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Troy University’s 2015 Homecoming 
Court has been elected, with a 33 percent 
increase in voter participation this year 
compared to last.

According to the Student Government As-
sociation, 1,801 votes were cast during this 
year’s election, as opposed to the 1,346 votes 
cast last year.

Jennifer Jayjohn, Mackenzie Kayler, 
Raven Pasibe, Shelby Scott and Carlie 
Spencer have been elected to this year’s 
Homecoming Court.

The five were chosen from a total of 24 
women nominated through various student 
organizations.

The Homecoming Queen will be chosen 
following an interview process. The results 
are based 60 percent on voting results and 40 
percent on interview scores. The winner will 
be receiving a cash prize. The amount is yet 
to be determined.

 Jennifer Jayjohn, a senior political science 
major from Spanish Fort, was nominated 

by the Troy University Cheerleading. Her 
platform is “Be Happy and Be Healthy.”

“It really is just a platform that supports 
positive body images and does that through 
the promotion of healthy lifestyles,” Jayjohn 
said.

Jayjohn said she personally developed 
negative body image issues when she 
initially came to Troy and became a college 
cheerleader. 

“Being in the spotlight brings intense 
scrutiny, and with that came a lot of criticism 
of my weight and body,” she said. 

Jayjohn said although she still struggles 
with confidence and how she perceives 
herself, she has learned that it’s not about 
a number on a scale but rather about living 
healthy. 

“Working out, eating right and taking care 
of my body is what matters,” she said. 

Jayjohn said she hopes to donate the 
proceeds to the construction of the recre-
ational center planned to be built on campus, 
as well as organizing a 5K run to raise 
awareness about healthy living.

See Homecoming Court, page 2

Rivalry Week events: a smash
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From left to right: Mackenzie Kayler, Raven Pasibe, Carlie Spencer, 
Jennifer Jayjohn and Shelby Scott.
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The Student Alumni Association and the Student Government Association organized a car 
bash on Friday, Oct. 2, for Rivalry Week against the University of South Alabama Jaguars. 
The women’s soccer team lost to the Jaguars 2-1, and the football team lost 24-18. The 
volleyball team secured a 3-2 win. Full stories in Sports, Pages 7 and 8.

Kat Rogers
Staff Writer

Troy University’s Campus 
Kitchens has inaugurated a 
program to start or expand 
local community gardens in 
order to provide services to 
other organizations within 
the Troy community.

The main goal of these 
gardens is to provide both 
supplemental food and 
education to the Kitchens’ 
client agencies, according 
to Holly Elkins, a clinical 
mental health counsel-
ing graduate student from 
Opelika.

According to Elkins, 
each garden is located at a 
different organization and 
holds a different purpose. 
The Christian Love Center, 

for example, is the largest 
community garden, and its 
main purpose is to provide 
supplemental food for 
families that use the center’s 
services and the food pantry 
that they have.

Its Pre-K program also uses 
the garden for educational 
purposes. Children are taught 
about growing, harvesting 
and cooking their own food. 

In contrast, the main goal 
of the garden located at the 
Colley Senior Complex is 
anti-isolation. According 
to Elkins, this is done by 
getting community members 
and students to work with the 
seniors; getting them outside 
in the fresh air and working 

See Campus Kitchens, 
page 2
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Troy rejuvenates forgotten tradition
Grishma Rimal

News Editor

Before the construction of the social 
quad as it stands today, the quad behind 
Bibb Graves Hall had what was called 
the Foy Fountain. 

Dedicated to the memory of Foy 
Ingram Cummings, a former Troy 
professor in the department of education 
and psychology, the fountain featured a 
plaque with the faces of her four grand-
children — Chris, Jan, Derek and Carrie 
— on it.

Over time, a tradition developed at 
Troy where students began rubbing the 
noses of the children for good luck.

“Sometimes during exams, I’d have to 
stand in line in order to have that oppor-
tunity,” said Chancellor Jack Hawkins Jr.

When the quad was renovated in 2011, 
the plaque was removed and the custom 
lapsed with it.

On Saturday, Oct. 3, the fountain 
outside the dining hall was rededicat-
ed to the memory of Cummings, and 
the tradition of the nose rub was re-es-
tablished with the reinstallation of the 
plaque.

Hawkins unveiled the plaque alongside 
the members of the Cummings family, 
including two of the children appearing 
on the plaque.

“That’s what great universities do,” 
Hawkins said. “They preserve traditions 
because preserving the past is progress.”

Hawkins described the custom as not 

only an endearing one but an enduring 
one. He said the restoration was important 
for the revival of a great tradition and 
also to celebrate the life of a remarkable 
woman.

Born in 1913, Cummings began 

teaching at Troy in 1937 and headed the 
Troy laboratory school from 1956 until 
her death in 1971.

“A great teacher, a grand lady and a 
lover of children, she was known as all,” 
said Walter Givhan, senior vice chan-

cellor for advancement and economic 
development.

The fountain was dedicated by her 
husband on Nov. 13, 1971. Though 
Cummings did not have children of 
her own, she cared for her stepchil-
dren’s children as her own, according to 
Marilyn Cummings, who is married to 
Foy’s stepson.

This affection was reflected on her 
commemoration with the faces of her 
four grandchildren. 

“It symbolizes what a great woman she 
was,” Cummings added.

Graham Pierce, a junior global 
business major from Niceville, Florida, 
and assistant director of recruitment for 
the Student Alumni Association, said that 
the revival was a great way to connect 
students and alumni through the bond of 
a longtime tradition.

“We are very appreciative that we are 
being allowed to be part of this,” Pierce 
said. “I hope that students really start 
making this a tradition and start rubbing 
the nose for good luck.”

Jan Cummings-Samuels, one of the 
children on the plaque, was 5 when it 
was instituted on the old quad. 

She said she was excited about the res-
toration of the plaque because she did 
not realize how integral it was to Troy 
and that having a connection to an old 
college tradition was wonderful.

“It’s fantastic,” she said. “All these 
years, we didn’t know that we were 
famous — at least our noses, anyways.”

Hannah Crews photo
William Mangum, a junior exercise science major from Montgomery and 
leadership council director for Troy’s Student Alumni Association, rub-
bing the noses of the children on the plaque outside the Trojan Dining Hall 
fountain. It has been considered tradition to rub the noses on the plaque 
for good luck.

Campus Kitchens 
expands services
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Another nominee hopes to promote a 
nonprofit dear to her heart.

“My platform is the Lutzie 43 Foun-
dation, which was created in memory 
of Auburn football player Philip Lut-
zenkirchen, who passed away from a 
car accident,” said Mackenzie Kayler, 
a junior hospitality management major 
from Roswell, Georgia.

Kayler said her platform is important 
to her because Lutzenkirchen went to her 
high school. 

The Lutzie 43 Foundation works 
to promote character development in 
college athletes and their mentors through 
educational and service programs.

Kayler was nominated by the Kappa 
Delta sorority.

“I was very honored to be nominated 
because I just joined Kappa Delta this 
fall,” Kayler said. “So it was crazy to 
me that I was nominated when I hadn’t 
even gotten initiated to the sorority yet, 
but I’m an official sister now since I got 
initiated last Monday.”

Raven Pasibe, a senior broadcast 
journalism major from Dothan, was 
nominated by the Broadcasting Club.

Pasibe’s platform is “Celebrating 
Diversity: Culture with a Cause.”

“I decided to run because I felt like 
I had a great platform, and I felt like I 
knew a lot of students on campus,” 
Pasibe said. “I love the school, and I felt 
like I would be a great representative for 
the campus.”

She said her platform aims to unite 

students regardless of their background, 
to highlight diversity and to give back to 
the Troy Study Abroad program.

“As a university, we are so diverse,” 
Pasibe said. “We tend to stay in our 
comfort zones, and I would really love 
to see everyone come together and get to 
know the different aspects of our campus 
and celebrate the diversity that we have 
on our campus.”

Shelby Scott, a junior psychology 
major from Tallahassee, Florida, was 
nominated by the Student Government 
Association and is living a dream she 
has had since eighth grade. 

 “We started coming to Troy football 
games in the eighth grade, and the first 
one we came to was a Homecoming 
game,” Scott said. “When I saw the girls 
on the float, I thought it was the coolest 
thing ever. I just think it’s an awesome 
way to spread the message about your 
platform.” 

Scott’s platform is the Open Gym 
Program, which is sponsored through 
the First Baptist Church of Troy.

Open Gym is an after-school program 
held every Wednesday afternoon for 
elementary, middle school and high 
school students.

Students are taught Bible stories, fed 
pizza and given help on their homework.

Scott said that the program aims to 
provide a safe environment for students 
to take their minds off any problems 
they might have and in which they can 
build personal relationships with the 
staff. 

The fifth nominee is Carlie Spencer, 
a junior mathematics major from Mont-
gomery, and she was sponsored by the 
Alpha Tau Omega fraternity.

 “It felt amazing,” Spencer said. “I 
didn’t think it was possible. I came from 
a high school with 350 students, and I 
was never nominated for Homecoming 
or Prom Queen.

“It didn’t hurt my feelings, but it just 
wasn’t a thing, to come to college and 
have that kind of support and encourage-
ment is so humbling.”

Spencer’s platform is science, technol-
ogy, engineering and math education and 

awareness. 
“A lot of people don’t realize the need 

we have in the STEM fields,” Spencer 
said. “You want to get people excited 
about it in the elementary and high 
school levels, so that it can translate on a 
collegiate level.”

The winner will be announced during 
the Homecoming football game against 
the University of Idaho on Saturday, Oct. 
17.

Campus 
Kitchens
continued from 

page 1

together. The seniors also 
learn to prepare different 
meals.

 “One of Campus 
Kitchens’ big programs is   
going beyond the meal,” 
Elkins said. 

“So we wanted to take 
what we were doing and 
go beyond the meal as 
well. The best way to do 
that is through community 
gardening.”

To get the gardens 
started, Campus Kitchens 
applied for a grant through 
CoBank, which funds ag-

ricultural advancements 
as well as community 
gardens. 

CoBank works closely 
with the Campus Kitchens 
Project to help fund 
different university 
projects throughout the 
nation.

Through the grants 
provided by CoBank, 
Campus Kitchens was 
able to expand on existing 
gardens such as the one at 
the Christian Love Center. 

Through the expansion, 
many more families in the 
area were able to receive 
more supplemental food, 
according to Elkins. 

“One of the ways we do 
that is through our meal 
prep program, which is 
probably the one most 

students are aware of,” 
Elkins said. “Definitely 
drop by 122 Eldridge Hall; 
that’s the best way.”

Volunteer shifts are on 
Monday and Wednesday 
from 3 to 5 p.m. Trans-
portation is provided for 
students to get out to the 
gardens to tend and harvest. 

Campus Kitchens 
collects excess, untouched 
foods from the dining halls, 
reapportions them, freezes 
them overnight and then 
delivers them on Friday.

“Being able to help with 
something like that was 
really refreshing,” said 
Jacob Chlebek, a freshman 
from Enterprise, who has 
worked in the gardens. 

“I definitely left gross 
and sweaty, but I had a 

great feeling of accom-
plishment and success. 
Plus, the entire group that 
was there was very appre-
ciative and nice. I even got 
a free ice pop.” 

“Students can also 
contact the different 
agencies on their own if 
those times don’t work for 
their schedules,” Elkins 
said. 

“The Christian Love 
Center, the Boys and Girls 
Club and the Colley Senior 
Complex all are located 
here in Troy.”

Students can be involved 
with meal preparation on 
Thursdays and delivery 
on Fridays. Everything 
can be signed up for in the 
Campus Kitchens’ office in 
Eldridge.

Franchesca Perez
Staff Writer

The third annual Miss Sound of the 
South pageant was held Sunday, Oct. 
4, and Rachel Arnold, a freshman 
graphic design major from LaGrange, 
Georgia, took the crown.

The pageant serves as a fundraising 
event for the Kappa Kappa Psi frater-
nity and Tau Beta Sigma sorority. 

Each year, the proceeds raised are 
donated to the Alabama chapter of the 
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society in 
memory of Steven Dobarzinksi.

Dobarzinksi, a former trombon-
ist for the Sound of the South and a 
brother of Kappa Kappa Psi, passed 
away in 2002 after battling leukemia 
for seven months.

Upon his death, both organizations 
felt compelled to create something 
that would honor his life.

“That’s just how the Kappa Kappa 
Psi and Tau Beta Sigma bond works,” 
said Sam Sizemore, a junior human 
services major from Geneva and the 
director of the Miss Sound of the 
South pageant.

 “Our joint hymn states, ‘We honor 
those who came before us with our 
strength and unity,’ ” Sizemore said.

“I truly feel that we are helping to 
keep his spirit alive by our annual 
fundraisers.”

A total of 19 women, each repre-
senting a section of the Sound of the 
South, competed in the pageant. Each 
contestant competed in an evening 
gown contest and a questionnaire 
round.

“I was absolutely shocked,” Arnold 
said. “There were so many great 
contestants, I was not expecting to 
receive the title at all.” 

Although she is a majorette in the 

Sound of the South, Arnold took 
the stage to represent the trombone 
section. 

“Pageantry is important because 
it helps people to feel beautiful and 
to step out of their comfort zones,” 
Arnold said.

“It is a great way to raise money 
for scholarships, to give donations, 
and to raise awareness for different 
causes and organizations.”

Kaycee Johnson, Lauren Wright 
and Kimberly Fredrick finished as 
first, second and third runners-up, 
respectively. 

Johnson is a trumpet player, Wright 
is a majorette and Fredrick is a dancer 
for the Sound of the South.

With about 200 people in atten-
dance, approximately $400 was raised 
for the Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Society, according to Sizemore.

Holly Ammons photo
Stella Burak, Miss Sound of the South 2014, 
crowned this year’s winner, Rachel Arnold, 
at the pageant held on Sunday, Oct. 4.

Holly Ammons photo
Leebo Tyler (standing), a junior math major 
from Mobile, and Estephany Ruano, a junior 
elementary education major from Athens, 
working at a community garden. 

Priyanka Sharma
Staff Writer

The Student Government As-
sociation announced the imple-
mentation of an SGA concerns 
table to talk to students about 
concerns or issues that they 
think need to be addressed, at 
its meeting on Tuesday, Oct. 6. 

This table will be set up in 
Trojan Center once a month 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. It was 
also set up this past Tuesday.

“Students can talk anywhere 

from facility issues to student 
government issues with us on 
the table,” said Douglas Dick, 
an SGA senator and sophomore 
global business major from 
Panama City, Florida. 

“They have an opportunity to 
come by, write a little response, 
fill out a form and talk to student 
government senators,” Dick 
said.

“I would really encourage all 
students to come by and give us 
some feedback. We want this to 
be the best campus for you.”

The SGA also started a discus-
sion on providing funding for 
the crown that will be awarded 
to this year’s Miss Troy Univer-
sity pageant winner. 

The SGA is also gearing up 
for various Homecoming activi-
ties that will be held through-
out next week leading up to the 
Homecoming football game 
on Oct. 17. The theme for this 
year’s Homecoming is “Sound 
of the Trojan Spirit.”

“We need your support, 
so come out and support our 

football team and the events,” 
said Patrick Rodgers, a junior 
global business major from 
Dothan and SGA vice president 
of campus activities. 

“All of these things will 
continue to happen if we go out 
and support them. Homecom-
ing is all about what we make it, 
and it is a celebration of Troy.”

The SGA also passed the 
resolution, “Acknowledgement 
of Student Alumni Associa-
tion,” to show appreciation for 
the support the SAA provided 

during Rivalry Week. 
The SAA had sponsored 

various events and worked with 
the SGA in the organizing ac-
tivities like the car bash.

The SGA also re-started the 
“Senator of the Week” award, 
which is provided to a senator 
in recognition of  his or her con-
tribution and work as a senator. 

Leandro Froes, a sophomore 
political science major from 
Sao Jose dos Campos, Brazil, 
was presented the award this 
week.

SGA starts a table to get student feedback in TC

Band pageant raises funds for cancer research
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‘Thriller’ drummer to perform
Lacey Alexander

Staff Writer

A Troy University student 
music ensemble will be per-
forming with the drummer from 
Michael Jackson’s “Thriller” 
next week before they begin 
recording for their first full 
album.

The music group POPulus 
and the Troy University Jazz 
Ensemble will perform a concert 
with drummer Ngudu Chancler 
on Tuesday. 

Chancler will also be speaking 
on the music industry for the 
public that morning in the band 
room in Long Hall.

Chancler, a Louisiana native, 
began playing the drums when 
he was 13 years old. 

Though his beginnings were 
in jazz, he has played with a 
variety of artists like Carlos 
Santana, Michael Jackson, Tina 
Turner and Frank Sinatra. 

He holds a degree in music 
education and teaches at the 
Stanford Jazz Workshop in 
Stanford, California, every 
summer.

“Ngudu may be the most suc-
cessful rock/pop/R&B drummer 
of all time,” said Robert Smith, 
the director of POPulus and 
a professor of music at Troy 
University. “Everybody in the 
world knows the albums he’s 
worked on . . . like ‘Billy Jean,’ 
that incredible groove that just 
kicks in and audiences go nuts. . . 
That’s all him.” 

Smith said he contacted 
Chancler after knowing him for 
almost 10 years. “I met him at a 
music event in the Midwest,” he 
said. “We’ve been trying to get 
him to Troy for some time.”

Chancler will have what Smith 
called a clinic-style rehearsal 
with the groups on Monday and 
have a sound check with them 
Tuesday afternoon before the 
show.

“He plays all of the styles, 
and he does it incredibly well,” 

Smith said. “There’s no style of 
American popular music that 
he’s not absolutely amazing 
at . . . There’s nothing you can 
put in front of him that he can’t 
play.”

POPulus, a group of student 
singers and musicians that 
perform covers of popular hits 
as well as original songs, will 
also be digitally releasing its 
third and most recent EP, “Who 
You Are,” later in the week.

For the first time since it 

was started four years ago, 
POPulus is divided into two 
groups, POPulus 1 and POPulus 
2. Smith said this is due to a 
large turnout at auditions last 
semester.

“There was so much more 
talent there than the existing 
POPulus could take,” Smith 
said. “As a professor and 
teacher, this is mostly about 
the educational process, and 
here was all this talent . . . so it 
worked out that we got POPulus 

1 and 2.”
Every fall, POPulus has 

recorded an EP, but now that 
there are two groups, Smith 
said that they will record a full 
album with nine tracks this fall. 
“Wyatt, as a senior, will be the 
producer for this album,” he 
said.

Wyatt Edmonson, a senior 
music industry major from 
Montgomery, was the first 
student Smith recruited for 
POPulus. “We kind of built the 
group with Wyatt at the center,” 
Smith said.

Edmonson said that POPulus 
has helped him prepare for his 
career in the industry. “I’m 
going to a great internship in 
Nashville (Tennessee) because 
of the experience I’ve gotten 
with POPulus,” Edmonson said.

“We want students to step out 
of their shell. It gives us a chance 
to explore things we might have 
not otherwise thought of doing.”

Edmonson also said that the 
students involved were elated 
to work with such a high-profile 
guest like Chancler. 

“We were just all freaking out 
about the fact that this literal 
superstar would be working with 
us,” Edmonson said. “Through 
these connections we’re getting 
a really quality experience.”

The concert will be at 7 p.m. 
in the Claudia Crosby Theater 
on Tuesday, Oct. 13. Admission 
is free to the public.

Alyse Nelson photo
Members of POPulus practice in anticipation for the performance with Ngudu Chancler 
on Oct. 13, at 7 p.m. in Claudia Crosby Theater.

Popular manga series gets lackluster live action film
Kelvin Hawkins

Staff Writer

A century has passed since the last time humanity 
has faced its greatest threat, until now. The “Attack 
on Titan” movie series is Japanese action-horror films 
based on the Japanese manga series of the same name. 

It premiered across the United States in select 
theaters, including one in Dothan, on Oct. 1, 2015, for 
a limited run.

The first movie revolves around an orphaned young 
man named Eren. The film takes place in a dystopian 
future where the remnants of humanity have hidden 
behind three large walls where any and all knowledge 
of the outside world has been lost for decades. 

Eren and his friends hope to one day go beyond the 
walls and explore the rest of the world that is unknown 
to them.

 These dreams are quickly dashed when a giant 
creature, known officially in English as a titan, looms 
over the outermost wall and begins to destroy it, conse-
quently letting in more titans. 

This horrific event leads to the destruction of Eren’s 
home and the loss of the most important person in his 
life, a young woman named Mikasa. 

This traumatic experience leads to Eren joining the 
military to stop the titan threat and seek his revenge.

The “Attack on Titan” series was created and written 
by Hajima Isayama, and was later published and released 
by Kodansha in Japan in 2009 and by Kodansha USA in 
the United States in 2012. 

It was later given an anime adaptation by Produc-
tion I.G that aired in Japan and was simulcast in North 
America with English subtitles in 2013. 

The series, dubbed into English, aired on Adult 
Swim’s Toonami block in 2014. 

With the popularity of the series continuing to grow, 
the live action “Attack on Titan” movie was brought to 
North America and screened in select theaters by FUNi-
mation, the North American licensor and distributor for 
the anime series and the live action movies.

There are both minor and major differences between 
the live action movies and the original manga series and 
anime adaptation. 

It has even been compared to “The Last Airbender” 
in relation to how animated series compare to their live 
action adaptations.

As a fan of the series, I feel that there were rather 
extreme changes in the live action adaptation movie. 

It was obvious that it would be a re-imagining of 
the original story, but there were many unnecessary 
changes. 

To avoid spoilers, I will only say that certain charac-
ters were either replaced, removed completely or placed 
in positions they should not have been in. 

Also, there were character development choices that 
I did not really care for, and I am sure that no one else 
in the theater did.

Regardless of my feelings as someone who has been 
spoiled by the original manga and the anime adapta-
tion, I believe that the movie is worth the time it takes 
to watch it. 

Anyone who may be interested in the second part of 
the movie series and has not had any previous interac-
tion with the series should see the first movie to be able 
to understand it.  

The second part of the movie series will be shown in 
Dothan at the Carmike 12 at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 
22, and nationwide in other select theaters beginning 
Tuesday, Oct. 20.

Toho Pictures photo
This first release of “Attack on Titan” is one part 
of a two-part release, which will be shown on 
Oct. 22 in Dothan’s Carmike Cinemas.
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Dear Trop,
I got hungry late last night and 

wanted to binge on food as I binged 
on Netflix. So I left my dorm room in 
search of food. . . and found nothing. I 
thought college students were known 
for  pulling all-nighters and eating a 
lot of junk food. Why is there nothing 
open at 1 a.m. if my stomach is still 
open?

   —Starving in Clements

Dear Starving,
Though students have advocated for 

changes in the hours of both our dining 
services and our library, we haven’t 
seen much of a change in either.

One argument we’ve heard against  
extending hours is that the university 
population would not be able to 
support the change. Go to the library 
right before closing and see how many 
people are there, or go to TC at 7 and 
see how many tables are full.

I’ll go ahead and tell you that there 
won’t be a lot of students hanging out 
in either.

Many universities with an on-campus 
population similar to ours also have 
similar hours, so don’t be too jealous.

It might be a vicious cycle in which 

dining isn’t open, so students stop 
going, and then dining hours won’t be 
extended because students aren’t there, 
but who really knows?

It’s similar to the chicken and the egg, 
except after thinking about it you’re 
annoyed, but also very hungry.

Just don’t feel alone, Starving.
We’ve all had those unsatisfied 

munchies here.Maybe try to have them 
earlier next time.

Cheers, Trop

Dear Trop,
I’ve seen a lot about the recent crime 

on campus.
One of the reasons my parents were so 

happy with me coming here was the low 
crime rate, and now my mom is giving 
me instructions on how to use pepper 
spray and insisting that I not walk at 
night, or pretty much any time after the 
recent case that happened during the 
day.

I have heard a lot about it lately as 
well, with all of the safety emails as well 
as the coverage in papers.

So, should I be worried?
Or is this how Troy actually is?
—Frightened Freshman

Dear Freshman,
Don’t be afraid!
Be aware, but not necessarily living 

in fear all the time.
If you look at the Clery Report that 

comes out annually concerning crime 
on campuses, Troy has very little crime 
reported.

The university has taken measures to 
ensure student safety.

And, as you’ve probably seen in the 
emails sent out lately, it is recommended 
that you don’t walk alone, and you 
shouldn’t be just wandering around at 
night for no reason.

Also, there is no proof that the 
three crimes reported lately have any 
correlation, so while no one has been 
caught in connection with anything, 
there is also no proof that there is a 
criminal mastermind on the loose.

I know that parents can be very 
concerned, but just make smart choices 
and tell your mom there’s (probably) 
nothing to worry about.

Oh, and wave to the cops stationed in 
the Shack quad almost constantly now.

Yay for protecting us!
Cheers, Trop

Editor’s note: If any student has 
questions he or she would like for 

our staff to tackle, feel free to email 
features@tropnews.com with “Dear 
Trop” in the subject line. All students 

who send in questions will remain 
anonymous.

Tori Roper
Staff Writer

The purpose of Troy 
University’s Student Health 
Center is to “provide health care 
and education to the students 
of Troy University,” according 
to the Student Health Center 
website. 

According to Dimple Gilbert, 
the director of student health 
services, the health center 
is “basically like a walk-in 
doctor’s office.” 

The Student Health Center 
is open from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Monday through Friday, located 
in Hamil Hall. You must have an 
appointment to see a doctor, but 
a nurse and nurse practitioner 
are available at all times. 

A gynecologist is also 
available on the first and third 
Wednesdays of each month. 

“We handle anything except 
trauma,” Gilbert said. “We 
handle basic and acute illnesses, 
and can send referrals to other 
offices in the community or 
wherever if needed.”

The Student Health Center 
does not require any upfront 
payment because copays can be 
put on the student’s university 
bill. 

“They (students) can pay up 
front, but most of the time they 

don’t have the money on them,” 
Gilbert said. “We understand 
that, and it isn’t a problem.” 

According to Gilbert, the 
price of a nurse visit is $25, a 
nurse practitioner visit is $45 
and a doctor visit is $65 without 
insurance. 

“The nurse practitioner 
and doctor can prescribe 
medication, but we do not have 
an in-house pharmacy,” Gilbert 
said. “The students can have 
the prescription filled at the 
pharmacy of their choice.” 

Gilbert said she feels that 
some students take advantage 
of the services the health center 
offers while others “are not even 
aware that we are here.” 

“The health center is here 
for the convenience of the 
students,” Gilbert said. “For 
students who live on campus, or 
for those who don’t have a car, 
it makes it easier for them to see 
a doctor.” 

Gilbert emphasized that the 
health center does not take care 
of dental or eye problems. 

“We can refer you to someone 
else in the community if 
necessary,” Gilbert said. “If we 
can’t help you, we can point you 
where you need to go.” 

The health center will be 

offering free flu vaccinations 
until the end of January 2016, 
according to Gilbert. 

“Students can come anytime 
when we are 
open for flu 
shots,” Gilbert 
said. 

Accord ing 
to Gilbert, the 
health center 
is planning to 
schedule some 
clinics with 
the School of 
Nursing, so 
that nursing 
students can 
get clinical 
hours by 
volunteering 
to give vaccines. 

If it is after hours or on the 
weekend, when the health clinic 
is not open, Gilbert recommends 
students go to the SARHA 
clinic, which takes walk-ins. 

Gilbert said that students 

should always dial 911 if they 
have a true emergency. 

“It is better for the help to 
come to you rather than you 

trying to get a 
ride or catch 
the bus,” 
Gilbert said. 
“You don’t 
want to cause 
any more 
damage to 
yourself.” 

“They gave 
me helpful 
a n t i b i o t i c s 
for a stomach 
virus,” said 
Corey Gary, 
a junior sport 
management 
major from 

Opelika, of the health center. 
Gary said that he would 

recommend that students utilize 
the health center because “it’s 
way more convenient, and you 
don’t have to wait close to an 
hour to be seen.” 

Student Health Center 
gives flu shots, services

Holly Ammons photo
Ardis Garrett, a freshman marketing major from Uriah, signs in as a patient at the Student Health Center.

“(Some 
students) 

are not even 
aware that 

we are here.”
–Dimple Gilbert,

director of  student 
health services

Alyse Nelson graphic

Director of student health services discusses the health center, says flu shots are available free until January 2016

Cost of Services
at Student Health Center

Insurance coverage may affect rates.

 -Nurse visit: $25
 -Nurse practitioner visit: $45
 -Doctor visit: $65
 -Flu shot: free

Hours
Monday - Friday:

8 a.m. - 4 p.m. in Hamil Hall
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Sudoku  
Directions: 
The objective 
is to enter 
a digit from 
one to nine 
in each 
cell so that 
each row 
or column 
contains 
each digit 
exactly 
once and 
each sub 
grid contains 
each digit 
exactly 
once. The 
solution to 
this puzzle will 
be printed in 
next week’s 
paper.

AL District 2 Rep. candidate 
campaign tour stops in Troy

Sable Riley
Staff Writer

Becky Gerritson, president 
of the Wetumpka Tea Party, 
announced Thursday that she 
would be challenging Martha 
Roby for her position as 
congressional representative of 
Alabama’s 2nd District in the 
upcoming Republican primary. 

Gerritson immediately began 
campaigning on a 15-county tour 
in the 2nd District. She ended 
her tour in Troy on Saturday, 
Oct. 3, where she hosted a meet-
and-greet session at Momma 
Goldberg’s Deli. 

Gerritson, who received 
national attention for her public 
opposition to Internal Revenue 
Service practices in 2013, has 
gained some following due to 
her adherence to traditional 
conservative values. 

She claims that Roby, a 
member of the Republican Party, 
does not have a conservative 
record and is not properly 
representing her constituents. 

“She’s had three terms to prove 
herself, and she over and over 
votes with the establishment, 
rather than listening to her 
constituents,” Gerritson said. 

Gerritson said that the primary 
concern among the people in 
the 2nd District has been that 
“they are not being represented. 
Martha Roby has represented 
the leadership in Washington, 
and she’s voting the way they 
tell her to.

“I think it’s the message of 
conservative values and really 
trying to stop big government. 
Our liberties are being taken 
away, and we need someone 
up there who’s going to fight 
against that, and that’s me.”  

Todd Stacy, spokesman for 
Roby, said in a statement: 
“She listens to the people and 
fights on their behalf against 
the entrenched bureaucracy in 
Washington. She will campaign 
vigorously to make sure her 
constituents always have 
representation in Congress that 
is strong, smart and responsible.”

Gerritson identifies herself 
as a grassroots conservative 
and has been vocal about her 
opposition to invasive tax laws, 
government overspending and 
Planned Parenthood. 

Gerritson said, “I’m passionate 
about the principles that made 
this country great: free markets, 
limited government, individual 

liberty, national security and 
traditional values. 

“Those are the things that we 
see being eroded by this current 
administration and, frankly, 
by leadership within our own 
party.” 

On Planned Parenthood, 
Gerritson supports defunding the 
organization, 
as does Roby. 

“I do not 
believe that 
our tax dollars 
should be 
going to fund 
a private 
organization 
that chops up 
babies and 
sells them for 
parts,” said Gerritson, of recent 
videos by the anti-abortion 
group, Center for Medical 
Progress, showing the alleged 
selling of fetal tissue by Planned 
Parenthood.

Planned Parenthood is 
federally funded by Medicaid 
and Title X. Title X does not 
allow federal funds to go toward 
abortion services. In Alabama, 
Medicaid is allowed to use 
federal funds for abortions only 
in the case of rape, incest, or 

endangerment to the mother’s 
life.

There are two Planned 
Parenthood locations in 
Alabama — neither of them  in 
the 2nd District.

According to politifact.com, 
Planned Parenthood contends 
that fetal tissue is donated, a 

legal process. 
No state that 
launched an 
investigation 
has found 
proof of sales 
of fetal tissue.

On what 
she hopes to 
a c c o m p l i s h 
for the 2nd 

District, if 
elected, Gerritson said that 
she would like to help lower 
health care costs by getting rid 
of “Obamacare” and increasing 
competition, as well as 
protecting military bases. 

“I think our military has been 
thinned down so much. I really 
would love to make sure that our 
country is protected in case we 
were to be attacked,” Gerritson 
said.

According to defense.gov, the 
defense budget has fallen a little 

over $100 billion from 2010 to 
2015, from $691 billion to $560 
billion. However, the projected 
budget for 2016 is already set 
at $585 billion, an increase of 4 
percent.

Gerritson said that the 
Republican Party has strayed 
from its conservative principles 
and that “they’re leaning too 
much to the left.”

“My thoughts are: if they want 
to go to the left, then they should 
leave the party and become a 
Democrat,” she said. 

The Wetumpka Tea Party 
was founded by Becky and Eric 
Gerritson in 2009. 

“The Tea Party holds to the 
principles that the Republican 
Party was founded on,” said 
Gerritson, who is a Wetumpka 
native. “We’re just staying 
where the Republican Party 
used to be.”

Ultimately, Gerritson said, “I 
think my conservative message 
will win the day. We want to get 
back to values that are embraced 
by Americans, and I think 
my message is going to unite 
people.” 

For more information on 
her campaign, her website is 
beckyforcongress.com.

Alyse Nelson photo
Becky Gerritson, a candidate to represent Alabama’s 2nd District, during a meet-and-greet held Saturday at Momma Goldberg’s in Troy.

Gerritson wants to defund Planned Parenthood and remove Obamacare

“The Tea Party 
holds to the 

principles that the 
Republican Party 
was founded on.”

—Becky Gerritson  
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As Troy University’s official student newspaper, the  
Tropolitan strives to serve student interests.  The Opinion 
page is an outlet for Tropolitan editors to question uni-
versity policies that do not benefit Troy’s students, praise 
those that do and call attention to national and state is-
sues that relate to students. The opinions expressed here 
are not necessarily those of  Troy University or the Hall 
School of  Journalism and Communication.

Editorials stand as the official, corporate opinion of  the 

Tropolitan.  Our opinions are not influenced by campus 
organizations or societies, university administration or 
political parties. The first copy of  the Tropolitan is free 
to any student or employee of  Troy University. Each ad-
ditional copy costs $1.

Guest Columns
The Tropolitan encourages students, faculty and staff  at 

Troy University to express opinions in a guest column of  

500-700 words.  Dissenting opinions are welcomed, but 
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We have a queen, but where’s the king?
Olivia Melton, a junior mathematics and economics major 

from Orange Beach, shared the answer as to why we don’t have 
a yearly Homecoming king on our court.

“In recent events, the last time we had a Homecoming king we 
had an incident where he did something that was deemed kind of 
inappropriate,” Melton said. She is a part of our Student Govern-
ment Association and helps coordinate Homecoming activities.

“I think that the university didn’t feel that Homecoming king 
was really necessary, and that’s why we have done away with it,” 
she said.

Since then, Homecoming court’s main focus is to represent 
the organizations that nominated for the election and to create a 
personal connection with students, as the women who run relate 
themselves to subjects they are passionate about. 

“Last year we added the platform aspect, and we’re really 
amping that up this year,” Melton said. “We want to give these 
young women a voice about what they’re really passionate about 
and caring about and give them the opportunity to share that.”

The interest in having another Homecoming king has not been 
too prominent. Last year, Freshman Forum created the idea of 
having a “Hoopcoming,” a similar idea to Homecoming, but for 
a basketball game. 

There is a “Hoopcoming king” for this event. 
“Hoopcoming king kind of raised questions, but nobody 

really pushed to have one,” said Patrick Rodgers, a junior global 
business major from Dothan, and who is also a part of SGA.

“Personally, I don’t think there’s anything wrong with the 
system we have now,” Rodgers said. “I don’t think there’s really 
that spark to have a king on campus.”

Sarah Rose Reynolds, a freshman English and Spanish major 
from Athens, was supportive of having a Homecoming king. 

“I think it would be cool to have a Homecoming king,” she 
said. Reynolds also compared it to her high school years. 

“I don’t see why not,” she said. “In high school we have a king 
and queen.”

Reynolds suggested a campaigning process that involved both 
male and female candidates. She was in support of the male 
candidate being just as much a part of the Homecoming process 
as the woman. 

“It’s usually more emphasis on the girl,” Reynolds said. “I 
think it should be equal.”

In my opinion, unless a lot of interest arises to have a Home-
coming king next year, the system we have currently does not 
need to be changed. It is unnecessary for someone to do a lot of 
campaigning if the topic is not one of high interest.

However, I do not think that the university needed to dispose of 
the idea due to one student’s actions.

If the Homecoming king did something publicly inappropriate, 
he should be the only one punished for the action, not future men 
wanting to run for Homecoming king.  

If a student shows interest in promoting an organization he is 
passionate about, we should not prohibit him from doing so, as 
long as he campaigns and act responsibly.

The future of having a Homecoming king is questionable, 
according to Melton.

“If we were to consider having a Homecoming king, there 
would have to be a lot of restrictions,” she said. “I feel like the 
university would need to be on our side, and I’m not sure what 
state they’re at right now.”

WHAT?
The Tropolitan asked a random 
sampling on campus the following 
question:

What do you think of the 
new Office 365 and using  it 

for student email?

“Yes! I love it! I actually have 
my mail on my phone now, which 
is so much easier! A huge plus 
was the free Office package. Just 
so happened my Mac died that 
weekend, and when I switched 
to a PC I didn’t have to fret over 
affording the Office package!”

— Elizabeth Ann Chisholm, 
a senior human resources 
major from Panama City, 
Florida 

Say

“So far, I’m not a fan, but if the new 
email ends up helping students gain 
access to office programs and easier 
communication with professors and 
classmates, I’m all for it.”

— Faith Karwacki, a senior 
ecology major from Havre de 
Grace, Maryland

“I like the concept a lot better. 
I just feel like I’m not receiving 
all the emails that are sent to me 
because the volume of emails I’m 
receiving now is dramatically less. 
The suite of Office products are 
great, too, if you don’t already have 
them.”

— William Reinert, a senior 
multimedia journalism major 
from Fort Payne

Of kings
and
queens  
Male absence on homecoming court

Seth Nicholson

Enticed by pumpkin spice
Just a current craze or is there more to this flavor?

Kianna Collins

Arts and Entertainment Editor

Pumpkin spice, the supposed basic girl drink of 
choice.

This holds mostly true if you believe stereotypes. 
But, regardless of whether or not you’re “basic,” 
pumpkin spice-flavored drinks are really good if 
you like everything associated with the pumpkin 
flavor. 

Pumpkin spice doesn’t actually taste like 
pumpkin — it’s all the spices people usually cook 
with pumpkin.

A Chicagoist writer, Melissa McEwen, tells 
us that pumpkin spice started in the 1950s when 
McCormick start selling combinations of spices 
and called them “pumpkin pie spice” and then 
simply “pumpkin spice.” These combinations were 
composed of “cinnamon, ginger, nutmeg, allspice 
and sulfating agents.”

Then it started popping up in candles and, eventu-
ally, in coffee shops in the late 1990s.

At some point, Starbucks kicked up a really good 
ad campaign and pumpkin spice became a staple of 
seasonal coffee. 

That’s the basis of this craze, just like wedding 
rings weren’t really a popular thing until De Beers 
Jewelry decided it wanted them to be. 

But, according to a Wall Street Journal writer, 
Lisa Fleisher says that pumpkin spice almost didn’t 
make the menu.

The development of pumpkin spice-flavored 
drinks began 12 years ago, and, originally, it was 
met with a blasé review. For some reason, the 
product developers for Starbucks decided that 
pumpkin spice had potential.

And here we are. 
I, personally, was drinking pumpkin spice frap-

pucinos a few years before they really caught on 
and got popular at a local coffee shop with the 

flavored syrup. I fell in love there. 
Pumpkin spice-flavored coffee is extremely 

versatile too. You can get it hot, cold and frozen, 
and it will deliver the same iconic taste (shout-out 
to all of those Starbucks baristas who know what 
they’re doing).

But why is it so wrong for a ton of people (who 
just happen to be female) to love pumpkin spice? 
A lot of people love puppies, and they don’t catch 
flak for that. 

Would it be OK if a ton of men professed their 
love for it? That delves into a much deeper con-
versation about how society 
does this and that, but it’s 
something to consider.

If someone judges me for 
loving pumpkin spice coffee, 
that’s fine — but we shouldn’t 
judge people based on what they 
like to drink. 

It’s like pop music—it’s popular for a 
reason, and the fact that a ton of women enjoy 
it doesn’t make it any less awesome.

Give these “basic” girls 
a break; most people 
who enjoy coffee can 
become irritable when 
they don’t have their 
daily morning cup. 
For most people, it’s a 
fall staple, and they’ll 
become miniature 
Godzillas if they don’t 
get their pumpkin spice.

And if you haven’t 
tried it yet, you 
should. It’ll 
probably 
b l o w 
y o u r 
mind.
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#7 LSU @ South Carolina

Illinois @ #22 Iowa

Indiana @ Penn State

Kent State @ #24 Toledo

#13 NWU @ #18 Michigan

Troy @ Mississippi State

#21 Okla. St. @ W. Virginia

#23 California @ #5 Utah

Colorado @ Arizona State

Navy @ #15 Notre Dame

Ngoc
Vo

(30-20)

Sinclair
Portis
(29-21)

Michael 
Shipma
(30-20)

Taylor
Boydstun

(33-17)

April
Irvin

(30-20)

Thomas
Gleaton
(33-17)

Chase 
Robinson

(29-21)

Joshua 
Thurston

(27-23)The Lineup

Pigskin Picks

Michael Shipma
Sports Editor

The Troy football team fell 24-18 at home to South 
Alabama on Saturday, Oct. 10, losing the inaugural 
“Battle for the Belt” trophy to its rival.

Despite tremendous effort and solid play on defense, 
turnovers and penalties slowed the Trojan (1-3, 0-1 Sun 
Belt) offense en route to a disappointing loss in its con-
ference opener.

“Offensively, we didn’t get anything done,” said first-
year head coach Neal Brown. “We were undisciplined, 
as disappointed in a performance offensively as I can 
remember. The lack of attention to detail was glaring, 
and I think that’s the story of the game on offense.”

The Jaguars (3-2, 1-0 Sun Belt) jumped out to an 
early lead, scoring midway through the opening quarter. 
Sophomore running back Xavier Johnson capped off a 
nine-play, 80-yard drive with a one-yard touchdown run 
that put South Alabama on the scoreboard first.

Troy regained the lead later in the same quarter on 
a six-yard score through the air from sophomore quar-
terback Brandon Silvers to sophomore wide receiver 
Emanuel Johnson. Silvers struggled to find his rhythm 
in the game, completing 16 of 35 passes for 146 yards 
with one touchdown and three interceptions.

In a gutsy call from Brown, the Trojans went for the 
two-point conversion, and senior running back Brandon 
Burks punched it across the goal line, making the score 
8-7 in favor of Troy.

It was the last time the home team would have the 
lead in the game.

Senior quarterback Cody Clements put South 
Alabama back on top with a pair of touchdown passes 
to junior tight end Gerald Everett. Clements finished 
11-21 passing for 205 yards to go along with two touch-
downs and one interception. 

Troy came back to make it close in the second quarter 
with a 20-yard touchdown run from sophomore running 
back Andre Flakes, making the score 21-15 with 8:39 
left in the first half.

The back-and-forth battle continued into the second 
half, with both teams’ defenses stepping up to make 
big plays. Junior linebacker Kalen Jackson intercept-
ed Silvers’ third of the night, which was the break the 
Jaguars needed.

Junior kicker Aleem Sunanon extended South 
Alabama’s lead to 24-15 with a 35-yard field goal in the 
closing seconds of the third quarter.

The fourth quarter continued to be a battle of defenses, 
and despite a field goal of their own early in the fourth 
quarter, the Trojans were unable to score the elusive 
game-winning touchdown. The Trojans went for it on 
fourth down twice down the stretch, but came up short 

both times, allowing South Alabama to escape with the 
victory.

“We’ve had a couple losing seasons here,” Brown 
said. “When you’re trying to turn a program around, 
everybody just wants to jump up and say, ‘All right, 
we’re going to take it from point A to point E, or 
whatever, and we’re going to go to a bowl game,’ and 
all that stuff. That’s our goal without a question, but 
there’s a process you go through.”

The Trojans will face another powerhouse in Missis-
sippi State on Saturday, Oct. 10, in Starkville, Missis-
sippi. Kickoff is set for 3 p.m.

South takes home the belt

April Irvin photo
Senior running back Brandon Burk and sophomore quarterback Brandon Silvers struggled to find 
the endzone down the stretch against the Jaguars. Silvers finished with 162 total yards of offense.

Taylor Boydstun
Staff Writer

Trojan cross country runners con-
tinually improve as their season 
carries on. 

Although they competed in less 
than ideal conditions, with a rainy 
course and only part of the team par-
ticipating, they pulled through with 
several personal records broken at 
the JSU Foothills Invitational in 
Oxford, Alabama, on Oct. 3. 

With seven teams competing in its 
division, the men’s team finished in 
third place, while the women finished 
seventh out of nine competitors. 

“Since we didn't bring our whole 
squad to the meet, we weren't as 
concerned with how we finished as 
a team — we were more focused 

on seeing individual improvement,” 
said head coach Elliott Blount. 
“In general, we did see that, but 
mostly from the underclassmen. It’s 
important that we get everybody on 
the same page heading into champi-
onship week.”

As Blount mentioned, underclass-
men continue to be the driving force 
for the men’s team. 

Freshman Brennan Garriques led 
the Troy team for the third time this 
season, placing 11th of 58 runners. 
Garriques’ final time was a personal 
records for the 8K, finishing at 
26:18.90, averaging 5:17.7 per mile. 

Sophomore Dylan Ogburn came 
second the Trojan men, with a time 
of 26:37.07, making his average 
mile time 5:21.3. Wrapping up 13 

seconds behind his teammate was 
junior Timothy Bulger at 26:50.44. 

Sophomore Sarah Zylstra led the 
Trojan women by placing 18th of 71 
participants. Also beating a personal 
best, her 5K time was 18:46.23, 
putting her average mile time at 
6:02.5. 

Second of the Trojan women was 
senior Julia Ostendorf, closing at 
19:11.41, with an average mile of 
6:10.6. Wrapping up the Trojan top 
three runners was junior Katrina 
Bokenfohr at 19:59.00, almost 
50 seconds behind Ostendorf, 
averaging 6:26.0 per mile. 

Troy cross country competes 
again Friday, Oct. 16, at the Crimson 
Classic hosted in Tuscaloosa by the 
University of Alabama. 

Cross country races in Oxford Tennis 

continued from page 8

went on to the third round 
of the qualifying draw, 
but both lost.

Yim Kim lost to junior 
Chi-Shan Jao from Tulane 
University 3-6, 2-6, and 
Moreno lost his third 
round match 3-6, 6-2, 4-6 
to junior Matt Hamilton 
of Western Michigan.

Bustamante won his 
singles consolation match 
against redshirt freshman 
Austin Williams from 
Wichita State 7-5, 6-1.

Cagalj won his con-
solation match 6-1, 6-3 
against senior Aduardo 
Bringold from Eastern 
Washington University.

Slezak defeated his 

opponent sophomore 
Christoffer Greve from 
Illinois State 6-4, 5-7, 6-4.

Lau lost to his opponent 
redshirt junior Rodolfo 
Jauregui from the Univer-
sity of New Mexico 4-6, 
3-6.

Samaha won his 
match 6-2, 6-3 against 
redshirt sophomore Jacob 
Herndon from the Univer-
sity of Arkansas. 

The men overall did 
well, with all but one 
making it to the third 
round, winning their con-
solation matches.

The Trojans’ next tennis 
tournament is in Macon, 
Georgia, at Mercer Uni-
versity on Oct. 9-11. The 
women’s tennis team will 
be competing there as 
well.
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Scott McLendon
Staff Writer

The Trojan soccer team notched two 
more away victories over the weekend, 
beating both ULM and UL Lafayette by 
a score of 1-0. 

The match against the University of 
Louisiana-Monroe (6-7, 0-3 Sun Belt) 
on Friday, Oct. 2, was the setting for the 
Trojans’ (9-3, 2-1 Sun Belt) first confer-
ence victory of the season. The visitors 
jumped out to a quick lead, and it proved to 
be all that they would need. They won 1-0.

In the third minute, senior midfielder 
Alissa Jones made a shot to the right 
of the keeper, and despite the early 
momentum, Jones and the Trojans were 
held scoreless for the remainder of the 
match.

Jones was the most proficient of the 
Trojans’ shooters. Of her six shots, five 
fell on target with one finding the back of 
the net. In total, the Trojans fired 14 shots 
to ULM’s 10.

“The team is not very happy with their 
performance,” said head coach Jason 
Hamilton. “We did not execute the game 
plan that we had set in place, and we 
made it tougher than it needed to be. A 
positive note is that we started the game 
strongly and thankfully got an early lead. 
We need to improve going forward to be 
more successful in the conference.”

Sophomore goalkeeper Mikki Lewis 

recorded her fourth shutout of the season 
with eight saves on the night. 

The Trojans then traveled to take on the 
Ragin’ Cajuns of Louisiana-Lafayette. 
Freshman forward Brooke McKee made 
a critical assist to put the Trojans ahead.

Fellow freshman forward Robyn-
Anne Whittaker collected McKee’s pass 
and slipped the ball past the keeper’s 
outstretched hands in the 65th minute, 
putting her team in front.

“We couldn’t be any more pleased 
with the game,” Hamilton said. “It was 
the best game this team has played in the 
past two years since I’ve gotten here. We 
completed 346 of 448 attempted passes, 
and when you play like that and are able 
to maintain possession in such a way, it 
makes the game easy. We will still take 
things away from this game to improve 
on, as UL Lafayette is a good opponent 
that made it very tough at the end.” 

The Trojans outshot ULL (7-6-1, 1-3 
Sun Belt) 16 to five. Ten of Troy’s shots 
came with its dominant first-half perfor-
mance. Three of UL’s five shots came in 
a last eight-minute flurry.

In goal was Lewis, who recorded her 
second consecutive shutout and her fifth 
of the season. Lewis’ three saves of the 
match were enough to mark her 16th 
career shutout.

Troy will return home to host Texas 
State on Friday, Oct. 9, at 7 p.m. at the 
Troy Soccer Complex.

Trojans win third straight

Soccer bounces back
Troy improves to 2-1 in Sun Belt 
play with a pair of road wins

Abbie Pickett photo
Sophomore defender Haley Roberson (foreground) and the Trojan de-
fense recorded the seventh shutout of the season, defeating Sun Belt op-
ponents ULM and UL-Lafayette 1-0 on the road.

Men’s tennis struggles 
in singles play in Tulsa

Abbie Pickett photo
Senior defensive setter Ali Dowdall (foreground) led the Trojans with 16 
digs in their 3-1 victory at home over Georgia State on Friday, Oct. 2.

Ty Ammons
Staff Writer

The Troy men’s tennis 
team started individual 
competition this past week 
at the Saint Francis Health 
System ITA Men’s All-
American Championship.

Senior Giovani Samaha 
participated in Round 1 of 
the pre-qualifying draw. 
He beat his opponent, 
freshman Reese Stalder 
from TCU, 6-4, 4-6, 6-2.

Six more Trojans 
competed in the tour-
nament, playing in the 
second round of the pre-
qualifying competition.

Troy is starting new this 
year, as there are a lot of 
new faces on the team. 
The team hopes to match, 

or even improve further 
from the team it was last 
year.

Junior Francisco Yim 
Kim won his second-round 
match 7-5, 6-2 against 
junior Vineet Naran of 
Temple University.

Only one other Trojan 
advanced to Round 3 of 
the pre-qualifying draw.

Junior Pablo Moreno 
won his second-round 
match against sophomore 
Andreas Boers from 
Illinois State 6-3, 6-3.

Samaha lost in the 
second round after he 
won the first set 6-4,  
dropping the next two. 
His opponent was senior 
Michael Riechmann of 
Texas 6-4, 3-6, 2-6.

Freshman Vaclav Slezak 

lost his second-round 
match 2-6, 4-6 to redshirt 
senior Ryoto Taachi from 
UCLA.

Senior Daniel Busta-
mante lost to his opponent 
junior Jurence Mendoza 
from Oklahoma State 4-6, 
3-6.

Sophomore Stjepan 
Cagalj lost his second-
round match in a hard-
fought battle 4-6, 4-6 to 
junior Daffra Sanon from 
Clemson University, and 
sophomore Andy Lau lost 
his match in two sets 3-6, 
5-7 to sophomore Toshiki 
Matsuya from the Univer-
sity of Illinois.

Yim Kim and Moreno 

see Tennis, page 7
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The Trojan volleyball team took on the 
Georgia State Panthers on Friday, Oct. 2, 
defeating them 3-1, and defeating South 
Alabama 3-2 at home on Tuesday, Oct. 6. 

They started the first game in high 
energy, taking the lead early and holding 
it through the first set, winning 25-12. In 
the second set, Troy (7-11, 1-4 Sun Belt) 
continued to play with high energy, and 
gained an early lead. 

The Panthers (4-10, 0-4 Sun Belt) 
came back, though, gaining the lead to 
make it an intense game. Although the 
Trojans fought hard, Georgia State held 
its lead and won the second set 25-22. 

The second set took its toll on the 
Trojans, who started the third rough 
from trying to recuperate. The Panthers 
took the lead at first, but after evening 
the score at 8-8, the Trojans swung the 
score in their favor, held that lead and 
won 25-13. 

Troy once again played with energy, 
immediately taking the lead in the fourth. 
Georgia State fought to catch up as the 
Trojans sped towards the finish. Troy 
played an aggressive set, not letting up, 
and won the match.

The Trojans held the Panthers at a 
-0.24 hitting percentage to their .186. 
Junior middle hitters Leah Causey and 
Sara Landis both led the Trojans with 11 
kills. 

The Trojans faced their rivals the South 
Alabama Jaguars (8-8, 2-3 Sun Belt) 
Tuesday night, making it a powerful 
match. The game started with a Jaguar 

lead, but the Trojans fought their way 
back. 

This started a fiery battle between the 
two sides until Troy took a strong lead. 
The Jags continued to fight for their spot, 
tying things at 19-19 and surpassing the 
Trojans to win 22-25. 

In the second set, the Trojans started 
with the lead, trying to make up for 
the last one. The Jags quickly fought, 
gaining the lead only for Troy to take 
it back. Troy kept this lead and won the 
second set 25-19. 

The Trojans kept up their momentum 
and high energy in the third set. Troy 
took the lead in the beginning and never 
backed down. It held the lead until the 
end of the third, winning 25-18. 

The Trojans maintained their 
momentum against South Alabama, 
gained a lead in the beginning of the 
fourth, and held this lead through most 
of the set. The Jags finally caught up and 
took the lead at 14-15. The Jags won the 
fourth set 25-21. 

Ready to end the game with a win, 
Troy took the lead early in the crucial 
fifth set. It started fast and went on to win 
the set 16-8, securing the 3-1 victory. 

Landis led Troy with 13 kills, and 
Causey was close behind with 11. 
This earned the Trojans a .168 hitting 
percentage. 

The Trojans will return to the court on 
Friday, Oct. 9, against the University of 
Louisiana-Monroe at home. Start time is 
scheduled for 6 p.m.


