate opinion of the

Tropolitan. Our opinions are not influenced by campus
organizations or societies, university administration or
political parties. The first copy of the Tropolitan is free
to any student or employee of Troy University. Each additional copy costs $1.
Guest Columns
The Tropolitan encourages students, faculty and staff at
Troy University to express opinions in a guest column of

500-700 words. Dissenting opinions are welcomed, but
all expressions are the sole opinions of their authors and
do not reflect the beliefs of the Tropolitan.
Letters to the Editor
The Tropolitan welcomes letters from students, faculty,
staff and non-Troy affiliated persons. Dissenting opinions and corrections are welcomed.
The Tropolitan does not exclusively print letters fa-

vorable to the newspaper. Letters to the editor must be
signed by the author, and a phone number must be included.
All submissions must be word-processed and emailed
to the Tropolitan by 5 p.m. on Monday. All submissions
may not be published.
Submissions bashing groups or individuals on the basis
of race, gender, age, ethnic group, orientation or religious
belief will not be printed.
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Golf wins SBC Preview
Michael Shipma
Sports Editor
The Troy men’s golf team wrapped
up an action-packed, four-day
stretch with a first-place finish at the
Sun Belt Preview Sept. 26-27, and a
10th-place finish at the Shoal Creek
Invitational Sept. 28-29.
The Trojans’ victory in the Sun
Belt Preview was their first tournament title since 2006.
The tournament, a two-day event
that took place in Miramar Beach,
Florida, featured 10 of the 11 men’s
golf teams from the Sun Belt Conference. The only team that did not
participate was Appalachian State.
Following a fifth place start to the
tournament, the Trojans kicked it up
a notch, with individual successes
across the board.
Juniors Jared Bettcher, Luke
Moser and Clayton Vannoy led the
Trojans, combining for a total of
six rounds in the 60s. Moser led
the Trojans with a 7-under-206 performance that saw him shooting in
the 60s for all three rounds of the
weekend. Three birdies and a bogey
down the stretch for Moser helped
him achieve his second place finish
in the tournament.
Bettcher moved up three spots to
sixth in the standings on the final
day of competition, recording seven
birdies, two bogeys and a double-bogey. Vannoy also finished 1-under212 to secure a tie for seventh place.
Also in the top 25 individual
standings was freshman Calum
Masters, who finished with a
2-over-73 in the final round to earn
a tie for 14th place.
“I’m really pleased with the way
our guys responded to the challenge
today,” said head coach Matt Terry.
“We knew after yesterday that the

Women’s golf
finishes first
in Glencoe
Taylor Boydstun
Staff Writer

The Troy Trojans women’s golf team won first place
at the Chris Banister Golf Classic at the Silver Lakes
Golf Course, which took place Sept. 28-29 in Glencoe.
This is the fifth time the Trojans have won in the past
14 tournaments. Troy’s overall score was 314-300307—921, followed by Morehead State University
with a total score of 312-307-306—925.

Troy was initially tied for fifth place after the opening
round, but finished four strokes ahead of Morehead
State. Jacksonville State University came in third place
with a score of 307-313—620.
Troy junior Fátima Fernández Cano won the individual title at this particular event for the second season
in a row.
Contributed by Troy University Athletics

Junior Luke Moser led the Trojans at Miramar Beach in the Sun
Belt Preview, securing a second-place finish with a 7-under-206
performance, which was just one shot away from tying for first.

other teams would be gunning for
us, but we came out and went low
for the second straight round. There
are a lot of quality teams in this conference, and for us to come out of
here with a win, it is a big accomplishment for this group.”
Troy looked to take its momentum
into the Shoal Creek Invitational in
Birmingham, as it faced teams from
the Big 12, SEC and Pac-12 conferences, among others.
The Trojans were unable to repeat
the success from their previous tournament however, finishing 10th out
of 12 teams.
Bettcher led the Trojans, finishing

with a six-over for the tournament,
securing a tie for 16th place.
Moser and junior Cam Norman
followed him with a five-under each
for the tournament, placing them in
26th and 43rd, respectively.
Vannoy finished the tournament
with three birdies in his final four
holes, earning him a 50th place
finish. He shot a 78 in the final round.
Masters followed him in 64th place,
rounding out the field for Troy.
The men’s team will return to
action on Sunday, Oct. 11, when
they participate in the two-day AutoTrader.com Collegiate Classic in
Duluth, Georgia.

Cano scored the lowest of the entire tournament,
scoring a 2-under 70 in the final round and passing
Murray State’s sophomore Moa Folke for the individual title. Cano concluded the tournament with a 1-over
217, winning her third collegiate title.
Junior Gabi Oubre contributed another spot in the
top 10 as she tied for ninth place, ending the tournament with a 6-over 78 on the final day of action. Junior
Becca Horner finished third of her teammates, placing
12th overall and scoring a 7-over 79 in the final round.
Freshman Bianca Lohbauer closed with an 8-over
80, tying for 40th place. Freshman Lindsey Harrison
scored a 9-over 81 and finished in a tie for 57th place.

Competing individually, senior Kalyn Hudson tied in
51st place, freshman Bria Jansen placed 59th, freshman
Abby Parks finished 63rd and freshman Antonia Poate
tied for 64th place.

The Trojans are scheduled to compete at the Blue
Raider Invitational in Murfreesboro, Tennessee, on
Oct. 26-27, where they hope to achieve a sixth tournament victory.
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Trojans snap losing streak
Ty Ammons
Staff Writer
The Troy Trojans’ volleyball team
split its last two games, falling at home
to Arkansas State 3-0 on Saturday, Sept.
26, and winning by the same margin
over Alabama A&M on Tuesday, Sept.
29.
The Trojans (5-11, 0-4 SBC) lost in
three straight sets. The Red Wolves
(13-1, 4-0 Sun Belt) dominated the first
and third sets by scores of 25-16 and
25-17, respectively, while the second
set was closer at 25-22.
Arkansas State led the Trojans in
every category except digs, in which the
two sides tied at 36.
Senior defensive specialist Ali
Dowdall led the Trojans with 13 digs,
which was beat only by Arkansas State’s
junior defensive specialist Markie
Schaedig.
The leader in kills for the Trojans,
senior outside hitter Blair Winston,
tied for the match high with sophomore
outside hitter Drew Jones from Arkansas
State.
Sophomore setter Reina Terry had a
total of 26 assists, while junior setter
Mallory Warrington of Arkansas State
had 33.
Troy had 34 total assists, and Arkansas
State had 38.

Alex Lewis photo

Senior middle hitter Darby Griff recorded an attack percentage of .538 in
Troy’s win against Alabama A&M on Tuesday, Sept. 29. Griff had a teamhigh six blocks to go along with eight kills.

Jags edge Troy

Troy’s attack percentage reached only
.168, but the Red Wolves’ attack percentage was up to .337.
Troy had five total team blocks, and
Arkansas State beat that by two.
Jones led the way with 11.5 of the
Red Wolves’ 54 points. The Trojans
scored 43, and Blair led the team with
11 of them.
The match was the ninth straight loss
for the Trojans, but it was Arkansas
State’s ninth straight win. On Tuesday,
the Trojans ended that streak, beating
Alabama A&M in three straight sets.
Troy dominated the match, winning
its first three sets 25-22, 25-17, 25-19.
It also won in every statistic except
for digs, in which the Trojans tied the
Bulldogs (2-16, 1-0 SWAC) at 55.
Winston had 11 kills, which was
second only to Alabama A&M’s junior
outside hitter/middle blocker Ashundria
McNeal, who had 12.
Senior defensive specialist Ali
Dowdall led the teams in digs with 19.
Freshman setter/defensive specialist Alisha Hinrichs was tied with A&M
senior setter Megan Butler for the most
assists with 19.
The win was Troy’s first in its last 10
games.
The Trojans play the Georgia State
Panthers at home on Friday, Oct. 2, at
6 p.m.

Soccer team loses 2-1 at home
and sets an attendance record
Scott McLendon
Staff Writer
The Troy soccer team fell at the
hands of South Alabama 2-1 on Friday,
Sept. 25, in front of a record crowd of
1,365 fans.
It was the second time this season
that the attendance record has been
broken at the Troy Soccer Complex.
South Alabama (7-3-1, 1-0 Sun Belt)
got off to a quick start with a goal in
the fourth minute, when sophomore
midfielder Chelsea Followwell’s shot
hit the back of the net. The Jaguars
secured a controlling lead a half-hour
later, as defender Steffi Hardy scored
on a corner, making the score 2-0.
The visitors enjoyed the majority of
possession in the first half. The Jaguars
also looked more threatening in front
of goal than the Trojans (7-3, 0-1 Sun
Belt).
“South came out and they were the
better team in the first half and we
gave them a two-goal lead,” said second-year head coach Jason Hamilton.
“It doesn’t matter how you play after
that, you’re not going to be able to win
games. I was extremely proud of the
way we played the second half. It was
completely opposite from the first half
where they were the aggressors.”
The Trojans looked like a different
team in the second half. The home
team saw much more possession, especially in dangerous areas of the Jaguar
defense.
“The first half, South was winning
every first ball and every second ball

because we weren’t competing enough
physically,” Hamilton said. “That’s
exactly what changed in the second
half. We started winning the first ball,
and when we won the second ball,
we were able to run at them and look
dangerous.”
The Trojans committed 19 fouls,
and the Jaguars were only five short of
matching the home side.

The Trojan defense tightened up as
the game wore on. Sophomore goalkeeper Mikki Lewis had five saves and
improved her block percentage in the
second half.
“South didn’t have much created
on the offensive side of things in the
second half,” Hamilton said. “We made
some adjustments, and we battled more
physically in the last half.”

The Trojans gave the home crowd
a glimmer of hope in the second half
when senior forward Kristen Rendall
scored on a free kick from 42 yards.

Despite the second half turnaround,
the Trojans were outshot 15-5. Seven
of South’s shots were on target, but
only three Trojan shots fell in the same
category.

“The level we played at in the second
half is where the standard has to be,”
said Coach Hamilton. “If we can play
like that for 90 minutes, we’ll be in
good shape.”
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Senior forward Chelsey Williams currently leads the Trojans in goals scored
The Trojans’ next game is at ULM this season with four. Williams, who has scored 29 career goals, is Troy’s all(6-6-1, 0-2 Sun Belt) on Friday, Oct. 2. time leader in that category.

Kickoff is scheduled for 3 p.m.

